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NORFOLK. 


Hundred  of  E  A  S  T   F  L  E  G  G. 

hundred  lies  at  the  caftern  extremity 


of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  being  in  e^- 


tent  from    Winterton   Nefs    along    the 

C0a^  t0  t^le  mout^"  °^  ^le  "ver  Yare, 
or  Garienfis,  twelve  miles;  and  nearly 
feven  in  breadth  from  Caflor  light-houfes  dn  the  eaft 
to  the  river  Bure  at  Stokefby,  on  the  weft.  It  had 
formerly  fourteen  parifh  churches,  five  of  which  are 
dilapidated,  three  of  them  being  converted  into 
barns.  There  are  in  this,  and  the  hundred  of  Weft 
Flegg  twenty-five  towns,  which  conftitute  the  deanry 
of  Flegg  in  the  archdeaconry  of  Norwich  :  Of  thefe. 

H 
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it  is  fqmewhat  remarkable  that  the  names  of  fourteen 
end  with — by.t  Eaft  Flego;  is  bounded  by  Weft  Ficgj 
on  the  north-weft ;  by  Walftiam  and  Lothingland  in, 
Suffolk  on  the  fouth  ;  and  by  the  Britifh  ocean  oil 
£he  caft.  It  pays  to  the  general  rate  of  the  coumy 
yl.  145.  towards  a  fix-hundred  pound  levy. 

The  hard-lands  are  in  high  cultivation,  and  the 
jmarQi-Iands  which  fkirt  this  hundred  on  the  foutl; 
and  weft  are  well  drained:  upon  the  whole  the 
Country  is  very  beautifully  djveriied,  either  in  the 
pcrjpcflwc  or  in  bird-view. 

Tq  whom  the  hundreds  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Flegg 
was  granted  by  the  Conqueror,  or  belonged  to  after- 
wards, neither  hiftqry,  record,  nor  tradition  in- 
forms us,  till  the  reign  of  king  Stephen,  who  grant- 
ed them  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Bennet.  In  the  4th  of 
James  J.  1639,  the  hundreds  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Flegg 
were  granted  to  the  family  of  Cqrnwallis, 

The  names  of  the  towns  are  as  follows,  to  whicfy 
we  add  the  number  of  votes  polled  by  the  freeholders 
refiding  in  each,  at  the  conteftcd  eledjpn  for  knights 
pf  thefhire,  March  23,  Ij6S, 

W.      G,      A,      C. 

Caftp.r  St.  Edmund  ) 

. —Trinity       \  3          3 

Filby         -  -  12        13          3          2 

Herringby       -         -         — .       — ,        —      — , 
Mauteby  .  0044. 

Ormefby,  Great  } 

M ^Little]  ™        H         *          o 

t  By  is  a  Danifti  word,  and  at  the  end  of  a  name  Signifies  i 
Village  or  dwelling ;  from  whence  the  Bilagines  of  the  Danifh 
W'nters,  and  our  by-laws  in  England  come  to  fignify  fucb  la\v§ 
i.s  are  peculiar  to  each  town  or  village. 
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Runliam  -          -  4          4          2          » 

Scraihy  -  olio 

Stokefby  o          o          a          2 

Thrigby  -          -  —       • —       — r-      — • 

Yarmouth  -       ~  240     231     227     200 


an 


Total     273     265     243     213 


d  principal  houjcs  in  th$  hundred  of  Eajl  Flegg, 

Filby,  Gibfon  Lucas,  efq. 

Ormejby,  Nathaniel  Symonds,  efq, 

Ditto,  William  Manning,  efq. 

Ditto,  Rev.  Chriftopher  Taylor, 

Ditto,  William  Fifher,  efq. 

Ditto,  Mr.  Robert  Prodor. 

Scratby,  Jpfeph  Ramcy,  efq. 

Thrigby,  Mrs.  Smith. 

CASTOR,    vulgularly    called    CAISTER,    and 

wrote  in  Doomfday  book  Caflre,  takes  its  name  from 
a  fort  or  flation  that  the  Romans  had  here,  where 
dne  part  or  mputh  of  the  river  Yare  is  faid  to  have 
run  into  the  Britifh  ocean  at  a  place  called  Cockle- 
\vater  or  Grub's-haven,  now  flopped  up  by  the  fands. 

Authors  have  differed  much  in  their  opinions 
whether  Caftor  or  Burgh-Caftle  in  Suffolk  was  the 
ancient  Garianonum  of  the  Romans;  Camden,  Ives, 
Sec.  place  it  at  Burgh;  Spelman,  Parkin,  8cc.  at 
Caftor  :  Of  this,  however,  we  will  treat  mare  fully  in, 
Yarmouth. 

At  the  furvey  Godric  was  fte  ward,  and  took  care  of 
a  lordfhip  here  for  the  Conqueror,  valued  formerly 
at  8^.  8cc.  at  the  furvey  at  14!.  and  the  abbot  of  St. 

Bennej 
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Bennct  at  Holme  had  out  of  this  lordfhip  61.  Ralph, 
carl  of  Norfolk  afterwards  held  it.  It  was  one  leuca 
and  a  hundred  perches  long,  and  one  leuca  broad, 
paid  44d.  gelt,  whoever  Were  lords,  and  was  granted 
by  an  exchange  of  lands  in  Cornwall,  with  all  its 
cuHomary  dues. 

This  Ralph,  the  earl  abovememioned,  is  by  many 
authors,  and  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  faid  to  have  been 
born  in  Norfolk,  and  to  be  made  earl  of  that  county 
by  the  Conqueror.  But  this  feems  a  miftake ;  he 
was  bom  in  the  province  of  Bretagne  in  France,  and 
called  by  ancient  French  writers  Ralph  de  Vacajct, 
lord  of  Guador  and  Monfort  in  Bretagne,  and  mar- 
ried Emma,  •daughter  oi~x\Villiam  Fitz-Ofborn,  earl 
of  Hereford,  the  Conqueror's  prime  favourite. 

The  Saxon  Chronicle  fays  this  marriage  was  in 
the  year  1070,  at  which  time  he  was  created  by  the 
king  earl  of  Norfolk;  and  at  the  fame  time  entering 
into  rebellion  againfl  the  king,  was  forced  to  fly  into 
Bretagne  with  his  lady  ;  fomc  years  after  he  under- 
took the  crufade  with  Robert,  duke  of  Normandy, 
and  died  there  with  Emma  his  wife. 

CASTOR  BARDOLPH'S  I^ANOR.  How  long  this 
lordfhip  continued  in. the  <j:rown  does  not- appear,  but 
was  granted  by  the  Conqueror  after  the  furvey,  or  by 
his  fon*  Henry  I.  to  Hugji  de  Gornay,  a  noble  lord 
of  Normandy. 

Le  Counte  Hugh  de  Gournay,  and  Hugh  de  Gor- 
nay, Sire  le  Bray,  are  on  the  lift  of  thofe  noblemen 
who  attended  the  Conqueror  in  his  expedition  into 
England. — This  family  affumcd  their  name  from  the 
town  of  Gornay  in  Normandy,  where  it  feems  they 

founded 
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founded  the  abbey  of  St.  Idevert,  who  had  a  portion 
of  tithe  in  this  town. 

In  1219,  the  chapter  of  St.  Idevert  de  Gornay 
lett  to  Walter,  dean  of  Flegg,  two  parts  of  the  tithes 
of  the  demeans  late  Robert  de  Cadre's. 

Hugh  de  Gornay  in  the  13th  of  Henry  III.  1229, 
granted  lands  in  this  town  to  fir  Roger  Botetourt. 

His  daughter,  Julian,  was  heirefs,  and  married 
William  Bardolph,  fon  and  heir  of  William,  lord 
Bardolph,  of  Wormegay,  in  the  hundred  of  Clack- 
clofe;  and  in  the  gSth  of  that  king.  1254,  was  lord 
of  Caflor  in  right  of  the  faid  Julian,  and  had  then, 
a  grant  of  free-warren  and  affiie. 

In  the  3d  of  Edward  I.  1275,  this  William  loid 
Bardolph  had  alfo  wreck  at  fea.  At  his  death  in 
1289,  he  \va.i)  found  to  hold  this  lordfhip  in  capite, 
as  part  of  the  barony  of  Gornay. 

In  this  family  this  lordfhip  continued,  Thomas 
Lord  Bardolph  being  attainted  and  executed  for  re- 
bellion, in  the  4th  of  Henry  IV.  1403,  Sir  William 
Bardolph  his  brother,  inherited  the  eftate,  with  Scrat- 
by  in  this  hundred,  Clopton  in  Suffolk,  &c.  but 
had  not  the  barony  of  Wormegay.  He  died  with- 
out iffue  in  the  sd  of  Henry  VI.  1424. 

In  the  following  year  Richard  Selling  and  Joan  his 
wife,  widow  of  Sir  William  Bardolph,  releafcd  this 
lordfhip,  &c.  for  an  annuity  to  the  ladies  Ann  Clif- 
ford, and  Joan  Phelip,  daughters  and  heirs  of  the 
Lord  Bardolph,  who  was  attainted.  . 

B  Ann 
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Ann  was  then  the  wife  of  Sir  William  Clifford, 
and  after  married  Sir  Reginald  Cobham  ;  Joan  was 
the  wife  of  Sir  William  Phelip,  of  Donyngton  in 
Suffolk,  knight  of  the  garter,  treafurer  of  the  houf- 
hold  to  Henry  V. 

The  above  Sir  William  had  the  chief  conduct  and 
management  of  that  king's  melancholy  funeral  ;  he 
was  alfo  chamberlain  to  Henry  VI.  who  granted  him 
the  honor  of  Wormegay,  and  title  of  Lord  Bardolph. 

Ann,  the  other  filler  and  coheir,  dying  without 
iffue,  this  honour  and  tide,  with  this  lordfhip,  came 
to  John,  lord  vifcount  Beaumont,  by  the  marriage 
of  Elizabeth  his  only  daughter  and  heir. 

William  lord  vifcount  Beaumont  his  fon,  fuc- 
ceeded,  but  being  attainted  as  a  rebel  in  the  firft  of 
Edward  IV.  1461,  the  king  granted  it  for  life  to  Joan 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Humphrey  Stafford,  late  duke 
of  Bucks,  who  prefented  to  the  church  of  Caftor  St. 
Edmund's  in  1463. 

John  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  as  guardian  to  Wil- 
liam vifcount  Beaumont,  had  a  grant4of  the  cuftody 
of  the  perfon,  lands,  manors,  &c.  of  the  faid  vifcount 
during  life,  who  died  in  i  j  o  i . 

On  the  death  of  this  lord  Beaumont,  without  iffue, 
it  came  to  the  crown. 

Henry  VIII.  on  July  14,  1512,  in  his  3d  year, 
granted  it  to  Alice  Stanhope,  widow,  late  wife  of 
Edward  Stanhope,  gent,  for  life. 

She  married  Sir  Edmund  Darrell,  who  prefented 
in  1 5  iJ5  to  the  church  of  St.  Edmund  ;  and  the 

lady 
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lady  Alice  his  relifl:  in  1532.  The  faid  king,  for 
the  (urn  of  207!.  paid  him  by  his  faithful  eomildlor 
Sir  William  Pafton,  and  for  the  fum  of  9!.  i  is.  8d. 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  tveafurer  of  the  court  of 
augmentation,  gives  and  giants  on  May  7,  1545, 
anno  36,  the  manors,  with  all  their  rights,  fifheries, 
£:c.  of  Caftor  St.  Edmund  and  Trinity,  Scratby, 
Ormefby,  Mauteby,  Filby,  with  the  advovvfon  of 
the  church  of  St.  Edmund,  the  reclory  of  Caftor 
Trinity,  and  patronage  of  the  vicarage,  with  the  an- 
nual rent  of  45.  per  arm.  iffuing  out  of  tile  faid  vi- 
carage, belonging  to  the  priory  of  Shouldharn,  pay- 
ing 5d.  per  ann.  for  the  annual  rent. 

ST.  BENNETT'S  ABBEY  MANOR.  This  abbey  had  in 
the  reign  of  Edward,  as  we  learn  from  Doomfday 
book,  a  lordfhip  in  this  town,  which  Grimholf  s;ave, 
foon  after  its  foundation  by  Canute  the  Great,  in 
1034;  and  was  valued  at  the  furvey  at  25!. 

Henry  II.  fent  his  precept  to  William  Turbe, 
bifliop  of  Norwich,  that  he  fhould  permit  William 
the  abbot  of  St.  Bennet,  and  Alexander  his  knight, 
(who  held  it  under  the  abbot)  to  have  the  advowfon 
of  the  church  of  Caflor,  it  being  found  by  the  in- 
quifition  of  i  2  men  to  belong  to  them. 

After  this  a  composition  was  made  between  the 
chapter  of  St,  Idevert.  of  Gornay  in  Normandy, 
and  the  dean  of  Flegg,  (probably  re£l or  of  Caftor) 
about  certain  tithes  here,  releafed  by. the  faid  chapter. 

This  fee  of  the  abbot's  was  divided  after  into  fe- 
veral  lordfhips,  and  held  of  the  abbey. 

CASTOR  and  REEDHAM  MANORS.  Alexander, 
above  called  the  abbot's  knight,  was  of  the  family 

B2  Of 
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of  De  Caftre,  and  had  the  principal  tenure  under 
the  abbot.  This  was  about  the  year  1220  held  by 
Sir  Robert  de  Caftre. — In  the  i  2th  of  Henry  III. 
1228,  Matthew  de  Gunton,  who  married  Kabcl, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Robert,  was  lord  in  her 
right. 

William  de  Reedham  had,  in  1230,  a  meffuage 
and  80  acres,  held  of  the  abbot  by  505.  per  ami. 

In  1233,  William  de  Reedham  granted  this,  then 
called  Reedham  Hail,  to  Ifabel  and  her  heirs,  to  be 
held  of  him  paying  half  a  mark  per  ann.  to  him, 
and  505.  to  the  abbot;  and  (lie  had  wreck  at  fea 
here.  Sir  Robert  her  father,  was  a  benefaclor  to 
the  abbey,  and  granted  a  meffuage,  with  So  acres,. 
and  the  homage  of  Peter  Fitz-Ofbert. 

Richer  the  abbot  granted  it  to  his  niece,  on  her 
marriage,  on  condition  that  the  lands  found  the 
convent  fifteen  days  provifions  for  their  dinner. 

Robert  de  Caftre  had  a  grant  of  free  warren  in  the 
44th  of  Henry  III.  1260. 

Sir  William  de  Reedham  had  a  lordfhip  held  of 
the  abbot,  in  the  3d  of  Edward  I.  1275,  and  Oliver 
de  Ingham  held  it  of  Bardiolomew  de  Reedham  in 
the  leth  of  Edward  II.  1317,  by  the  fervice  of  a 
barbed  arrow. 

John  de  Caftre  was  lord  of  Caftor  Manor  in  the 
7th  of  Richard  II.  1384,  and  afterwards  it  came 
with  Reedham  hall,  to  the  Faftolfs. 

Sir  John  Faftolf  was  lord  of  both  in  1450,  on 
whofe  death,  John  Pafton,  efcj.  was  lord ;  and  fo 

they 
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theyxvcre  united  to  the  lordfhip  of  Caftor-Bardolph 
above-mentioned. 

VAI:X'S  and  BOZOUN'S  MANORS.  In  the  2ifl  of 
Edward  I.  1293,  Peter  de  Bozoun  had  a  lordfhip. 
In  the  gth  of  Edward  II.  1316,  John  de  Vaux  had 
a  loidihip  ;  and  in  the  i  yth  of  that  king  feveral  mef- 
fuages,  8cc.  in  this  town,  Burgh  St.  Mary,  Rollefby, 
Clippefby,  Repps,  Baftwi'ck,  &c.  and  the  moiety  of 
the  chapel  of  St.  John  of  Cailor. 

This  came  after  from  Vaux  to  the  Sparroxves,  and 
William  Sparrowe,  of  Norwich,  granted  in  the 
37th  of  Edward  III.  1363,  to  Hugh  Faftolf,  of 
Great 'Yarmouth,  all  his  right  in  the  manov  of  Vaux.- 
hall,  and  advowfon  of  the  moiety  of  St.  John's 
chapel. 

Bozoun' s  manor  came  alfo  to  the  Faftolfs,  and 
was  poflTefiTed  by  the  renowned  fir  John  Faftolf  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VI. 

There  were  two  branches  of  this  very  ancient  and 
honourable  family:  one  in  Suffolk,  the  other  at 
Caflor  in  Norfolk. 

The  Suffolk  family  alfo  quartered  gules,  fretty  or, 
Mandevile,  fable,  a  crofs  flurt  or  Brakam  and  argent, 
a  bend  between  fix  crofs  crofslets  fable,  Tye. 

The  Norfolk  family  for  diftin&ion  bore  on  their 
bend  three  crofslets  or. 

Of  this  family  was  Sir  John  Faftolf,  knight,  lord 
of  Kimberly,  whofe  daughter  and  heir  married  fir 
John  Wodehoufe,  lord  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV. 

The 


10  HUNDREDOF 

The  firft  of  the  family  we  find  to  have  had  any 
intercft  in  this  town  of  Caftor,  was  Thomas  Faftolf, 
efq.  to  whom  Oliver  de  Ingham  granted  in  the  yth 
of  Edward  II.  1314.  his  right  in  the  manor  of  Reed- 
ham  in  this  town;  and  in  1356.  John  Faflolf,  efq. 
purchafed  the  lordfhip  of  Vaux,  which  was  con- 
firmed to  Hugh  Faflolf,  efq.  in  1363. 

John  FaAolf,  efq.  was  lord  of  Vaux  and  Reed- 
ham's,  and  Caftor  manors,  held  of  the  abbot  of 
Holme,  and  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Nicho- 
las in  the  church  of  Yarmouth,  leaving  John  his  Ion 
and  heir,  the  famous  fir  John  Faftolf. 

Fuller,  in  his  Worthies,  fays  fir  John  hi  his  mi- 
nority was  a  ward  of  the  great  John  duke  of  Bed- 
ford, third  (on  of  Henry  IV.  regent  of  France  in  the 
reign  of  his  nephew  Henry  VI.  He  married  Mili- 
centia,  fecond  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Robert  Tibe- 
tot,  efq.  fon  of  fir  John  Tibetot. 

The  efpoufal  of  Milicentia  was  made  in  Ireland, 
on  the  feaft  of  St.  Hilary,  in  the  i  oth  year  of  Hen- 
Fy  IV.  1409,  when  fir  John  Faftolf,  her  hufband, 
and  fir  Gilbert  Umfrevil,  knt.  were  bound  in  a 
bond  to  Stephen  Scroop,  archdeacon  of  Richmond, 
and  James  d'Artois,  a  famous  'fquire,  remarkable  for 
chivalry,  of  loool.  to  pay  to  the  faid  Milicentia 
yearly,  during  her  life,  at  her  chamber,  iool.  per 
ann.  and  it  appears  that  fhe  was  living  and  received 
the  fame  in  the  24th  of  Henry  VI.  but  died  before 
her  hufband  without  iffue. 

Sir  John  was  bred  from  his  youth  to  arms,  and 
being  a  knight,  attended  Henry  VI.  in  his  firfl  ex- 
pedition into.  France,  in  his  fecond  year.  On  the 
taking  of  Harfleur  in  Normandy,  he  was  appointed 

by 
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by  the  king  lieutenant  governor  under  Thomas  duke 
of  Exeter,   the  king's  uncle. 

After  this,  fignilizing  himfelf,  he  was  made  cap- 
tain of  Conde  Norean  and  Alencon,  governor  of 
Melans,  mailer  of  the  houihold  to  John,  duke  of 
Bedford  (regent  of  France)  deputy  governor  of  Nor^ 
mandy,  governor  of  Anjou  and  Main,  fub-governor 
of  die  city  of  Manfe,  &c.  created  a  knight  banncrcc 
under  his  own  banner,  at  the  battle  of  Vernoile  in 
Fiance,  and  knight  of  the  garter  in  the  yth  of  Henry 
VI.  1429,  and  had  the  tide  of  baron  of  Sincginglc 
in  France. 

"•  Yet  this  rcraarkablc  great  man,  fays  Mr.  Parkin, 
of  eminent  approved  worth,  honour  and  dignity, 
Shakefpear  brings  on  the  flage  as  a  buffoon,  a  mere 
Thrafo,  as  a  fuperanuated  old  man,  at  the  time  of 
Henry  Vs.  acceffion  to  the  crown,  when  he  was  not 
above  thirty-one  years  of  age."* 

He  was  born  in  the  year  1380,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 6,  1459,  aged  near  eighty  years ;  and  was  bu- 
ried in  a  chapel  built  by  him  of  free-flone,  on  the 
north-fide  of  the  prefbytety  of  the  abbey  church  of 
St.  Bennet  at  Holme,  dole  by  his  late  wife. 

By  his  will,  he  defires  "  his  fubflance  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of  in  the  bed  manner,  for  the  pleafure  of  God 
and  his  foul's  health,  So:,  alio  for  the  relief,  fuccour 

and 

*  The  vulgar  idea  that  our  Norfolk  hero  fat  for  the  piclure 
drawn  by  the  immortal  Shakefpear  in  his  Henry  IV.  and  Merry 
Wives  of  Windfor,  is  exploded  by  every  author  of  credit ;  we 
will  only  obferve,  that  fo  wanton  an  attack  on  the  memory  of 
an  Englijh  Worthy  could  not  be  made  by  an  Englijh  Bard,  nor 
reprefented  before  an  Englijh  Audience.  . 
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and  help  of  the  fouls  that  he  was  next  obliged  to 
pray  and  do  pray  for,  Sec." 

His  executors  were  fir  William  Yclverton,  the 
judge,  William  Jenncy,  efq.  ferjeant  at  law,  John 
Pafion,  efq.  Thomas  Howes,  clerk,  and  William 
Worcefler,  alias  Botoner,  who  is  faid  to  have  been 
his  herald  and  chief  fleward,  a  diligent  and  curious 
antiquary;  from  whofe  manufcript,  entitled  Itinera- 
rium,  in  Corpus  Chrifti  College,  Cambridge,  Mr. 
Parkin  collected  many  particulars  relating  to  his 
mafter. 

Amongft  thefe  executors  there  appears  to  have 
been  difputes  and  differences  much  to  the  injury  of 
firjohn's  will,  whofe  eflate  and  fortune  was  immenfe, 
acquired  from  the  great  places  that  he  enjoyed  for 
many  years,  and  efpecially  from  the  furprifing  cap- 
tures and  plunders  he  obtained  in  the  wars  of  Fiance. 
As  his  fortunes  were  large,  fo  was  his  chanty  and 
benefactions. 

The  chapel  that  he  built  of  free-ftone  in  the  abbey 
of  St.  Bennet,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  was 
twenty-two  feet  long. 

He  built  the  fouth  aile  of  the  faid  abbey  church, 
much  decayed,  anew  from  the  ground,  all  of  free- 
ftone,  with  a  curious  arched  vault  of  the  fame, 
fifty-eight  paces  or  fteps  (as  Worcefler  fays)  long,  and 
ckven  broad,  the  length  of  its  altar  being  fifteen 
palms,  and  the  breadth  five. 

A  ftiort  time  before  his  death  he  founded  a  college 
of  priefls  in  his  lordfhip  or  manfion-houfe  of  Caftor, 
wherein  were  feven  priefts,  and  alfo  an  hofpital 
therein  for  feven  poor. men, 

fa 
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In  the  6th  year  of  Edward  IV*.  1466,  from  the  fo 
veral  receipts  it  appears,  that  the  pi  lefts  had  in  money 
allowed  befides  their  diet,  Sec.  40!.  per  ann.  and  the 
poor  men  4?  s.  per  ann.  each. 

The  fum'of  20!.  was  given  to  build  a  new  window 
in  the  abbey  of  Wendling.  To  Broomholm  priory 
24!.  .  The  abbey  of  Langley  had  Sol.  lent  to  them. 
In  1442,  Yelverton  his  executor,  is  blamed  for  giving 
a  receipt  to  Wainfleet,  Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  for 
four  hundred  and  forty-two  marks  of  fir  John's 
money.  The  bifhop  of  Ely  (Grey)  had  14.0!.  The' 
earl  of  Wiltshire  (Butler)  had  a  legacy  of  27!.  and  of 
two  gallon  pots,  weighing  twelve-fcore  of  thirteen 
ounces  of  filver.  The  earl  of  Salifbury  (Ncvill)  165!. 

Twenty-three  ounces  of  gold,  and  3033  ounces  of 
fllver,  were  fold  by  his  executors,  who  had  larg« 
fums  in  their  hands. 

Thomas  Howes,  one  of  them,  confeffor  to  fir 
John,  a  grey  frier,  reclor  of  Cafllecomb  in  Wiltfhire, 
of  Blofield  and  of  Pulham  in  Norfolk,  had  about 
4000!.  in  his  hands  to  lay  out  in  repairs  and  orna- 
ments of  churches  and  religious  houfes ;  and  with 
part  of  this  he  repaired  the  church  and  chancel  of 
Pulham  St.  Mary,  and  in  a  fouth  window  fet  up  the 
effigies  of  this  knight  in  his  coat  and  armour  gilt, 
with  his  creft,  a  plume  of  feathers,  argent,  on  a 
torfe  or  wreath  azure,  and  or ;  with  his  arms  quar- 
terly, or,  and  azure,  on  a  bend,  gules,  three  croi's 
croilets,  impaling  his  lady's  arms,  argent,  a  faltire, 
ingrailed  gules  ;  alfo  the  effigies  of  his  lady  kneel- 
ing ;  over  her  the  faid  arms  of  fir  John,  alfo  the  arms 
of  St.  George.  Under  thefe, 

G  Orate 
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Or  file  p.  aitib.  Jo/is.  Fcifiolf  Militis  qm  mnha  bonA 
fecit  in  tempcre.  vite,  et  Milicentie  U\oris  ejns  et 
Domini  Theme  Hciccs  iftius  ecdcs.  reclo?~is,  ft  om- 
nium Fiddium  Dcfunclorum. 

The  feat  or  hall  of  Caflor  was  a  noble  ftrong 
•ile ;  Worcefter  fays  that  the  great  hall  was  fifty-nine 
:et  in  length,  and  twenty-eight  feet  in  breadth. 

He  had  a  cky  houfe  in  Pockthorpe  at  Norwich* 
oppofite  to  St.  James's  church,  called  Faftolfs  Place, 
where  a  few  vears  paft,  in  a  room  ufed  by  a  baker 
for  his  office,  were  feveral  effigies  in  a  bow  window. 

Jn  a  long  north  window,  manv  effigies  of  facred 
and  profane  warriors,  David,  Sampfon,  Hercules, 
Sec.  alfo  an  engagement  between  two  knights,  which 
was.  that  of  fir  John  with  a  French  nobleman,  the 
due  de  Alencon,  whom  he  took,  prifoner  in  France, 
brought  him  to  England,  and  kept  him  at  Cafior, 
•till  a  very  large  fum  was  paid  for  his  ranlorn, 

A  good  part  of  the  Frenchman  was  then  entire, 
liad  a  noble  prefence,  a  prolix  white  beard  ;  the  ef- 
figy of  fir  John  much  fhattered,  his  upper  part 
gone. 

On  February  10,  in  the  i  7th  of  Edward  IV.  an 
indenture  \va-s  made  by  the  executors  of  -fir  John, 
appointing  a  furveyor  of  the  lands  and  tenements 
in  Southwark,  and  other  places  in  Surry,  late  fir 
John's,  to  perform  his  laft  will,  and  alio  receiver  of 
the  rents,  and  that  he  (hail  do  in  the  defence  and 
keeping  out  John  Pafton,  efq.  and  .of  all  other* 
claiming  by  him. 
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Sir  John  Faflolf  had  by  his  will  appointed  this- 
Jbhn  Pafton,  efq.  one  of  his  executors,  and  had 
given  to  them  all  his  manors,  lands,  Sec,  in  truft, 
to  found  ihe  college  of  the  feven  priefts,  and  feven 
poor  men,  in  the  rnanor4ioufe  at  Caftor,  Sec.  "  For 
"  the  fingular  truft  and  love  (fays  fir  John)  that  I 
"  have  to  my  coufin  John  Pafton  before  all  others, 
"  being  in  every  belief  that  he  will  execute  this  my 
"  lafl  will," 

But  it  appears  that  this  John  Pafton,  efq.  had 
entered  on  the  manor  of  Cailor,  and  was  imprifon- 
ed  in  the  Fleet  of  London,  bv  Nevill,  bifliop  of  Ex> 
cter,  Nov.  3,  1464)  then  chancellor. 

On  hi8  death,  in  1466,  he  left  it  to  his  eldefl  fon 
fir  John  Pafton. 

July  6,  1466,  the  king  granted  him  a  warrant  un- 
der his  hand  and  privy-feal,  to  take  poueftion  "  of 
all  the  lands  and  inheritance  of  his  late  father,  or 
of  Agnes  his  grandmother,  or  of  Margaret  his  -mo- 
ther, or  of  \Villiam  Pafton  and  Clement  Pafton,  his 
uncles  ;  alfo  the  manor  and  place  of  Cailor,  or  of 
any  other  cftate  which  his  father  had,  by  way  of  gift 
or  purchafe,  of  the  late  fir  John  Faftolf,  which  lands 
had  been  feized  by  the  king,  on  evil  furmifes  made 
to  him  againft  his  deceafed  father,  himfelf,  and  un- 
cle§,  of  all  which  they  were  fufficiemly,  openly, 
and  worfhi-pfully  cleared  before  the  king;1'  and  of 
z'f.  oilief  pQiTeffions,  by  gift  or  purchafe,  "  in  the 
manor  <?r  place  of  Caftor." 


misfortune  alfo  happened  to  this  feat,  or 
the  fame  time,  gwiug  to  irje  negligence 
a  girl,  wtjQ  iff  making  a  bed.   (e.t  fire  to  it  by 
i  did  *;on{i<ierable  damage. 

C  3  An* 
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And  here  we  hope  to  be  excufed,  if  we  obfcfve, 
what  a  confiderable  number  of  worthy  men,  men  of 
great  renown,  honour  and  gallantry,  of  the  county 
of  Norfolk,  fignalized  therafelves  in  the  wars  of 
France,  Sec.  in  the  three  fucceffive  reigns  of  Henrjc 
IV.  V.  and  VI. 

Jn  the  Paflon  family  it  continued  fome  time. 

William  Crowe,  efq.  was  lord  in  1661,  Roger 
Crowe,  efq.  in  1708  and  1724,  from  whom  it  came 
to  his  nephew,  John  Bediugrield,  efq.  of  Aylfhani, 
the  prcfent  lord  and  patron. 

In  1771,  Capt.  Grofs  took  a  view  of  the  ruins  of 
Caftor  caflle,  to  which  he  has  added  a  defcription : 

"  It  feems  rather  to  have  been  a  caflellated  man- 
fion,  than  an  edifice  calculated  for  defence.  The 
time  of  its  ereclion  is  not  exaclly  known,  but  from 
its  materials,  which  are  brick,  it  cannot  be  older 
than  about  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 
when  that  manor  belonged  to  fir  John  Faftolf,  a  ge- 
neral and  knight  of  the  garter.  The  manor  of  Caf- 
tor had  been  in  that  family  ever  fince  the  gth  of 
Edward  II.  when  Thomas  Faftolf  purchafed  it  of 
fir  Oliver  Ingham'  knt.  and  it  is  more  than  proba- 
ble, fome  houfe  or  caflle  might  then  be  (landing. 
Indeed,  Tanner  mentions  one  as  early  as  Edward  I. 

"  A  manufcrlpt  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  late  Mr. 
Anftis,  garter  king  of  arms,  relates,  that  fir  ]Ahn 
Faftolf  having  taken  the  duke  of  Alencon  prifjpncr 
at  fhe  battle  of  Agincourt,  that  duke  agreed  0s  a 
rrafom,  to  build  a  caftle  here,  fimilar  to  his  own  in 
France,  in  confequence  of  which  agreement,  this 
tca(lle  was  creeled  at  his  expence.  The  evidence  of 

this 
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this'manufcript  is  corroborated  by  a  common  tradi- 
tion to  the  fame  effecl. 

"  A  manufcript  account  of  this  building,  by  Mr. 
Blomefield,  fays,  that  Henry  V.  gave  licence  to  iir 
John  to  build  Caflor  houfc  as  Jlrong  <?.$  hnnfelf  could 
devife,  and  appointed  it  a  fonification  for  Yarmouth. 
This  permifiion  it  is,  however,  evident  he  did  not 
avail  himfelf  of,  and  perhaps  thofe  were  only  words 
of  courfe,  inferted  in  his  licence  for  form-fake.  The 
battle  of  Agincourt  was  fought  O&.  25,  1415,  and 
fuppofmg  this  to  have  been  begun  even  three  or  four 
years  after  that  event,  it  will  place  Caflor  caftle  very 
forward  among  the  oldeft  brick  buildings  in  thir 
kingdom. 

"  William  de  Botener,  alias  de  Worcefter,  in  his 
Itenerary,  preferved  in  Bennet  college,  Cambridge, 
relates,  that  this  caftle  was  befieged  twice  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  IV.  once  by  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
and  another  time  by  lord  Scales.  In  the  account  of 
thefe  tranfaclions,  this  foundation  is  mentioned  as 
being  direcled  by  the  lafl  will  of  fir  John  Faftolf." 

The  following  extract  was  obtained  from  the  col- 
leclion  of  the  late  John  Ives,  jun.  efq.  of  Yarmouth. 
As  it  contains  ieveral  curious  particulars  it  (hall  be 
given  at  length. 

"  This  manfion,  or  caflle,  enclofed  a  court,  in 
.figure  a  re&angled  parellelogram,  whofe  fquth  and 
north  fides  were  fomewhat  larger  than  thofe  on  the 
eaft  and  weft.  On  the  north-weft  angle  was  the 
tower,  which,  according  to  Anftis,  is  upwards  of 
one  hundred  feet  in  height.  The  grand  entrance  lay 
over  a  draw-bridge  on  the  weft  fide, 

C  3  «  On 
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"  On  the  right  hand  on  entering  the  great  hall, 
which,  Worcelter  MS.  fays,  meafured  forty-nine 
feet  in  length,  and  twenty-eight  feet  in  breadth,  ad- 
joining to  this  tower,  was  the  dining-room,  the  great 
fire-place  of  which  is  flill  to  be  fecn.  Dircclly  eaft 
of  this,  communicating  by  a  draw-bridge,  flood  the 
college,  which  appears  to  have  encomparfed  three 
fides  of  a  fquare,  whofe  area  was  larger  than  that  in- 
cluded in  the  walls  of  the  manlion.  The  weft  fide 
was  bounded  by  a  mote;  at  its  fouth-eaft  and  north- 
taft  angles,  it  had  two  round  towers ;  towards  the 
weft  end  of  the  north  fide  ran  the  great  avenue.'' 
This  building  was,  in  all  likelihood,  the  hall  or 
nianHon  mentioned  by  Tanner. 

"Round  the  modern  caflle  ran  a  mote,  which, 
according  to  tradition,  communicated  with  a  naviga- 
ble creek.  In  a  fmall  building,  now  ufed  as  a  farrn- 
fioufe,  a  little  fouth-weft  of  the  manfion,  is  fhcwn 
a  large  arch,  capable  of  receiving  a  boat  of  conii- 
derable  burthen.  This  is  called  the  barge-houfc. 
When  it  is  confidered  the  changes  the  different 
creeks  and  channels  hereabouts  have  undergone,  this 
afTertion  will  not  appear  improbable, 

"  At  prefent  only  the  weft  and  north  walls  are  re- 
maining, together  with  the  tower.  The  fouth  and 
eaft  fides  are  nearly  levelled  with  the  ground  ;  what 
is  remaining  of  the  college  is  converted  into  barns  and 
ftables.  On  an  arch  over  a  bow  window  in  the  in- 
fide  of  thefe  ruins  was  the  arms  of  fir  John  Faftolf, 
furrounded  with  the  gaiter,  fairly  carved  in  ftone. 
This  has  been  lately  taken  down  and  depofited  in  the 
library  of  his  excellency  the  earl  of  Buckinghamfhire, 
at  Biickling  in  this  county. 

«  Th* 
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•  Cf  The  following  is  the  extract  refpecKng  this 
caflle:  It  is  taken  from  the  Itinerary  of  William  Bo- 
toner,  alias  de  VVoicefler,  in  the  library  of  Bcnnet 
college,  Cambridge.  This  Botoner  \vas  an  hiftorian, 
bard  and  herald;  he  wrote  the  life  and  actions  of  fir 
John  Falftaff,  which  book  appears  to  have  been  once 
in  the  manufcript  library  at  Lambeth. 

"  On  the  feafl  of  the  Afiumption  of  the  bleffed 
Mary,  nine  years  before  the  caflle  was  belieged,  on 
St.  Bartholomew's  day,  a  cruel  day,  with  guns  at  the 
caftle,  and  the  fiege  laftcd  for  feven  days. 

"  Here  follows  the  names  of  the  men  at  arms  be- 
fieging  the  cattle  and  fortrefs  of  Caftle-Faftolf,  be- 
ginning on  Monday  before  the  feaft  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew, in  the  year of  Edward  IV.  the  king 

then  being  at  Coventry,  and  ihe  laid  fiege  continued 
lilt day  of  September. 

"  John,   duke  of  Norfolk,  his  brother,   fir 

William  Calthorpe,    fir  Gilbert   Debenham,   R.  Le- 

tham,  efq.  of  Plumltead,  Lancafter,    efq.    fir 

William  Brandon,  knt.  fir  Humphry  Talbot,  knt. 

"  Sir  John  Avenyngham  firft  fent  to  deliver  the 
caftle  to  the  duke,  but  the  lieutenant  refufcd. 

"  Thomas  Wingfield,    efq.    William   Wingfield* 

efq. Swanfey,  efq.  Hue  Anflyn,  efq.  John  Wald- 

grace,  knt. Debenham,  jun.  fir  Humphry  Tal- 
bot, fir  William  Calthorpe,  fir  J.  Hevingham,  fir 
Gilbert  Debenham,  fir  T.  Wingfield,  iir  William 
Brandon,  fir  Philip  Wentworth,  knt.  Syraond  Fitz- 
fymonde,  efq. 

C  4  "  Item 


2o  HUNDRED    OF 

"  Item — Eleven  fons,  Lancaflers,  by Tym- 

perly,  efq. 

"  James  Radcliffe,  efq.  Black  John  de  RadclifFc, 
£r  William  Debenham,  fir  Robert  Debcnham,  the 
fon  of  Lawrence  Reynford,  efq.  the  fon  of  Foulke 
Stafford,  efq,  Richard  Southwell,  efq.  Gilbert  Deben- 
ham, fen.  efq.  Broke,  efq,  fon  of  lord  Cobham, 

Bardwell,  efq.  of  Harling,  Norfolk,  

Steward,  efq.  from  near  Cromer. 

"  Memorandum — Lord  Anthony,  lord  Scalys, 
likewife  another  time  entered  the  caftle  of  Cattle 
Faflolf,  in  the  name  of  Edward  IV.  and  a  certain 
curfed  William  Yelverton  of  the  priory  of  Norwich, 

with  his  help,   and Seaming,  gentleman,   with 

other  fervants  of  that  lord,  kept  poffeffion  of  the 
caftle  for  the  fpace  of  half to  the  great  preju- 
dice of  the  goods  of  the  faid  caftle,  under  the  fcan- 
dalous  and  groundlefs  pretence  that  John  Pafton, 
efq.  was  a  nief  to  the  king,  although  the  fame  was 
falfe. 

"  Names  of  the  perfons  defending  the  faid  caftle 
againft  the  duke.  John  Pafton,  jun.  efq.  defended 
thefiege  in  the  place  of  fir  John  Pafton,  km.  his  bro- 
ther, who  was  abfent. 

"  J.  Dawbenny  efq.  killed  with  a  quarrel,  *  Ofborn 
Berney,  efq.  Ofborn  dc  Caftre,  valet,  t  John  Bett, 

valet, Mundynet,    bora  in   France,    Thomas 

Salem  of  Caftor — John  Vincent,   W.   Vincent,   W. 

Wod 

*  A  fliot  from  a  crofs  bow. 

t  Valet  here  probably  means  a  fervanr,  though  it  often  is 
put  fof  a  cadet  or  volunteer,  alfo  young  gentlemen  under  the 
age  of  eighteen. 
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Wod,  and  R.  Bylys  ferving  Pafton,  Jan.— Robert 
Ormond  de  Maltby,  Davy  Coke,  fervant  of  J.  H. 
John  Roos,  of  Philby,  John  Ofborn,  of  Philby, 
Joh-n  Norwade,  Raalyns,  a  foreigner,  William  Peny, 
a  foldier  of  Calais,  John  Leffe,  of  Calais,  Thdrnas 
Stampvs,  handles  and  will  fhoot  with  a  bow  for  a 
noble,  John  Pampyng  of  Norwich,  John  Chapman, 
a  foldier  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Somerfet,  John 
Jackfon,  of  Lancashire,  John  Spark,  of  Marfliam. 

"  At  firfl  John  the  aforenamed  duke,  a  week  be- 
fore fiege  was  laid  to  the  caflle,  fent  John  Hevenyng- 
ham,  knt.  a  relation  to  fir  John  Faftolf,  with  a  mcf- 
fage  to  John  Paflon,  efq.  the  younger,  lieutenant  of 
John  Pafton,  knt.  his  brother,  for  the  fafe  keeping 
thereof  to  the'ufe  of  his  brother,  during  his  abfencc 
on  the  fervice  and  bufinefs — A B im- 
porting that  he  the  duke  had  purchafed  the  faid 

caftle  of  a  certain  William  Yelverton — Juftice 

of  Norfolk,  named  one  of  the  executors  of  fir  John 
Faftolf,  knt.  lord  of  this  caftle,  although  it  was  con- 
trary to  his  will  and  teftament  that  it  fhould  be  fold/ 
he  having  ordained  that  it  fhould  be  a  hojufe  of 
prayer,  and  for  poor  people  for  ever,  to  be  founded 
for  offering  up  prayers  for  his  foul,  and  the  fouls  of 
his  parents.  And  he  the  faid  lieutenant  of  the  caftle 
refufed  delivery  of  the  caflle,  bccaufe  he  had  not  re- 
ceived the  cuftody  thereof  from  the  faid  duke,  but 
only  from  John  Pafton,  his  brother.  At  length, 
within  ten  days  from  that  time,  viz.  on  the  faid  Mon- 
day, the  faid  duke  with  his  army,  to  the  number  of 
three  thoufand  armed  men,  furrounded  the  caftle, 
and  attacked  it  in  three  places  with  machines,  called 
in  Englifh  guns,  culverynes,  &c.  8cc.  and  other  ar- 
tillery, ordnance  and  archers.11 

The 
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The  above  is  written  in  the  moft  barbarous  Latin 
imaginable,  and  in  fo  bad  a  hand  that  the  tranfcribcr 
was  obliged  to  guefs  at  feverai  words.  Nothing  re- 
fpecling  this  fiege  occurs  in  our  ancient  chronicles. 

Befides  this  tranfcript  the  late  Mr.  Ives  was 
in  poffeffion  of  feverai  original  manufcripts  re- 
lating to  fir  John  Faftolf ;  one  of  them  an  account 
figned  by  himfclf. 

HORNIXG-HALI.  In  the  6th  of  Henry  IV.  Ed- 
mund Redvfham  of  Ubbefton  in  Suffolk,  conveyed 
by  fine  to  John  Clere,  &c.  fix  meffuages,  land,  &c. 
in  this  town. 

Edmund  Clere,  efq.  was  lord  in  1457,  anc*  ™ 
the  34th  of  Henry  VIII.  Richard  Newport  granted 
the  third  part  of  Horning-hali  in  Caftor,  to  Sir 
John  Clere. 

In  the  £rft  of  Edward  VI.  Sir  William  Pa3on 
was  lord  of  it,  and  fo  it  was  united  LO  the  other 
JorcUhips, 

Thomas  Branfby,  efq.  gave  ten  acres  of  land  in 
Hemefby,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor  of  C  aft  or. 

Mrs.  Cobb,  Sec.  gave  55!.  the  interefi  to  be  laid 
out  in  coals  for  the  poor. 

The  town  was  divided  into  two  parifh.es,  Caflor 
Trinity,  and  Caftor  St.  Edmund. 

Caflor  Holy  Trirrky  cfcurch  was  a  Tefiory,  an- 
tiently  valued  at  thirty  marks,  and  the  abbot  of  St. 
Bennet  had  a  portion  of  tithe  valued  at  aos. 
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In  the  5 6th  of  Henry  III.  1272,  Sir  John  Bar- 
do!  ph  granted  the  advoufon  of  ihis  church  to  the 
prior  of  Shouidham. 

On  tlic  8th  of  July,  jgSy,  Henry,  bifhop  of  Nor- 
wich, appropriated  this  church  to  Shouidham  priory, 
refcrving  to  himfelf  a  penGon  of  235.  4.d.  per  aim, 
a  vicarage  to  be  affigned  of  twenty  marks  value,  the 
nomination  theicof  to  be  in  the  bifhop.  and  the  pre- 
fentation  in  the  priory,  a  pcnfion  of  33.  4d.  to  the 
prior  of  Norwich,  and  another  of  45.  per  ann.  to 
the  arch-deacon  of  Norwich.  The  prefent  value 
of  the  vicarage  is  61.  Sd. 

On  this  appropriation,  and  a  vicarage  being  fet- 
tled, the  nuns  of  Shouidham,  were  taxed  for  the 
reclory  at  twenty  marks,  and  the  vicar  at  ten  marks. 

At  the  difiblution  of  Shouldhmn  priory,  the  rec- 
tor of  this  church,  and  patronage  of  the  vicarage, 
•was  granted  by  Henry  VIII.  on  May  7,  1543,  in  his 
36th  year,  to  Sir  William  Pafton. 

In  the  12th  of  Henry  III.  Roger,  prior  of  Hick- 
ling,  granted  to  Matthew  de  Gunton  twenty  acres  of 
marfh,  in  exchange  for  i.Ss.  rent  in  Roilefby. 

The  temporalities  of  St.  Bennefs  abbey  in  14.28, 
were  3!.  IDS.  lod. 

The  temporalities  of  Hickling  priory  in  Caftor 
Trinity,  land  and  marfh,  4°s.  8d. 

In  1370,  William  Ryfing,  pitanciary  and  monk 
of  St.  iknnet,  received  of  the  redor  of  Caflor  Tri-« 
nity,  IDS.  per  ann.  penfion. 

la 
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In  1393,  John  Faftolf,  of  Caftor,  fon  of  Nicholas, 
was  buried  in  this  church. 

The  church  of  Caflor  Trinity  is  decayed,  and 
made  ufe  of  as  a  barn.  It  {lands  behind  a  farm- 
houfe,  on  afummit  which  overlooks  Yarmouth,  and 
the  level  of  marines  on  each  fide  of  Biayden. 

CASTOR  ST,  EDMUND,  is  a  redory ;  the  old 
value  was  eight  marks,  the  prefent  value  is  4!. 

The  church  has  a  nave,  fouth  aile  and  chancel 
covered  with  lead,  and  a  fquare  tower  with  three 
bells.  It  flands  on  the  north  fide  of  the  turnpike 
road  leading  from  Yarmouth  to  Norwich ;  is  in  good 
repair,  and  has  fome  handfome  tomb-flones  in  the 
church-yard. 

4 

The  patronage  was  long  in  the  family  of  Bar- 
dolph,  and  is  now  in  John  Bedingfield,  efq.  of 
Aylfham. 

In  the  chancel  are  feveral  grave-ftones — To  Brere- 
ton,  Crowe,  Claphamfon,  Branfby,  Gibfon,  8cc. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  a  mural  marble 
monument,  with  a  buft  and  the  arms  of  Guhdmus 
•  Crowe,  Armiger  Natus  tjl  A°.  1617,  Obijt.  1668, 
atat.  JUCK  5 1 ,  cum  trimeftri,  quod  excurrit,  fpatio. 

On  another  mural  monument, — M.  S.  Johannh  de 
Blennerhaffettorum,  obt.  11,  Cat.  Jun.  A.  D.  1704, 
a  tat.  52. 

4<  DC  Metton  natus  jactt  hie  Nigtr  tumulatus, 
^  Prejbiter  datus-tjit  ej  deus  et  miferalus. 

Laurence 
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Laurence  Womack,  clerk,  obijt  Da.  30,  1724,  aged 
$1  years. 

In  the  nave  —  "  Here  layeth  Elizabeth,  late  the  wife 
of  John  Pa/ton,  on  wlwfe  fault,  Jeju  have  mercy. 

Thomas  Ely,  of  Caftor  St.  Edmund,  buried  in 
this  church  porch,  gave  by  will  in  1514,  two  acres 
of  land,  to  the  finding  of  two  lamps  in  the  laid 
church  and  chancel  before  St.  Edmund. 

In  the  church  were  the  arms  of  Clere  impaling 
Braunch,  and  Mauteby  impaling  Berney. 

Here  was  the  free  chapel,  chauntry,  or  college  of 
Caftor-hall,  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift,  or 
the  Evangelift.  firft  founded  by  Sir  Robert  de  Caftor, 
and  John  Faftolf,  efq.  father  of  Sir  John  Faftolf, 
removed  the  church  which  was  on  the  bank,  and  al- 
moft  devoured  by  the  fea  to  his  own  manor,  called 
Caftor-Faftolf,  valued  at  535.  4d. 

The  prefentation  to  the  free  chapel,  chauntry,  or 
college  of  Cailor-hall  in  1300  was  with  fir  William 
de  Vaux,  and  Peter  de  Bozoun. 

In  1444  the'cuflos  was  collated  by  the  bifhop,  as 
a  prefent  from  fir  John  Faftolf. 

The  chapel  was  diflblved  in  the  sd  year  of  Ed- 
ward VI.  after  the  refignation  of  William  Parker,  the 
laft  mafter  or  cuftos,  and  granted  to  fir  William  Paf- 
ton.  It  was  well  endowed,  as  will  appear  from  the 
grant  of  it  on  January  14,  1608,  in  the  6th  of 
James  I.  to  Thomas  Corbet,  efq.  of  Sprowflon,  and 
Robert  JCemp,  gent,  of  Antingham,  in  truft. 

All 
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All  that  the  late  diflqlved  free  chapel  in  Caflor  St. 
Trinity,  with  its  appurtenances,  and  all  tithes  of 
corn,  grain  and  hay,  wool,  £x.  one  hundred  acres  of 
arable  land  in  Callor.  Ormefby,  and  Scratby,  foinc 
time  belonging  to  the  faid  free  chapel,  &:c.  to  and 
for  the  ufes  following,  viz. 

To  the  poor  of  Caflor,  40$.  per  annum,  to  be  dif- 
tributed  by  the  miniiler  and  church-wardens,  for  the 
time  being,  equally  at  liaftcr  and  Chiiflmas,  20?. 
"SI.  per  ann.  to  the  poor  of  Great  Yarmouth,  to  be 
difhibuted  by  the  bailiffs  ; — the  reft  for  ever  to  Ralph 
Same,  clerk,  incumbent  of  Caflor,  and  his  fucccdors 
for  ever,  on  condition  that  he  (hall  weekly  there  ufe 
the  godly  exerdfe  of  preaching  and  expounding  the 
holy  word  of  God,  for  better  teaching  and  inUiuel- 
ing  the  people  there. 

This  deed  is  inrolled  in  the  chancery,  Jan.  17, 
1608,  and  the  eflute  is  now  veiled  in  feofiecs. 

In  this  town  was  alfo  the  chapel  of  St.  Margaret 
Handing  in  1 524  ;  and  in  1 632  the  lord  of  Caflor  is 
faid  to  hold  one  acre,  on  which  flood  St.  Margaret's 
chapel. 

In  this  chapel  fir  John  Faftolf  defigncd  to  have 
creeled  a  college  for  fcven  monks,  or  fecular  priefls, 
and  feven  poor  men,  and  to  endow 'the  fame  with 
-feven  hundred  and  twenty  marks  rent,  out  of  this 
manor,  which  he  gave  or  fold  to  his  coufin,  John 
Pafton,  efq.  who  laboured  to  ellabiifh  it  til!  his  death, 
in  the  6th  of  Edward  IV.  1466,  as  did  fir  John  his 
ion ;  but  whether  it  was  ever  in.corporated  or  fully 
iealed,  may  be  doubted, 

That 


EASTFLEGG,  2? 

There  were  fix  priefts  and  fix  poor  men  here,  at 
the1  death  of  John  Pafton,  efq.  as  appears  from  an 
old  roll  wrote  at  this  time  ;  wherein  mention  is  made 
of  their  wages  or  falaries. 

In  1724,  the  Rev.  Robert  Clayton  was  preferred 
to  the  refiory  of  St.  Edmund,  with  Caftor  Trinity', 
confolidated  September  22,  1608. 

This  village  is  two  miles  from  Yarmouth,  and  is 
on  the  great  road  from  thence  to  Norwich.  The 
pubjick  gardens  there  for  the  reception  and  enter- 
tainment of  gentry,  are  much  admired  and  refoited 
to. 

FILBY,  wrote  in  Daomfday  Filebey.  and  Phileby. 
Ralph  Stalre  was  lord  in  the  reign  of  the  Confeffor, 
and  had  two  carucates,  &c. 

Fourteen  free  men  had  alfo  half  a  curucate  of 
land,  &c.  valued  then  at  405. — at  the  furvcy  at  503. 

On  the  expulfion  of  Stalre,  the  Conqueror  granted 
it  to  Rabell  the  artificer ,  who  had  the  command  (as 
an  engineer)  of  all  the  engines,  or  brakes,  and  the 
direction  of  them  at  the  battering  of  forts,  Sec.  and 
had  alfo  from  the  Conqueror,  the  lordfhip  of  More, 
a  village  in  BloEeld  hundred. 

The  king  and  the  earl  of  Norfolk  had  the  foe  of 
the  free  men  ;  and  the  town  was  on-e  leuca  and  three 
furlongs  and  an  half  long,  and  half  a  ieuca  and 
twenty-five  perches  broad. 

It  rvas  foon  after  die  fut  vey  in  the  croiin,  aod  in 
tlie  reign  of  Henry  II.  was  poffeded  by  William  de 
Cheny,  a  Ion  of  Robert  fkz-Waltcr,  (bunder  of 

Horsford 
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Horsford  priory ;  and  by  his  daughter  and  coheir 
Margaret,  came  to  Hugh  de  Creffi,  whofe  defcend- 
ant  Stephen  de  Creffi,  dying  without  iffue,  it  came 
as  an  efcheat  to  the  crown, 

Henry  III.  granted  it  to  William  de  Valentia,  his 
brother-in-lato,  earl  of  Pembioke,  about  the  50th 
year  of  his  reign. 

This  earl  had  the  lete,  affife,  and  wreck  at  fea. — 
Audornere  his  fon,  earl  of  Pembroke,  inherited  it. 

From  that  earl  it  came  by  marriage  to  David  de 
Strabolgie,  earl  of  Athol,  who  died  about  the  4gth 
of  Edward  III.  137.5,  and  by  his  two  daughters  and 
co-heirs,  Elizabeth,  by  marriage,  firft  to  fir  Thomas 
Percy,  and  after  to  fir  John  Scroop ;  and  by  Phi- 
lippa,  his  other  daughter,  to  fir  John  de  Halfham. 

The  heirefs  of  this  lad  family  brought  the  whole 
to  John  Lukenor,  efq. 

In  the  gd  of  Edward  IV.  1463,  fir  Jeffrey  Bo- 
leyn  died  feifed  of  it,  having  purchafed  it  of  the 
feoffees  of  the  Halfhams ;  and  in  the  4th  of  Edward 
IV.  1550,  fir  James  Bolcyne  conveyed  it  to  Tho- 
mes  Clere,  efq.  of  Stokefby. 

Mr.  Gooch  was  lord  and  patron  in  1740, 

Roger  Bigot,  anceftor  of  the  earl  of  Norfolk,  had 
at  the  furvey  a  lordfhip,  of  which  four  free-men  were 
deprived,  and  Stanart  held  it  under  Bigot. 

The  ancient  family  of  De  Filby,  who  affumed 
their  name  from  this  town,  were  lords  of  this  ma- 
nor. 

Sir 
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Sir  Ralph  dc  Filby  was  lord  about  the  year  1280* 
and  Robert  dc  Filby  was  lord  of  EaA-hall.  in  this 
town  in  1315.  He  had  two  daughters  and  co-heirs, 
Joan  married  to  Richard  de  Berking,  and  Ifabel  to 
John  de  Holbeck,  who  held  it  by  equal  moieties. 
They  were  bound  to  hold  it  of  the  Earl  Marfhal, 
and  had  alternately  the  prefentation. 

In  1390,  fohn  Berking  of  Rolleflby  prefented  as 
lord,  and  fold  the  advovvfon  to  fir  Henry  Inglos, 
who  prefented  in  1436. 

The  manor  of  Berkings  Came  to  the  family  of 
Giggs.  Robert  Giggs,  gent,  of  Sparham,  held  it 
at  his  death  in  1434,  and  was  patron  of  the  church* 
and  it  came  after  to  the  Cieres  of  Stokefby. 

The  earl  Warren  had  a  lordfhip,  of  which  Eftgar 
a  free  man  was  deprived.  In  this  lordihip  were  three 
fait- works,  Sec. 

Richard  Agutllon  tvas  lord  in  the  reign  of  Henry 

II.  whofe  daughter  and  heir,  Ifabel,  brought  it  by 
marriage  to  fir  Robert  de  Holme,   who  was  alfo  lord 
of  Holme-Hale  in  South  Greenhoe  hundred. 

His  foil  fir  Giles  was  lord  in  the  24th  of  Henry 

III.  1240,  and  held  it  of  the  earl  Warren  by  a  quar- 
ter of  a  fee. 

Sir  Robert  de  Holme,  one  of  the  juftices  of  Trail- 
Bafton  in  the  3d  of  Edward  I.  1275,  had  the  affife 
of  bread  and  beer,  view  of  frank  pledge,  Sec. 

Giles  de  Hulmo  or  Holme,  claimed  the  fame  in 

the  14th  of  that  king,  and  it  was  brought  to — 

D  dc 
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'de  Piumflead,  by   the  marriage  of  Alice,  his  fitter' 
and  heir. 

John  de  Plumflead  kept  his  firft  court  at  Filby 
10*1524.  Alice,  his  daughter  and  heir,  brought  it 
to  Sir  Edward  de  llley,  who  died  lord  in  1349. 

In  1367.  Sir  Richard  de  llley,  fon  of  Sir  Ed- 
mund, fold  to  William  de  Topcroft,  burgefs  of 
Yarmouth,  the  third  part  of  this  loidfhip  of  Holm- 
hall  in  Filby,  and  alfo  granted  an  annuity  of  5!. 
per  ann.  to  Ralph  Norman,  Sec.  of  Filby,  and  of 
his  manor  of  Plumflead  Parva. 

About  this  time  Alianore  de  Burghwood  had  a 
third  part,  which  fhe  conveyed  to  Ellen  Colyn,  oi" 
Yarmouth,  who  poffefied  it  in  1386,  and  Ifabel 
Gegges  in  1402,  w:ho  conveyed  it  in  truft,  Sec.  to 
Matthew  de  Salle,  parfon  of  Stokefby. 

After  fome  other  changes  in  property  it  was  in 
the  Paflons.  Sir  William  Paflon  died  fcifed  of  it 
in  the  ift  and  2d  of  Philip  and  Mary,  1554,  and 
held  it  of  Thomas  Clerc,  efq.  as  of  his  manor  of 
Stokefby,  in  foccage,  and  los.  rent  per  ann. 

The  abbey  of  St.  Bennet  at  Holme  had  a  lord- 
fhip  in  the  time  of  the  Confeffor,  and  at  the  furvey, 
valued  in  the  whole  at  305. 

This  on  an  exchange  with  other  lands  belonging 
Co  the  abbey  at  the  diffolution,  was  granted  by  Hen- 
ry VIII.  to  the  fee  of  Norwich. 

'  William  de  Valentia  held  42  acres  gf  the  abbot 
of  St.  Bennet  in  the  3d  of  Edward  I,  1275.  . 

William 
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William  cle  Scohies  had  a  carucate  of  "land  and 
a  half,  &:c.  and  five  falt-works;  a  church  with, 
five  acres,  valued  at  £d.  of  which  a  free-man- -was 
deprived. 

Hugh  held  it  at  the  furvey  under  William  de  Sco- 
hies, when  it  was  valued  at  Sos.  the  king  had  the 
foe.  This  went  with  Scohies  manor  of  Stokefby.  * 

The  church  of  Filby  is  a  redlory,  dedicated  to 
All  Saints,  anciently  valued  at  twenty-two  marks. 
Ernald  Bill  had  the  preferitation  or  advowfon  of  it 
granted  him  by  king  John  in  his  sd  year,  1201, 
and  was  depending  on  the  crown  manor,  which  was 
granted  to  William  Cheney. 

Roger  de  Creffi,  as  lord,  releafed  to  Ralph  Bill 
and  his  heirs,  all  his  right  therein,  in  the  24th  of 
Henry  III.  1240,  by  fine. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  I,  the  priory  of  St.  Faith 
had  a  portion  of  tithe,  valued  at  four  marks  per 
ann.  The  hofpital  of  Norman  in  Norwich  a  por- 
tion valued  at  155.  per  ann.  and  the  priory  of  Nor- 
wich one,  at  135.  4d.  being  two  parts  of  the  tithes 
of  Morelleys  de  Merlay. 

'  The  temporalities  of   Hickling  priory,   in    1428, 
were  valued  at  gs.  of  Weybridge  i2d. 

The  prefent  value  is  ill.  is.  4d.  ob.  and  pays 
firfl  fruits  and  tenths. 

Thomas   de  Blumvile,  bifhop  of  Norwich,  con- 
firmed to   the  priory  of  Norwich  their  right  here. 
The  portion  of   Norman's  hofpital  was  two  parts 
of  the  tithes  of  the  demeans  of  fir  Robert  de  Holme. 
D  2  In 
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In  1474,  Bartholomew  Whyte,  efq.  of  Shotti- 
fham,  preferred  to  this  church,  as  did  Mr.  Robert 
Gooch  in  1722.  Mr.  William  Taylor  prefemeci 
June  15,  1770,  and  in  1771  the  Rev.  Chriftopher 
Taylor,  to  this  re£lory. 

-  The  church  has  a  nave  covered  with  reed,  a  north 
and  fouth  aile  covered  with  lead,  a  chancel,  and  a 
lofty  tower  with  five  bells. 

In  the  chancel,  on  a  marble  flone,  Here  rcfteth 
-the  body  of  Charles  Keene,  Gent,  who  died  Dec.  i,  1646, 
lord  of  the  manor. 

One  for  James  Wace,  clerk,  rector  forty  years, 
obt.  May  25,  1722,  aged  66. 

One,  In  memory  of  Sam,  Spcndlove,  Gent,  who  died 
October  28,  1678,  aged  60;  and  of  his  wife  and 
daughter. 

In  the  chancel  were  the  arms  of  Lamertou,  im- 
paling Hunter. 

Walter  Lemerton,  of  Filby,  Gent,  was  buried  in 
this  church  in  1503. 

In  1444,  Edmund  Norman,  of  Filby,  buried  in 
the  church  of  Cromer,  gave  ten  marks  for  two  new 
windows  on  the  north  part  of  the  church  at  the  weft 
end,  and  4od.  to  St.  BaptifVs  chapel  in  Filby  church. 

Nicholas  Py leering  was  buried  in  1466,  in  the 
fteeple  of  this  church,  and  left  feveral  religious  be- 
nefa&ions. 


On 
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On  March  26,  1583,  in  the  2yth  of  Elizabeth, 
George  Petre  had  a  grant  of  the  tithes  late  the  prior 
of  Horfham  St.  taitfTs  in  this  .town,  .&c.  lately  be- 
longing to  the  prior  of  Eye  in  Suffolk,  for  twenty- 
one  years. 

Gibfon  Lucas,  efq.  has  a  confiderable  property 
in  this  parifh,  and  refides  in  a  handiome  houfe, 
with  elegant  gardens,  here. 

The  village  of  Filby  lies  on  the  great  turnpike- 
road  leading  from  Yarmouth  (6  miles)  to  Norwich, 
(16)  and  is  bounded  on  the  weft  fide  by  a  (beet  of 
water,  called  FILBY  BROAD,  which  ftretchcs  towards 
Martham  and  Stokefby,  and  is  upon  the  whole  an 
extcnfive  and  beautiful  lake,  abounding  with  flfn  and 
wild  ducks. 

HERRINGBY,  wrote  in  Doomfday  book  Harin- 
gebci,  and  is  mentioned  as  having  at  that  time  five 
{alt-works. 

The  Conqueror  was  lord  at  the  futvcy,  and  Rain- 
bald  the  goldfmith  held  it  of  the  Conqueror,  but  it 
lately  belonged  to  Ralph,  earl  of  Norfolk,  who  had 
forfeited  it. 

In  the  8th  of  Richard  I.  1197,  John  Hauteyn 
was  lord,  and  gave  the  patronage  of  the  church  to 
the  priory  of  Caflle-acre, 

William  de  Herringby  quitted  all  claim  in  the  ad- 
vowfon  to  the  prior,  in  the  24th  of  Henry  III.  1240. 

Humo  Hauteyn  was  lord  in  the  gd  of  Edward  I. 
1275,  and  held  it  in  capite.  of  the  king. 

D  William 
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William  de  Ormefby,  Walter  de  Bernham,  and 
William  de  Rcedham,  were  returned  to  be  lords  in 
the  gth  of  Edward  II.  1316,  of  this  village  and  of 
-Thrigby. 

Sorn eiime  after  this,  John  Spencer,  efq.  conveyed 
'by  fine  to  fir  Simon  Ferbrigg,  John  Hobard,  8cc.  the 
manor  of  Herringby,  in  the  gd  of  Henry  V.  1415, 
and  John  Cornwallis,  Sec.  fef.led  it  on  fir  John  Faf- 
tolf,  fir  Henry  Inglos,  &c.  in  the  5th  of  Henry  VI. 
1427. 

Sir  John  Faftolf  died  poflefTed  of  it  in  the  38th 
of  that  king,  then  called  "  Herringby  Spencer's  ma- 
nor, and  Herringby  Fens." 

John  Pafton,  efq.  died  lord  of  Spencer's  manor 
in  the  6th  of  Edward  IV.  1466. 

*  After  this  Hugh  Attefenn  was  lord,  and  by  his 
will  in  147.5,  fettled  it  on  his  college  in .  this  town, 
and  alfb  patron. 

HERRINGBY  COLLEGE,  or  HOSPITAL.  This  col- 
lege was  founded  according  to  the  will  of  Hugh 
Attefenn,  dated  February  5,  1475,  wherein  he  ap- 
points a  mafter  or  governor,  three  priefls,  eight  poor 
folks,  and'  two  fervants '  in  his  aim-houfe,  called 
41  God's  poor,  alms-houfe,  and  his,"  arid  thereby 
fettles  44!.  per  ann.  thereon. 

In  the  ift  of  Henry  VII.  1485,  Thomas  Baynard 
.was  collector  of  the  rents  and  farms  or  the  manors 
and  lards  belonging  to  this  college,  in  the  hands  of 
£r  Henry  He)  don,  &c.  feoffees,  and  that  he  paicj  to 
the  mafter  or  cuflos  of  the  faid  hofpital,  44!.  yearly. 
Alfb  10  the  abbot  of  Su  Beunet,  535.  and  44-  as  fuper- 
'  vifor 
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vlfor  of  the  will  of  the  founder.  Allb  for  repairing 
of  the  lead  of  that  abbey,  according  to  the  founder's 
will.  To  the  repair  of  the  bridge  at  Acle  dam,  called 
Weybridge,  and  the  caufeway,  6s.  8d.  and  that  he 
had  paid  in  all,  71!.  i  is.  ob. 

By  this  he  then  flood  charged  with  131.55.  6d. 
and  that  he  had  received  for  die  whole  year  85!. 
i6s.  6d.  ob. 

What  this  college  poffeffed  will  appear  from  trie 
grant  of  Henry  VIII.  in  his  36th  year,  April  13, 
1545,  to  fir  William  Woodhoufe,  of  Waxham. 

Barton  Bury-hall  manor,  paying  a  fee  farm  rent  of 
12s.  4d.  ob.  per  ann.  Stalham,  Lynford's  manor 
and  Wild's,  235.  i  id.  ob.  q.  Edingihorpe,  Houch** 
ing's  manor,  ss.  id.  ob.  per  ann.  in  Norfolk. 

.  The  manor  of  Rothenhale,  225.  4d.  ob.  q.  pet 
ann.  and  the  manor  of  Keffingland  in  Suffolk,  i6s. 
30'.  cj  per  ann.  Together  with  all  the  lands,  &c.  in 
England,  belonging  to  the  faid  college,  except  the 
precinct  and  fcite  of  the  faid  college  in  Herringby, 
a  marfh  called  Child's  in  Tunftall,  with  the  manor 
of  Herringby,  8cc.  which  fir  Thomas  Clere  had  a 
grant  of  the  manor  of  Herringby,  the  fcite  and  pre-_ 
cinfl  of  the  college,  July  28,  1546,  paying  383.  gd.' 
ob.  per  ann. 

Thomas  Clere,  efq.   of  Stokefby,   his  grandfon, 
was  lord  in  1599. 

It  was  valued  in  the  26th  of  Henry  VIII.  at  23!. 
Cs.  *4.  Per  ann.* 

D  4  The 

« 

?|  According  to  Dugdale  and  Speed* 
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The  church  of  Herringby,  dilapidated  {ince  the 
diffolution  of  the  college,  was  dedicated  to  St.  Ethel- 
bert,  was  a  reciory  valued  at  eight  marks,  and  the 
prior  of  Caitle-acre  had  a  portion  of  505.  The  pie- 
lent  value  is  5!. 

In  1471,  Nicholas,  prior,  and  the  convent  of 
Cafiie-acre,  relcafed  to  Hugh  Attefcnn  all  their  right 
in  a  penfion  of  405.  paid  by  Hugh  out  of  the  church 
of  Herringby,  and  he  purchafed  the  patronage  of 
that  priory  ;  gave  it  to  his  college  to  be  annexed  to 
the  mafterfhip;  and  in  1474  Hugh  Attefcnn,  of 
Henihgby,  was  buried  by  his  anceftors  in  this 
church.  He  gave  one  hundred  marks  to  build  the 
roof,  &c.  and  five  hundred  marks  at  lean1  to  be  laid 
out  by  his  executors  upon  the  making  of  the  fleeple 
of  the  cathedral  at  Norwich,  to  the  honour  and  plea- 
fure  of  the  bleffed  Virgin,  He  alfo  left  a .premium  to 
the  new  college  of  Ipfwich,  en  provifo  that  they 
fhouid  pray  for  his  foul  "  like  as  they  JMl  pray  for  my 
lord  Cardytia.r Wolfey. 

On  the  difTolution  of  this  college,  the  patronage 
came  with  the  fcite  of  the  college,  by  grant  of  the 
crown,  to  fir  Thomas  Clere  of  Stokefby. 

It  was  confolidated  with  Stokefby,  of  which  Geo* 
England  efq.  was  afterwards  lord  and  patron. 

The  late  fir  Charles  Saunders  had  this  eftate  by 
purchafe,  and  left  it  to  his  heir,  Richard  Huck,  M.D. 
of  Spring  Gardens,  London,  who  hasTince  taken,,- 
the  name  of  Saunders.  The  honourable  Auguflus 
Keppel,  and  fir  Hugh  Pallifer,  ban.  were  appointed 
by  fir  Charles  executors  m  Me  •• ;1' 

MAUTEBY, 
I 
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MAUTEBY,  MALTBY,  or  MAWTBY,  wrote 
in  Doomfday  book  Malteby.  Wiflon,  a  free-mam 
of  Ralph  Stalre,  held  it  in  the  Confefibr's  time.  The 
king  and  the  earl  had  die  foe  of  the  whole,  and  all 
the  free-men's  tenure  was  valued  at  305.  but  at  the 
lurvey  at  535.  yd.  the  other  lands  at  40$.  after  at  505; 
and  at  the  furvey  at  66s.  6d.  it  was  one  leuca  long, 
and  eight  furlongs  broad. 

This  lordfhip  was  granted  to  Ralph  Guader,  earl 
of  Norfolk,  but  how  long  after  the  expulfion  of 
Wiflon  at  the  conquefl  does  not  appear ;  this  Ralph 
forfeited  it  on  his  rebellion  againft  the  Conqueror, 
and  Godric  was  (toward,  of  it  for  him  when  Doomf- 
day book  was  compiled. 

A  family  who  took  their  name  from  the  town  were 
early  enfeoffed  of  it  by  the  crown,  'Simon  de 
Mauteby  had  an  interefl  herein  in  the  loth  year  of 
Richard  I.  1 199. 

Robert  de  Mauteby  gave  to  God,  and  St.  Mary  of 
Sibton  priory  in  Suffolk,  all  his  rent  in  his  fait  works 
here,  by  deed  without  date. 

Walter  de  Mauteby  was  lord  and  had  free-warren 
in  the  32d  of  Henry  III.  1248  ;  and  fir  Robert  de 
Mauteby  occurs  lord  in  1300. 

In  1396  fir  John  de  Mauteby  was  lord  of  the  ma- 
nors of  Mauteby,  Winterton,  Eaft  Somerfet,  8cc. 
He  died  O&ober  30,  1403,  and  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul  of  Mauteby, 

Robert  Mauteby,  efq.  enfeoffed  in  1413  Sir  Miles 
Stapletou,  Sec.  in  the  manors  of  Mauteby,  Sparham, 
Balingham,  Beekham,  Matlafk,  Briflon,  Kirk-halt 

in 
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in  Sail,  Flegg-hall  in  Winterton,  Somerton,  £c.  loos, 
lent  in  Caftor,  and  Merkefhall,  Freton  manor  in 
Suffolk,  to  fulfil  his  will. 

John,  his  fon  and  heir,  married  Margaret,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Berney,  efcj.  of  Reedham,  by  whom  he 
had  Margaret  his  only  daughter  and  heir,  who  mar- 
ried John  Pafton,  e(q.  fon  and  heir  of  fir  William 
Pafton,  the  judge,  who  brought  a  great  eftate  into 
that  family  ;  by  her  will,  dated  February  4,  1481, 
then  his  widow,  "  bequeaths  her  body  to  be  buried 
in  the  ele  of  that  church  of  Mauteby,  in  which  el« 
reft  the  bodyes  of  diverfe  of  myne  anceftovs,  I  wyll 
that  my  executors  purvey  a  ftone  of  marble  to  be 
leyde  aloft  upon  my  grave,  and  I  wyll  have  four 
fcotchyns  fet  thereon,  one  at  each  corner  thereof;  the 
firft,  Pafton,  and 'Mauteby;  the  fecond,  Mauteby, 
and  Berney  of  Redeham ;  the  third,  Mautebv,  and 
the  lord  Lovcyn;  the  fourth,  Mauteby,  and  fir  Ro- 
ger Beauchamp ;  and  in  the  raiddle  of  the  ftone  a 
ieotchyn  of  arms  alone ;  and  under  the  fame — God 
is  my  trttjl — with  a  fcripture  written  in  the  verges 
thereof."  She  alfo  left  many  valuable  effects  to  his 
kins-folk. 

In  this  family  it  continued,  fir  William  Pafton 
died  poffeffed  of  it  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  After 
the  death  of  William  Pafton,  earl  of  Yarmouth,  who. 
died  without  furviving  iffue  male  his  eftates  were  fold 
to  pay  his  debts,  and  this  lordfhip  with  many  others 
were  conveyed  to  the  right  honourable  lord  Anfon, 
who  died  lord.  His  nephew,  George  Anfon,  efq.  of 
Shugborough  in  Staffordfhire,  is  the  prefent  lord  and 
patron. 

Roger  Bigot,  anceftor  of  the  earls  of  Norfolk, 
had  a  fmall  tenure  at  the  furvey,  which  .before  the 

conquefl 
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conqucfl  was  held  by  a  free-man,  under  the  commen- 
,dation  of  Ahvin,  with  a  fait  work  valued  at  yd. 

William  de  Scohies  had  alfo  lands  which  Hugh 
.held  of  him,  poffefTed  by  two  free-men,  and-  the 
.moiety  of  another  belonging  to  Scohies  capital  lord- 
(hip  of  Stokefby. 

The  family  o'f  de  Reedham  had  an  interefl  in  this, 
the  Berneys,  .and  after  the  Cleres  of  Stokefby,  Sec. 

The  church  is  a  reclory  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and 
.Paul  ;  the  old  value  was  twenty  marks;  the  prior  of 
;Merton  in  Surry  had  a  portion  of  tithe  valued  at 
305.  Peter-pence  2S.  but  in  the  chartulary  of  Merton 
it  is  faid  to  be  put  155.  4d.  The  prefent  value  is 
-13!.  6s.  Sd.  and  pays  iirfl  fruits  and  tenths.  - 

The  Rev.  Edward  Boyce,  re£lor  of  this  parifh, 
compounded  for  his  firft  fruits  November  25,  1 640 ; 

.  he  was  B.  D.  fometime  fellow  of  Corpus  ChrilU 
college,  Cambridge,  and  publifhed  in  quarto,  Lon- 

.  don,  fixteen  fermons  in  1673,  dedicated  to  fir  Robert 
Pafton,  after  his  death,  in  1667, 

The  Rev.  Francis  Lucas  died  reclor  in  1717,  and 
Richard  Gay  Lucas  fucceeded,  being  prefented  by 
the  late  earl  of  Yarmouth. 

In  1771  George  Anfon,  efq,  prefented.  the  Rev. 
Theophilus  Buckeridge  to  this  re&ory. 

The  church  confifts  of  a  nave  and  a  chancel  co- 
vered with  reed,  .and  has  a  tower,  the  lower  part 
rouad,  the  upper  oclangular,  with  one  bell. 

In 
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In  the  chancel  a  marble  ftone — In  memory  of  An- 
drew Calls,  rector,  A.M.  qui.  ob.  20  Martij,  1697, 
alat.  56. 

On  a  flat  ftone — Hicjacet  Edw.  Boys  gencrofa  fami- 
lia  de  Frcdvd  in  agro  Cantiano  oriundus;  collegij  Cor- 
ports  Xti  Cantab.  Jocius  in  theolcg.  bacc.  et  hujus  cedes, 
rettor  indignus,  obt.  10,  Martij,  1667,  cctat  67,  rcgi- 
mhiis  28. 

In  a  north  window  of  the  chancel  is  the  effigies 
of  a  man  on  his  knees  in  compleat  armour,  under  it 
DE  HYKELING.  8c  ALIS.  SR.  FEMA. 

Alfo  the  effigies  of  his  wife  Alice  or  Elizabeth  de 
Hickeling. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  church  againft  the  fouth 
wall,  lies  a  curious  antique  monument,  a  ftone  cof- 
fin about  a  foot  and  an  half  deep,  refting  on  the 
pavement,  and  about  feven  feet  in  length ;  on  the 
lid  or  cover,  (the  whole  being  of  grey  marble)  is  the 
effigies  of  a  Knight  Templar,  crofs  legged  in  armour, 
in  full  proportion,  his  fword  in  a  broad  belt,  hang- 
ing over  hU  fhoulder,  in  memory,  as  is  (aid,  for  a 
knight  of  the  family  of  De  Mauteby,  and  living,  as 
the  flile  of  the  monument  befpeaks,  about  the  year 
1250. 

The  fouth  aile,  where  many  of  the  Mautebys  were 
buried,  and  which  was  rerbuilt,  by  Margaret  Pafton, 
the  heirefs  of  the  family,  and  where  fhe  was  buried, 
is  all  in  ruins. 

In  the  chut ch  were  the  arms  impaled  of  Mauteby 
and    Loveyn,  Mauteby   and  Clifton,  Mauteby  and 
Beauchamp,    Mauteby  and  Berney,    alfo   Mauteby 
'sndMarfhall. 

The, 
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The  temporalities  of  St.  Olave's  were  Sd. Of 

St.    Faith's   in  Salt,   8s.    4<1, Of  Norwich  pri- 
ory,  igd. 

Although  the  church  of  this  fmall  village  ftands 
on  an  .eminence,  yet,  lying  at  fome  diftance  from 
any  principal  road,  and  being  obfcured  by  trees,  is 
feldom  feen  till  within  a  few  yards  of  it. 

ORMESBY,  or  ORMSBY,  wrote  in  Doomfday 
book,  Ormefbei.  The  principal  lordOiip  of  this 
town,  was  poffeffed  by  Guert,  a  younger  fon  of  earl 
Godwin,  and  brother  of  king  Harold,  who  being 
ilain  at  the  battle  of  Raftings  Oaober  24,  1066,  the 
Conqueror  laid  claim  to  it ;  thirty  acres  of  which 
were  held  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Bennet  at  Holme. 

The  whole  was  then  valued  at  lol.  at  the  furvey 
at  ail.  in  tale,  and  was  a  leuca  and  a  half  long, 
and  one  leuca  broad,  and  paid  35.  8d.  gelt,  whoever 
was  lord.  The  king  and  the  earl  had  the  foe. 

.  This  lordfhi'p  extended  into  Martham  and  Clipfby, 
Winterton,  and  Rougham,  and  its  tenures  there 
were  in  the  value  above-mentioned  ;  alfo  in  Scratby. 
This  lordfhip  remained  in  the  crown -in  the  14th  of 
Henry  II.  1168,  but  in  the  ?th  of  Richard  I.  1 196, 
William  Bloet  held  it  at  a  fee-farm  rent,  when 
•William  de  Santfa  Marie  Ecclefia,  fheriff  of  Cam- 
bridgefliire  and  Huntingdonfhire,  and  Hugh  Peve- 
rell,  rendered  account  of  i61.  for  the  lands  held 
by  William  Bloert,  in  Ormefby. 

.  William  de  St.- Mary'.s  Church  was  at  this  time 
dean  of  St.  Martin's  in  London,  and  fopn  after  in 
1199,  was  confecrated  biftiop  of  London, 

King 
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King  John,  when  carl  of  Morton,  granted  it  to 
Robert  de  Berners,  at  the  aforefaid  rent. 

By  marriage  it  came  to  William  de  Reedham,  who 
•was  returned  lord  in  "the  151)1  of  Edward  I,  1287, 
and  had  view  of  frank  pledge,  the  aflife,  Sec. 

Roger  de  Ormefby  inherited  it  on  the  death  of 
Ellen  his  mother,  wife  of  William  de  Reedham,  and 
afterwards  of  William  de  Ormefby,  in  the  yth  of 
Edward  II.  and  Roger  died  poffefted  of  it,  paying 
l61.  per  ann. 

After  this,  Edmund  carl  of  Kent,  had  a  grant  of 
it  from  Edward  III.  and  his  (on,  John  earl  of  Kent, 
died  poffeffed  of  it  in  the  26th  of  Edward  III.  1352, 
when  it  came  in  right  of  the  lady  Joan  his  wife,  to 
•Thomas  Holland;  earl  of  Kent ;  and  on  the  death 
of  the  laid  lady  Joan,  princefs  of  Wales,  and  mo- 
ther of  Richard  II.  it  came  to  her  fon,  Thomas 
Holland,  earl  of  Kent. 

Margaret  late  wife  of  Thomas,  duke  of  Clarence, 
as  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Thomas  earl 
of  Kent,  had  an  intereft  in  it ;  as  had  Joan,  dutchefs 
of  York,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 

In  the  22d  of  that  king,  1444,  John  Beaufort 
duke  of  Somerfet,  died  poffeffed  of  it.  Margaret, 
daughter  and  heir  of  John,  who  married  Edmund 
of  Hadham,  earl  of  Richmond,  inherited  it ;  and 
her  fon  Henry  VII.  King  of  England,  and  it  was  in 
the  hands  of  Henry  VIII.  in  his  nth  year,  1520. 
Queen  Elizabeth  held  it  as  part  of  the  crown  lands, 

Roger  Bigot,  anceflor  of  the  earls  of  Norfolk  of 
that  name,  poffeffed  at  the  time  of  the  furvey  the 

lands 
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lands  that  two  free-men  held  in  king  Edward's  reign, 
tinder  the  commendation  of  the  abbot  of  St.  Bennet. 

The  ancient  family  of  de  Ormefby  were  lords  of 
this  manor.  William  de  Ormefby  was  lord  in  the 
$d  of  Edward  I.  1275.  Sir. William  de  Ormefby 
•was  living  in  the  25th,  as  was  fir  John  de  Ormefby, 
both  knights  of  this  county. 

Sir  Wm,  de  Ormefby  was  a  judge  itinerant,  and 
was  alfo,  in  the  ggd  of  Edward  I.  one  of  the  juftices 
ot  Trail-bafton,  to  enquire  after  all  murders,  rapines, 
&c.  and  malefaclois  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 

In  the  ift  of  Edward  II.  1308,  he  was  a  judge 
of  the  king's  council,  and  fummoned  to  the  king's 
coronation  ;  and  with  fii  John  de  Thorpe,  the  king  s 
juftices,  were  affigned  to  hear  and  determine  the 
differences  between  the  king's  fubje&s,  and  thofe  of 
the  earl  of  Holland,  about  piracies.  He  was  flain 
at  the  battle  of  Bannockburn  in  Scotland  in  1314. 

In  this  family  the  two  Ormefbys  remained,  till 
fir  Thomas  de  Ormefby  dying  without  iiTue  male, 
left  four  daughters  and  co-heirs,  i.  Burga,  who  mar- 
ried fir  Thomas  Weillefs,  or  Weflly,  who  died  in 
the  48111  of  Edward  III.  1374,  holding  by  the  cour- 
tefy  of  England  the  fourth  part  of  the  manor  of 
Ormefby,  and  left  fir  John  Wefllefs,  his  fon  and 
heir. 

2.  Gunnora,  another  daughter  and  co-heir,  mar- 
ried John  Perers,  or  Pearce,  and  had  Alice,  wife  to 
fir  Thomas  de  Nerford. — Alice  Pearce  was  the  fa- 
mous miftrefs  of  Edward  III.  and  governed  that  mo- 
narch in  his  dotage. 

3.  Ellen 
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3.  Ellen  was  alfo  a  daughter  and  co-heir,  married, 
and    had  two   daughters.    Agnes,  wife   of   fir  John 
Sneck,  and  Alice,  wife  of  John  Derling. 

4.  Juliana,  the  other  daughter  and  co-heir,  mar- 
ried John  Falconer.     Efcheat,  anno  50  Edward  111. 
N.  66. 

The  ancient  family  of  de  Cleret  were  afterwards 
lords  of  this  town,  but  in  what  manner,  or  at  what 
time,  is  difficult  to  determine.  Mcffrs.  Biomefield  and 
Parkin,  indeed,  have  laboured  hard  to  eftablifih  this 
point ;  and  aficr  leading  us  into  a  labyrinth  of — 
it  Jams! — 1  take  it! — conjectures,  Juppofes,  and  com- 
ments, on  a  pedigree  taken  from  the  tomb  of  Edward 
Clere,  efq.  who  died  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, we  are  left  to  find  our  way to  the  truth. 

Certain  it  is,  however,  that  fir  Thomas  Wefllefs, 
and  Burga  his  wife,  conveyed  three  meffuages  and 
lands  in  Rollefby,  to  fir  William  Clere  and  Dionyfia 
his  wife/-' 

His  father,  Robert  de  Clere,  had  for  wife  Alice, 
daughter  of  fir  John  Filby,  was  efcrmor  of  Norfolk 
&c.  feveral  times  chofe  knight  of  the  fhire  to  ferve 
in  parliament,  and  prefented  to  Somerton  church  in 
1342,  as  heir  to  the  Somertons,  by  a  marriage 
of  Nicholas  his  father  with  Merial,  daughter  of  Ro- 
bert Somerton,  efq. 

Sir  William  died  in  1384  lord  of  the  manors  of 
Morehall,  Stratton  Strawlefs,  Vaux  in  Burgh  St. 
Mary,  Stalham-hall,  Ormeiby,  Runham,  Sec.  and 

John 

t  Sanfto  Claros,  or  St.  Clare,  called  In  Scotland  St.  Clair, 
or  Sinclair. 
*  Lib.  6.   N.  32, 
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John  his  Ton  and  heir  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  fir  Philip  Branch,  on  vvhofe  deceafe  fhe  re-married 
fir  Jolin  Rothenhale,  and  died  his  widow  in  1438. 

Robert,  eldefi.  fon  of  John  de  Clere,  fucceeded  to 
this  cftate,  and  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir 
of  Thomas  Ovvydale,  or  Dovedale,  efq.  of  Incol- 
nefton.  He  died  at  Ormefby,  Auguft  1446,  24 th 
Henry  VI.  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  Ormef- 
bv  St.  Margaret. 

Elizabeth,  his  widow.,  lived  till  January  13,  1490, 
and  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Norwich. 

Her  two  eldeft  fons,  William  and  Thomas,  dy- 
ing without  ifTue,  their  third  fon,  fir  Robert  Clere, 
fucceeded  as  heir.  He  was  knighted  on  All  Saints 
Eve,  1494,  was  fheriff  of  Norfolk  in  1501,  attend- 
ed Henry  VIII.  at  the  famous  interview  between 
him  and  the  French  king,  near  Guifnes,  in  1520, 
and  died  in  1529. 

By  his  firft  wife  he  had  William,  who  married  Eli- 
zabeth, daughter  of  fir  John  Paflon,  jun.  and  died 
without  iffue  in  1501.  By  his  fecond  lady  he  had 
three  fons  and  four  daughters. 

Sir  John  Clere,  fon  and  heir  of  fir  Robert,  by 
his  fecond  wife,  married  Ann,  daughter  of  fir  Tho- 
mas Tirrell,  was  trcafurer  of  the  king's  army  in 
France  in  1549.  In  1557,  being  vice-admiral,  and 
landing  on  one  of  the  Orkney  illands  in  Scotland, 
called  Kirkway,  was  there  killed  on  Augufl  21,  and 
\yas  found  to  die  feizcd  of  Ormeiby  manor,  the  fee- 
farm  rent  of  which  was  i61.  per  ann.  held  of  the 
cr8wn ;  the  manors  of  North-hall  in  Freethorpe,  So- 
jnerton  and  Winterton,  Vaux-hall  in  Burgh,  Blick- 
£ 
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ling,  More-hall,  and  Hawcs  in  Sail,  Sail,  Stalham- 
hall,  Tacolneflon,  Gonvile's  and  Rufteyn's  in  Wy- 
mondham,  Limpenhoc,  Stratton  Strawlefs,  Tharfton, 
&c.  He  had  three  fons  and  two  daughters ;  firfi, 
Robert,  who  was  flam  at  the  battle  of  Muisleburgh 
in  Scotland <  fecond,  Thomas,  who  died  at  Flo* 
rence,  and  Edward  who  fucceeded  him,  and  mar- 
ried Frances,  daughter  and  heir  of  fir  Richard  Ful- 
merftone;  he  was  member  in  parliament  for  Thet- 
ford  in  1556,  and  high  fheriff  in  1567.  He  had 
iflue  three  fons,  i.  Edward.  2.  Francis,  knighted 
by  James  I.  July  23,  1603.  3.  Tirrelf. 

Sir  Edward,  fon  and  heir  of  Edward  and  Fran- 
ces, was  knighted  at  Norwich  by  queen  Elizabeth  in 
1578;  he  married,  firfl,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Yaxley,  of  Yaxley  in  Northamptonfhire,  efq, 
by  whom  he  had  Henry  his  fon  and  heir;  and  after- 
wards Agnes,  relicl  of  fir  Chriftopher  Heydon,  of 
Baconfthorpe,  daughter  of  Robert  Crane,  of  Chil- 
ton  in  Suffolk,  efq.  He  was  a  great  traveller,  and 
in  fuch  efteem  at  the  French  court,  that  he  was 
elefted'a  knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Michael,  but 
much  impaired  his  eftate,  dying  at  London  June  8, 
1606,  was  buried  at  Blickliug. 

Sir  Henry,  fon  of  fir  Edward,  was  knighted  at  the 
Charter-houfe,  London,  May  11,  1603,  and  created 
a  baronet  Feb.  27,  1620,  and  died  Auguft  21,  1622. 
By  Muriel  his  wife,  daughter  of  fir  Edmund  Mundc- 
ford,  of  Feltweli  in  GrimfLoe  hundred:  he  had 
Henry  a  fon,  who  was  buried  at  Feltweli  St.  Mary's 
church,  June  29,  1621,  and  a  daughter,  Abigail, 
who  was  his  fole  heirefs,  and  married  John  Crom- 
well, of  London,  efq. 

"William 
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William,  bifhop  of  Thetford,  had  a  grant  in  fee 
of  the  lands  of  two  free-men  of  Guert,  valued  at 
8s,  and  Richard  ion  of  Aian  held  it  of  William. 

This  William  Beaufoe,  the  bifhop,  gave  it  to  hit 
fee,  and  it  remains,  we  believe,  in  the  fee  of  Nor- 
wich at  this  time. 

In  this  town  there  were  four  churches  and  rcclo- 
ries,  all  in  the  gift  of  the  crown,  St.  Margaret,  St-. 
Michael,  St.  Peter  and  St.  Andrew,  and  Richard 
Beaufoe  was  prefemed  to  them  by  Henry  I.  He  was 
ion  of  William  de  Beaufoe,  bifhop  of  Thetford, 
and  in  1107  was  archdeacon  of  all  Suffolk,  and  of 
Norfolk,  and  foon  after  made  bifhop  of  Au'ranchee 
in  Normandy;  and  the  faid  king  granted  him  alfo 
the  patronage  of  the  faid  churches,  all  which  he 
gave  to  build  the  hofpital  of  St.  Paul's  in  Norwich, 
to  which  they  were  appropriated  and  confirmed  by 
John  dc  Grey,  bifhop  of  Norwich. 

In  1205,  tne^e  reclories  were  valued  at  36  marks 
per  ann.  and  one  vicar' was  to  ferve  them  all,  valu- 
ed at  five  marks  and  a  half,  Peter-pence  bd.  He 
was  vicar  of  St.  Margaret's,  the  other  three  bding 
curacies. 

The  prior  and  convent  of  Norwich  had  the  pa- 
tronage from  1305  to  the  diffolution  'of  religious 
houfes  in  1535,  after4  which  the  dean  and  chapter 
prefented. 

In  1774,  they  prefented  the  Rev.  David  Price  to 
the  united  vicarages  of  Ormefby  St.  Margaret  and  St. 
Michael,  with  Scratby,  confoiidated  Apr.  15,  1548. 

E  2  The, 
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Tne  prefcnt  value  of  St.  Margaret's  vicarage  is 
5!.  lod. 

Sir  John  Clerc  had  a  leafe  of  the  great  tithes  from 
the  dean  and  chapter  in  Edward  VI. 's  time. 

St  Peter's  and  St.  Andrew's  churches  are  in  ruins, 
one  of  which  is  converted  into  a  barn.  It  feems  as 
if  they  were  ufed  in  1591,  when,  on  Auguft  i,  the 
vicar  obtained  a  difpenfation  from  the  bifhop,  that 
he  might  fe~rve  one  week  in  the  principal  and  mother 
church  of  Ormefby,  and  the  next  week  in  any  of 
the  other,  &c.  but  that  the  parifhioners  fhould  not 
oblige  him  on  any  Sunday,  or  feflival,  to  ferve  in 
more  than  one  church  in  the  laid  town. 

The  church  of  St.  Margaret  was  the  principal 
church,  to  which  Elizabeth  Clere  gave  lol.  in  1492, 
towards  re -building  the  iteeple,  and  in  1558,  there 
were  legacies  towards  purchafing  the  great  bell. 

In  the  chancel,  on  a  grave-flone,  Hie  jacet  Ron. 
Clere,  qui  obt.  2',  die  Menfis  Augnjli,  A°.  Dni.  1446. 

There  were  alfo  pieces  of  braffes  with  Credo  quod 
Redemplor  meus  vivit,  <bc. — and  the  arms  of  Clere 
alone. 

On  another — Orate  p.  aia.  Rob.  Clere,  Militis, 
qui  obt.  10  die  Menf.  Auguftj  A°  Dnj,  1529 — with  the 
arms  of  Clere,  and  impaling  Owydale. 

On  an  altar  tomb — Hie  rcquiefcit  Henricus  Clere, 
•Baronettus,  qui  thalamo  Jibi  conjunxit  Merielem  Jiliam 
Edmi.  Dni.  Mundeford  Equitis  Aurati  ex  qua  habuit 
prolem  Jiliam  unicam  Abigalem,  obt.  22  Augi.  1622, 
#tat,  fu<s 

There 
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There  are  alfo  monuments  in  memory  of  feveral 
of  the  Clere  family. 

In  the  church  under  a  tomb  near  the  north  win- 
dow, next  to  the  rood-loft,  without  any  infcription 
or  arms,  lies  buried  Robert  Clere,  efq.  who  mar- 
ried Alice,  daughter  of  fir  John  Filby,  who  is  faid 
to  have  rebuilt  this  church. 

In  this  window  are  their  effigies,  with  an  orate 


for  them. 

In  the  church  were  the  arms  of  Hopton. 

This  town  is  divided  into  Great  and  Little  Orme- 
fby. Great  Ormefby  is  a  handfome  village,  with  an 
elegant  feat,  in  the  pofleffion  of  Nathaniel  Symonds, 
efq.  William  Fifher,  efq.  William  Manning,  efq, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  have  alfo  very  neat  houfes 
here;  and  Mr.  Robert  Proclor,  of  Martham,  has 
purchafed  a  fpacious  houfe,  late  in  the  poffefTion  of 
Thomas  Aclkin,  e(q. 

A  great  road  leads  through  this  village  from  Yar- 
mouth (6  miles)  to  Heigham  Bridge  (5.) 

RUNHAM,  wrote  Ronham  in  Doomfday  book. 
Four  free  men  of  Guert,  in  the  Confeflbr's  time, 
held  lands  here,  three  falt-works,  8cc. 

This  at  the  furvey  was  in  the  Conqueror's  hands, 
and  belonged  to  his  manor  of  Ormefby,  and  was 
valued  therein,  and  was  part  of  the  manor  which 
extended  here. 

Stalre  had  in  the  Confeflbr's  reign  a  carucate  and 

an  half  of  land,  and  ten  falt-works  in  demean,  8cc. 

E  3  Eleven 
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Eleven  focmen  and  the  moiety  of  another,  had 
half  a  carucate  of  land,  Sec.  and  two  lalt-woiks,  va- 
lued always  at  los. 

The  king  and  the  earl  had  the  foe,  &c.  valued 
then  at  305.  after  at  505.  and  at  the  furvey  at  905. 
rjuit-rent,  and  305.  forfeit.  It  was  ten  furlongs  long 
and  fix  broad. 

.     All  this   the  Conqueror  had  feifcd  on,   and  God- 
ric  was  his  fleward,  or  took  care  of  it  for  the  king. 

The  king  had  alfo  the  lands  and  fa  It- works, 'va- 
lued at  2s.  4d.  which  Ailmer,  fon  of  Godwin,  held 
under  the  king. 

Henry  I.  gave  thefe  two  lafl  lordfhips  to  the  fa- 
mily of  de  Evermere,  a  Lincolnfliire  family. 

In  the  6th  of  king  John,  1205,  Robert  de  Ever- 
jnere  held  this  lordfhip  by  petty  ierjeanty,  the  pay- 
ing of  two  hundred  pearmains,  .and  four  hogfheads 
(modios)  of  wine,  made  of  pearmains,  into  the  Ex- 
chequer, on  the  fcaft  of  St.  Michael,  yearly,  and 
in  the  uhpf  that  king,  owed  five  marks  for  one  fea 
wolf,  for  the  ufe  of  Thomas  de  Burgo. 

In  the  loth  of  Henry  III.  1226,  he  had  a  grant 
of  a  market  at.  Runham,  and  a  fair,  on  the  vigil  and 
day  of  St.  Peter  ad  Vincula ;  and  in  the  i3th,  that 
he  and  his  men  here  (hould  be  quit  of  the  hundred 
court  and  the  fheiiif's  turn. 

In  the  24th  of  that  king,  Robert  de  Bre\ys  had  a 
part  of  this  manor,  and  died  in  the  4th  of  Edward 
I.  1276. 

Two 
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Two  parts  of  this  manor  belonged  to  Walter  tie 
iEvermere,  which  after  his  deceafe  was  divided  with. 
three  co-heireffes,  as  follows. 

DE  Bunco's  Part.  Walter,  who  held  this  in  right 
of  Eufemia  his  wife,  was  of  the  family  of  de  Burgo, 
of  Burgh  in  Flegg  hundred.  Alexander  de  Claver- 
iiig  fuccecded  in  right  of  Joan  his  wife,  and  they 
joined  in  conveying  a  third  part  of  this  manor,  by  fine, 
in  the  gd  of  Edward  II.  1310,  to  Ralph  de  Holbeck 
and  Beatrix  his  wife;  and  in  the  3oth  of  that  king, 
Hugh  de  Normanton  and  Alianore  his  wife  (whofe 
inheritance  it  was)  conveyed  it  to  Thomas  de  Faken- 
ham,  Sec. 

Pn  the  36th,  Reginald  de  Eccles,  and  Thomas  dc 
Davy,  had  an  intereft  herein. 

FOUNTEYN'S  Part.  Margery,  in  whofe  right  Je£ 
frey  de  Founteyn  held  a  third  part,  died  before  the 
14th  of  Edward  I.  1286,  and  Jeffrey  died  in  the 
gth  of  Edward  II.  1316,  leaving  John  his  grandfon 
his  heir. 

Thomas  de  Effcx  had.  an  intereft  herein,  and  dy- 
ing in  the  23d  of  Edward  III.  1349,  Robert  was 
his  fon  and  heir,  and  was  lord,  on  whofe  death  it 
defcended  to  Robert  Briukley,  his  coufin  and  heir, 
fon  of  his  fifter  Catherine,  who  held  it  in  the  reigns 
of  Henry  IV.  and  V. 

In  the  15th  of  Henry  VI.  1437,  John  Merchant, 
fifhmonger,  of  London,  and  Ifnbel  his  wife,  late  wife 
ef  Robert  Walton,  paffed  it  by  fine  to  lir  John  Fal- 
floff,  km.  from  the  heirs  of  Ifabd, 

E  4.  Oil 
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On  the  death  of  fir  John,  John  Pafton.  efq.  was 
lord,  and  fir  William  Pafton  died  lord  in  the  gth  of 
Jarnes  1.  1611,  when  it  was  worth  clear  114!.  gs.  6d. 

BILLINGLEV'S  Part,  Walter  de  Biliingley  held  it 
in  right  of  Alice  his  wife. 

Walter  died  in  the  34th  of  Edward  I.  1306,  and 
John  was  his  foil  and  heir,  who  proved  his  age,  and 
had  livery  of  his  inheritance  here,  and  in  Lincoln- 
fliire,  iw  the  i6th  of  Edward  II.  1323,  and  dying 
in  the  following  reign,  left  John  his  Ion. 

Sir  William  de  Clere  died  feifed  of  this  and  other 
parts  of  this  manor  of  Runham  in  1384,  and  fo 
was  joined  to  the  other  manors  in  this  family. 

In  1611,  fir  William  Pafton  was  found  to  die 
feiied  of  the  manor  of  Runham,  held  of  Charles 
Clere,  cfq.  in  foccage,  of  his  manor  of  Filby. 

Roger  Bigot,  anceftor  of  the  earls  of  Norfolk,  had 
a  lordfhip  in  Runham  at  the  furvey. 

William  Gerberge  had  an  intereft  here  in  the  52d 
of  Henry  III.  1268. 

In  the  31  ft  of  Edward  I.  1303,  Lettice,  widow 
of  Richard  Runham,  conveyed  to  Roger,  fon  of  the 
faid  Richard,  meffuages  and  lands  here  and  in  Thrig- 
by  and  Jrilby. 

The  church  was  a  reclory.  dedicated  to  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul,  valued  at  eighteen  marks,  and  appro- 
priated to  the  priory  of  Horiham  St.  Faith's. 

Walter 
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Walter  de  Scratby  prefented  to  this  re&ory  in  the 
reign  of  Richard  I. 

In  the  14th  of  Edward  I.  the  daughters  of  Ni- 
cholas de  Scratby  impleaded  the  prior  of  St.  Faith's, 
as  their  right  to  prefent  to  this  church,  but  the  prior's 
light  was  acknowledged. 

On  this  appropriation  a  vicarage  was  fettled,  va- 
lued at  fix  marks. 

In  1346  the  vicar  was  prefented  by  the  king,  the 
temporalities  of  St.  Faith's  being  in  the  king's  hand. 

On  the  diffolution  of  this  priory,  it  came  to  the 
crown,  and  queen  Elizabeth,  on  May  13,  1575,  lett 
to  farm  this  reclory,  with  all  the  houfes,  appurte- 
nances, 8cc.  except  great  trees,  woods,  underwoods, 
&c.  for  twenty-one  years,  to  Richard  Chuich,  pay- 
ing 81.  los.  per  ann. 

After  this,  in  the  faid  reign,  it  was  granted  by  an 
exchange  of  lands  to  the  fee  of  Ely,  and  the  bifhop 
of  Ely  is  patron,  and  has  the  re&ory  tithes. 

The  value  of  the  vicarage  is  4!.  and  ftands  dif- 
ctiarged. 

The  church  and  chancel  are  covered  with  reed, 
and  has  a  four-fquare  tower  with  three  bells.  It 
flands  dole  to  the  level  of  marflies  which  lie  on  each 
fide  of  the  rivers  Bure,  Yare  and  Waveney. 

At  the  weft  end  of  it,  on  a  grave-flone  with  a 
brafs  plate — Orate  p.  a  fab;  Johs.  Dock  tt  Rofe  uxor. 

ejus Orate  p.  dia.  Cecilie  Dook  niip.  uxor.  Johs. 

Dock,  qutobt,  2-j  Augi,  1515. 

Rofe 
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Rofe  Book  gave  a  legacy  in  1501  to  the  building 
of  the  fteeple. 

In  a  north  window  Ufiford's  arms,  alfo  Mautby. 
In  a  fouth  window,  argent,  an  efcutcheon,  and  ode 
cf  marlets. 

In  the  chancel — Mr.  Geo.  Turner,  Gent,  was  here 
buried  Ocl.  23,  1612. 

The  temporalities  of  Langley  abbey  in  a  marfli 
here  were  13$.  4d. 

The  Rev.  Eli.  Morgan  Price  was  prefented  to  this 
Vicarage  by  the  bifhop  of  Ely  in  1774. 

SCRATBY,  SCROUTBV,  or  SCROTEBY,  wrote  in 
Doomfday  book  Scoutebei  and  Scrotebey.  William 
dc  Beaufoe,  bifhop  of  Thetford,  held  in  his  own 
right  as  a  lay-fee,  the  land  of  feven  focmen  here, 
who  belonged  to  the  manor  of  Hemefby,  (held  by 
earl  Algar)  in  king  Edward's  time. 

Here  was  alfo  a  church  endowed  with  36  acres, 
valued  at  35.  Ten  free-men  were  in  this  town  un- 
der the  commendation  of  Almar,  bifhop  of  Elmham, 
before  the  conqueft,  who  poffeffed  land,  See.  theft 
valued  at  265.  at  the  furvey  at  305.  Bifhop  Beaufoe 
gave  it,  with  other  lordfhips,  to  be  held  of  the  fee. 

The  lady  Joan,  wife  of  Ralph  Pcllipav,  mar- 
ried William  de  Aguillon,  having  lands  here  valued 
at  71. 

Robert  Aguillon,  a  parliamentary  baron,  held  of 
•the  fee  of  Norwich,  in  the  reign  or  Henry  III.  and 
his  daughter  and  heir  Ifabel  brought  it  by  majriage 

to 
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to  Hugh,  lord  Rardolph  of  Wormegay,  in  die  hun- 
dred of  Qackclofe,  with  other  lordfiiips,  which  (lie 
died  feifed  of  in  the  ijth  of  Edvv.  II.  1324. 

.  This  lordfhip  continued  in  the  lord  BardolpVs  fa- 
mily and  defendants,  till  on  the  attainder  of  the  lord 
vifcount  Beaumont,  it  was  granted  in  the  j  cjth  of 
Edward  IV.  February  11,  1473,  to  Anthony  earl 
Rivers. 

William,  lord  vifcount  Beaumont,  being  reflored 
in  blood  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  and  dying  lord 
in  1508  without  iffue,  the  lordfhip  came  to  the  crown; 
and  on  June  5,  1515,  in  the  6th  of  Henry  VIII.  was 
granted  to  fir  William  Arundel,  lord  Maltravers,  and 
Henry,  earl  of  Arundel,  his  fon,  inherited  it ;  but 
in  the  3d  of  queen  Mary,  1556,  it  was  granted  by 
fine  to  the  crown,  and  in  the  faid  year,  January  2, 
jvas  granted  to  fir  Nich.  Hare,  and  John  Hare,  efq.  ' 

Soon  after  this  it  was  in  the  Cleres,  and  Edward, 
fon  of  fir  John  Clere,  had  livery  of  it  in  1557. 

In  this  family  it  continued,  fir  John  Clere,  bait, 
died  feifed  of  it  January  16,  1637,  in  the  13th  of 
Charles  I.  and  Abigail,  his  daughter  and  heir,  mar- 
ried John  Cromwell,  efq.  alias  Williams,  of  Lon- 
don, who  in  her  right  was  lord  in  1663. 

The  abbey  of  St.  Bennet  of  Holme  had,  in  king 
Edward's  days,  and  at  the  furvey,  a  lordihip  valued 
at  IDS.  The  town  .was  one  leuca  long,  and  five 
furlongs  broad. 

In  the  i5th  of  Edward  I.  1287,  the  abbot  of 
Holme  claimed,  as  lord,  a  gallows,  the  affife,  and 
wreck  at  fca. 

On 
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On  the  di Solution  of  this  abbev,  and  exchange 
of  lands  made  between  Henry  VIII.  (who  held  it) 
and  bifhop  Rugg,  was  granted  to  the  fee  of  Nor- 
wich, and  fo  united  to  the  manor  that  the  bifhop 
held  as  abovememioned,  and  fo  it  is  held  by  leafe. 

Here  was  alfo  in  this  town  a  free-man,  who  own- 
ed to  the  value  of  lod.  which  the  Conqueror  join- 
ed to  his  manor  of  Ormefby  at  the  furvey,  and  fo 
it  palled  with  it. 

The  church  was  a  reclory,  dedicated  to  All  Saints, 
and  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Norwich,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  facrift,  by  John  Grey,  bifhop  of  Nor- 
wich, in  1205,  laving  a  penfion  of  55.  to  the  cel- 
lerer,  and  a  vicarage  was  appointed. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  the  reclory,  together 
\vith  the  vicarage,  was  valued  at  twenty-four  marks, 
and  was  exempted  from  the  payment  of  procurations, 
being  an  exempt  from  the  archdeacon,  as  one  of  the 
prior's  manors;  but  the  archdeacon  had  the  jurif- 
diction  over  all  the  parifhioners  dwelling  on  the  ma- 
nor of  the  lord  Bardolph. 

April  15,  1548,  it  was  confolidated  or  united  to 
Ormefby,  and  the  church  was  licenfed  to  be  demo- 
liihed.  The  vicarage  was  valued  at  5!.  No  remains 
of  the  church  are  now  viflble. 

The  family  of  Scroteby  had  a  lordfhip  in  this 
town,  in  the  53d  of  Henry  III.  1269,  which  Tho- 
mas de  Thorpe  afterwards  granted  to  the  prior  of 
Norwich. 

Stephen  de  Somerton  gave  lands  to  the  prior,  and 
Roger,  fon  of  Ralph  Clerk,  rents  ou:  of  land  here. 

William 
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William  Cole,  of  Scratby,  held  .lands  of  die  fa- 
crift  of  Norwich,  with  Roger  his  brother,  and  were 
to  perform  eight  days  work  for  it,  &c.  in  Autumn, 
and  to  have  eight  loaves  and  fourteen  herrings,  in 
the  35th  of  Edward  I.  1285. 

The  temporalities  of  the  priory  of  Norwich  were 
valued  in  1428,  at  145. 

John  Ramey,  efq.  who  ferved  the  office  of  mayor 
of  Yarmouth  in  1760  and  in  1773,  and  late  one  of 
the  receivers-general  of  the  land  tax  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  has  a  handfomc  feat  in  this  hamlet,  which 
is  prettily  ornamented  with  plantations,  and  com- 
mands a  very  extenfive  profpecl  of  the  fea  and  coun- 
try. This  gentleman  has  a  daughtei  married  to  the 
right  honourable  the  earl  of  Home,  a  peer  in  Scot- 
land. 

Oppofite  to  this  coaft  is  a  large  fand  called  by 
mariners  .Scroby.  .  . 

In  1582,  Scratby  Sand  (fo  called  from  its  fituation 
near  a  fmall  village  of  that  name,  on  the  coaft)  was 
fvvept  away  by  a  flrong  eaftcrly  wind  and  tide,  and 
became  fea  again,  having  emerged  from  the  water 
but  a  few  years  before,  and  formed  itfelf  into  a  fmall 
ifland.  About  1578  it  became  intirely  dry  land,  and 
railed  its  head  fo  much  above  high-water  mark,  that 
grafs,  &c.  grew  on  it,  and  fea  fowls  made  choice  of 
it  for  the  building  their  nefts,  fo  that  it  was  in  facl  a 
fmall  ifland ;  whither  many  of  the  Yarmouth  people 
ufed  to  go  in  the  fumraer  feafon,  in  order  to  pafs  an 
agreeable  day,  in  fuch  recreations  as  their  fancy  lead 
them  to.  Hence  it  appears  that  on  Augufl  2,  1380, 
the  bailiffs  with  a  rcfpeciable  company  of  gentlemen, 
burgeffes,  mariners,  occ.  wenc  down  to  take  formal 

pofTeflion 
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poffcflion  of  this  fpot,  by  the  name  of  Tdrnioutk 
i/land,  \vhere  they  all  dined,  and  fpcnt  the  day  in  fef- 
livity.  Frbni  the  circumflance  of  its  appearance, 
they  did  imagine  that  it  would  foon  accumulate,  and 
become  of  fome  importance  to  the  town,  Sir  Ed- 
ward Clere,  knt.  therefore,  oppofed  them  in  the  pof- 
fefTion  of  it,  claiming  it  himfelf,  as  parcel  of  his 
manor  of  Scratby,  and  for'  that  purpofe  creeled  a 
frame  of  timber  upon  it  as  a  teftimony  of  his  claim. 
It  was  the  more  eagerly  contended  for,  on  account  of 
-the  many  valuable  goods  that  were  often  cafl  afhore 
there,  from  fhips  loft  on  the  coaft,  particularly  this 
year  (1582)  when  feveral  parcels  of  filk,  wax,  Sec. 
were  found  there,  and  carried  to  Yarmouth,  in  fpite 
of  fir  Edward's  claim.  The  contefl,  however,  was 
of  fhort  duration.  The  fea  put  in  its  more  powerful 
claim,  received  again  its  property,  and  left  fir  Ed- 
ward and  the  people  of  Yarmouth  not  a  wreck  behind, 
whereby  to  keep  alive  the  fruitlefs  contefl. 

The  Rev.  David  Price  holds  the  vicarage  of 
Scratby  annexed  to  Ormefby  St.  Margaret  and  St. 
Michael,  on  the  prefentation  of  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter of  Norwich,  in  1774. 

STOKESBY,  wrote  in  Doomfday  book  Stokefbey. 
William  de  Scohics  had  a  grant  of  this  lordfhip 
from  the  Conqueror,  and  held  it  at  the  furvey.  Ed- 
win, a  free-man  of  Guert  held  it  in  king  Edward's 
reign,  when  there  was  a  church  endowed  with  twenty- 
four  acres  of  land,  and  three  of  meadow,  valued  at 
J  6d.  and  the  king  and  the  earl  had  the  foe.  Before 
the  conqueft  it  was  valued  at  loos,  but  at  the  furvey 
at  lol.  yet  for  two  years  it  paid  each  year  15!.  45. 
It  was  one  leuca  long  and  one  broad,  and  the  gelt 
\vas  as. 

The 
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The  Giffards,  carls  of  Bucks,  \vere  lords  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  J.  from  whom  it  came  by  marriage 
to  the  earls  of  Clere  and  Gloucefter,  and  by  Phi- 
lippa,  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Lionel,  duke  of  Cla- 
rence, to  Edmund  Mortimer,  earl  March,  who  held 
it  in  capite. 

Part  of  it  was  held  by  the  family  of  de  Reedham, 
•who  held  this  lordfhip  of  the  laid  honor  of  Clare,  ' 

Sir  William  de  Reedham  was  lord  in  the  3d  of 
Edward  I.  i  276,  claimed  a  lete  and  aflile  ;  and  Wil- 
liam de  Reedham,  efq.  prefented  to  the  chufch  of 
.Stokefby  in  1303. 

By  the. marriage  of  Margery,  daughter  and  heir 
of  William  de  Reedham,  efq.  it  came  to  Thomas 
Berney,  fecond  fon  of  John  Berncy,  efq.  of  \Vit- 
chingham.  In  1556  John  de  Berney  prefented,  and 
in  1358  ;  and  in  this  family  it  continued,  with  Reed- 
ham, many  years. 

The  family  of  Cleres  had  alfo  an  intereft  herein  ; 
Robert  Clere,  efq.  of  Stokefby,  fecond  fon  of  fir 
VVilliam  Clere,  knt.  inherited  it;  he  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  John  Reede,  efq.  .He  .died  in  the 
8th  of  Henry  V.  1420,  and  was  buried  in  the  church, 
of  St.  Andrew  of  Stokefby.  He  had  three  fons, 
John,  William,  and  Edmund;  the  two  firft  dying 
without  iffue,  Edmund  inherited  it;  on  whofe  death 
his  grandfon  Edmund  fucceeded.  This  Edmund 
married  three  wives,  but  leaving  no  iffue  male,  this 
lordfhip  came  to  Charles  Clere,  efq.  fon'ol  fir  Tho- 
mas Clere,  (brother  of  Edmund)  by  Anne  his  wife1, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  Gigges,  efq.  of  Rollcfby, 
who  had  livery  of  it  in  the  jili  of  Edv».  ard  Vf.  1  553  ; 
fir  Thomas  his  father,  being  knighted  at  Leith  in 

Scotland 
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Scotland  in  1 544,  by  Henry  VIII.  who  that  year  in- 
vaded that  kingdom. 

Afterwards  it  was  in  the  family  of  Windham ; 
Charles  Windham,  efq.  of  Stokefby,  was  lord  and 
patron  in  1667,  and  was  father  of  Charles.  Clere 
Windham,  efq.  fecond  fon  of  Charles,  fold  it  to 
George  England,  merchant,  of  Yarmouth,  about 


The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  and  is  a 
reclory  antiently  valued  at  thirty  marks,  and  the 
priory  of  Longueville  had  a  portion  therein  ;  at  pre- 
fent  the  value  is  13!.  6s.  8d.  and  pays  tenths,  Sec. 
Peter-pence  as. 

Edmund  Clere,  efq.  by  his  will  dated  May  24, 
1484,  requires  to  be  buried  in  the  chancel  of  this 
church,  proved  in  1488,  gives  to  nine  churches  in 
Flegg  deanry  6s.  8d.  each  ;  and  to  the  houfe  of  St. 
Anne  of  Weybridge  135.  4d. 

Thomas  Windham,  efq.  of  Stokefby,  is  faid  to  be 
buried  here;  Charles  Windham,  his  fon,  in  1668; 
and  Charles  Windham,  efq.  his  fon,  in  1685. 

In  the  church  were  the  arms  of  Clere,  impaling 
Charles. 

On  a  grave-Hone — For  Sir  'Thomas  Clere,  Kt.  and 
Elizabeth  /as  wife. — Clere  impaling  Gigges,  Reedham, 
gules,  a  chevron,  ingrailed  argent,  between  three 
reed  (heaves,  or. — Alfo  Gigges,  quartering  Toppes. 

The  temporalities  of  the  abbot  of  Holme  were 
6s.  of  Weybridge  priory  145.  4d. 

The 
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The  pribrefs  of  Margate  in  Kent,  had  loos,  an 
annual  penfion  out  of  the  manor;  the  prior  of  Tun- 
bridge,  a  penfion  of  81.  i6s.  per  aim.  1428,  paid 
by  John  Berney,  efq.  out  of  the  manor^ 

Stokefby  lies  at  the  wcftern  extremity  of  this  hun- 
dred, forming  a  peninfula  by  the  marfties.  There 
is  a  horfe-ferry  crofs  the  river  Bure  at  this  town, 
from  which  a  bridle-road  leads  to  Acle. 

In  1748  the  Rev.  John  Berney,  D.  D.  prcfented 
the  Rev.  Richard  Berney  to  the  confoliefated  reclo'ry 
of  Stokefby  and  Herringby.  Sir  John  Berney,  bait.-- 
of  Kirby-Bcdon,  is  at  this  time,  1779,  patron. 

THRICKBY,  or  THRIGBY,  wrote  in  Doomfday 
book  Trukcboj,  Trikebydc,  and  Trikebei.  Godric 
at  the  furve'y  was  fleward  of  a  lordfh'ip  belonging  to 
the  Conqueror,  of  which  fix  free-men  of  Ralph  Stalfe 
were  deprived,  and  the  king  and  the  earl  had  the 
Ibc. 

This  was  held  with  Ormefby  manor,  and  had  the? 
fame  lords.  William  de  Ormefby  was  returned  as 
lord,  in  the  gth  of  Edward  II.  1316.  From  the 
Ormefbys  it  came  to  the  Clercs,  and  Robert  Clcre, 
cfq.  of  Stokefby,  held  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI* 
and  fo  paffed  with  Stokefby. 

Roger  Bigot,  anceftor  of  the  earls  of  Norfolk,  had 
a  fee,  of  which  three  free-men  were  deprived. 

William  Bovile  held  this  by  a.  quarter  of  a  fee  of 
the  earl  marflial,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  This 
came  after  to  the  Fi'tbys,  and  to  the  'Cleres. 


«.... 
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-  Bartholomew  Edric  held  alfo,  in  the  3d  of  Hen- 
ry IV.  a  quarter  of  a  fee  here  of  the  manor  of  Oby. 

William  Beaufoe,  bifhop  of  Norwich,  held  in 
fee,  in  his  own  right,  the  land  of  a  free  man,  valued 
at  1 2d.  The  town  was  half  a  leuca  long,  and  half 
a  one  broad,  and  paid  i^d.  halfpenny  geh. 

Bifhop  Beaufoe  gave  this  lordfhip,  with  many 
others,  to  his  fee,  and  fo  we  believe  it  continues. 

'  William  de  Scohies  had  alfo  at  the  furvey  ten  free 
mens  land  here.  Here  were  five  fait  works,  a  church 
endowed  with  five  acres,  valued  at  6d.  The  manor 
valued  before  the  furvey  at  405.  and  then  at  8os. 
The  king  and  the  earl  had  the  foe. 

William  de  Reedham  held  this  lordfhip  in  the 
gd  of  Henry  III.  1219,  and  granted  by  fine  to  the 
abbot  of  Langky,  the  church  of  Thrigby,  and  the 
abbot  gave  to  William,  in,  exchange,  two  acres .  of- 
land  in  Stokefby,  next  the  church-yard  to  the  weft. 
It  afterwards  came  to  the  Berneys  and  the  Cleres  of 
Stokefby,  who  held  the  whole  town. 

Abraham  Caftell,  efq.  was  lord  and  patron  in 
3-677,  and  Robert  Caftell,  efq.  fold  it  in  1710,  to 
John  Smith,  efq.  merchant  of  Yarmouth,  who  raifed 
a  great  eftate  by  exportation  of  malt  to  Holland,  and 
prefented  in  1720.  Jofhua  Smith,  efq.  was  lord 
and  patfon  in  1740:  his  widow,  Mrs.  Smith,  refides 
at  the  manfion-houfe,  which  has  a  handfome  gar- 
den and  plantations. 

The  church  is  a  vicarage,  dedicated  to  St.  Man''; 
the  reclory  was  appropriated  to  Langley  abbey,  and 
valued  at  *j!4    the  vicarage  at  four  marks ;    Peter- 
pence 
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pence  14<1  ob.     The  prcfent  value  is  61.  and  is  dif- 
charged. 

The  abbot  of  Langley  prefentcd  till  the  diffolution 
of  religious  houfes  in  1533. 

The  church  and  chancel  are  covered  with  reed, 
has  a  fquare  tower.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  it 
.was  46  paces  long  and  12  broad. 

On  the  north  windows  in  manv  places  are  the 
arms  of  Giggs.  On  an  old  board,  formerly  part  of 
the  rood-loft,  are,  in  old  characters,  Hie  Jh,  captus 
eft — Hie  Jlagdlat — Hie  cricifigitur — Hie  deponitur. 

On  grave-flones  in  the  chancel,  Alex.  Wilfon,  clerk, 
Jtp.  Jan.  23,  1710,  at.  42. 

Hie  Jitus  eft  Edvardus  Warms  hand  ita  pridcm  eccle- 
Jiar,  de  Lammas  et  Hautebois,  reclor,  vir  probus  el  doc- 
tus,  qui  moriens  magnas  opes  alendis  pauperibus  Jupremo 
Juo  tejlamento  legavit,  ob,  27,  die  1 700,  atatijq.  ftue  87. 

He  left  an  eRate  of  about  leol.  per  ann.  to  Yar- 
mouth, and  Little  Hautbois  hall  to  the  corporation 
of  Norwich. 

The  temporalities  of  the  priory  of  Norwich  were 
35.  2d. 

In  1774,  the  Rev.  Edward  White,  curate  of  St. 
George's  chapel,  Yarmouth,  was  prefented  to  this 
re&ory. 

"  The  town  (fays  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parkin)   feems  to 

take  its  name  from  three  ftreams,  or  brooks  of  water 

here  meeting — Tre-ke-by,  and  thus  Tre-kefs-ton,  or 

F  2  Threxton" 
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Threxton."  Where  this  accurate  hiftorian  met  with 
"  three  Jlreams  or  brooks'  in  the  parifh  of  Thrigby, 
•yve  are  at  a  lofs  to  determine.  At  prefent  there  is  no 
appearance  of  water,  except  what  filters  through  the 
marfhes.  Indeed,  perfons  who  would  be  thought  ety- 
mologifts,  hazard  any  conjecture  to  fupport  an  opinion 
— Jike  an  author  who  affertcd,  that  the  town  of 
Maidenhead  in  Berkfhire  took  its  name  from  having 
ONCE  been  the  refidence  of  the  only  Virgin  in  the  king- 
dom. 


GREAT  YARMOUTH. 

SO  called  to  diflinguifii   it   from  Little  Yarmouth 
on  the  Suffolk  fide  of  the  river,   and   not,   as  is 
generally  fuppofed,  in  contradistinction  to  Yarmouth 
in  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

In  this  hiftorical  and  topographical  defcription  we 
.  fliall,  for  the  fake  of  brevity  and  perfpicuity,  treat 
of  the  etymology  and  origin ;  magiftrates  and  go- 
vernment;  ancient  ufages  and  cuftoms  ;  the  feven 
Jjavens ;  free-fair,  fortifications,  and  political  attach- 
ments during  the  ufurpation  ;  St.  Nicholas  church 
and  monuments;  prefent  flate  of  the  town;  and  a 
chronological  epitome  of  memorable  occurrences, 

The  name  of  this  town  is  intirely  appofite  to  i£s 
fituation,  from  which,  indeed,  like  many  others,  it 
is  taken.  Yar-mouth  is  as  e-xprefftve  of  the  Yare's 
Mouth,  or  the  Mouth  of  the  river  Yare,  as  a  corn- 
.pound  word  can  be.  The  Saxons  called  it  Garmud, 
•5ajid  Jiermudj  (the  pronunciation  of  their  d  being 

fomewhat 
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fomewhat  like  our  th]  that  is,  the  Mouth  of  the 
Garienis,  or  Yarc ;  which  river  rifes  about  Hinghain, 
and,  after  receiving  into  it  the  Wenfome,  Waveney, 
and  Bure  '"  here  diiembogucs  itfelf  into  the  BriciQi 
ocean, 

It  is  Rill  a  difputable  point  whether  this  be  the 
Garianonum  of  the  ancients  or  not.  Camden  fays; 
"  I  dare  not  affirm  that  this  was  the  old  Garianonum 
where  former] y  the  Stabicfian  horfe  lay  in  garriibn 
again  ft  the  barbarians  ;  nor  yet  the  neighbouring  lit- 
tle village  Callor,  (formerly  the  feat  of  Sir  John 
Faflolf,  an  eminent  knight)  famous  amongft  the  in- 
habitants, on  account  of  its  antiquity  ;  though  there 
is  another  report  that  the  river  Yare  had  another 
mouth  jufl  under- it.  But  as  I  am  thoroughly  con- 
vinced, that  the  Garianonum  was  at  Burgh-Caftle  in 
Suffolk,  which  is  fcarce  two  miles  dillant  from  the 
oppofite  bank  of  the  river,  fo  am  I  apt  to  think, 
that  Yarmouth  rofe  out  of  its  ruins,  and  that  this 
Caftor  was  one  of  the  Roman  caflles,  placed  alfo  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Yare,  now  flint  up :  for  as 
the  north-weft  wind  plays  the  tyrant  upon  the  coall 
of  Holland  over  againft  this  place,  and  has  flopped 
up  the  middle  mouth  of  the  Rhine  with  fands,  in 
like  manner  has  the  north-eat!  damaged  this  coaft. 

and 

*  The  Bare  abounds  with  excellent  perch,  as  does  the  Yare 
with  a  fifh  peculiar  to  itfelf,  called  a  Ruff,  of  which  latter  it 
may  not  be  unentertaining  to  give  Mr.  Camden's  defcription. 
"  The  colour  of  the  back,  (fays  he,)  is  of  a  dark  brown,  the 
belly  a  palifh  yellow.  Along  the  jaws  it  is  marked  with  a 
double  femicircular  line ;  the  upper  half  of  the  eye  is  a  dark 
brown,  the  under  yellowifh,  like  gold,  and  the  ball  black.  It 
is  particularly  remarkable  for  a  line  drawn  along  the  back,  like 
a  crofs  thread  tied  to  the  b@dy  ;  the  tail  and  fins  are  all  over 
fpotted  with  black.  When  it  is  provoked  its  fins  brittle  up  : 
when  quiet  they  lie  flat  and  clofe.  It  eats  like  a  perch,  and  is 
particularly  valued  for  its  fhojtnefs  and  wholfomenefs." 
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and  feems,  by  fweeping  up  heaps  of  fand,  to  have 
obftruclcd  this  harbour;  for  the  cleanfing  and  keep- 
ing open  of  which,  many  flatutes  have  palled  in 
parliament,  in  regard  to  the  great  importance  there- 
of, for  carrying  on  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this 
kingdom.  Nor  will  it  be  any  injury,  if  I  call  this 
dur  Yarmouth  (fo  nearly  joined  to  the  old  Gariano- 
num  itfell ;  iince  the  Garicnis,  from  whence  it  had 
its  name,  has  now  changed  its  channel,  and  enters 
the  fea  below  this  town,  to  which  it  alfo  gave  name; 
for  I  cannot  but  own  this  Yarmouth  is  of  a  later 
date ;  for,  when  that  old  Garianonum  was  gone  to 
decay,  and  there  was  none  left  to  defend  this  fhore, 
Cerdick,  the  warlike  Saxon,  landed  here,  from 
whence  the  place  is  called  by  the  inhabitants  at  this 
day,  Cerdick- fand,  and  by  other  hiftorians  Cerdick- 
Jhore ;  and  when  he  had  harraffed  the  Iceni  with  a 
grievous  war,  he  fet  fail  from  hence  for  the  weft, 
\vhere  he  fettled  the  kingdom  of  the  Weft  Saxons. 
And  not  long  after,  the  Saxons,  inftead  of  Gariano- 
num, built  a  new  town  in  that  rnoift  watry  field 
upon  the  weft  fide  of  the  river,  which  they  called 
Yarmouth ;  but  the  fituation  thereof  proving  un- 
wholefome,  they  removed  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
river,  called  then,  Cerdick-fand,  and  there  they  built 
this  new  town,  wherein  there  flourifhed,  in  the  time 
of  Edward  the  Ccnfeffor,  feventy  burghers.11 

On  this  fubjecl  Sir  Henry  Spelman,  in  his  Icenia, 
fays,  "  Yarmouth  is  neither  the  real  Garianonuin 
nor  different  from  the  real ;  for  the  fituation  of  both 
•was  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Garienis,  from  which, 
alfo,  both  were  named ;  but  the  one  received  its 
name  from  the  old  channel,  the  other  from  the  new  ; 
and  both  in  that  fpace  of  the  fhore  where  Cerdick,  a 
Saxon,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  495,  with  Cenrick 
his  fon,  and  five  fhips,  entering  the  port,  put  the 

oppofmg 
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qppofing  Britons  to  flight,  and  named  the  port  Cer- 
dick-fhore,  as  Ethelwcrd  relates."  And  a  little  after 
he  goes  on  :  "  The  river  Yare  deferting  irs  channel, 
has  configned  to  oblivion  the  ancient  fituation  of 
Garianonum.  The  marks  of  both  the  fituation  and 
the  river  are  very  uncertain.  Two  places  feem  to 
claim  it;  Burgh-Caflle,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
which  at  this  day  hangs  over  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river, 
and  Caftor,  a  little  village  about  four  miles  diftant, 
to  the  north.  Both  exhibit  fomething  of  the  Roman: 
the  former  a  four-fided,  oblong,  pitched  camp,  crown- 
ed with  a  wall,  but  too  remote  from  the  fea,  and  hi 
a  place  fo  furrounded  with  marfhes  and  narrow 
paries,  as  to  be  an  incommodious  fituation  for  ttoops 
pf  hoife ;  the  latter,  on  the  fhore  itielf,  difcovering 
alfo  the  ruins  of  a  wall  and  fortification,  in  an  open 
plain,  very  commodious  for  the  excurfion  of  horfe 
and  for  the  defence  of  the  fhore,  which  was  given  in 
charge  to  the  Count  of  the  Saxon  fliqre,  and  thi^ 
cavalry ;  for  the  interior  and  midland  parts  were 
guarded  by  another  Count,  and  rather  with  cohorts 
of  foot,  than  troops  of  horfe.  I  therefore  place  Ga- 
rianonum at  Caftor,  though  Camden  was  pleafed 
•with  Burgh." 

"  Of  thefe  two  great  authorities,  fays  Mr.  Parkin. 
I  am  inclined  to  Favor  the  latter,,  as  Sir  Henry  Spel- 
man's  reafons  feem  to  be  the  mofl  cogent  and  deci- 
five.  This  Garianonum,  which  we  may  conclude 
was  at  Caftor,  was  an  ancient  fortrefs  of  the  Ramans, 
where  their  Stablefian  horfe  were  ftationed,  under 
the  command  of  the  Count  of  the  Saxon  fhore,  (who 
was  hence  called  Gariannoncnfis)  in  order  to  guard 
jhc  fhorc  from  the  frequent  inroads  of  the  Saxon 
pirates  ;  he  had  in  all  under  his  command  2200  foot 
-and  2co  horfe,  which  were  ftationed  at  dirieicnt 
•places  ou  the  cpafb  of  No; folk,  Suffolk,.  Lfa,  Kent, 
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&c.  \vhich  had  then  the  denomination  of  the  Saxoil 
Shore,  from  being  fituated  nearly  oppofite  to  the  na- 
tive country  of  the  Saxons,  a  warlike  people  of 
Germany. 

"  Burgh-Caftle,  however,  though  I  may  be  dif- 
inclined  to  think  it  the  Garianonum  of  the  ancients, 
muit  not  be  held  in  lefs  efteem  for  its  antiquity, 
fince  it  is  evident  from  many  circum  fiances  that  it 
\vas  a  Roman  Ration,  as  well  as  Caftor;  Rdmanam 
cflendunt  ambo  Jpeciem.  This  is,  in  a  great  meafure, 
confirmed  by  the  many  Roman  coins  and  pieces  of 
urns  which  have  been  found  at  both  places :  but 
more  particularly  at  Caftor,  in  a  place  called  the 
Eaft  Bloody-Burgh  furlong ;  and  it  is  obfervable, 
that  the  date  of  the  coins  found  at  Caftor  arc  more- 
ancient  than  thofe  at  Burgh-Cafllc ;  hence  it  may 
be  inferred,  that  Caftor  was  the  firft  fortrefs  on  this 
coaft,  the  river  Yare  emptying  itfelf  into  the  fea, 
not  far  from  thence,  at  a  place  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Cockle  Water,  alias  Grubb's  Haven,  many 
centuries  after.  But  the  courfe  of  the  river  fhifring 
more  .to  the  fouth,  occafioned  by  ftrong  north-cart 
winds  blocking  up  the  mouth  with  fand  and  gravel, 
It  is  probable  another  ftation  might  be  thought  ne- 
ceflary,  and  one  might  accordingly  be  made  on  the 
ibuth  fide  of  the  river." 

Cerdick-fand,  or  Cerdick-fhore,  of  which  men- 
tion has  been  already  made,  feems  to  have  been  a 
great  fand-bank  formed  along  the  fhore,  between  two 
branches  or  channels  of  the  Yare,  called  havens,  by 
which  two  channels  the  river  then  entered  the  fea  ; 
one  running  near  Caftor,  the  other  near  Gorlefton. 
By  the  former  of  which,  from  many  concurring  cir- 
cumftances,  it  is  imagined,  that  Lothbroch,  the  no- 
ble Dane,  whofe  ftory  is  related  by  Sir  Henry  Spel- 

•     man, 
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man,  entered,  in  his  paffage  to  Reedham,  where  he 
landed.  The  ftoiy  has,  indeed,  fomething  of  the 
marvellous  in  it,  but  being  fo  ferioufly  related,  and 
by  fuch  refpeclable  authority,  we  cannot  refift  the 
temptation  of  giving  it  at  length,  as  it  dfo  bears 
fome  relation  to  the  topography  of  the  place  we  are 
treating  of. 

"  At  the  confluence  of  the  Yare  widi  the  Wave- 
ney,  fays  he,  three  miles  from  Yarmouth,  the  little 
village  of  Reedharn,  the  feat  of  the  Bcrneys,  ap- 
pears juft  out  of  the  marfhes,  having  its  name 
from  its  reedy  fituation ;  but  by  the  miraculous  ar- 
rival of  Lothbroc,  a  noble  Dane,  equally  celebrated 
and  unfortunate.  I  will  revive  the  melancholy  tale — 
This  Lothbroch,  of  royal  race,  after  he  had  begotten 
two  fons,  Hinguar  and  Hubba,  and  was  alone  fome 
time  in  a  boat,  hawking  for  birds,  by  the  iflands 
near  Denmark,  \vas  driven  by  a  fudden  tempeft  over 
the  breadih  of  the  fea,  arid  is  carried  into  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Yare,  as  far  as  Reedham.  The  inhabitants 
brought  the  ilrangcr,  as  they  had  found  him  alon-e 
with  his  hawk,  to  Edmund,  king  of  the  Eaft-Angles, 
whofe  palace  was  at  Caftor,  ten  miles  from  thence. 
The  king  is  aitonifhed  at  the  man's  figure  and  fortune, 
and  receives  him  with  a  countenance  and  manner 
fo  engaging,  that  Lochbroch's  affection  fcr  his  own 
country  was  prefently  alienated.  He  is  alfo  de- 
lighted with  the  diverfions  of  the  courtiers,  efpe- 
cially  hunting ;  to  be  more  expert  in  which,  he 
utfbciates  with  Bern,  the  king's  huntfman  ;  and  in 
(o  fliort  a  time  excels  his  mafler,  that,  flung  with 
envy,  he  privately  murdered  him  in  the  woods, 
whither  he  had  feduced  him.  While  Lothbroch  was 
milling  the  vigilant  greyhound  that  he  had  kept, 
guarded  the  body  of  his  murdered  mafter  ;  but  being 
compelled  by  hunger,  now  and  then  vifits  the  hall, 
G  and 
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and  being  obferved  by  the  king's  fervants,  he  is  follow- 
ed by  them  to  the  body.  Bern  is  therefore  found 
pi::i:v,  and  by  judgment  of  the  king's  court,  is  put 
iti ro  Lothbroch's  boat,  alone,  and  deftiiute  of  every 
inftrument  of  navigation  ;  and  being  committed  to 
the  waves  and  winds,  it. was  his  fortune  to  be  carried 
into  Denmark.  The  boat  being  there  known,  he  is 
exa mined  on  the  rack,  concerning  Lothbroch's 
death;  and,  in  order  to  be  delivered  from  the  tor- 
ture, pretends  that  he  was  murdered  by  Edmund, 
king  of  the  Eaft  Angles.  Hinguar  and  Hubba  now 
vow  the  bittereft  revenge  ;  and  having  railed  an  army 
of  20000  armed  men,  with  Bern  for  their  guide, 
Suddenly  ravage  all  Eaft  Anglia.  They  foon  after 
take  king  Edmund,  fcourge  him,  and  afterwards 
wound  him  with  arrows,  behead  him  with  a  fword, 
and  hack  him  in  pieces,  to  be  canonized.  Thus 
the  kingdom  of  the  Eaft  Angles  expired  with  its 
king,  in  the  year  of  grace  870,  &c.  See." 

What  fir  Henry  Spelman  would  infer  from  this 
ftory,  is,  that  Yarmouth  was  not  in  being  at  that 
time,  and  confequently  that  Reedham  is  morf  an- 
cient than  Yarmouth ;  Magna  Ycrmutha  antiquiorem 
tffe,  "  For,  fays  he.  if  Yarmouth  was  inhabited 
when  Lothbroch  was  driven  hither,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  he  would,  with  his  cry,  have  implored  aflfiftance, 
and,  wearied  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  had  pro- 
ceeded no  further  up  the .  river."  This,  however, 
fuppofing  the  ftory  to  be  true  (which  requires  a 
preity  large  portion  of  credulity  to  admit  of)  does 
not  yet  amount  to  a  proof;  becaufe  it  muft  ftrike 
any  perfon,  that  a  man  half  dead  with  the  fatigue  of 
iuch  a  voyage,  and  almoft  famifhed  for  long  want 
of  fuftenance,  on  entering  a  broad  river,  with  a  ra- 
pid tide,  could  make  but  verv  feeble  efforts  to  go  to 
this  or  that  place,  and  perhaps  fo  far  (pent  as  to  be 

fcarce 
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fcarce  heard  at  a  fmall  di  fiance,  fliould  he  endeavour 
to  call  for  aififlance,  fo  that  it  is  as  probable  that 
Lothbroch  fhould  have  been  driven  by  the  tide  up 
the  river,  as  Car  as  Reedham,  as  that  he  fhould  have 
made  for  either  Yarmouth  or  Caftor,  or  it  is  poffible 
that  he  might  have  bec'n  diivcn  up  the  river  in  the 
night,  and  fo  have  efcaped  observation.  I  muft 
needs  think,  therefore,  that  fir  Henry's  tale  is  more 
entertaining  than  his  inference  is  conclufive. 

"  It  appears  (fays  Mr.  Ives)  from  the  Notitia  Im* 
peril,  that  thcPrapofitus  Equitum  Slable/itinorumwas  fta- 
tioned  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yare  ;  and  from  that  cir- 
cumflance  this  commander  was  (tiled  Gariennonerijis. 
r- -An  affertion  which  carries  fuch  pofitive  proof, 
none  have  been  hardy  enough  to  deny ; — but  the 
difficulty  is,  to  fix.  the  fcite  of  his  rcfidence,  to  dif- 
cover  where  he  pitch'd  his  tents,  and  to  inform  pofT 
terity  where  the  Roman  banner,  firfl  difplay'd  its 
Eagle  on  the  Iceman  fliore, 

"  In  this  refearch  we  are  deflitute  of  any  affiflance 
from  the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus,  the  great  guide  which 
leads  us  through  Britannia  Romana. — Refpe&ing 
Garianonum  it  is  filent; — nor  have  we  any  military 
way  to  direcl  our  fteps :  the  Ermine-flreet  comes  no 
farther  eaft  than  Venta  Icenorum;  and  whatever  vi- 
ciniary  or  occafional  roads  led  to  Garianonum,  as  they 
were  not  raifed  with  that  care  and  permanency  as  the 
great  military  ones,  we  cannot  expecl;  them  to  be  ob- 
vious at  this  day. 

"  The  great  father  of  our  national  antiquities,  the 
venerable  Camden,  places  the  Roman  Garianonum 
at  Burgh  Caflle,  in  Suffolk:  my  learned  country- 
man, fir  Henry  Spelman,  an  almoft  cotemporary 
writer,  endeavours  to  fix  it  at  Caftor,  near  Yar- 
G  2  mouth, 
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mouth,  in  Norfolk.  Faffing  by  leffer  authorities  as 
advocates  for  the  latter  opinion,  let  us  confider  the 
fentimems  of  the  good  old  knight  upon  it,  as  his 
own  words  informs  us.* 

"  The  great  objection  which  fir  Henry  Spelman 
and  the  followers  of  his  opinion  malte  to  Burgh  as 
the  Roman  Garianonum,  is  its  diftance  from  the  fea, 
being  furrounded  with  marines,  and  incommodi- 
oufiy  fituated  for  cavahy.  The  ftate  of  the  coun- 
try when  the  Romans  built  and  fir  Henry  wrote,  was 
very  different ; — had  it  been  the  fame,  his  remark 
would  have  been  juft; — but  during  the  revolutions 
of  fo  many  centuries,  the  appearance  of  every  coun- 
try is  frequently  altered,  and  fuffers  many  changes. 
— Effects  of  this  kind  are  produced  from  many 
caufes : — fome  of  them  from  the  mod  latent,  which 
diftort  the  face  of  nature,  and  leave  monuments  of 
their  operations  for  poflerity  to  wonder  at. 

"  Upon  obferving  the  flat  country  for  four  miles, 
the  diftance  between  Caftor  and  Burgh  (a  confider- 
able  part  of  which  is  ftill  water,  and  retains  a  Saxon 
appellation  t }  it  evidently  appears  to  have  been  once 
covered  by  the  ocean,  and  the  mouth  of  the  Yare, 
at  that  time,  an  ^Eftuary,  or  arm  of  the  fea :  Tra- 
dition, the  faithful  preferver  of  many  a  fad  which 
hiftory  has  overlooked  or  forgotten,  confidently  and 
invariably  afferts  it. — To  affift  this  opinion,  Mr. 
Ives  inferted  the  ancient  map  of  Garienis  0/lium,  as 
it  is  fuppofed  to  have  appeared  in  the  year  one 
thoufand.  The  original  remains  is  in  a  cheft  called 
the  hutch,  belonging  to  the  corporation  of  Yarmouth, 
and  was  copied  from  one  flill  more  ancient  (which 

appeared 

*  See  page  66  and  67. 

t  Bradan,  Brayden,  fignifying  Broad- end,  or  Broad- water. 
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.appeared  to   be  in  a  pcrifhing  condition)  about  the 
time  of  queen  Elizabeth. 

"  About  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  the  fea 
retreated  from  the  fand  at  the  mouth  of  the  jEftuary 
on  which  Yarmouth  now  (lands;"  "and  then  there 
"  were  two  channelles  for  fhippes  and  fifhermcn  to 
"  pafTe  and  enter  into  that  arme  of  the  fea  for 
"  utterance  of  their  h'fhe  and  marchandizes,  wliich 
"  were  conveyed  to  diverfe  partes  and  places,  as 
"  well  in  the  countye  of  Norfolke  as  in  the  coun- 
*'  tye  of  Suffolke,  by  reafon  that  all  the  wholle  le- 
"  veil  of  the  maiihes  and  fennes,  which  now  are 
"  betwixte  the  towne  of  Yermouthe  and  the  citie  of 
"  Norwiche,  were  then  all  an  arme  of  the  fea,  en- 
*'  teringe  within  the  lande  by  the  mouthc  of  Hierus  ; 
"  and  this  was  aboute  the  yere  of  our  Saviour  MXL. 
"  and  longe  before'".1' — When  this  fand  became  in- 
habitable, and  a  confiderable  town  formed  upon  its 
banks,  the  courfe  of  the  fea  being  altered,  the  rivers 
and  marihes  fettled  in  the  manner  we  now  find  them. 
— The  Romans  followed  the  courfe  of  the  /Eftuary 
as  their  Icenian  conquefts  multiplied,  and  after  Ga- 
rianonum  founded  the  Vente  Icenorum;  to  the  fouth 
•the  flation  ad  Taum,  on  that  branch  of  the  river 
called  the  TefTe  ;  and  advancing  by  the  northern 
flream,  arrived  at  Elmham,  where  a  flation  was 
placed  alfo. 

"  One  circumftance  attends  our  opinion  of  Burgh- 
Caftle  being  the  ancient  Garianonum,  which  carries 
it  above  conjecture.  In  the  marfhes  which  lay  be- 
tween the  two  fhores,  and  even  at,  the  walls,  have 

frequently 

*  MS.  cui  Tit.  "  Create  Yarmouth ;  a  Booke  of  the  founda- 
"  cion  and  aiitiquitye  of  the  fayde  Towne/'&c.  fo.  1560, 
penes  me. 
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frequently  been  discovered  parts  of  anchors,  rings, 
and  other  pieces  of  iron,  which,  however  uncouth 
in  their  appearance,  could  have  been  of  no  fervice 
but  for  maritime  ufes,  and  muft  either  have  belonged 
to  the  veflels  of  the  garrifon,  or  have  been  left  there 
by  thofe  unfortunate  navigators  who,  in  early  times, 
vifited  this  dangerous  coaft. 

"  It  is  alfo  to  be  remarked,  that  every  where  round 
the  walls  of  the  camp,  are  found  immenfe  quanti- 
ties of  iea-fhells,  particular  thofe  of  the  oyfter,  form- 
ing a  flrata  feveral  feet  deep,  and  fcarceiy  admitting 
a  doubt  of  the  nearer  approach  of  the  lea  or  /Efluary 
of  the  Yare  to  this  Ration,  at  the  time  of  its  Roman 
inhabitants ;  for  it  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the 
garrifon,  whatever  might  be  their  number,  could 
confume  ib  confiderable  a  quantity  of  that  fifli,  as 
their  exuvia  plainly  inform  us  were  there  depo- 
fited." 

It  is  faid,  that  after  the  Romans  had  evacuated 
Britain,  and  the  Saxon  adventurers  had  carried  the 
news  of  their  good  fucccfs  here,  into  Germany,  this 
place  was  found  to  be  very  commodious  for  landing 
of  troops,  and  as  new  adventurers  were  daily  pour- 
ing into  the  kingdom,  Cerdick  made  the  fiift  defcent 
in  thefe  parts,  and,  as  above  related,  gave  the  name 
to  it,  which  it  bears  at  this  time,  and  which  accord- 
ing  to  Brompton,  is  our  Yarmouth.  For  when  the 
Saxons  had  got  foiid  footing  in  England,  and  had 
firmly  eftabliflied  their  own  government,  as  things 
began  to  wear  a  more  peaceable  afpeft,  and  trade  and 
commerce  began  to  rear  their  heads,  fuch  a  fituation 
as  this,  fo  well  adapted  to  foreign  and  domeftic  com- 
merce, navigation  and  trade;  could  not  long  efcape 
th'e  penetrating  eye  of  the  Saxons  j  who  (as  Camden 
has  obferVeci}  built  a  flew  town,  in  lieu  of  the  old 

Gurianonum, 
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Camnonum,  on  the  wefl  fide  of  the  river,  till  the 
umvholefomenefs  of  fo  moiir.  a  fituation,  and  other 
inconveniences,  induced  fome  of  the  inhabitants  to 
remove  to  the  oppofite  bank  (Cerdick  fliore)  already 
encreafcd  in  bulk  and  firmnefs,  and  there  laid  the 
foundation  of  GREAT  YARMOUTH. 

Hence  is  evident  the  futility  of  fome  accounts  of 
the  origin  of  this  town,  which  would  have  it,  that  in 
the  lime  of  Canute  it  was  a  fand  in  the  fea  ;  that  if 
only  began  to  be  feen  at  low  water  in  Edward  the 
Confeffor's  time,  and  to  be  dry  land  from  1040  to 
logo,  when  it  was  no  longer  overflown  ;  that  then 
fifhermen  began  to  refort  hither,  and  build  tents,  in 
which  they  .refided,  at  leaft,  during  the  time  of  their 
fiftiing  for  herring,  &x:. 

But,  however  the  circumflances  of  thefe  accounts 
may  be  founded  in  truth,  the  anachronilin  is  a  glar- 
ing error,  as  is  plain,  from  the  ftate  of  the  town,  at 
the  grand  furvcy  of  the  Conqueror,  1086,  as  it  is 
preferved  in  that  authentic  record  of  this  kingdom, 
JDoomfday  book,  where  we  find  this  account  of  it. 


Hundred  ofl  &mg  Edward  held  Yarmouth. 
"  Eaji  FLegs;.  \  There  were  always  'fevetity  bur- 
gefles.  It  was  then  valued,  with  two  parts  of  the 
foe  of  three  hundreds,  at  181.  by  tale,  and  the  earl's 
part  was  gl.  by  tale.  The  king's  two  parts  are  novV 
17!.  155.  4d.  blancs,  and  the  earl's  part  is  loL 
blancs;  and  the  fherifr  has  four  pounds  and  one 
hawk,  given  gratis  and  in  friendfhip." 

In  the  fame,  "  Almarus  the  bifhop  had,  in  king 
Edward's  time,  a  certain  church  of  St.  Bennet  ;  Wil- 
liam, bifliop  of  the  diocefe,  has  the  fame  now,  and 
-is  valued  at  203.  The  whole  pays  .iad.  gelu" 

"  What 
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"  What  thefe  burgefTcs  were  (that  are  mentioned 
in  the  above  extract)  the  furvey  itfelf,  favs  Dr.  Brady, 
makes  no  mention ;  but  in  a  controverfy  that  hap- 
pened between  the  burgeffes  of  Yarmouth,  and  the 
tenants  of  the  manor  of  Lothingland  in  Gorlefton, 
and  Little  Yarmouth,  in  the  isth  of  Henry  III. 
1228,  about  lading  and  unlading  of  goods,  &c.  it 
appears  that  they  were  merchants  and  traders  at  fea. 
That  the  kings  of  England  had  kept  this  burgh  in 
their  own  hands,  and  received,  by  their  officer,  the 
profits  of  the  port,  untill  the  gth  year  of  the  reign 
of  king  John,  1208."  Hence  it  is  obfcrvable,  that 
long  before  that  king's  incorporation  charter,  Yar- 
mouth was  call'd  a  burgh,  and  the  merchants  and 
traders  burgeffes.  And  it  is  remarkable  that  Doomf- 
day  book  makes  no  mention  of  villains,  borderers, 
fervi,  Sec.  whence  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  bur- 
geffes of  Yarmouth  were  always  free,  though  not  in 
io  extenfive  a  manner  as  after  the  grant  of  king 
John's  charter,  which  gave  them  liberty  to  buy  and 
fell  without  moleftation,  exempted  them  from  toll, 
releafed  them  of  that  uncertain  cuftom  of  rent,  Sec. 
and  granted  them  feveral  other  immunities,  which 
they  had  not  before. 

Of  the  Magijlrates  and  Government  of  Great  Yarmouth. 

HAVING  already  endeavoured  to  convey  fomc 
idea  of  the  origin  and  ancient  fituation  of  Yarmouth, 
we  (hall  now  endeavour  to  trace  the  government  of 
the  town  from  its  firft  formation  down  to  its  prefent 
flate. 

To  do  this  we  mufl  recall  to  mind  what  has  been 
before  infmuated,  that  the  fcite  of  Great  Yarmouth 
was  originally  a  fand  in  the  fea ;  that  fome  time  be- 
fore th^landing  of  Cerdick,  in  the  year  495,  it  began 

by 
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by  degrees  to  lift  its  head   above  water,  and  was  at 
length  out  of  the  reach  of  the  tides. 

At  this  time  the  fifhermen  of  the  Cinque-Ports, 
xvho  were  the  principal  fifhermen  of  the  kingdom, 
reforted  hither,  with  others  from  France,  Flanders, 
and  the  Netherlands,  annually,  from  about  Michael- 
mas to  Martinmas,  to  catch  herrings,  with  which  the 
fea  at  that  feafon  abounds.  The  inducements  for 
their  making  ufe  of  this  particular  fpot  were  many.  It 
was  a  place  newly  emerged,  as  it  were,  from  the  fea ; 
and  as  nobody  thought  it  worth  claiming,  it  was 
confequently  unoccupied ;  finding  it,  therefore;  fo 
convenient  a  fituation  both  for  the  landing  and  pre- 
paring the  fifli.  the  drying  of  their  nets,  and  the  en- 
joying of  a  temporary  refidence,  they  creeled  booths 
or  tents  to  fuit  their  prefent  occafions,  in  defending 
them  from  the  weather,  and  expofing  their  fiHi  to 
fale ;  whither  they  were  foon  relbrted  to  by  the  mer- 
chants of  London,  Norwich,  and  other  places,  and 
as  foon  as  their  bufmefs  was  done,  they  flruck  their 
tents  and  returned  to  their  feveral  habitations.  But 
finding  it  at  length  a  place  very  commodious  for  a 
Jonger  refidence  than  the  fifhing  feafon  required,  thev 
began  to  form  themfelves  into  focieties,  and  to  build 
houfes,  which,  in  procefs  of  time,  increafing  in 
number,  and  being  formed  into  regular  ftreets,  ac- 
quired a  refpedlable  afpecl,  and  grew  into  a  flourifh- 
ing  town.  Here,  then,  we  are  to  look  for  the  origin 
of  the  government  of  Yarmouth, 

As  the  herring  fifhery  had  drawn  hither  fuch  num- 
bers of  natives  and  foreigners,  for  the  purpofes  of 
catching  and  felling  of  fiih,  as  well  as  others  who 
carnc  to  purchafe,  and  all  limited,  by  the  nature  of 
things,  to  about  fix  weeks  time,  it- may  naturally  be 
iuppofed  the  concourfe  of  people  muft  have  been 
H  confiderabie. 


7g  HUNDREDOF 

eor.fderable.  Such  a  mixed  multitude,  too,  cou'Id 
not  be  fuppofed  to  preferve  any  order  or  regularity, 
without  forne  chief,  or  fuperintendant,  nor  would  it 
have  been  prudent  to  have  made  the  experiment. 
The  barons  of  the  Cinque-ports,  therefore,  wifely 
confidcring  thefe  circumfiances,  deputed  feveral  of- 
ficers, called  bailiffs,  to  fuperintend  and  govern  this 
fair  or  mart,  from  Michaelmas  to  Martinmas  day. 
In  thefe  bailiffs,  then,  we  arc  to  view  the  firft  ma- 
gi ftrates,  and  thence  derive  the  idea  of  the  firft  mode 
of  government  of  Yarmouth. 

The  precife  time  of  thefe  commifiioncd  officers 
being  firft  fent  to  their  temporary  government,  does 
not  appear;  but  it  is  generally  believed  to  have 
been  long  before  the  Conqueft:  for  it  is  certain, 
that,  as  foon  as  the  fifhery  was  fo  firmly  eftablifhed, 
and  the  fituation  found  to  be  fo  convenient  for  its 
feveral  purpofes,  as  to  induce  them  to  build  houfes, 
an  affociation  was  immediately  formed,  for  their 
mutual  defence  and  fupport,  and  a  burgh  founded 
in  confequence,  agreeable  to  the  cuftom  of  thofe 
days.  This  burgh  was  at  firft  governed  by  reves, 
then  by  provofts,  elecled  by  the  king,  afterwards  by 
bailiffs,  and  at  laft  by  mayors,  as  at  prefcnt ;  and 
was  fo  increafed  at  the  grand  furvey  of  the  Con- 
queror, 1086,  that  it  appears  then  to  have  contained 
fevcnty  Durgeffcs,  as  we  have  before  obferved. 

Hence  it  is  evident  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Cinque-ports  were  the  principal  founders  and  firft 
magiftrates  of  Yarmouth ;  and  it  appears  that  they 
continued  their  prerogative  during  the  annual  free- 
fair,  long  after  the  founding  of  the  burgh,  their  bai- 
liffs being  admitted  into  court,  to  hear  and  determine 
caufes,  in  conjunclion  with  the  magiflrates  of  Yar- 
rnouih* 

The 
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The  reafon  of  their  founding  a  burgh  here,  feems 
to  have  been  this  :  the  fituation  they  had  made  choice 
of,  though  convenient  for  the  purpofes  of  trade,  was 
too  much  expofed  to  the  depredations  of  pirates  and 
other  fiee-booters,  to  admit  of  certain  fecuiity  of 
their  property,  without  fome  kind  of  fortification 
which  the  word  burgh,  according  to  fir  Henry  Spel- 
man,  feems  to  imply ;  (for  he  fays)  Nujquam  occur  rit 
appellatio  BUR&I,  nihil  innuens  antiqui  muniminis,  fcc< 
"  Whenever  the  term  burgh  occurs,  it  fignifies  an 
ancient  fortrefs  ;  fuch  as  a  city,  cafile,  tower,  trench 
or  rampire  ;  but  moil  commonly,  as  we  apprehend  it, 
a  caftle,  town,  or  city."  And  it  is  mofl  probable 
that  Yarmouth  was  at  firft  fortified  with  a  trench, 
perhaps  with  a  wall,  as  the  old  luall  is  frequently 
mentioned  at  the  building  of  the  new  one,  and  is 
faid  to  have  furnifhed  part  of  the  materials  of  the 
new  wall. 

The  firft  buildings  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  on 
or  near  a  place  called  Fuller  s  Hill,  fo  called  from 
one  Fuller,  as  is  reported,  who  was  principally  con- 
cerned in  founding  them.  Thefe  buildings  after- 
wards extended  northerly,  for  the  convenience 
of  being  near  the  north  haven,  then  their  principal 
haven,  which  feems  to  account  for  bifliop  Herbert's 
having  built  the  chape}  fo  far  north  of  the  prefent 
town,  then  probably  the  moft  populous  part;  as  fir 
Henry  Spelman  fays,  Capellam  in  hac  anna  condidit, 
pro  falutc  animarum  illic  appdlcnlium  •  "  he  built  a 
chapel  on  this  fand,  for  the  falvation  of  fouls  arri- 
ving there.1'  But  about  the  Conqueft,  the  fouthern 
channel  becoming  the  principal,  the  town  began  to 
ftretch  to  the  fouth,  and  the  northern  buildings  were 
deferted,  and  fell  into  decay.  Bifhop  Herbert  then, 
being  enjoined  to  build  a  church  here,  and  confider- 
ing  the  eafe  and  advantage  of  the  inhabitants,  founded 
"  H  a  one 
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one  near  Fuller^  Hill,  which  lie  dedicated  to  St.  Ni- 
cholas, the  patron  of  fifhermen;  ecclffiam  perrillujlrcm 
({ays  fir  Henry  j  S.  JVicolao  dicatum,  pijcatorum  vero  di-> 
tatum  Mationibus  et  dotatum;  i.  e.  "  A  very  famous 
church,  dedicated  ro  St.  Nicholas,  enriched  and  en- 
dowed with  the  offerings  of  the  Fifhermen." 

However,  the  north  channel  being  at  laft  entirely 
flopped  up,  the  inhabitants  kept  building  fo  faft  to 
the  fouth,  that  had  not  the  town  been  walled  in, 
when  they  thought  proper  juft  to  include  the  church, 
it  is  more  than  probable  that  St.  Nicholas  church 
had  been  left  ftanding  alone,  as  well  as  the  chapel. 
But  to  return  to  the  raagiftrates. 

We  have  before  mentioned  the  government  of 
Yarmouth  by  rcves,  who  feem  to  have  been  only  a 
kind  of  vice-governors  ;  for  it  appears  that  the  kings- 
of  England  had  ufually  granted  this  burgh  to  fome 
earl,  who  constantly  deputed  a  reve,  or  portreve,  to 
collecl:  the  cuftoms,  determine  controverfies,  and  ad- 
minifler  juflice  to  the  burgefles,  agreeable  to  the 
cuflom  of  ancient  burghs.  But  thefe  reves,  from 
the  nature  of  their  office,  had  but  limited  preroga- 
tives in  comparifon  of  the  officers  appointed  imme- 
diately by  the  king.  The  firil  of  thefe  that  we  meet 
with,  ib  in  the  9th  of  Henry  I.  i  leg,  when,  on  ac- 
count of  the  vaft  increafe  of  the  inhabitants,  in  fifh- 
ermen, merchants,  and  traders,  as  well  from  Flan- 
ders and  Normandy,  as  from  many  parts  of  this 
kingdom,  that  king  was  pleafed  to  make  a  formal 
appointment  of  a  proper  magiflrate,  to  refide  in  and 
govern  the  town,  by  the  title  of  prapofitus,  as  they 
termed  him  in  Latin ;  k  prcvqft,  according  to  the 
Norman  dialecl,  at  that  time  much  ufed  ;  arid  called 
at  prelent,  from  the  latter  language,  the  provijl. 

The 
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The  office,  and  probably  the  refidence  of  this 
magiftrate,  was  in  or  near  die  Conge,  which  at  thaC 
time  was  the  principal  place  of  trade,  and  fo  conti- 
nued as  long  as  Grub's  haven  was  navigable  to  the 
fea.  And  the  key  oppofite  to  the  Conge,  fumetimes 
called  the  king's  Conge,  was  denominated  the  lord's 
Conge,  which  title  it  firft  acquired  when  the  burgh 
was  under  the  earl,  and  retained  it  for  many  centu- 
ries after. 

This  mode  of  government  continued  for  a  hun- 
dred years,  when  king  John,  amongft  other  towns 
incorporated  by  him,  granted  the  burgcfTes  a  charter 
in  his  oth  year  dated  at  Marlborough,  March  18, 
1208,  by  which  this  was  created  a  free  burgh,  and 
many  liberties  and  immunities  inverted  in  the  bur- 
geffes,  who  were  to  hold  the  town  in  fee-farm  for 
ever,  paying  to  him  and  his  heirs  an  annual  rent  of 
55!.  which  they  were  to  raife  by  the  cuftoms  arifmg 
out  of  the  port,  and  not  by  any  goods  fold  on  fliore, 
in  their  market,  as  appears  by  the  charter ;  the  original 
of  which  (in  Latin)  is  itill  preferred  in  the  Guildhall, 
and  is  for  the  mod  part  yet  legible. 

•  By  this  charter  the  town  was  flill  to  be  governed 
by  a  provoft,  chofen  by  themfelves  and  approved 
by  the  king,  and  fo  probably  continued  till  the  reign 
of  Henry  III.  in  whofe  56th  year,  1272,  we  find 
the  burgeffes  laid  before  that  king,  under  their  com- 
mon feal,  a  fet  of  articles,  or  bye-laws,  by  which 
they  folicited  to  be  governed,  and  which  he  confirmed 
by  his  letters  patent,  dated  Odlober  26,  in  the  faid 
year. 

By  thefe  articles  they  were   to  elecl:  for  their  firft 

magiftrates,    four  wife    men  of   the  town ;    or,    in 

Qtii<-'r  words,   four  bailiffs,    as  appears  by  the  6th 

H  3  article  -9 
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article  ;  though  it  is  certain  they  had  been  governed 
by  four  bailiffs,  before  the  faid  year,  as  may  be  feen 
in  die  lift  of  bailiffs. 

Thefe  four  wife  men,  or  bailiffs,  were  to  be  af- 
fifted  by  twenty-four  jurats  (called  afterwards  alder- 
men) as  is  fet  forth  in  the  8th  of  the  faid  articles. 

The  jurats,  or  aldermen,  were  annually  chofen 
by  the  commonalty,  and  the  bailiffs  were  elected  by 
the  jurats.  The  6th  article  fays  "  chofen  by  the 
town,"  which  means  no  other  than  the  jurats,  who 
were  indeed  the  town,  by  delegation  and  reprefenta- 
tion,  which  is  alfo  confirmee!  by  an  ordinance  of  the 
corporation,  made  in  the  i  oth  year  of  Richard  II. 
1387,  in  which  it  is  faid  "  that  the  feid  24  fhall  chofe 
the  officers  belongyng  to  the  feid  comonalte,  Sec.* 
Thefe  officers  were  the  bailiffs,  chamberlains,  church- 
wardens, &c. 

In  confequence  of  repeated  confirmations  of  the 
above-mentioned  articles,  under  the  great  feal  of 
England,  the  twenjty-  four  jurats,  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward I.  compiled  a  code  of  laws  and  cuftoms  of 
Yarmouth,  the  original  of  which  is  now  loft,  but  a 
tranflation  is  fliil  extant,  entitled, 


copp  of  tfje  oisc  fcofce  of  t&e 
iatog  anD  cuftome0  of  germoutf),  tranfiatcD 
cfct  of  JFrenf0f)  ann  OBnglifst),  ftp  Cfjomag 
13anparD,  ^tpfcmrti  tljet,  tbe  pear  of  our 
Lorn  <$on  ^CCCC%JH^31»  in  tjje  time 
of  Cbriflopjjer  2£op  anD 
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In  the  fame  year  (1491)  the  burgefles  firfl  made  an 
ordinance  to  prohibit  the  re-eleclion  of  the  fame  bai- 
liffs, without  an  intermediate  fpace  of  time  from 
their  laft  ferving  the  office,  to  their  being  again  eli- 
gible; as  the  electors  had  frequently,  before  this, 
cliofen  the  fame  gentlemen  for  two,  and  {ometimcS 
three  fuccedive  years.  But  by  the  gd  article  of  this. 
"  it  is  ordeynyd  and  eftablyfhed,  that  from  hens  for- 
ward he  that  is  balye  one  yeie  fhal  not  be  balye  tyl 
V  yer  aftyr  be  fully  ronne  and  complete," 

The  eledlion  of  four  bailiffs  ceafed  in  the  4th  of 
Henry  VI.  1426,  when  Robert  Elys  and  William 
Oxneye  were  elecled  the  two  bailiffs  for  the  year 
enfuing,  and  the  town  continued  under  the  govern- 
ment of  two  bailiffs,  twenty-four  aldermen,  and  forty- 
eight  common-council-meu  till  the  36^  year  of 
Charles  II.  1684. 

In  the  sdyear  of  Charles  I.  1626,  a  formal  com- 
plaint was  made,  at  a  corporation  aflembly,  holden 
the  lyth  of  July,  that  ieveral  of  their  fociety  had 
projected  a  fcheme  for  altering  the  mode  of  govern- 
ment, from  the  chufing  of  two  bailiffs  to  that  of  a 
tnayor,  &c.  But  on  a  motion  being  made,  the  ma- 
jority appeared  againft  the  intended  alteration,  and 
a  resolution  was  accordingly  agreed  to,  "  that  if  any- 
one of  that  fociety  fhould  for  the  future  prefume  to 
prefent  any  fuch  project,  or  have  any  hand  therein, 
he  fhould  be  immediately  difmiffed  out  of  the  (aid 
fociety,  as  one  adjudged  to  be  aa  unworthy  member 
thereof." 

This  occafioned  a  divifion  in  the  corporation,   and 
a  difmiffion  of  feveral  of  their  members.     Amongft 
thefe  was  Mr.  Jeffrey  Neve,  alderman,  who  was  ex- 
pelled at  a  full  affembly,  holden  the  22d  of  September, 
H  4  in 
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in  tfce  fame  year,  and  Thomas  Green  cliofen  in  his 
Head.  Which  being  reprcfented  to  the  king,  he  ad- 
clreifcd  his  letter  "  to  the  baiiiffs  and  aldermen," 
dated  July  12,  1627,  informing  them  that,  "Our 
will  and  pleafure  is  that  forthwith,  upon  the  receipt 
of  thefe  our  letters,  you  reftore  the  faid  Neve  unto 
his  former  place,  and  remove  that  pcrfon  fo  irregu- 
larly chofen  in  his  room,  8cc."  The  party,  therefore, 
that  efpoufed  the  propofed  alterations,  difmiffed  Green 
and  replaced  Neve ;  but  being  only  a  fmaller  part  of 
the  body,  this  was  not  efleemed  a  corporation  aft, 
$md  the  oppofite  party  flrongly  remonftrated  againft 
it ;  producing,  in  their  anfvver  to  the  king,  many  al- 
legations to  prove  the  rectitude  of  their  condudl,  in 
Neve's  difmifnon,  and  reprefenting  him  "  as  a  de- 
figning,  unprincipled,  litigious  perfon,  and  fo  pro- 
fligate a  fpendthrift,  that  he  had  brought  many  per- 
fons  to  poverty  and  ruin,  who  had  been  credulous 
enough  to  truft  him  ;"  foliciting,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  king  would  grant  a  re-examination  before 
"  fome  gentlemen  of  truft;"  for  that  the  cafe  of 
Neve  had  been  much  mifreprefented  to  him,  thro1 
ihe  impartiality  of  thofe  employed  in  laying  it  be- 
fore his  majefty,  who  only  examined  fuch  witneffes 
as  favoured  the  caufe  they  had  embarked  in. 

Thus  the  matter  was  laid  before  the  lords  of  the 
.privy-council,  who  referred  it  to  a  committee,  the  re- 
iult  of  whofe  enquiry,  and  re-examination  of  the 
premifes,  was  an  order  of  privy-council,  in  which 
their  lordfhips  leave  the  bufinefs  to  be  ordered  by  the 
town,  according  to  the  orders  and  conflitutions  of 
the  place.  Upon  which  the  difmiffion  of  Neve,  after 
fome  oppofition  from  his  party,  was  confirmed,  at 
an  affembiy  holden  February  29,  1628,  and  Green, 
of  confequence  was  declared  duly  elected. 

The 
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The  whole  of  this  bufmefs,  and  Mr.  Neve's  ex- 
pulfion,  appears  to  Have  originated  rather  on  account 
of  his  being  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  new  mode 
of  government,  than  from  any  demerit  of  his,  irk 
his  official  capacitv,  though  that  was  a  pretext  urged 
with  much  plaufibility. 

The  fcheme  of  chufmg  a  mayor,  Sec.  in  (lead  of 
two  bailiffs,  had  been  fome  time  in  agitation,  but 
the  party  that  favoured  it  had  not  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  bringing  it  to  maturity,  till  fome  time  after 
it  had  been  formally  complained  of  in  a  corporation 
afiembly,  as  before  mentioned ;  and  it  is  very  pro- 
bable that  the  rigorous  methods  purfued  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  corporation  againft  Mr.  Neve,  and  others 
of  that  party,  did  not  a  little  contribute  to  fpirit  them 
en  their  favourite  projecl,  which  had  fucceeded,  but 
for  the  violent  oppofition  of  the  other  party. 

.  In  the  4th  of  the  faid  king,  therefore  (1628)  at  an 
affembly  holden  the  ^oth  of  December,,  it  was 
"  Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Daffet  (being  a  freebur- 
gefs  of  this  burgh,  and  ftvorn  to  maintain  the  fran- 
chifes,  the  good  cuftoms,  ufages,  and  ordinances 
thereof)  fhall  within  five  days  now  next  enfuing, 
bring  and  deliver  unto  Mr.  bailiff  Buttolph,  a  true 
and  full  copy  of  the  petition  which  is  reported  he  ex- 
hibited unto  his  majefty,  againil  or  concerning  the 
town,  without  the  confent  of  this  houfe ;  which  if 
he  fhall  refufe  to  do  accordingly  (having  notice  given 
thereof)  it  is  thought  fit  that  all  fuch  as  be  of  this 
fociety,  and  have  fubfcribed  their  names  to  the  certi- 
ficate, which  is  faid  to  be  only  for  the  alteration  of 
the  manner  now,  and  time  out  of  mind,  ufed  in  the 
chufmg  of  bailiffs  for  this  burgh,  fliould  difclaim 
what  they  had  fo  done  and  fubfcribed  unto."  In- 
fiead  of  a  compliance  with  this  order;  Mr.  Daffet. 

and 
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and  others,  on  the  2-th  of  January  following,  pre- 
ferred a  complaint  to  the  king  of  the  diforderly  and 
fafHous  government  of  the  town,  which  his  majeuy 
referred  to  the  lords  of  his  council,  who  fent  a  letter 
to  Mr.  'bailiff  Cooper,  requiring  that  the  affembly 
books,  and  the  chamberlain's  books  fhould  be  fcnt 
up  to  them ;  which  letter,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
petition  and  complaint,  was  laid  before  a  public  af- 
fembly, holden  the  2d  of  February,  when  Mr.  bai- 
liff Cooper  demanding  the  delivery  of  the  {'aid  books, 
agreeable  to  the  requeft  of  the  lords,  they  were  ac- 
cordingly delivered  to  him,  and  by  him  and  Mr. 
Hardware,  were  taken  to  London,  they  having  pre- 
vioufly  procured  a  certificate  from  under  the  hands 
of  many  of  the  corporation,  by  means  of  which, 
they  artfully  intended  to  promote  their  main  purpofe, 
though  they  had  infinuated  that  their  intention  was 
only  to  procure  an  eflablifhed  fucceffion  of  the  fe- 
nior  aldermen  to  be  bailiffs,  when  in  fad  they  made 
it  the  foundation  of  their  petition  to  the  king  in  fa-* 
vour  of  their  grand  fcheme. 

The  corporation  having  information  of  this,  at  an 
affembly  holden  the  i8th  of  March  following,  or- 
dered that  "  Henry  Davy,  Thomas  Johnfon,  and 
Robert  Norgate,  or  any  of  them,  fhould  be  ap~ 
pointed  and  authorized  to  exhibit  a  petition,  in  the 
na'me  of  this  houfe,  to  the  right  honourable  the  lord 
keeper  of  the  great  feal  of  England,  or  any  other, 
ihewing  that  the  faid  Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Hardware 
had  not  any  authority  or  confent  from  this  houfe  to 
do  any  thing  wherein  they  have  intermeddled,  and 
that  the  town  do  utterly  difapprove  and  condemn 
all  their  proceedings.  And  alfo  to  petition  his  Ma- 
jefty,  if  need  require,  that  the  truth  to  his  majefly 
may  more  fully  appear;  and  alfo  to  fignify  to  the 
lord  keeper,  that  whereas  Mr.  Cooper  did  fend  up  a 

certificate 
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certificate  under  the  town  feal  of  admiralty,  which 
was  fhewed  in  chancery  againft  the  town,  that  it  was 
altogether  without  the  confent,  knowledge,,  or  ap- 
probation of  this  hoafe  (he  having  the  fole  cuftody 
of  that  leal,  and  only  uiecl  in  maritime  caufes,  and 
not  otherwife)  and  fo  abufcd  that  honourable  court, 
and  alfo  this  town,  &c." 

Upon  this  difpute  the  bailings,  aldermen,  bur- 
gcffcs,  and  commonalty  were  mbpcena'd,  in.  the 
penalty  of  1  ool.  each,  by  a  writ  of  Quo  Warrants 
brought  againft  the  town,  to  appear  in  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  or  in  the  Crown  Office,  to  make  an-> 
fwer  before  fir  Robert  Heaihe.  aitorney  general,  upon 
fuch  matters  as  he  Ihould  objeci  againft  them  on  his 
majefly's  behalf. 

Hence  an  order  was  made  to  depute  Mr.  bailiff 
Buttolph,  fir  Johrf  Wentwurth,  Miles  Corbet,  efq.. 
and  alderman  Johnfon,  or  either  of  them,  to  appear 
and  defend  the  town,  by  every  eligible  means.  And 
on  the  25th  of  May  following  Mr.  Buttolph  made 
his  report  concerning  the  obftacles  that  had  been 
thrown  in  his  way,  on  his  appearance  to  an  fwer  the 
laid  writ.  The  fubftance  of  which  was,  that  Mr. 
Cooper  and  Mr.  Daffet  having  made  a  formal  ac- 
knowledgement of  the  forfeiture  of  the  town's  char- 
ters, and  fubmitting,  in  the  name  of  the  town,  to 
the  king's  mercy,  the  king's  attorney  had  demanded 
the  feizure  of  the  charters,  and  for  want  of  authority, 
under  the  town's  feal,  no  attorney  of  the  Crown- 
office  dared  appear  for  the  town ;  but  that  on  con- 
fulting  council,  it  was  found  that  a  warrant  under 
the  palfport  feal  was  iufficient  authority,  and  that  the 
delivering  up  of  the  charters  had  been  refufed,  and  a 
day  n\ed  on  for  the  town  to  give  in  their  anfwer. 
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A  fubfcription  was  now  fet  on  foot,  in  the  town, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  caufe,  and  the  defence  of  their 
charters.  And  on  the  iith  of  June,  Mr.  George 
Hardware,  alderman,  was  disfranchifed  and  deprived 
of  his  office,  for  iupporting  the  new  form  of  go- 
vernment, "  as  an  enemy  to  the  public  good  of  the 
town,  and  tending  to  the  feizure  of  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  cuftoms,  liberties,  and  charters  of  the 
town,"  and  Mr.  Thomas  Crane  was  ele&ed  in  his 
ftead. 

As  this  difpute  was  flill  depending,  and  the  time  of 
electing  new  bailiffs  drew  near,  the  king,  by  his  let- 
ter dated  the  loth  of  July,  1629,  interfered  in  their 
choice,  and  forbad  any  election  of  bailiffs  for  the 
next  year ;  but,  of  eight  aldermen  named  by  the 
town,  he  would  recommend  two  to  be  bailiffs  for  the 
year  ehfuing,  "  or  until,  for  the  better  government 
of  the  town,  we  fhall  otherwife  order  the  fame." 

July  29,  the  lords  of  council  did  finally  order, 
•*  that  whereas  George  Hardware  had  been  disfran- 
chifed,  he  fhall  be  forthwith  reftorcd,  and  redinti- 
grated,  and  be  every  way,  in  regard  of  his  place, 
Jlatu  qnoprius"  And  likewife  that  all  parties  "  fhall 
from  henceforth  forbear  all  traducing,  reproaching, 
and  factious  proceedings,  and  live  together  quietly 
.and  peaceably,  attending  the  iffue  of  that  courfe 
which  his  majefty  hath  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
appoint  for  the  redrefs  of  the  aforefaid  diforders." 

His  majefty's  letter  of  Auguft  23,  points  out  fhe 
two  aldermen  to  be  elecled  bailiffs,  "Thomas  Me- 
dowe  and  Robert  Norgate,  of  whofe  ability  we  are 
well  informed,  &c." 

la 
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In  confequence  of  thcfc  letters,  the  corporation 
thought  proper  to  reftore  Mr.  Hardware,  and  to 
cleft  the  two  aldermen  for  bailiffs  recommended  by 
his  majefty,  though  one  of  them  (Mr.  Norgate)  was 
then  ineligible  on  account  of  his  having  ferved  the 
office  in  1625,  when  there  had  been  a  {landing  or- 
der of  the  corporation,  for  many  years  pafl,  that 
there  fhould  be  eight  years  between  any  perfon's 
going  out  of  that  office  and  the  time  of  his  being 
"again  eligible.  This  order,  however,  as  well  as  the 
privilege  of  choice  in  the  election  of  bailiffs,  the 
corporation  ordered  to  be  Jufanded  for  one  year, 
riot  daring  to  contend  with  fo  powerful  an  adverfary 
as  the  king.  They  nevertheleis  petitioned  the  privy- 
council,  on  the  behalf  of  Mr.  Crane,  (elected  al- 
derman on  Mr.  Hardware's  drfmiffion,  and  difplaced 
on  his  reftoration)  who,  on  confidering  the  matter, 
permitted  the  corporation  "  that  the  faid  Thomas 
Crane  (notwithstanding  his  difmiflion  from  the  place 
of  alderman)  may  continue  and  fit  in  his  feat  in  the 
church,  and  be  rcftored  to  the  next  place  of  alder- 
man when  it  Hull  become  vacant." 

Thus  the  matter  refted  till  the  corporation  elecled, 
November  30,  1629,  the  earl  of  Dorfet,  then  one 
of  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  to  be  High  Stew- 
ard of  Yarmouth,  who  being  much  pleafed  with  the 
office,  and  writhing  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the 
leading  people,  did  all  in  his  power  to  fet  this  affair 
of  the  projected  change  of  government  in  a  clear 
light,  which  had  hitherto  been  artfully  conducted  by 
its  abettors,  and  which,  by  his  means,  was  after- 
wards laid  open  to  the  town. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Cooper  and  his  aflbciates  had 
fo  far  fucceeded  in  their  plan,  that  in  the  beginning  of 
the  next  year,,  1630,  the  charter  was  drawn  up  and 

lay 
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lay  ready  for  paffing  the  great  feal,  which  occafioned 
Mr.  Buttolph,  in  the  town's  name,  to  prefer  a  pstr- 
tion  to  lord  Dorfet.  another  to  the  keeper  of  the 
great  feal,  and  another  to  the  king,  praying  to  poft- 
pone  the  paffing  of  the  faid  charter,  which  they  ob- 
tained, and  the  king  referred  the  matter  to  the  en- 
quiry of  the  lord  keeper,  the  lord  trcafurer,  lord 
Dorfet,  vifcount  Dorchefter,  and  the  bifhop  of  Lon- 
don, to  (hew  the  reafons  for  the  propofed  alteration, 
and  their  authority  for  foliciting  it.  The  refult  of 
this  enquiry  was,  that  the  attorney  general  had  drawn 
up  the  charter  t  at  the  inftance  of  Mr.  Cooper,  but 
it  appearing  contrary  to  the  fcntiments  of  the  majo- 
rity of  the  body  corporate,  it  was  let  afide ;  and  the 
corporation,  to  punifli  Mr.  Cooper  for  his  oppofition, 
difmiffed  him  from  their  body  ;  but  on  his  repreien> 
tation  of  it  to  th.^  privy  council,  they  were  commanded 
to  reftore  him,  and  received  a  fevere  reprimand  for 
their  conducl. 

This  the  town  endeavoured  to  evade,  but  to  na 
purpofe,  and  they  were  at  length  obliged  to  reftore 
him. 

Thus  ended  the  contefl  in  which  the  town  was 
then,  and  had  been  for  fome  time,  torn  to  pieces  by 
the  violence  of  the  two  parties ;  and  though  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  Quo  Warranto  and  the  new  charter 
continued  fome  years  after  this,  the  oppofing  party  at 
la  ft  got  the  better,  and  prefer  ved  their  ancient  form 
of  government. 

This 

t  By  this  new  charter  it  was  intended  that  there  fhould  be  & 
mayor,  a  recorder,  twelve  aldermen,  and  twenty-four  common 
cnuneil-men  ;  a  fword-bearer  and  t\vo  ferjeants  at  mace, 
before  tiie  mayor,  and  other  officers  as  before. 
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This,  however,  did  not  continue  above  fifty  years, 
for  Charles  II.  in  his  36th  year,  1684,  granted  them 
a  new  charter,  and  incorporated  them  by  the  name 
of  "  the  mayor,  aldermen,  burgeffes,  and  commop- 
alty  of  the  burgh  of  Great  Yarmouth,"  being  mo- 
delled nearly  upon  the  plan  of  that  contended  for  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  I.  and  it  was  to  confift  of  a 
mayor,  eighteen  aldermen,  and  thirty-fix  common- 
council-men;  but  this  mode  continued  a  rery  fhort 
time,  the  ancient  form  of  government  being  reftored 
four  years  after,  by  a  general  proclamation  of  James 
II.  1688. 

But  as  foon  as  queen  Anne  came  to  the  crown, 
the  corporation  was  as  anxious  to  change  their  bai- 
liffs, for  a  mayor,  &c.  as  they  had  been  before  violent 
in  oppofmg  it.  Upon  which  they  came  to  a  refo- 
lution  to  prefent  a  petition  to  the  queen  for  a  new 
charter,  "  for  a  mayor,  eighteen  aldermen,  and 
thirty-fix  common  council-men,1'  and  a  confirmation 
of  all  their  ancient  rights  and  privileges. 

Upon  the  reception  of  this  petition,  the  queen 
refined  the  matter,  by  an  order  of  council,  dated  at 
St.  James's,  December  3,  1702,  to  the  attorney  ge- 
neral, and  folicitor-general,  to  examine  the  matter 
of  the  faid  petition,  and  to  report  to  the  council  the 
refult  of  their  examination,  together  with  their  opU 
nion  thereon. 

Accordingly  the  committee  attended  the  attorney 
and  folicitor-general,  who,  on  a  due  reprefentatioa 
of  the  matter,  agreed  that  a  new  charter  fhould  be 
made  out,  upon  certain  heads,  the  propriety  of 
which  being  admitted  by  the  faid  committee,  they 
were  formally  fettled,  and  produced  the  new  charter, 
dated  at  YVeftminftcr,  Alarch,  11,  1703,  which,  as 
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it  eftablifhed  the  form  of  government  at  this  time 
exifting,  we  are  defirous  of  giving  to  our  readers  at 
Jarge,  but  that  it  contains  only  a  confirmation  of 
the  charters  graried  by  Henry  VII.  May  16,  1494  ; 
by  Elizabeth  May  26,  1559;  by  Charles  II.  Jan.  8, 
1663,  and  Feb.  10,  1668;  and  appointing  Benjamin 
Engle,  efq.  "  the  firft  and  modern  mayor  ;"  Francis. 
Long,  efq.  fub-fleward :  Benjamin  England,  Peter 
Caulier,  Samuel  Fuller,  Nathaniel  Symonds,  Tho- 
mas Godfrey,  Anthony  Ellis,  feriior,  and  Gabriel 
Ward,  efqrs.  juflices  of  the  peace. 

"  And  further  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for 
"  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do  confirm  and  con- 
41  flitute,  all  and  finguiar  the  modern  officers,  and 
"  miniflers  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  in  their  refpeclive 
Ci  offices  (the  aforefaid  late  bailiffs  and  juilices  of 
"  our  peace  exceptedj  to  be  continued  in  the  fame 
"  offices,  according  to  the  ufe  and  cuflotn  of  the 
•'  burgh  aforefaid,  and  in  as  ample  a  manner  and 
"  form,  as  if  they  in  thefe  prefents,  by  their  refpec- 
*'  tive  proper  names,  had  been  nominated,  confli- 
••  tuted  and  confirmed." 

And,  "  do  grant  that  it  may  and  fhall  be  lawful 
"  for  every  mayor  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  for  the 
"  time  being,  to  elect  and  take  to  himfelf,  from  time 
"  to  time,  one  officer,  who  fhall  be,  and  fhall  be 
•'  called  Enjifer,  in  Englifh,  the  fvvord- bearer,  of 
"  the  burgh  aforefaid,  which  faid  office  called  the 
"  IWord-bearer,  one  fword  in  a  fcabbard  every 
*'  where  within  the  burgh  aforefaid,  the  liberties 
"  arid  precincls  thereof,  before  the  mayor  of  the 
*'  burgh  aforefaid,  or  his  deputy  for  the  time  being, 
"  fhall  carry  and  bear,  and  may  and  can  carry  and 
*4  bear,  and  fhali  continue  in  his  office  aforefaid, 

during 
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"  during  the  good  pleafure  of  the  mayor  of  the 

"  burgh  aforefaid,  for  the  time  being. 

"  Moreover,  we  have  given  and  granted,  con- 
"  firmed  and  ratified,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us, 
"  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  give,  grant,  confirm 
"  and  ratify,  to  the  dforefaid  mayor,  aldermen, 
"  burgcfies  and  commonalty  of  the  burgh  aforefaid, 
"  and  their  fucceffors,  all  and  fingular  fo  many,  fo 
"  great,  fuch,  the  fame,  fuch  like,  and  the  very 
"  like  courts  of  record,  and  other  courts,  jurifdic^ 
"  tions,  lands,  tenements,  meffuages,  cfcheats, 
"  goods  and  chattels,  deodands,  treafure-trove, 
"  wrecks  of  the  lea,  flotfon,  jetfon,  legan,  liberties, 
"  privileges,  franchifes,  quittances,  powers,  autho- 
"  rities,  immunities,  cuftoms,  conftitiltions,  court- 
"  leets,  views  of  frank-pledge,  fines,  iffues,  amer- 
"  ciaments,  recognizances,  cuftom,  murage,  tron- 
"  age,  meafureage,  groundage,  faccage,  anchorage, 
"  pierage,  keyage,  pilotage,  drjage,  ballaftage, 
"  profits,  commodities,  emoluments,  forfeitures, 
"  fairs,  markets,  exemptions,  rights  and  liberties, 
*'  by  land,  fea,  ports,  and  frefh  rivers,  approve- 
"  ments,  goods,  chattels,  things,  hereditaments, 
"  reverfions,  remainders,  interefts,  and  demands, 
"  whatfoever,  as  and  which  the  bailiffs,  aldermen, 
V  burgeffes  and  commonalty  of  the  burgh  afore- 
"  faid,  lately  lawfully  had,  held,  ufed  and  enjoy- 
"  ed,  or  which  any  of  them,  or  their  predeceffors, 
"  by  whatfoever  name  or  names,  or  by  whatfoever 
"  incorporation,  or  by  the  pretext  of  what  incorpo- 
"  ration  foever,  before  this  time,  have  lawfully  had, 
"  ufcd,  or  enjoyed,  or  ought  to  ha\-e,  hold,  ufe, 
"  or  enjoy,  by  reafon  or  pretext  of  any  charters,  or 
"  letters  patent,  by  any  of  our  progenitors  or  ancef- 
"  tors,  late  kings  or  queens  of  England,  by  what 
•'  lawful  mcani  foever,  before  this  time  granted, 
I  made, 
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"  made,  or  confirmed,  or  by  what  other  lawful 
"  means,  right,  title,  ufe,  cuftom,  or  prefcription 
"  foever  heretofore  ufed,  had,  or  accullomed,  and 
"  which,  in  or  by  thefe  prefents,  are  not  altered 
"  or  changed,  to  have,  hold  and  enjoy,  to  the  afore- 
"  faid  mayor,  aldermen,  burgefles  and  commonalty 
"  of  the  burgh  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffors  FOR 

"    EVER/' 

N.  B.  The  fine  of  our  lady  the  queen,  in  her 
lianaper  to  be  paid,  is  taxed  at  ten  marks  flerling. 

By  this  charter,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  the 
town  received  its  prefent  form  of  government,  the 
expences  in  procuring  which  amounted  to  four  hun- 
dred and  twelve  pounds,  nine  {hillings  and  ten- 
pence  ;  and  of  the  a£l  for  confirming  the  town's 
rights  and  privileges  to  ninety-four  pounds,  thirteen 
{hillings  and  eight-pence.  In  all  507!.  35.  £d. 

We  (hall  conclude  this  chapter  with  an  authentic 
lift  of  the  mayors  of  Yarmouth,  from  the  361!!  of 
Charles  II.  1684,  to  the  prefent  year,  1779.  * 

*  Mr.  Parkin,  continuator  of  Blomefield's  "  Ess  AY  to-wardt 
a  Hijiory  of  Norfolk,"  has  given  us  a  lift  of  the  bailiffs,  &c. 
from  the  53d  of  Henry  III.  anno  1269,  to  1775  ;  and  Mr. 
S'.vinden,  the  laborious  author  of  a  "  Htftory  of  Yarmouth," 
from  the  fame  early  period  to  1771;  but  we  purpofely  omit 
them  as  tedious  and  uniaterefting,  till  the  361!!  of  Charles  IL 
1684, 
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MAYORS  of  GREAT  YARMOUTH. 

CHARLES    II. 

A  Mayor  by  charter,  inflead  of  two  Bailiffs. 

A.D.  A.  R. 

1684.     36     Sir  Thomas  Medowe,  knight 

J  A  M  E  S    II.     Mayors  continued. 

1685  1  Thomas  Bradford 

1686  2  Samuel  Fenn 

1687  3  Mitchell  Mew 

1688  4  John  Albertfon,  cfqrs. 

Bailiffs  again  by  general  proclamation. 

To  November  8,   1688     George  Ward,    Tho.  Gop- 

frey,  efqrs.  thence 
To  September  29,   1689     Benjamin  England,    Joh'n 

Gay  ford,  cfqrs. 

WILLIAM    and    MARY. 

1689  l  Thomas  England,  Gabriel  Ward 

1690  2  John  Andrews,  Anthony  Ellys 

1691  3  Richard  Ferrier,  Robert  Bernard 

1692  4  John  Robins,  Thomas  Lovell 

1693  5  Nathaniel  Symonds,  Benjamin  Engle 

1694  6  Jofeph  Cotrnan,  John  Carlowe 

1695  7  Anthony  Elys,  jun.  Geo.  Spill-man,  jun. 

1696  8  Thomas  Godfrey,   Richard  Kerrier 

1697  9  Benjamin  England,  Thomas  Artis 

1698  lo     Samuel  Fuller,  John  Spurgcon 

1699  11      Anthony  Elys,  William  Spooner 

1700  12     Gabriel  Ward,  James  Artis 

I   a  William 
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1701  13     William  Brown,  Henry  Barrett,  efqrs. 

Queen     ANNE. 

1702  i     Benjamin  Engle,  John  Davifon,  efqrs. 

Mayors  again,  by  charter. 

Benj.  Engle,  efq.  this  year  to  Sept.  29. 

1703  2     Benjamin  England 
r7°4       3    Jofeph  Cotman 

1705  4  Anthony  Elys,  jun. 

1706  5  Richard  Ferrier 

1707  6  Samuel  Fuller 

1708  7  Anthony  Elys 

1709  8  William  Browne 
3710  •  9  James  Artis 

1711  10     Henry  Borrett,  and  on  his  death  Samuel 

Wakeman 

1712  11     John  Spurgeon 

1713  12     William  Spooner,  efqrs. 

GEORGE    I. 

1714  i  Andrew  Bracey 

1715  2  George  England 

1716  3  John  Ireland 

1717  4  Thomas  le  Grice 

1718  5  Jonathan  Pue 

1719  6  Anthony  Elys 
3720  7  Richard  Ferrier 

1721  8     Chriftopher  Brightin 

1722  9     William  Pacey 
1 7  23     I  o    John  Pearfon 

1724  11     Richard  Ferrier,  jun. 

1725  12     Henry  Lombe 

1726  13     Nathaniel  Sym.on.ds,  efqrs. 

GEORGE 
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GEORGE     II. 

A.  D.  A.  R, 

1727  i     Samuel  Artis 

1728  2     George  Ward 

1729  3     Robert  Ward 
1 73°       4     Jonn  Bird 

1731  5     Anthony  Taylor 

1732  6     Thomas  Cooke 
J733       7     William  Brown 
1734       8     Barry  Love 

!735       9     Samuel  Wakeman 

1736  10     John  Parfon 

1 757  1 j     Thomas  Milles 

1738  12     Thomas  Horfley 

1739  13     Thomas  Ellys 

1740  14     Chrift.  Bernard,  and  on  his  death 

George  Ward 

1741  15     William  Harmer 

1742  16    John  Cotman 
3  7  43  J7     Jofeph  Neech 

1744  18     William  Browne,  fen. 

1 745  1 9    Jofeph  Cotman 

1746  20     Samuel  Killett 

1747  21     Thomas  Martin 

1748  22     William  Browne 

1 749  23     Robert  Abbon 

1750  24     Robert  Ferrier 
*75X  25    James  Ward 

1752  26     Chrift.  Taylor,  and  on  his  death 

Giles  Wakeman 

1753  27     William  Butcher 

1754  28     Richard  Baker 
J755  29    John  Cotman 
!75^  3°     William  Brownfc 

J757  31     Jofeph  Cotman  ... 

1 758  32    Giles  Wakeman 

I  3  Jofeph 
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A.  ft.  A.  R. 

1 7  5  9     33  Jofcph  Cotraan 

1760  54  John  Ramey,  efqrs. 

GEORGE     III. 

1761  1  Thomas  Mania 

1762  2  John  Barnby 

1763  3  John  Goflin  Love 

1764  4  Richard  Moyfe 
*7&5  5  John  Norfor 

1766  6  William  Fiflier 

1767  7  John  Fiftier 

1768  8  Robert  Lancafter 

1 769  g  Richard  Baker 

1770  10  Colman  Manclaikc 
1  7.7 1  11  Anthony  Taylor 
1772  12  Henry  Gooch 
J773  '3  J°hn  Ramey 
J774  14  James  FiOier 

1775  15  William  Taylor 

1776  16  Thomas  Pitt 

1777  17  Naihanicl  Syraonds 

1778  18  John  Ramey 

*779  J9  Jame&  Turner,  efqrs. 


Representatives  it*  Parliament  Jincc  tlit  -(tk  of  George  I. 

.  Hoc.  Chaiks  Tcwnlhend  and  the  Hon. 
Horatio  Wajpole. 
1727     His   Excell^ocy  Horatio  Walpole  and  the 

Hon.  William  TownQiend. 
1734     The  Hon.  Wqpw  Townfhend  and  the  Hon. 

Edwaid  Walpole. 

1754     The  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Walpole,  K.  B.    and 
the  Hon.  £kailes  Towndcnd. 

1756 
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1756  Charles  Townfhend,  of  Honingham,  efq.  in 
the  room  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Townfhend. 

^761  The  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Walpole,  K.  B.  and 
Charles.  Townfhend,  efq. 

1768  Charles  Townfhend,  efq.  and  the  Hon.  Ri- 
chard Walpole. 

1774  The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Townfhend  and  the 
Hon.  Richard  Walpole. 


Certain  ancient  Ufages  and  Cujloms  of  the  Burgh  of 
Yarmouth,  obfcrved  and  kept  by  the  BurgeJJes  Time 
immemorial. 

THE  following  articles  are  fully  exemplified  in 
the  ancient  records  of  the  burgh,  which  appear  to 
be  founded  on  the  particular  grants  to,  and  privileges 
of  the  burgeffes,  who  are  ftriclly  enjoined  to  as  in- 
violable an  obfervance  of  them,  in  every  refpeft,  as 
of  any  of  the  articles  of  their  charteis,  without  con- 
nivance or  partiality  to  any  perfon  whatfo&ver. 

Article  I.  Deeds  enrolled  in  the  court-^oll  of  the 
burgh,  to  be  valid,  the  fame  as  if  enrolled  in  any 
of  the  kings  courts  at  Weftminfler. 

II.  Examination  of  married  women,  before  one 
or  both  bailiffs,  upon  transferring  their  right. 

III.  Releafes  enrolled  debar  the  releafor. 

IV.  A  woman's  releafe  of  dower,  &c.  enrolled, 
debars  her  for  ever. 

V.  A  wife  to  have  her  thkds,  enfeoffed  in  houfes, 
Sec,  by  her  hu(band,  if  not  releafcd, 

I  4  VI.  A 
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VI.  A  will  enrolled  within  a  year  and  a  day  is 
a  good  title  to  all  the  claimants,  the  widow  having 
her  dower. 

VII.  Eldeft  fon  to  be  heir,  or  daughters  co-heirs, 
if  no  fon. 

VIII.  A  woman  may  fue  for  dower  in  the  burgh 
court. 

IX.  Burgh  court  to  be  kept  once  a  week,  and 
adjourned  at  the  bailiffs  will. 

X.  The  bailiffs  in  court  may  take  recognizances 
for  debt  from  one  perfon  to  another. 

.»  XI.     Upon  aclion  for  debt,  judgment   to  be  for 
the  debt  only,  and   i  sd.  per  pound  to  the  town, 

XII.  Of  the  Foreign  court. 

XIII.  Of  the  declaration,  condemnation,  appraife- 
rncnt,  difpofal,  Sec.  of  goods  attached. 

XIV.  Strangers  being  matters  or  owners  of  vef- 
fels  trading  here,  if  they  contract  a  debt  with  a  townf- 
rnan,  and  it  be  not  discharged  on  the  bailiffs  applica- 
tion to  the  magiflrates  of  the  place  where  the  veflel 
belongs,  the  next  veffel  from  thence  may  be  feized. 

XV.  For  making  and  revoking  bye-laws,  ordi- 
nances,  &c.  and  for  the  obfervance   and  penalties 
for  non-obfervance  thereof.     Alfo  what  conftitutes  a 
common-council  and  aflembly, 

On  thefe  articles  we  fhall  only  remark,  that  the- 
is  the  only  one  which  has  entirely  grown  into 

difufe 


EAST    FLEGG.  101 

difufe.  The  cuflom  there  claimed  is  certainly  very 
extraordinary,  and  fubjecl  to  many  objections,  wit^i 
refpecl  to  the  eligibility  of  fuch  foreign  claims,  and 
the  difficulties  the  town  might  pombly  have  been 
embroiled  in  by  fuch  as  might  be  refraclory,  and  rc- 
fufe  an  implicit  obedience  to  their  privilege,  which 
on  a  deliberate  view,  feems  to  be  not  altogether  un- 
nccelTary  to  its  being  enforced,  in  fome  circumftances. 
However  the  burgcffes  found  their  end  in  it,  and  did 
frequently  put  it  in  execution,  as  appears  by  the 
court  rolls. — In  the  reigns  of  Edward  I.  Edward  II. 
and  Edward  III.  Sec.  we  find  it  in  ufe. 

An  inftance  of  the  execution  of  this  article,  we. 
find  in  a  memorandum  in  the  isth  of  Edward  I. 
1284. 

'*  John  Gerberge  caufed  to  be  arrefted  the  men  of 
OJtend,  for  a  default  of  juflice  in  thofe  parts,  for  a 
debt  of  4!.  is. 

A  fimilar  ufe  of  this  prerogative  was  attempted  to 
be  made  in  the  2yth  of  the  faid  king,  1299,  by  au- 
thority of  the  king's  writ,  in  a  matter  in  which  the 
burgeffes  of  Yarmouth  were  not  in  any  wife  con- 
cerned ;  and  its  failure  was  only  owing  to  the  irregu- 
larity of  the  proceedings,  as  will  appear  in  the  lub- 
fequent  relation. 

During  the  time  the  king  was  in  Flanders,  one  of 
his  fervants,  named  Nicholas  de  Montpeliers,  had 
his  fhip  robbed  and  carried  off  by  four  Zealanders, 
with  fome  other  unknown  accomplices,  which  being 
laid  before  the  king,  this  extraordinary  mode  of  re- 
flitution  or  fatisfaclion  by  reprifal,  was  recommended 
to  be  adopted  by  his  writ ;  upon  receipt  of  which, 
twelve  J^calonders.  then  at  Yarmouth  fair,  were  arrefted 

and 
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and  committed  to  prifon,  though  none  of  them  were 
actually  concerned,  or  had  any  intereft  in  the  faid 
robbcrv,  or  connection  with  the  robbers. 

Upon  the  trial  the  defendants  were  acquitted,  on 
account  of  the  irregularity  of  the  proceeding,  in  not 
having  firft  applied  for  redrefs  to  the  "  magiftratss ' 
or  head  officers  of  the  place,  &c."  where  the  Zea- 
landers  belonged, 

Of  thcfcven  Havens  of  Yarmouth. 

THOUGH  we  meet  with  no  records  prior  to  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.  that  can  lead  us  to  afcertain- 
che  many  and  great  difficulties  and  expences  attend- 
ing the  haven  of  Yarmouth,  yet,  from  the  nature 
of  the  thing  itfelf,  as  it  has  fince  appeared,  it  is  a. 
very  reafonable  conjecture  that  the  burgefTes  had  fre- 
quently to  encounter  with  them,  even  from  the  firfl 
foundation  of  the  town. 

In  the  soth  of  that  king,  1340,  however,  we  find 
the  bailiffs,  burgefles,  and  other  inhabitants  of  Yar- 
mouth, prefenting  a  petition  to  the  king,  for  liberty 
to  cut  a  haven  nearer  to  the  town  than  their  then 
channel,  on  a  fuppofition  that  it  would  be  more  ad- 
vantageous to  the  navigation  in  and  out,  and  lefs 
liable  to  many  inconveniences  they  had  fo  lately  ex-' 
perienced.  For  it  appears  that  the  north  channel, 
called  Grub's  haven,  between  Yarmouth  and  Caftor, 
had  been  fo  filled  up,  that  it  was  rendefed  unnaviga- 
ble,  and  the  rivers,  for  want  of  fufficient  paffage  for 
their  difemboguement  into  the  fea,  by  this  channel, 
had  neceffarily  diverted  their  courfe  to  the  fouth ;  an 
event,  however,  of  no  fmall  importance  to  the 
landed  intereft,  which,  by  this  diverlion  of  the  chan- 
cel, had  gained  many  thoufand  acres  of  meadow' 

and 
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and  marfh  land,  which  had  before  been  conflamly 
overflowed  by  the  lea,  but  which,  in  a  fhort  time 
after  this,  became  good  paQurage  for  cattle,  and  are 
Of  very  great  value  to  the  proprietors  at  this  day. 
A  very  different  confequence  was  felt  by  the  naviga- 
tion; for  the  channel  kept  flill  fhifting  to  the  iouth, 
till  it  had  got  nearly  four  miles  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  prefent  haven,  between  Gorton-  and  Loweftoft, 
and  having  by  the  united  obflruciions  of  wind  and 
fea  formed  in  itfelf  many  fhelves  and  fand-banks, 
navigation  was  in  danger  of  being  at  a  ftand,  as 
few  (hips  of  burthen  could  enter  in,  or  go  out 
with  fafety.. 

This  appears  ta  be  the  flute  of  the  haven,  wherr 
the  inhabitants  presented  their  petition  to  the  king,; 
who  immediately  granted  their  requefl.  "  To  the 
"  charge  whereof,  fays  Mr.  Manfhip,  the  king  him- 
"•  felf  was  very  beneficial,  in  regard  that  in  the  141!! 
"  year  of  his  reign,  at  Sluys  in  Flanders,  commonly 
"  called  the  battle  of  Swine,  the  townfmen  of  Yar- 
"  mouth  did  him  mofl  worthy  feivice."  This  wor- 
thy fervice  \vas  indeed  confiderable,  there  being  not 
kfs  than  fifty-two  (hips  that  year  in  the  king's 
navy. 

The  new  haven,  thus  obtained,  was  at  befl  but  a 
temporary  relief ;  for  notwithstanding  the  very  great1 
expence  it  was  to  the  inhabitants  to  keep  it  in  order, 
we  find  that  in  the  46th  of  Edward  .  III.*  1372,  a. 
term  of  only  twenty-fix  years,  it  was  fo  blocked  up 
with  fand  and  gravel,  that  no  fhips  could  enter  it,  fo- 
that  they  were  under  the  neceffity  of  unlading  their- 
goods  in  the  road  adjoining,  called  Kirkley-Road, 
or  very  near  the  mouth  of  the  haven,  which  being 
reprefented  to  the  king,  he  was  pleafed  to  unite 
Kirkley-Road  to  the  town  aud  gort  of  Yarmouth 

(after 
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(after  a  fuitof  fix  years  continuance,  and  great  oppo- 
fition  to  the  contrary)  on  paying  him  and  his  fuccef- 
fors  loos,  per  ann.  and  to  grant  to  the  burgefTes  full 
power  to  receive  the  like  dudes  there,  as  at  the  port 
of  Yarmouth  for  ever. 

The  caufe  of  this  oppofition  to  the  union  of 
Kirkley-RoLd,  was  on  account  of  the  great  advan- 
tages that  attended  the  unlading  the  fhips  there,  to 
Loweftoft  and  other  neighbouring  towns  ;  the  owners 
of  the  fhips  refuting  to  pay  the  ancient  cufloms  due 
to  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  which  occafioned  the  bur- 
gefles  to  apply  to  the  king,  who  thereupon  granted 
a  writ  of  ad  quod  dampnurn,  in  his  44th  year,  1370, 
directed  to  the  efcheator  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and 
two  inquifitions  were  accordingly  taken,  and  on  Aug. 
22,  1372,  a  charter  was  granted  for  uniting  Kirkley- 
Road  to  the  liberties  of  Yarmouth  ;  which  power  the 
burgefles  have  continued  to  enjoy  ever  fmce,  not- 
withftanding  the  many  efforts  made  by  Lowefloft  to 
wreft  it  from  them. 

The  recom pence  made  to  Yarmouth  by  this  char- 
ter, does  not  appear  to  have  been  long  thought  ade- 
quate to  the  lofs  of  the  navigation  in  their  filled  ha- 
ven ;  for  n.ot  more  than  twenty  years  after,  in  the 
1 6th 'of  Richard  II.  1393,  the  burgefles  again  pe- 
titioned the  king  for  pcrmiflion  to  make  a  fecond 
haven,  flill  nearer  to  Yarmouth,  oppofite  the  Horfe 
Ferry ;  which,  by  the  old  trench,  appears  to  have 
been  in  a  line  from  the  north  end  of  Gorlefton,  or 
South  Town,  over  the  Danes,  the  place  where  the 
foot  ferry,  called  South  Ferry,  now  is. 

This  petition  was  likewife  granted  them,  as  appears 
by  the  fubfequent  charter  of  that  king,  dated  at 
Wtftminfter,  May  14. 

Towards 
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Towards  defraying  the  expences,   and  to   contri- 
bute to  the  fupport  of  this  new  haven,  the  burgeffes 
obtained  a  grant  of  that  king,  dated  the  following 
day,   "  to  levy  and  receive  for  every   lad  of  frcfh. 
•'  herring  to  be  fold  in  the  haven  aforefaid,  and  li- 
"  berty  of  the  fame,  of  the  fellers   of  the  faid  her- 
,  "  ring,  twelve  pence,  during  five  years  immediately 
"  following  the  date  of  thefc  prefents."     And  as  a 
further  provision  for  the  completion  and  maintenance 
-of  the  haven,  the  corporation' in  their  "Orders  pour 
. le  Noiwflle  Havcne"    appoint  commiffioners  to   levy 
certain  duties  on  each   laft  of  herrings  bought  by 
any  denifon  orburgefs  of  Great  Yarmouth. 

Notwithftanding  this  encouragement  given  to  the 
burgeffes,  and  the  troubles  and  expences  they  met 
with  in  the  making  this  fecorid  haven,  it  was  not 
more  than  fixteen  years  after  that  they  fotind  it  in 
the  fame  predicament  with  the  former,  and  naviga- 
tion was  again  at  a  fland.  In  the  loth  of  Henry 
IV.  1409,  therefore,  we  find  the  burgeffes  petitioning 
a  third  time  for  liberty  to  make  a  third  haven  near 
Newton  Crofs.  That  king  not  only  grsmted  their  rc- 
queft,  but,  in  confideration  of  the  many  and  formi- 
dable difficulties  they  had  to  ftruggie  with,  very  libe- 
.rally  contributed  towards  the  expence  of  it,  out  of  his 
cuftoms  at  Yarmouth,  lool.  per  ann.  for  the  fpace  of 
five  fucceffive  years.  But  this  grant,  which  was  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  moneys  "  to  be  received  out  of 
the  fubfidy  of  35.  for  a  ton  of  wine,  and  of  i  sd.  for 
a  pound,  in  the  lame  port,  by  the  hands  of  the  col- 
lectors.of  the  fubfidy  aforefaid  there,  for  the  time 
being,"  met  with  fome  difficulty  in  the  execution, 
for  the  treafurers  and  barons  of  -the  Exchequer  re- 
fufed  to  difcount  with  the  collectors  the  firft  1.64!, 
•paid  to  the  burgeffes  in  the  i2ihand  'igth  of  that 
.king,  on  pretence,  that  the  fubfidy  out  of  which  it 

was 
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was  paid,  continued  no  longer  than  the  feaft  of  St. 
Michae],  in  his  i  ith  year.  The  king,  therefore,  by 
his  letters  patent,  dated  May  syth,  fays,  "  We,  wil- 
ling that  our  grant  aforefaid  be  duly  executed,  of  our 
fpecial  grace,  have  granted  to  the  fame  burgeSSes  the 
faid  hundred,  fixty  and  four  pounds,  paid  by  the  faid 
collectors  in  form  aforefaid,  to  be  had,  of  our  gift, 
in  relief  of  the  making  of  the  haven  aforefaid." 

This  third  haven,  with  increafing  trouble  and  ex- 
pences,  ferved  the  burgefles  for  near  a  hundred  years, 
when  the  charges  became  fo  intolerable  that  they  were 
obliged  to  apply  to  Henry  VI.  in  his  31(1  year,  1453. 
for  further  relief  and  affiflance  ;  when  they  obtained 
a  remittance  of  fifty  marks,  parcel  of  their  fee  farm, 
for  the  term  of  fix  years,  for  the  ufe  of  the  haven. 

At  this  time,  indeed,  the  town  appears  to  be  in  a 
declining  flate.  The  great  expences  levied  upon  the 
inhabitants  for  the  fupport  of  the  haven,  occafioned 
the  lofs  of  a  confiderable  part  of  the  herring  trade, 
which  had  been  upon  the  decline  ever  fince  the  reign 
of  Henry  V. 

To  thefe  heavy  contributions  was  principally 
owing  the  emigration  of  many  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  retired  to  other  lefs  cxpenfive  places ;  fo  that 
thofe  who  remained  in  the  town  were  fo  few,  and  fo 
over-burthened  with  poor,  that  they  were  exempted 
by  a£l  of  parliament  in  the  241!},  27th,  and  gift 
years  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  from  the  common 
fublidics  of  government,  fifteenths  and  tenths,  which 
were  granted  to  the  king  in  thofe  years,  not  being 
able  to  raife  them. 

This  appears  likewife  to  have  be"n  the  cafe  in  the 
4th  and  3th  years  of  Edward  IV.  the  $d,  5th,  ;th, 

and 
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and -12th  of  Henry  VII.  and  in  the  g'd,  ^th,  7th, 
i:6th,  3sd,  and  37th  of  Hcnrv  VIII,  in  which  latter 
year  1 546,  that  king  acquitted  them  of  all  the  fif- 
teenths and  tenths  which  fliould  be  granted  to  him 
during  his  reign. 

Some  of  thcfe  remittances  were  made  by  acls  of 
parliament,  others  by  letters  patent. 

»  Edward  IV.  by  two  different  grants  of  ten,  years 
each,  continued  Henry  VI's.  releafe  of  fifty  marks  of 
their  fee-farm  for  twenty  years,  and  added  an  exemp- 
tion of  fificenths  and  temhs  when  granted,  as  above 
obferved.  In  the  loth  year  of  his  reign,  1470,  he 
granted  diem  two  thoufand  marks,  with  an  addi- 
tional releafe  of  their  fee-farm  of  17!.  los.  lod. 
during  the  fpace  of  ten  years,  for  the  reparation  and 
iupport  of  their  haven  ;.  and  in  his  ssd  year  he 
granted  -them  a  further  releafe  of  the  fifty  marks  for 
twenty  fucceeding  years. 

In  the  ifl  of  Richard  III.  by  an  act  of  aflembly, 
it  was  unanimoufly  agreed,  "  for  the  co'e  weel  and 
•  '  the  reparacion  of  the  haven,  that  every  (hipp  fhall 
M  paie  to  the  lame  reparacion,  for  every  viage  goyng 
«'  .oute  and  corny ng  into  the  haven,  or  com.yng  in 
*l  and  goyng  out  lllld."  alfo  4<i.  on  each  la  ft  of  her- 
rings bought,  and  4d.  on  each  lad  cured. 

And  Henry  VII.  in  his  firft  year,  1486,  granted 
the  burgefles  a  confirmation  of  the  releafe  of  Edward 
IV.  for  twenty  years,  the  grant  of  that  king  expiring 
in  the  1 8th  of  his  reign.  He  alfo,  by  feveral  letters 
patent,  which  were  triennially.  renewed,  continued 
the  additional  abatement  of  17!.  los.  led.  till  the 
1 5th  year  of  his  reign,  which  reduced  their  payment 
into  the  Exchequer  to  gl.  as,  6d, 

Id 
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In  the  17th  of  Henry  VII.  1502,  on  a  petition  of 
the  burgeffes  to  the  king  at  Richmond,  he  was 
pleafed  to  make  a  further  remittance  in  their  favour 
of  fifty  marks,  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

About  the  24th  of  that  king.  150(5,  however,  all 
thefe  aids,  grants  and  relcafes  flill  appear  to  be  in- 
fufficient  for  the  purpofes  of  preferving  the  haven 
navigable,  and  the  burgeffcs  again  petitioned  the 
king  for  leave  to  cut  a  fourth  haven,  much  nearer  to 
the  town  than  the  former.  This  being  granted,  with 
the  remittance  of  their  fifty  marks  for  twenty  years 
longer,  they  did  accomplifli  its  prefervation,  with 
their  own  united  labour  and  expences,  for  the  twenty 
following  years,  when  it  became  fo  decayed,  and  the 
inhabitants  fo  ovcrburthened  with  almoft  unremitting 
tofts  and  charges,  that  they  were  obliged  to  become 
petitioners  for  the  fifth  time,  for  permiffion  to  make 
a  fifth  haven,  in  or  near  the  place  where  it  is  at  pro 
fcnt. 

This  Henry  VIII.  granted,  with  a  further  releafe 
of  the  fifty  marks  fee-farm  for  twenty  years  more. 
And  about  the  36th  of  his  reign,  1545,  on  their  fur- 
ther complaint,  he  continued  the  releafe  for  ten  years 
longer,  for  the  fupport  of  the  haven  ;  befides  ac- 
quitting them  of  all  fifteenths  and  tenths  which 
fhould  be  granted  to  him  during  his  reign,  as  we 
have  before  obferved. 

This  haven,  according  to  Mr.  Manfhip,  coft  the 
inhabitants  1500!.  fterling,  and  was  executed  under 
the  direction  of  the  mafter  of  Mettingham  college, 
4i  a  man  in  thofe  days  in  water- works  holden  very 

expert." 

* 

"  But 
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"  But  the  ftormy  wind  and  fea  prevailing,  the 
rrtouth  of  that  haven  alfo,  which  had  cofi  greac  lams 
of  money,  was.  thereby  choaked  and  flopped  up  ; 
by  means  whereof  they  were  fo  impoverished  in  their 
particular  cftates,  that  they  were  utterly  unable  to 
continue  any  longer  io  uniupportable  a  charge.' 

In  order,  therefore,  to  errecl:  a  Jiklh  haven,  it  was 
•agreed,  in  the  id.  of  Edward  VI.  1548,  that  the 
money,  plate,  ornaments,  robes,  veftmerits,  tunicles, 
albs,  amefles,  &c.  belonging  to  St.  .Nicholas's  cha- 
pel in  Yarmouth,  fhould  be  difpofed  of,  in  order  to 
contribute  to  this  neceffary  purpofe.  Thefe,  with 
the  rents  of  houfes  belonging  to  the  church,  the  dii- 
pofal  of  the  bells  in  the  fteeplc,  voluntary  contribu- 
tions'of  the  inhabitants  of  Yarmouth,  thofe  of  Nor- 
wich, and  the  reverend  fathers  of  Chrift's  Church, 
railed  a  fupply  of  i3i61.  gs.  yd.  befides  fome  weekly 
contributions,  of  which  the  jour  and  twenties  agreed 
to  pay  two  (hillings,  and  the  eight  and  forties  one  (hill- 
ing a  week  each,  for  the  fpace  often  weeks  following. 

The    particulars  of    the   aggregate    fums,    which 

amounted  to  the  above  181 61.  gs.  yd.  are  as  follows : 

/.  *.  d. 
Coined  gold  and  filver,   and  other  uten- 

fils  belonging  to  St.  Nicholas's  church  782  8  31. 
Plate  fold                                                      58  19  i  ij. 
Bell-metal                                                      yi  i  10 
Copes,  Sec.                                                 40  8  5 
Another  parcel  of  copes,  Sec.                     24  14  o 
Contributions  of  the  four  and  twenties     138  6  8 
Ditto  of  the  eight  and  forties                      82  16  S, 
Houfes,   rents,  Sec.   of  the  chauntry  of 
charnel,   at   the  entrance  of  St.   Ni- 
cholas1 church-yard                                 192  11  5 
The  comfnous  in  the  four  fputh  wards    ^3  1 8  £ 
K  The 
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The  commons  in  the  four  nonh  wards  31      S      o 

The  city  of  Norwich,  Julv  5,  1550  jg«    16     o 

"The  dean  and  chapter  of  Norwich  2000 

Strangers,  and  goods  of  the  hofpital  206     o     o 
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This  fum  was  partly  collected  in  1549,  the  3d  of 
Edward  VI.  the  fame  year  in  which  Kett  and  his 
rebel  party  made  an  infurreclion  in  Norfolk. 

,  Having  obtained  that  king's  permiffion,  the  bur- 
geffes  then  began  to  cut  their  Jixth  haven,  over  the 
.Danes,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Ibutli 
.gate  of  the  town,  the  trench  of  which  is  flill  vifible, 
and  known  by  the  appellation  of  the  old  haven. 

Icor  the  more  effeclual  carrying  on  this  work,  king 
Edward,  by  his  letters  patent,  dated  the  gth  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1548,  releafed  to  the  burgeflfes,  as  his  father 
and  grandfather  had  done,  all  fifteenths  and  tenths, 
and  gave  them  a  commiffion  to  take  up  carts,  car- 
riages, labourers,  workmen,  and  all-  othei  things  ne- 
ccflary  for  the  execution  of  it. 

Trie  principal  director  on  this  occafion  was  one 
Mr.  Thompfon,  chief  engineer  of  Dover,  who,  as 
Manfhip  fays,  was  matter  or  governor  of  the  alms- 
houfe,  or  God's  houfe,  in  Dover.  He  was  brought 
hither  about  three  years  before  this  by  the  duke  of 
Norfolk,  by  whom,  as  well  as  by  fome  others  of  the 
privy-council,  he  was  principally  recommended.  He 
was  in  high  favour  with  Edward  VI,  by  whom  he 
had  been  well  rewarded  for  his  (kill  and  fervices  at 
the  pier  of  Dover.  He  was  very  converfant  in 
tilings,  of  t,his  kind,  and  had  therefore  been  much 
recommended  by  the  ponfmea  reporting  hither. 

On 
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On  the  iGth  of  January,  i^.jg,  after  a  folerr.n 
procefhon  of  the  to\vnfmen,  and  a  fermon  preached 
before  them  by  fir  John  Bland,  minifler  of  St.  Ni- 
cholas's church,  on  a  fubjeci  adapted  to  the  occa- 
fion,  Mr.  Tliompfon  took  upon  him  the  charge  of 
the  work,  which  was  then  begun,  and  in  which  were 
employed  an  hundred  men  every  day. 

Nature  had  hitherto  been  the  greated  enemy  of 
the  town,  but  now  the  brutal  fury  of  rebellious 
ignorance  contributed  to  their  dillrefs,  for  the 
work  had  not  long  been  continued  ere  a  party 
of  Kett's  adherents  advanced  to  the  town,  who, 
finding  the  inhabitants  not  at  all  inclined  to  favour 
their  infamous  defigns,  dcftroyed  all  the  materials 
provided  for  the  haven,  arid  in  the  night  villainoufly 
laid  all  that  had  been  done  in  ruins.  This  obliged 
the  workmen  to  take  up  arms  initcad  of  tools,  and, 
with  the  magiftrates,  to  keep  watch  and  ward,  as 
well  to  defend  the  town  agaihft  the  rioters  without, 
as  to  curb  their  adherents  within,  who,  though  lefs 
numerous,  were  not  lefs  dangerous.  Hence  the 
work  was  difcontinucd  for  that  year. 

The  next  year,  however,  they  purfued  it  again 
with  refolution  and  vigour;  but  though  they  were 
prepared  with  (hips  and  expenfive  engines  for  caft- 
ing  out  the  water,  the  work  went  on  but  ilowly,  the 
water  fpringing  up  fo  faft  that  they  could  not  get 
clear  enough  of  it,  to  procure  a  good  foundation. 

Thefe  extraordinary  expences  exhaufted  their  flock 
before  they  had  fmifhed  their  work,  which  obliged 
them  to  depute  Mr.  Betts,  one  of  their  bailiffs,  and 
Mr.  -Harborne,  to  folicit  an  aid  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don ;  but  it  does  not  appear  whether  their  deputation, 
was  attended  with  fuccefs. 

K  2  Another 
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Another  fatality,  to  which  they  chiefly  attribute 
the  ni i (carriage  of  their  work,  was  the  lofs  of  their 
engineer  Mr.  Thompfon,  who  died  about  this  time. 

To  fupply  his  place,  by  an  acl  of  afFembly,  in  the 
7;th  of  Edward  VI.  1,5*)  3,  Mr.  Candifh  was  fen t  for, 
who  infpecled  the  work,  and  gave  directions  for  its 
continuance. 

•  Upon  which  one  hundred  dozen  bafkets,  two  hun- 
dred (hovels  urifhod.  and  one  hundred  and  ten  do- 
zen (hod,   were  immediately  lent  for  to  London,   on 
the  8th  of  June  in  the  fame  year,  two  days  after  the 
death  of  Edward  VI.   for  the  carrying  on  the  work, 
which  was  now  continued  with  fuch  vigour,   that  on 
St.  Peter's  eve,  in  the  next  year,  1554,  it  was  agreed 
in  common-council,  that  every  one  of  the  four  and 
twenties,    (aldermen)   fhould  find  two  men,  and  every 
one  of  the   eight  and  forties,   (common    eouncilmen) 
fhould  find  one  man,   till  the  haven  fhould  run  forth 
into  the  fca,   or  clfe  to  pay  ten-pence  a  day  for  each 
man  ;   but  on  the  eve  of  St.  Paul  following,  on  the 
difcuffion  of  a  motion,  at  a  full  affembly,    Whether 
it  were  better  to  proceed  or  not  ?  it  paffed  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  was  refolved,  "  that  the  work  fhould  ceafe- 
tor   that  year;    that  the  crane   newly  built  for  that 
purpofe  fhould   be  taken  down,  and  laid  up  fafeJy 
till  further  occafion  ;  and  that  the  fucceeding  bailiffs 
the  next  year  fhould  proceed  in  the  work,  under  the. 
penalty  of  looL" 

Accordingly,  in  1555,  many  workmen  \vere  em- 
ployed, two  overfeers  appointed,  a  fhip  w.as  funk  at 
the  mouth  of  the  haven  to  ftem  the  tide,  and  after 
all,  the  wotk  was  relinquifhed  for  that  .time.  The 
next  year  they  began  again,  and  fo  on  for  eight  fuq-j 
ceffive  years  from  the  beginning;  when,  finding,- 

•  ".  i   ....  every 
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trial  unfuccefsful,  and  above  fix  thoufand 
pounds  of  their  own  cafli  funk,  befides  their  annual 
fifty  marks,  and  all  the  fifteenths  and  tenths  releafed 
during  the  Jife  of  queen  Mary,  they  gave  it  up  in 
defpair,  having,  from  dear  bought  experience,  juftiy 
concluded,  that  Nature  fo  powerfully  oppbfcd  them, 
as  to  render  any  lading  relief  from  Art  utterly  im- 
practicable, 

From  fome  extraordinary  acl  of  loyalty  to  this 
princefs,  the  inhabitants  of  Yarmouth  were  embor- 
dened  to  folicit  a  releafe  of  their  fifty  marks  fee-farm 
jor  ever,  as  appears  by  their  petition ;  and  though  flic 
did  not  think  proper  to  grant  their  requeft,  (lie  ex- 
tended the  term  to  a  gi  eater  number  of  years  than 
had  been  done  before. 

Thcfe  aids  ftill  proved  ineffectual,  as  their  fchemes 
were  abortive,  fo  that  we  find  them,  agreeable  to 
the  advice  of  ikilfui  workmen,  on  the  lyth  day  of 
November,  1557,  flopping  up  the  haven  with  furze, 
bound  together  in  bundles  called  kybes.  "  But  yet, 
fays  Air.  Manftip,  within  fourteen  days  following;, 
upon  a  great  rage  then  happening,  the  wind,  being 
at  weft,  brought  down  the  back-waters  out  of  the 
marfhes  fo  vehemently,  that  it  ran  over  the  keys  into 
the  dweliing-houfes,  infomuch  that  men  might  ro\/ 
up  and  down  the  fireets,  to  the  no  little  damage  and 
heart  forrow  of  all  the  inhabitants."  It  appears, 
too,  on  this  occafion,  that  fome  fhips  were  obliged 
to  be  drawn  over  the  Danes  with  capflerns  and 
windlaffes,  others  loft  their  voyages ;  labourers  and 
artificers  were  almoft  reduced  to  poverty,  for  want 
of  employment ;  every  perfon  wore  the  appearance 
0f  diftrefs,  and  every  thing  bore  evident  marks  of 
confufion. 

K3  It 
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*  In  this  deplorable  fituation  things  remained,  rill 
the  8th  of  January,  1560,  in  the  2d  of  queen  Eli~ 
zabeth,  when  it  was  agreed  to  tempt  their  fate  again, 
and  cut  a  Jeventli  haven,  in  the  place  where  it  had 
been  thirty  years  before,  and  where  it  now  is. 

This  was  done  at  another  confiderable  expence, 
as  appears  by  a  memorial,  dated  1359,  which  fays, 
•;  The  inhabitants  of  the  towne  of  Create  Yarmouth 
«  %  *  #  *  righte  over  againft  the  parfonage  of  Gor- 
leflone  eaflwarde,  did  cut  a  newe  haven  into  the  fea, 
and  there  with  greate  codes  did  floppe  uppe  the  old 
haven,  by  reafon  whereof  the  whole  level  of  the 
marfhes  from  Vermouth  unto  Norwich  was  all  over 
flowen,  and  keles  and  boats  paffed  over  them.  And 
there  iippon  fome  of  the  coumrie  came  downe  to 
help  to  digge  the  haven,  and  yet  the  charges  of  this 
newe  cutte  and  the  floppe,  not  reckonenge  the  con- 
tynuail  labours  of  the  inhabitants,  which  were  dailic 
bellowed  aboute  the  fame,  nor  yet  the  charge  of  the 
countrye,  which  wrought  two  or  three  days,  did  a- 
nounte,  as  per  the  perticulus  appcreth  thereof,  to 
the  fume  of  2503!.  as.  id." 

This  feventh  haven,  however,  met  with  fome  op- 
pofition,  with  refpect  to  the  place  in  which  it  was 
to  be  cut;  fome  being  for  the  old  haven  by  the 
town,  others  for  the  place  where  it  is  at  prefent. 
Whereupon  a  committee  of  eight  perfons  was  ap- 
pointed, Jan,  8,  1560,  as  above-mentioned,  "To 
go  downe  to  vewe  and  appoyntte  where  the  havyne 
fiiail  be  cutte  owght  at  thys  tyme,  and  then  there 
to  come  ageyn  to  fertefy  unto  Mr.  Balys  and  the 
howfe  where  it  dial  be  cutte  and  floppy d."  At  the 
fame  rime  alfo,  a  deputation  of  four  gentlemen  was 
appointed  to  wait  upon  fir  Thomas  Woodhoufe, 
"  to  recjueft  Mr.  Mayor  of  Norwich,  and  his  bre- 

thieti, 
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thren,  and  the  worfhipful  of  the  (hire,  to  have  their 
benevolence  toward  the  mending  of  the  haven,  See. ' 

The  above  committee  having  taken  a  furvcy  of 
the  place,  came  to  an  agreement,  and  made  their  re- 
port, "  That  the  moft  proper  place  for  conftrucur.g 
"  or  making  another  haven,  would  be  at  or  near 
"  the  place  where  it  had  been  in  the  year  1529, 
"  a  gain  ft  the  eaft  end  of  the  parfonage  houfe  of 
"  Gorlefton."  At  an  aflembly,  therefore,  holden 
the  sd  day  of  March,  in  the  sd'of  Elizabeth,  it  was 
agreed,  "  That  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and 
"  handicrafts  men,  (except  fhypwryghtes)  be  at  the 
"  haven  Sunday,  Monday  and  Tewefday,  and  there 
"  to  helpe  to  conveyc  the  manure  there,  and  to 
"  make  the  haven  dvppe,  to  the  interne  yt  may  by 
"  Godes  helpe  rune." 

In  confequence  of  this  order,  fo  anxious  were  the 
people  to  forward  fo  ufcful  an  undertaking,  that  there 
appears  to  have  been  near  a  thoufand  perfons,  in- 
cluding women  and  children,  employed  about  the 
work;  fo  that  on  the  4th  of  March  following,  the 
haven  feems  compleated,  the  water  had  paffage  to 
the  fea,  and  there  were  ten  feet  at  low  water,  to  the 
infinite  fatisfadion  of  Yarmouth,  and  the  neighbour- 
ing country. 

The  next  day,  March  5,  it  was  ordered,  "  That 
*'  the  carpenters  fhould  be  employed  to  make  a  de- 
"  fence,  oijlop,  to  keep  the  current,  from  running 
"  to  the  fomhward,  in  the  old  channel,  where  for- 
"  rnerly  it  ufed  to  run;1'  and  on  the  isth  of  the 
fame  month,  by  another  order,  it  was  to  be  more 
flrongly  fortified;  for  the  more  ready  difpatch 
of  which,  it  was  agreed,  on  Friday  next  after  the 
Annunciation  of  St,  Mary,  "  That  the  rubbifti  and 
K  4  '  ilones 
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"  (lories  belonging  to  the  church,  commonly  c..".lj-:l 
"  Our  lady's  church,  in  South-town,  on  the  -.veil 
"  fide  of  the  road  leading  to  Gorlefton,  fhouid  be 
"  conveyed  to  the  havens  mouth,  for  the  ufc  of  the 
"  fodjlup"  which  was  accordingly  done;  but  the 
cxpences  proving  too  great  for  the  inhabitants  to  bear 
of  themfelves,  they  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  queen 
and  her  privy-council,  in  order  to  obtain  a  corn- 
million  for  the  fupport  of  the  faid  haven.  Upon 
\vhich  Mr.  Adrian  Harrifo'n  was  fent  down  to  make 
an  eftimate  of  the  charges  of  building  a  new  haven, 
which  he  calculated  would  coft  5510!.  to  be  made 
where  it  then  was,  and  4273!.  6s.  8d.  to  be  made 
where  it  was  at  firft  dug.  Either  of  thefe  fums  ap- 
peared too  confiderable  for  the  privy- council,  and 
Mr.  Harrifon's  eflimates  were  of  no  effecl. 

The  city  of  Norwich,  on  application  made  by  the 
burgeffes,  granted  them  200  marks;  and  fir  WiiHam 
Woodhoufe  fent  them  an  experienced  perfon  from 
Embden  to  conduct  the  work,  but  nothing  appears 
to  have  been  done  by  him.  To  their  own  induftry 
was  principally  owing  the  temporary  fucceffes  of 
their  tedious  and  expenfive  entcrprize  ;  and  though 
they  did  for  fome  time  confine  the  current  to  the  Ji- 
.mits  they  had  prefcribed  for  it,  their  want  of  proper 
aitiftance  feme  times  diurcfleq  them  very  much  ;  fp 
that  at  a  common  affembly,  on  the  sift  of  April, 
1563,  in  the  ^th  of  Elizabeth,  they  were  obliged  to 
order,  "  That  one  quarter  of  the  towne  fhall  be  ca^ 
"  yd  owte  by  the  conftables,  every  day,  to  go  to  the 
"  haven,  8cc."  notwithilanding  which,  in  1367,  aC- 
ter  finking  2603!.  25.  gd.  the  water  broke  through 
all  their  works,  and  made  for  its  old  chajancl  towards 
Crofs, 
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In  March  following  they  began  again  to  work  on 
tli€ --north  ficfe  of  the  haven,  under  the  direction  of 
Joyce  Johnfon,  an  experienced  Dutchman,  brought 
over  for  that  purpofe,  who,  by  driving  down  piles 
on  either  fide  of  the  channel,  and  bracing  them  to- 
gether with  large  planks,  kept  in  the  current,  and 
iorced  it  to  purfue  a  north-cad  direction.  But  hav- 
ing, in  the  firft  fevcn  months,  expended  561!.  6s.  8d. 
they  found  themfelves  no  longer  able  to  fupport  the 
expence,  and  therefore,  on  the  8th  day  of  Ofiober, 
1-567,  the  corporation  agreed  on  the  mott  vifionary 
fcheme  for  railing  money  that  ever  entered  the  head's 
•of  adventurers;  which  was  nothing  lei's  than  a  foli.- 
citation  of  Fortune's  favour,  in  the  Virginia  Hate 
lottery  that  year,  1367.  Nay,  fo  flufhed  was  the 
whole  town  with  the  hopes  of  fuccefs,  that  they  were 
-elevated  to  the  enthufiafm  of  poetry,  and  a  difiich 
was  accordingly  tacked  to  the  feveral  fubfcripiions, 
a*  follows: 

To  the  Jif teen  pounds  of  the  Towns  motif)'. 

*'  Yermouth  haven,  God  fend  thee  fpede, 
"  The  Lord  he  knoweth  thy  great  ntde." 

To  the  Jif teen  pounds  collected  among  ft  the  Four  and  Twen- 
ties, and  Eight  and  Forties. 

"  Yf  Yermouth  great  in  Fortune's  favor  be, 
"  The  gretefle  lott  may  chanfe  to  fall  to  me." 

To  thejeventeen  pounds  tenjhillings  collected  by  the  com* 
mons. 

The  Gentlemen's  Pofy. 

"  The  fyrfte,  ne  fecond  lott  I  crave, 
"  The  thyrde  yt  ys  that  I  woid^have/' 

The 
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The  Ladies'  Pofy. 
*'  A  fmall  flocke  with  good  fuccefTe, 
"  May  fhordy  grovve  to  good  increffe." 

In  the  loth  of  James  I.  1621,  that  king  directed 
his  commiffion  to  the  bifliop  of  Norwich  and  others, 
to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  haven  and  piers  ;  and 
in  the  next  year  ifTued  his  letters  patent  for  a  general 
collection  throughout  the  kingdom,  for  their  fupport ; 
which,  however,  did  not  raife  above  500!.  whereupon 
the  king  directed  his  letter  again  to  the  bifhop  of  Nor- 
wich for  further  contributions,  and  to  affcfs  the  ad- 
jacent low  grounds,  mat-flies,  £cq.  in  obedience  to 
which  the  city  of  Norwich  contributed  one  hundred 
marks. 

In  the  fame  year  the  king  permitted  them  to  cx> 
port  four  thoufand  tons  of  beer,  duty  free,  which 
at  gs.  per  ton  raifed  them  )  Sonl.  and  was  wholly 
employed  in  the  reparation  of  the  haven  and  piers. 

In  the  id  of  Charles  I.  1626,  a  fimilar  patent  was 
granted  them  for  one  thoufaud  tons,  which  brought 
them  450!. 

The  fame  year  they  renewed  their  folicitations  for 
their  herring  exportation,  which  at  the  inftance  of  the 
'I  rinity-Houfe,  fbme  merchants  and  fifhmongers  of 
London,  and  the  Turkey  Company,  was  refufed, 
except  ia  Englifh  bottoms.  The  next  year, -how- 
ever, they  procured  an  order,  that  unlefs  the  Turkey 
Company  would  purchafe  all  their  herrings,  at  a 
reafonabie  price,  before  the  laft  day  of  October,  they 
fhould  then  be  at  liberty  to  fell  the  fix  hundred  lafts 
to  ftrangers  ;  yet  they  were  not  to  be  laden  in  foreign 
bottoms  before  the  lath  of  November,  "  to  the 
"  erjil  the  EngliPn  may  have  the  priority  of  the 

"  market, 
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"  market,    in    places    whither    they    ufe    to    carry 

"  them.11 

In  1628,  and  1629,  they  obtained  leave  to  export 
one  thoufand  lafts  on  the  fame  terms,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  Trinity-Houfe  had  previoufly  prevailed  on 
the  privy  council  to  iffue  their  orders  to  the  contrary. 
This  was  occasioned  by  the  Turkey  Company's  re- 
fiifing  to  take  the  principal  part  of  their  herrings. 
The  annual  licences  were  continued  to  1637,  when 
one  was  granted  for  ten  years  on  payment  of  50!. 
•per  ann.  by  which  there  was  an  annual  laving  to  the 
burgefTcs  of  lool.  and  this  was  the  lafl  aid  of  the 
kind;  for  at  its  expiration  in  1647,  though  frequent 
application  was  made,  they  could  not  get  the  licence 
renewed. 

In  1637,  four  years  after  the  expiration  of  their 
fee-farm  releafe,  the  town  petitioned  Charles  I.  for  a 
renewal  of  it,  which  was  granted  them  for  forty  fuc~ 
ceeding  years. 

Daring-  the  conteft  between  Charles  II.  and  his 
parliament,  the  town  petitioned  the  parliament  (in 
1650)  for  fome  of  the  lead  upon  Norwich  cathedral 
to  build  a  work-houie,  and  repair  the  haven;  and 
purchafed  of  them  the  fame  year  the  perpetuity  of 
their  whole  fee-farm  rent  for  306!.  135.  4d.  In  1656 
they  petitioned  Oliver  for  money,  but  he  had  too 
much  need  of  it  himfelf  to  grant  them  any.  They 
therefore  fold  the  town's  gunpowder  that  year  for 
lool.  and  the  year  following  fold  the  ifland  of  Cob- 
ham  for  530!.  and  the  houies  and  lands  called  the 
Grey-Friers  for  2600!.  all  of  which  went  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  haven  and  piers. 

la 
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In  1660  the  town  addrefied  Charles  II.  and  made 
him  a  formal  return  of  the  fee-farm  purchafed  of  the 
parliament,  with  the  arrears  due;  and  the  more  cer- 
tainly to  ingratiate  themfelves  with  the  king,  they 
.prcfented  him  with  500!.  as  a  mark  of  their  loyalty. 

.  We  cannot  help  remarking  here  how  much  the 
-pliant  and  politic  difpofition  of  the  good  people  of 
.Yarmouth  refembled  that  of  the  vicar  of  Bray.  The 
.parliament  they  addrefTcd  thus  ;  "  We  cannot  but 
iu  all  humility  acknowledge  the  great  and  unfpeakable 
goodnefs  of  God  in  railing  this  honourable  houfe  to 
repair  the  breaches  of  many  generations,  and  to  re- 
cover our  almofl  loft  liberties  and  religion  out  of  the 
hands  of  thofe  that  ftudied  nothing  more  than  to  en- 
flave  both  fouls  and  bodies  of  the  whole  nation  :  but 
our  God  hath  broken  the  fnarc,  and  we  are  delivered, 
£c."  To  the  king,  with  a  moft  enfy  effrontery,  they 
*'  obferve  the  great  mercy  of  God,  not  only  in  pre- 
ferving  your  facrcd  majefty  in  fo  continued  and  emi- 
nent dangers,  but  in  reftoring  you  to  the  poffeiTion  of 
your  rights  and  dominions,  and  us  thereby  to  the 
enjoyment  of  our  birth-rights,  laws,  and  liberties 
(fo  long  trampled  upon  by  a  treaforiable  ufurpation) 
do  accompt  it  our  greateil  duty  to  return  all  poffible 
praife  and  thanks  unto  our  gracious  God,  Sec."  But 
to  return: 

<  The  charges  of  making  new  havens  and  repairing 
old  ones,  were  fo  conficlerable,  that  in  the  fpace  of  64 
years  (from  1549  to  ]^J3)  there  appears  to  have 
been  difburfed  31,652!.  i8s.  4d.  an  enormous  fum 
for  fo  early  a  period. 

In  1667,  notwithftanding  the  town  had  fold  houfes 
and  lands  to  the  amount  of  400!.  a  year,  obtained 
.various  fupplies  from  government,  befides  private 

aids, 
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aids,  it  appears  then  to  have  been  in  debt  g^ool.  on 
this  diftreffing  account.  At  an  aflembly,  therefore^ 
hoklen  on  the  4th  of  July,  they  appointed  a  com-- 
mittee  "  To  coniider  of  a  way  to  raife  money  for  the 
•'  maintenance  and  repair  of  the  haven  and  piers  :" 
in  confequence  of  which  application  was  made  to 
parliament,  and  a  bill  brought  in  to  provide  for  their 
iupport;  which  alter  various  difficulties  and  much 
oppofition  from  the  city  of  Norwich,  was  effected  in 
the  beginning  of  1670;  but  not  without  a  private 
contract  made  at  its  palling  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  for 
Yarmouth  to  pay  to  Norwich  50!.  per  ann.  fo  long 
as  the  act  continued  in  force.  In  the  latter  end  of 
the  fame  year  the  commifnoners  (two  pcrfons  each 
for  Norfolk,  Norwich,  Suffolk  and  Yarmouth)  ap- 
pointed by  this  act,  granted  the  corporation  12,000!. 
for  the  repairs  of  the  haven  and  piers,  to  be  raffed 
by  virtue  of  the  laid  act ;  under  which  the  work  was 
conducted  with  expedition  and  fuccefs  till  1677, 
wh'en  the  town  petitioned  for  a  renewal  of  the  act; 
yvhith  then  expired.  A  bill  was  accordingly  brought 
into  the  Houfe  in  April,  and  a  committee  being  ap-*- 
pointed,  it  pafled  into  an  act,  to  commence  the  2^(h 
of  March,  1678,  and  to  continue  in  force  {even 
years ;  but  on  the  expiration  of  that  term,  the  du- 
ties raifed  by  the  act  appearing  dill  inefficient,  the 
town  was  abiut  to  petition  Charles  II.  for  his  affift- 
ance,  in  1685,  when  his  death  put  an  end  to  thei* 
defign.  In  the  ift  of  James  II.  1603,  however,  they 
obtained  a  third  act,  to  continue  in  force  for  fourteen 
years.;  but  the  Pule  of  the  corporation  being  altered 
by  proclamation,  a  fourth  act  was  made  in  the  lit  of 
William  a"nd  Mary,  >68g,  principally  to  expFaia 
fo  much  of  the  former  act  as  might  be  comtrQvertibie 
from  that  alteradou.. 

On 
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•  On  the  expiration  of  that  aft 'in  1697,  the  towrt 
made  application  for  a  fifth  aft,  which  was  oppofed 
by  the  city  of  Norwich  on  account  of  three  years  ar- 
rears being  due  to  them  from  Yarmouth,  of  the  ^ol. 
annuity,  fecured  to  them  on  paffing  the  firft  aft ;  but 
thefe  being  paid,  and  further  fecurity  given  by  the 
corporation,  this  bill  again  parTed  into  an  aft,  which 
was  to  continue  for  twenty-one  years,  fo  that  they 
were  fecured  by  parliament  now  for  a  much  longer 
term  than  they  had  ever  been  before.  The  charges 
of  this  aft  amounted  to  881.  165.  sd. 

The  flile  of  the  corporation  being  again  altered, 
another  explanatory  aft  was  patted  in  the  ift  of 
queen  Anne,  1701. 

In  the  gth  of  George  I.  1723,  a  feventh  aft  was 
paffed,  to  continue  for  twenty-one  years,  as  the 
former  had  done;  and  in  the  soth  of  George  II. 
1747,  it  was  only  revived,  and  continued  for  *ihc 
term  of  two  years,  and  to  the  end  of  the  then  next 
feffion  of  parliament. 

But  in  the  2$d  of  George  II.  1750,  the  duties 
payable  by  virtue  of  that  aft  were  to  ceafe,  and  a 
ninth  aft  was  paffed  by  which  other  duties  were  to 
be  paid  in  lieu  of  them,  The  term  of  this  aft  was 
alfo  twenty-one  years. 


The  union  of  Kirkley-Road  with  Yarmouth,  kc. 

HAVING  had  occafion  to  mention  before  the 
caufes  of  Kirklcy-Roatfs  being  united  to  the  port  of 
Yarmouth,  we  (hall  here  fay  fomething  more  on 
that  f  abject, 

In 
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In  confequence  of  the  charter  of  Edward  IH.  iu 
his  46th  year,  1372,  which  we  have  befr>re-mention- 
ed,  feveral  people  of  Lowefloft  and  the  neighbour- 
hood were  indicled  at  Yarmouth,  in  the  following 
year,  for  refufing  to  pay  the  cufloms  of  that  port, 
.for  fhips  lading  or  unlading  in  Kirkley-Road,  agree- 
able to  the  injunctions  of  the  faid  grant.  But  the 
Lowefloft  men,  not  choofmg  to  trufl  to  the  impartia- 
lity of  a  Yarmouth  court,  in  a  Yarmouth  caufe, 
brought  their  writ  of  Ctrtigrari,  and  removed  the  fuk 
into  the  court  of  Chancery,  where  they  had  the  mor- 
tification to  find  the  matter  determined  wholly  in  fa- 
.vour  of  the  burgeffes  of  Yarmouth.  . 

But  in  the  5oth  of  that  king,  1376,  the  Cora- 
.inons  of  England,  in  the  then  parliament,  as  well  as 
the  people  of  Lowefloft,  petitioned  the  king  for  a 
repeal  of  the  faid  charter,  as  contrary  to  the  common 
profit  of  the  kingdom,  and  it  was  accordingly,  in 
the  fame  parliament,  entirely  repealed. 

King  Edward  dying  foon  after  this  repeal,  the  bur- 
geffes fued  out  a  commifiion  of  Ad  quod  dampnum, 
in  the  ifl  of  Richard.  II.  dated  April  12,  by  virtue 
of  which  an  inquifuion  was  taken  at  Yarmouth,  on 
.Friday  next  after  St.  Faith's,  in  the  2d  of  that  king, 
and  another  at  Loweftoft  the  day  following,  bv  which 
it  was  found,  that  though  the  uniting  of  Kirklcy- 
Road  to  the  port  of  Yarmouth  was  to  the  damage  of 
the  people  of  Lowefloft,  yet  it  was  more  commodi- 
ous than  otherwife,  to  the  king  and  his  people. 

Thefe  inquifitions  were  laid  before  the  parliament, 
with  a  furvey  of  Yarmouth  and  Loweflofc,  taken  by 
the  commifiioners ;  upon  which  their  former  grants 
were  now  reflored,  as  well  by  a  private  ordinance 
«f  the  parliament,  as  by  a  charter  of  Richard  If, 

dated 
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dated  the  24th  of  November,  1379,  which  fo  irrita- 
ted the  inhabitants  of  Lowcfloft,  that  upon  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  charter  there,  by  the  under-fheiiff 
of  the  county,  (as  was  the  cuiiom  before  printing 
v;as  invented)  they  can  fed  a  riot,  and  would  not  luf- 
ier  him  to  proceed,  threatening  his  life  if  he  ever 
<lared  to  come  there  again  on  any  fuch  bufinefs,  and 
**  for  fear  of  death  he  durft  not  execute  the  writ 
'•  aforefaid.  And  they  drove  him  then  and  there, 
•'  with  a  multitude  of  rioters,  with  hue  and  cry,  out 
*'  of  the  town,  cafting  floncs  at  the  heads  of  his 
""  men  ami  fervants,  to  the  pernicious  example  and 
•'  contempt  of  the  lord  the  king,  and  againft  his 
•'  peace." 

This  viclory  did  not  continue  long  to  the  town 
tvithout  interruption;  for  in  1381.  the  commons  in 
parliament,  at  the  inftigation  of  thofe  of  Norfolk 
^nd  Suffolk,  petitioned  againft  the  charter,  alledgirfg 
that  a  ftatute  had  been  formerly  made,  and  confirm- 
ed in  the  lafl  parliament  at  Gloucefter,  "  that  every 
fubjecl  of  the  realm  might  buy  and  fell  without  dif- 
turbance,  in  city,  burgh,  fea-port,  and  elfe  where, 
throughout  all  the  kingdom,  and  if  any  charters  or 
patents  were  granted  to  the  contrary,  they  fhould  be 
holden  void,  notwithstanding  which,  a  charter  in  the 
fame  parliament  had  been  granted  to  the  people  of 
Yarmouth,  that  none  fhould  buy  or  fell  within  feven 
leucas  of  the  town,  Sec.  8cc."  This  occafioned  a 
frefh  parliamentary  enquiry,  in  which  the  impartia- 
lity and  veracity  of  the  inquifitionS  taken  in  the  ift 
and  sd  of  Richard  II.  were  called  in  queflion,  and 
an  order  was  given  for  a  new  commiffion,  in  which 
a  more  rigid  obfervance  of  juftice  was  expected;  for 
the  better  conducting  of  which,  tho  burgeffes  in  the 
mean  time  were  commanded,  on  pain  of  the  houfe's 
difpleafure,  to  make  no  difturbance,  nor  offer  m6- 

leflation 
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leftation  to  thofe  concerned   in  the  execution  of  the 
commifiion, 

The  next  year,  therefore,  on  Monday  next  after 
St.  Matthew  the  Apoflle,  the  (aid  commiffion  was 
opened  in  Suffolk,  and  heid  by  adjournment  the 
Thurfday  afeer  in  Norfolk,  by  the  lord  chief  juflice 
of  England,  and  other  great  commirlioners,  who 
furveyed  the  place,  and  took  the  depofitions  of  cer- 
tain knights  and  gentlemen  of  the  counties  of  Nor- 
folk and  Suffolk  ;  which  being  certified  in  Chancery, 
and  laid  before  the  parliament,  an  acl  was  made  to 
repeal  thofe  new  grants  for  ever,  not  to  be  granted 
again  ;  the  charter  was  recalled  and  cancelled,  the 
caufes  of  fo  doing  being  written  on  it,  and  fo  re- 
mains in  the  Tower. 

In  June  the  year  following-,  king  Richard  came 
himfeif  to  Yarmouth,  and  viewed  the  premifes, 
which  emboldened  the  burgeffes  again  to  renew  their 
petitions  for  the  regranting  their  late  charter.  Ac- 
cordingly they  once  more  were  favoured  with  a  new 
grant,  dated  the  2oth  of  February,  1385,  in  bis  Sih 
year,  to  hold  till  the  meeting  of  the  next  parliament, 
which  was  the  year  after,  when  by  an  ordinance  or 
the  fame,  dated  the  8th  of  December,  that  grant 
was  annulled,  and  the  repeal  in  the  5th  of  that  king 
confirmed;  notwithstanding  which  the  parliament 
held  at  WeflminUer  the  very  next  year,  in  confc- 
quence  of  another  petition,  reftored  all  their  former 
grants,  which  were  confirmed  by  a  charter  under  the 
great  feal  of  England,  Nov.  28,  1387,  which  ha- 
ving never  yet  been  repealed,  icinains  in  lull  force 
at  this  time. 

This  formal  confirmation  of  the  liberties  of  Yar- 
mouth fecms  to  have  given  the  deciiive  blow  .in  this 
L  contefl ; 
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comeil ;  for  the  burgeffes  after  this  colleclcd  the'ir 
cuftoms  in  Kirkley-Road  as  peaceably  as  in  their 
ovai  haven;  and  the  Lowcfloft  people  for  fome  years 
after  farmed  them  of  the  burgeffes.  But  about  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  feveral  officers 
and  others  belonging  to  Yarmouth,  were  inditled  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Loweftoft,  on  fome  occafion  of 
collecting  the  cuftoms,  the  fuit  was  carried  into 
Chancery,  and  the  difference  at  laft  fettled  by  that 
king  and  his  council  in  the  2d  year  of  his  reign, 
1401  ;  after  which  peace  being  again  reftored,  the 
burgeffes  collected  their  cuftoms  there  as  ufual  with- 
out interruption. 

Of  tlte  various  Suits  and  Contejls  in  which  Yarmouth  has 
been  engaged,  rejpecling  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  town. 

PRIOR  to  the  charter  granted  by  king  John,  we 
do  not  find  that  Yarmouth  was  of  importance  enough 
to  be  engaged  in  many  fuits  about  cuftoms  or  re- 
venues. It  was  then  in  the  king's  hand  as  well  as 
Lothingland;  but  as  foon  as  that  charter  had  in- 
vefted  the  burgeffes  with  its  numerous  privileges,  the 
town  began  to  rear  its  head,  and  acquired  a  more 
refpeclable  afpeft ;  their  trade  and  commerce  wore  a 
more  flourifhing  appearance,  and  began  to  affume 
an  importance  which  foon  excited  the  jealoufy  of 
their  neighbours.  Little  Yarmouth,  confifting  then 
of  Weft-town  and  South-town,  muft  have  contained 
many  inhabitants  ;  and  thofe  joined  to  the  people  of 
Gorlefton,  equally  envious  of  the  good  fortune  of 
Great  Yarmouth,  and  apprehenfive  of  its  future 
power  and  fuperiority,  foon  difcovered  themfelves  to 
be  no  lefs  formidable  rivals  than  implacable  enemies, 
and  accordingly  omitted  no  opportunity  of  attacking 

their 
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their  privileges,  and  of  endeavouring  to  turn  fame 
of  their  cuiloms  and  franchifes  to  their  own  account. 
We  do  not,  however,  find  any  material  oppofition 
till  the  i  2ih  of  Henry  III.  i  228,  where  Roger  Fitzlo- 
berc,  warden  of  Lothingland  manor,  took  certain 
•cuftorns  in  the  port  of  Yarmouth  'againfl  the  exprefs 
liberties  of  the  burgcfies,  which  being  reprefented  to 
the  king,  he  commiffioned  Martin  de  Patefhall  and 
others  to  enquire  into,  and  afcertain  what  cudoms 
belonged  to  die  burgeffes,  and  what  to  his  faid  ma- 
nor of  Lothingland,  whereupon  an  mquifition  was 
taken,  at  Yarmouth  the  fame  year,  upon  the  oaths  of 
twenty-two  knights  and  otheis  of  Norfolk,  and 
twenty-fix  of  Suffolk,  when  a  verdicl  was  found 
that  all  wares  ought  to  be  fold  and  unladen  at  Great 
Yarmouth,  and  that  all  the  haven  belonged  to  the 
burgeffes  of  that  town  ;  but  that  the  lefler  wares  and 
victuals  might  be  unladen  at  Loihingland,  oil  the 
Yarmouth  fide,  at  the  option  of  the  owners  or  the 
importers  thereof. 

This  determination,  though  much  in  favour  of 
Yarmouth,  did  not  prevent  the  burgeffes  from  con- 
fidering  themfelves  as  lofers  in  the  contell;  fince  by 
that  fhips  might  unlade  with  victuals  on  the  Lothing- 
land fide,  and  as  their  chief  trade  was  fifhing,  they 
found  themfelves  considerably  hurt  in  an  article 
whence  arofe  their  greateft  profits.  In  the  4oth  of 
that  king,  1256,  therefore,  they  petitioned  for  and 
obtained  of  him  a  new  charter,  ••  that  all  merchan- 
dizes and  wares,  as  well  of  fifh  as  of  other  commo- 
dities, fhould  be  fold  at  Yarmouth,  by  the  hands  cF 
the  importers  of  them  into  the  haven,  whether  found 
in  fhips  or  without;  and  that  henceforth  there  be  r.o 
brokers  in  the  aforefaid  town  of  Yarmouth,  by 
whom  the  buyers  and  fellers  may  be  impeded,  to 
the  detriment  of  the  faid  town." 

La  In 
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In  the  fame  year  the  burgeffes  obtained  of  that 
a  Xon  arrcflcnlur  nifi,  or  charter  of  debtor  and 
creditor,  by  which  it  was  ordained,  "  that  they  and 
their  heirs,  burgeffes  of  the  fame  town,  through  out 
whole  land  and  dominion,  as  well  by  lea  as  by  land, 
(hall  have  this  liberty  ;  to  wit,  that  they  and  their 
goodsj  in  what  place  foevei-  found  in  our  dominion, 
be  not  arrefted  for  any  debt,  whereof  they  have  not 
been  fureties,  or  principal  debtors,  except  it  happens 
the  very  debtors  be  of  their  commonalty  and  govern- 
ment, having  whereof  they  may  fatisfy  their  debts 
tvholly  or  in  part,  and  the  faid  burgeffes  have  in 
juftice  made  default  to  the  creditors  of  the  fame 
debtors,  and  of  this  reasonable  evidence  fhall  ap- 
pear." 

Befides  thefe  contefls,  the  burgeffes  were  fubjeft 
to  many  others ;  and  in  particular,  on  account  of 
king  Henry's  exchanging  the  fee-farm  of  Yarmouth 
and  Lothingland,  with  John  de  Baliol,  of  Bernard- 
Caftle  in  the  county  of  Durham,  for  certain  lands  irv 
Chefhire, 

The  faid  John  de  Baliol  dying  in  1269,  the  fee- 
farm  of  Yarmouth  and  Lothingland  became  the  pof- 
feflions  of  John  de  Baliol,  his  fon,  king  of  Scotland ; 
who,  as  well  as  his  father,  had  for  many  years  taken 
tolls  and  cuftoms  in  the  port  of  Yarmouth,  contrary 
lo  the  charter,  and  injurious  to  the  interefl  of  the 
burgeffes,  who  had  fuffered  thefe  invafions  of  their 
rights  with  impunity,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  their 
inability  to  contend  with  fuch  powerful  adverfaries. 
But  aficr  the  faid  king  of  Scotland  had  renounced 
his  homage  to  Edward  I.  king  of  England,  and  in 
confequence  had  forfeited  all  his  Englifh  eftates,  this 
fee-farm  of  Yarmouth  and  hundred  of  Loihinglund 
reverted  to  the  crown. 

Hence 
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•  Hence  in  the  54th  of  the  faici  king  Edward,  1360, 
the  year  in  which  he  gave  all  BalioTs  Englifh  pof- 
feffion  to  John  de  Britainy,  his  nephew,  the  burgeaTes 
thought  this  the  mod  eligible  time  to  apply  to  that 
king  for  an  explanation  of  Henry  Hl.'s  charter, 
which  they  allcdgcd  was  couched  in  too  vague  and 
obfcure  terms,  and  fohcited  one  that  might  be  more 
explicit,  by  which  their  right  and  title  to  all  curtains 
in  the  port  of  Yarmouth  might  be  rendered  clear  and 
indifputablc.  This  the  king,  with  the  advice  of  his 
privy  council,  granted,  in  Trinity  term,  the  fame 
year,  notwithstanding  all  the  oppofition  made  to  k 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Little  Yarmouth  and  Gorlefton; 
by  which  it  was  fecured  to  them,  "  that  whatfoever 
merchandizes  and  wares,  whether  they  confift  of 
fifties  or  other  goods  whatfoever,  which  within  the 
port  of  the  town  aforefaid,  or  to  the  fame  town,  by 
land  or  by  iea,  on  account  of  negotiating  the  fame 
there,  fhall  happen  to  be  brought  or  carried,  Chali 
-be,  by  the  hands  of  the  merchants  bringing  thofe  mer- 
chandizes and  wares,  and  willing  to  fell  there,  or  of 
their  fervants,  freely  and  openly  expofed  to  fale  at 
the  fame  town  of  Great  Yarmouth,  and  there  fold 
and  bought  without  any  forestalling  or  brokerage,  or 
other  impediment  whatfoever,  fo  that  no  foreftaller, 
Broker,  or  other  whatfoever,  (hall  meet  the  merv 
chants  with  fifties  or  other  merchandizes,  or  other 
faleable  goods  coming  towards  the  faid  town,  by 
land  or  water,  to  buy  any  thereof,  or  to  make  fore*- 
flallings,  or  brokerages  thereof,  under  forfeiture  of 
the  commodity  bought,  whereby  the  faid  burgeffes 
or  any  merchants  bringing  thither  fuch  merchandizes 
and  wares,  may  be  in  any  manner  hindered  at  their 
buyings  and  fellings,  to  the  detriment  of  the  town 
afore&ud.1' 

L  $  Ttefie 
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Thefe  privileges  ever  fince  the  making  of  that 
charter  the  burgeffes  have  enjoyed;  and  all  Clips 
bringing  goods  to  the  port  of  Yarmouth,  -whether 
they  have  belonged  to  the  inhabitants  of  Little  Yar- 
mouth, or  Gorlefton,  or  elfewhere,  have  by  virtue 
of  the  faid  charter,  been  unladen,  and  their  cargoes 
expofed  to  fale,  and  ibid  in  the  faid  town  of  Great 
Yarmouth." 

Notwithftanding  which,  there  were  afterwards  fre- 
quent controverfies  between  the  burgeffes  and  the  in- 
habitants of  Little  Yarmouth  and  Gorlefton,  who  on 
many  occafions  continued  their  claim  to,  and  did 
abfolutely  take  fome  of  thofe  cuftoms  exclufively 
granted  to  Great  Yarmouth.  Moreover  we  find  an 
inquifition  taken  in  the  8th  of  Edward  II.  1315, 
about  the  rights  of  John  de  Baliol,  in  his  hundred 
at  .Lothingland,  and  the  towns  of  Little  Yarmouth 
and  Gorlefton,  he  having  taken  for  every  foreign 
£hip  iSd. — for  every  Englifh  (hip  4d.  per  ann. — for 
every  loaded  cart  or  horfe  one  halfpenny. — for 
every  laft  of  herrings,  by  a  foreign  merchant  ^d. 
the  payage  belonging  to  him  was  valued  at  4d. — 
he  ufed  to  take  attachments  of  every  fliip  anchoring 
on  the  Lothingland  fide,  as  far  as'  the  file  of  the 
water. 

Another  difpute  happened  in  the  igth  of  the 
aforefaid  king,  1326,  between  the  burgeffes  of  Yar- 
mouth, and  the  inhabitants  of  Little  Yarmouth  and 
Gorleiton,  about  certain  liberties  and  privileges 
granted  by  that  kings  progenitors,  when  it  was 
finally  determined  in  favour  of  Great  Yarmouth. 
But  in  the  sd  of  Edward  III.  John  de  Britainy,  earl 
of  Richmond  (to  whom  we  have  before  obferved 
king  Edward  1.  gave  the  hundred  of  Lothingland) 
and  iiis  tenants  of  Little  Yarjnouth  and  Gorlefton, 

prefemed 
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preferred  a  petition  to  that  king,  claiming  half  the 
haven  of  Great  Yarmouth,  as  being  an  arm  of  the 
fea,  and  belonging  to  him  and  his  predeceffors,  lords 
of  Lothingland  ;  alledging  alfo,  "  that  he  ought  to 
have,  and  his  anceflors  to  have  had,  the  arriving, 
difchaiging,  and  Jading  of  fhips,  goods  and  mer- 
chandizes, coming  in  and  going  out  of  the  haven, 
and  alfo  a  certain  cuftom,  as  well  of  the  laid  fhips, 
as  of  the  goods  and  merchandizes  fo  being  laden 
or  difcharged,  together  with  a  fair  and  market,  and 
a  free  buving  and  felling  by  the  faid  men  and  tenants  - 
of  Little  Yarmouth  and  Gorleflon,  with  all  the  mer- 
chants and  fhips  there  arriving;  and  further,  that 
the  faid  earl  and  his  anceftors,  and  the  faid  tenants 
and  their  anceilors,  have  had  the  continual  poffef- 
fion  of  thefe  things,  until  a  charter  thereof  was  made 
and  granted  by  king  Henry  III.  unto  the  aforefaid 
burgeffes  and  commonalty  of  Great  Yarmouth ;  and 
that  the  faid  charter  was  not  rightly  granted,  becaufe 
the  king  was  not  then  informed  of  the  damage  and 
hurt  that  might  grow,  by  reafon  of  the  granting  of 
the  faid  charter." 

To  this  the  burgeffes  pleaded  their  charter  of  the 
34th  of  Edward  I.  which  we  have  before  mentioned, 
and  exhibited  another  record  of  the  igth  of  Edw.  II. 
by  which  it  appeared,  that  a  new  controverfy  had 
aiifen  between  the  faid  burgeffes,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Little  Yarmouth  and  Gorlefton,  before  the 
lord  chancellor,  and  the  king's  juftices  and  council, 
at  Norwich,  becaufe  of  the  men  of  Little  Yarmouth 
and  Gorlefton  having  hindered  and  interrupted  the 
faid  burgeffes  in  their  liberties  granted  to  them  by 
the  aforefaid  charter,  and  in  fuch  queftions  as  were 
adjudged  and  decreed  againft  them  in  the  Exchequer, 
in  the  34th  of  Edward  I.  but  particularly- on  account 
L  4  of 
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of  foreftalling,  as  well  of  fifli  as  of  other  merchan- 
dizes coming  within  the  faid  haven. 

In  anfwer,  the  men  of  Little  Yarmouth  and  Gor- 
leftori  alledged,  that  they  might  lawfully  do  fuch 
things  by  ancient  prescription ;  that  the  faid  half  hun- 
dred of  Lothingland  is  ancient  domain  of  the  crown, 
and  that  fuch  things  were  done  by  the  men  of  Little 
Yarmouth  and  Gorlefton  in  the  time  of  Canute  and 
Harold,  and  in  other  kings  days  after  them,  being 
owners  of  the  faid  half  hundred ;  and  alio  in  the 
time  of  Devergale,  of  Baliol,  and  of  John  of  Bali- 
ol,  (king  of  Scots)  alfo  owners  thereof;  with  many 
other  rcafons,  to  prove  what  they  did  to  be  legal, 
by  prefcription  and  poffefnon,  though  in  the  very 
face  of  grant  after  grant,  confirmed  by  different 
kings.  The  refult  was,  therefore,  ari  eftablifhed  de- 
cree in  favour  of  the  burgefles,  that  they  fhould  hold 
and  enjoy  the  liberties  granted  to  them  by  their  faid 
charters. 

The  burgelTes  alfo  produced  another  record  of  the 
34.th  of  Edward  I.  wherein  that  king,  by  his  letters 
patent,  appoints  five  of  hrs  juftices  to  make  a  fpe- 
cial  enquiry  into,  and  determination  upon  fuch  fore- 
flallments  and  abrochments  made  by  the  men  of 
Little  Yarmouth  and  Gorlefton,  to  the  prejudice  and 
hurt  of  the  aforefaid  burgeiTes,  contrary  to  the  tenors 
of  their  faid  charters ;  and  the  faid  men  of  Little 
Yarmouth  and  Gorlefton,  being  called  before  the 
commiflioners,  and  having  produced  their  reafons, 
and  allegations,  the  faid  commiffioners  adjudged 
that  the  {aid  burgeffes  fhould  recover  their  damages, 
againft  the  faid  men  of  Little  Yarmouth  and  Gor- 
lefton, for  the  foreflaliments  and  abrochments  made 
as  aforefaid, 

To 
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To  which  the  earl  of  Richmond  and  his  faid  te- 
nants made  anfvvcr,  that  thefe  things,  if  any  fitch 
were,  done,  were  not  prejudicial  to  them,  but  that 
they  ought  to  have  and  enjoy  their  ancient  liberties 
and  cuftoms  by  prefcription  ulcd ;  upon  which  the 
Monday  in  the  fecond  week  of  Lent  was  fixed  on 
a  new  for  both  parties  to  appear  before  the  king  and 
his  council ;  and  the  burgeffes  had  further  orders 
to  produce  there  the  faid  three  records. 

Accordingly  all  parties  appeared  on  that  day  be-, 
fore  the  king  and  his  council  at  Leicefter,  when, 
after  long  pleadings  and  procefs,  the  burgefles  pro- 
duced their  charters,  together  with  the  aforefaid  re- 
cords, under  the  feal  of  the  Exchequer,  and  prayed 
a  confirmation  of  their  charters  and  liberties  as  there- 
in fet  forth.  But  the  faid  earl  and  his  tenants  al- 
ledged  that  they  were  then  ready  to  inform  the  king 
of  the  damages  and  prejudices  which  have  happen- 
ed, efpecially  to  the  king,  fince  the  grant  of  the  faid 
charter;  and  folicited  that,  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
ceedings and  matters  of  the  aforefaid  record,  they 
might  be  permitted  to  fet  forth  their  reafons  and  al- 
legations, for  the  revoking  of  the  aforefaid  charters ; 
becaufe  they  had  petitioned  againfl  them  to  the 
king's  parliament,  from  which  their  petition  had  been 
fent  hither,  for  jujlict  to  be  done. 

The  burgefles  to  this  replied,  that  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  the  earl  and  his  tenants  to  caufe  the 
king  to  revoke  the  faid  charters  and  liberties,  nor 
could  they  make  themfelves  parties  concerned,  and 
therefore  they  demanded  judgment  to  confirm  their 
faid  charters  and  liberties,  and  that  they  might  have 
juftice  impartially  adminiftered  to  them. 

Hereupon 
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Hereupon  the  king  fent  his  writ,  containing 
all  the  circumdances  of  the  controverfy  between  the 
faid  parties,  to  the  juftices  of  the  king's  picas,  com- 
manding them  to  hear  the  caufcs,  and  determine 
vpon  them  in  right  and  juftice  ;  or  if  any  extraordi- 
nary difficulty  fhould  arife,  to  fend  the  whole  pro- 
ccfs  of  the  faid  controverfy  again  before  the  king  and 
his  council  to  his  parliament. 

At  the  fame  time  alfo,  the  king  ifiued  his  writ  to 
the  barons  of  the  Exchequer,  to  1'earch  amongft  the 
records  there,  for  any  thing  that  could  be  found  to 
iet  the  matter  of  thefe  controversies  in  a  true  light. 
The  faid  barons,  therefore,  in  return,  certified  to 
the  king,  that  a  record  was  found  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  the  king's  commiifion  had  been  iffued  to 
Salomon  of  Rolf,  Walter  of  Hopton,  Richard  of 
Boyland,  Robert  Fuke,  Thomas  of  Suddington,  and 
Walter  of  Sturthefly,  the  king's  juflices  in  Eyre, 
and  that  it  was  prefented  and  found  before  the  faid 
commiffioners,  that  Gilbert  Foderingay,  fometime 
bailiff  of  Deverguld  of  Baliol,  did  levy  certain  cuf- 
toms  of  fhips  at  Little  Yarmouth  and  Gorlefton 
wron  fully,  and  that  there  ought  to  be  neither  fair 
nor  market  there ;  accordingly  the  faid  record  was 
laid  before  the  abovefaid  juftices  of  the  king's  pleas, 
before  whom  appeared  the  aforefaid  earl  and  his  te- 
nants, as  alfo. the  burgefies  of  Great  Yarmouth,  when 
the  faid  caufes  were  heard,  but  a  final  determination 
was  not  then  put  to  them,  on  account  of  certain  im- 
portant matters,  which  the  faid  juftices  deemed  un- 
determinable at  that  time. 

Another  reference  was  made  to  the  king  at  Nor- 
thampton, alfo  at  York,  and  at  Salifbury,  which, 
however,  had  not  the  dcfircd  effect,  as  wi&afterwards 
appear. 

The 
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The  parliament,  which  was  at  Winchefter  in  the 
4th  of  Edward  111.  met  with  new  difficulties,  and 
it  was  once  more  adjourned  to  the  enfuing  parlia- 
ment, which  was  held  at  Weflminfter  the  fame  year. 
Here  all  parties  again  appeared,  when,  amongft 
other  things,  the  burgeffes  exhibited  a  certain  record 
under  the  feal  of  the  Exchequer,  whereby  it  appear- 
ed, that  in  the  1 2th  of  Henry  III.  1228,  the  king 
iffued  out  his  commiffion  to  Martin  of  Patefhall  and 
others,  (as  before  mentioned)  by  which  a  vetdi6l  was 
given,  on  the  oaths  of  forty-eight  of  the  principal 
gentlemen  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  that  the  haven 
did  wholly  belong  to  the  burgeffes  of  Great  Yarmouth, 
and  for  other  matters  there  agitated,  did  determine 
in  favour  of  the  laid  burgeffes ;  to  this  the  burgeffes 
added  all  their  charters  and  other  records,  granted 
by  the  different  kings,  all  which  tended  to  confirm 
the  faid  liberties  and  privileges. 

All  thefe  did  not  appear  conclufive  to  the  earl  of 
Richmond  and  his  tenants,  who  folicited  the  king 
to  order  another  commiffion,  to  enquire  into  the  ufe 
of  the  faid  liberties,  grants,  rights,  -and  privileges, 
in  order  to  come  to  an  inveiligation  of  the  truth  of 
thefe  matters. 

This  the  king  granted,  and  affigned  the  bifbop  of 
Winchefter,  then  lord  chancellor  of  England,  to  gd 
to  Norwich,  and  there  to  make  enquiry,  upon  the 
oaths  of  the  beft  men  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  of 
the  ufe  of  the  faid  grants,  and  in  whom  thefe  rights 
and  privileges  fliould  be.  At  the  fame  time,  the 
king  directed  his  writ  to  the  fheriff  of  the  faid  coun- 
ties, requiring  the  bodies  of  twenty-four  of  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  and  twenty-four  of  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  as  well  knights,  as  other  good  and  able 
men,  to  enquire  into  the  faid  matters,  and  to  give 

their 
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fheir  t'crdicl:  before  the  faid  lord  chancellor.  This 
reipeclablc  jury  being  fummoned,  impannellcd  an4 
fworn,  upon  hearing  of  the  faid  matters,  gave  their 
verdict  in  favour  of  the  burgeffes  againft  the  faid  earl 
of  Richmond  and  his  tenants,  the  men  of  Little 
Yarmouth  and  Gorlefton,  as  appears  by  the  record 
dated  2<$d  of  June,  1331,  in  the  ^th  of  Edw.  III. 

A  new  day  was  then  fixed  on  for  the  faid  parties 
to  appear  in  Chancery,  to  hear  judgment  in  the  pre- 
mifes,  and  they  meeting  accordingly,  the  king  moved 
the  faid  parties  to  put  all  the  faid  controverfies  to  be 
heard  and  determined  by  fuch  as  he  (hould  appoint ; 
which  being  agreed  to,  the  king  appointed  the  afore  - 
faid  bifliop  of  Winchefter,  lord  chancellor  of  Eng- 
land, the  lord  John  Stoneherd,  and  John  of  Cam- 
bridge, his  juflices,  Robert  of  Ufford,  and  Oliver 
of  Ingham,  and  Ralph  Nevel,  lleward  of  the  king's 
houfehold,  to  be  arbitrators  in  the  faid  controverfies, 
and  appointed  them  alfo  to  come  to  Yarmouth,  to 
view  the  premifes,  whence  arofe  thefe  controverfies, 
and  to  fettle  peace  and  good  underftanding  between 
the  faid  parties. 

Accordingly  they  came  down,  viewed  the  places, 
and  heard  the  faid  caufes  and  controverfies,  with  the 
chatters,  records,  and  allegations  of  both  parties ; 
the  refult  of  which  was,  ajinal  order  and  decree  in 
behalf  of  the  burgeffes  of  Great  Yarmouth,  agreea- 
ble to  their  ancient  grants  and  charters  ;  which  de- 
cree being  certified  to  the  king,  he  immediately 
granted  the  faid  burgeffes  a  new  charter,  in  full  con- 
firmation of  their  former  rights  and  privileges ;  dated 
at  Woodflock,  the  loth  day  of  July,  1332,  in  the 
6th  year  of  his  reign. 
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It  was  with  much  propriety  this  charter  recorn*- 
mended,  and  endeavoured  to  enforce,  tranquillity  and 
quiet  \  for  the  inhabitants  of  Little  Yarmouth  and 
Gorlefton,  in  defiance  of  the  king's  proclamation, 
and  other  means  ufed  to  reftrain  them,  were  guilty 
of  the  mofl  daring  infults  to  the  burgefTes  of  Great 
Yarmouth,  raifed  mobs,  and  committed  riot  after 
riot ;  the  confequence  of  which  was,  not  only  a  de- 
privation of  the  rights  and  properties  of  the  burgeffes, 
but  life  itfelf,  as  appears  by  authentic  records;  and- 
though  they  did  find  means  to  efcape  juftice  for  fe- 
veral  years,  the  greateft  part  of  them  were  at  laft 
taken  ;  fome  of  whom  were  tried  for  murder,  fome 
committed  to  the  Marfhalfea  pnfon,  and  forae  were 
fubinitted  to  the  king's  determination. 

In  the  gd  of  Edward  III.  1329,  fix  men  of  Gor- 
leflon  were  tried  for  taking  away,  by  force,  herrings 
and  other  goods,  to  the  amount  of  20!.  the  proper- 
ty of  Richard  Rofe,  of  Great  Yarmouth ;  and  the 
next  year  the  laid  Richard  Rofe  again  profecuted 
five  other  men  of  Gorlefton,  for  carrying  away  his 
veffel  by  force  and  arms,  value  lol. 

In  the  fame  ye^r  a!fo,  Henry  Randolph  implead- 
ed  fourteen  men  of  Gorlefton,  for  taking  away  30!. 
of  -his  cafh,  and  beating,  wounding,  imprifomng, 
and  otherwife  cruelly  treating  John  Whynhowe,  his 
fcrvant,  fo  that  he  was  deprived  of  his  fervices  for 
a  long  time* 

In  the  5th  of  that  king,  1331,  amongft  other  cafes, 
John  Elys  impleaded  eleven  men  of  Gorlefton,  for 
a  fimilar  offence.  And  in  the  fame  year  many  meu 
of  Little  Yarmouth  and  Gorlefton  were  judged,  for' 
murdering  a  man  in.  one  of  thefe  riotous  conflicts. 

However, 
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However,  by  the  above  charter,  the  rights  of  the 
burgcITes  being  more  clearly  determined,  and  more 
folemnly  ratified,  thefc  daring  affaults  and  contefls 
in  proportion  fubfided.  And  in  that  king's  yih  year, 
1333,  he  granted  the  burgeffes  an  aid  towards  the 
payment  of  their  fee-farm  rent,  by  another  charter, 
in  which  feveral  liberties  and  privileges  are  confirmed 
to  them  and  their  fucceffors,  efpecially  that  they 
"  fhall  ever  have  in  the  town  aforefaid,  the  tronage, 
and  fhall  receive  and  have  the  profits  thence  arifing, 
towards  payment  of  their  farm  of  the  town  aforefaid; 
and  that  they  fhall  be  for  ever  quit  of  toll,  ancho- 
rage, pannage,  paffage,  picage,  murage,  kayage, 
carriage,  and  rivage,  through  our  whole  kingdom 
and  dominion,  8cc." 

Thus  matters  continued,  without  any  material  in- 
terruption, till  the  12th  of  queen  Elizabeth,  1570, 
when  the  earl  of  Richmond,  and  his  tenants  of 
South-town,  or  Little  Yarmouth,  raifed  a  conteft 
about  the  ground  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  haven's 
mouth. 

In  1571,  by  an  order  of  affembly,  certain  perfons 
were  appointed  '*  To  take  all  fuch  horfes  as  fhall  be 
"  ferried  over  at  Gorlefton,  upon  Yarmouth  com- 
"  mon,  and  impound  the  fame  horfes ;  and  to  caufe 
"  the  owners  thereof  to  replevy  the  fame."  This 
was  in  confequence  of  fome  difputes  about  the  fer- 
ries, the  bridge  being  then  rebuilding. 

Other  differences  arifing  from  thefe,  the  whole 
matters  in  difpute  were  referred  to  the  arbitration  of 
fir  Chriftopher  Heydon  and  fir  William  Butts,  as 
appears 
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In  earner  a  Jlellata,  coram  dom  retina.  Sec.  i.  e.  "  In 
the  Star-Chamber,  before  our  lady  the  queen  and  her 
council  there,  on  Friday  the  ift  day  of  February, 
in  the  14th  year  of  the  reign  of  our  lady  queen 
Elizabeth." 

By  an  "  Order  and  decree,  made  and  fet  down  by 
commiffion  from  the  lords  and  others  of  her  Majefty's 
council,  directed  out  of  the  Star-Chamber,  upon 
fundry  controverfies  moved  between  the  bailiffs,  bur- 
geffes  and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Great  Yarmouth 
on  one  part,  and  fir  Henry  Jerningham,  km.  and  his 
tenants  and  men  of  Gorlefton,  of  the  other  part,  ex- 
emplified under  her  Majefly's  broad  leal."  The  dif- 
ferences fubfifting  were  fettled,  privileges  afcertairied, 
and  axvard  given,  under  certain  articles,  dated  at 
Weftminfter,  May  19,  1572,  mod  of  which  are 
flill  in  force,  particularly,  that  "  Sir  Henry  and  his 
heirs,  fhall  enjoy  their  foot-ferry  over  againft  Gor- 
leiton,  for  ever,  as  hath  been  ufed,  and  now  is." 

Thus  this  controverfy,  which  might  have  been 
carried  through  all  the  tedious  proceffes  of  their  dif- 
putes  with  the  earl  of  Richmond  and  his  tenants, 
was  judicioufly  referred  to  two  worthy  knights,  whofe 
award,  in  a  few  plain  articles,  was  more  concluftve 
and  fatisfa&ory  to  both  parties,  than  perhaps  all  the 
determinations  of  all  the  courts  of  juftice  they  might 
have  appealed  to. 

Notwithftanding  this,  about  fix  years  after,  in  the 
sift  of  Elizabeth,  1579,  when  that  queen  was  at 
Norwich,  upon  a  tour,  an  old  difpute  having  been 
revived  concerning  the  fale  of  "  hih  and  other  mer- 
chandizes at  the  town  of  Gorlefton,"  the  burgeffes 
obtained  a  letter  addreffed  to  the  fheriff  and  juftices 
of  Suffolk,  from  her  majeftyY  privy  council,  ionie 

of 
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of  whom  had  viewed  the  premifes,  forbidding  '•  fuch 
fair,  marker,  buying,  felling,  Sec."  Upon  which 
the  men  of  Gorleflon.  Lowefloft,  Aldborough,  Sec. 
petitioned  fora  repeal  of  that  prohibition,  which  oc- 
cafioned  the  burgeffes  again  to  produce  their  charters, 
&c.  in  their  juflification :  and  a  decree  was  made  by 
the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  "  that  the  faide  townc 
of  Create  Yermouthe,  and  the  bailiffs,  burgeffes, 
and  commonaltye  thereof,  fhall  ftande  poffeffed  of, 
and  quietlie  holde,  and  enjoy  the  faide  libertye  by 
them  cleymed,  8cc."  dated  the  24th  of  February,  in 
the  21  ft  of  Elizabeth,  1579. 

In  1616  the  bailiffs  petitioned  for  an  extenfion  of 
their  privileges  to  the  weft  fide  of  the  haven,  but 
we  do  not  meet  with  any  inftance  of  their  power 
there,  till  the  2Oth  of  Charles  II.  1668,  when  South- 
Town  was  incorporated  with  Great  Yarmouth.  This 
\vas  in  confequence  of  a  bill  brought  into  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  by  fir  Robert  Pafton,  knt.  on  behalf 
of  himfelf  and  the  men  of  South-Town,  or  Little 
Yarmouth,  in  the  i6th  of  that  king,  but  from  the 
oppofition  of  Great  Yarmouth,  the  incorporation  a& 
did  not  take  place  till  1668,  when  the  burgeffes 
thought  proper  to  make  a  virtue  of  neceflity,  as  the 
bill  had  been  already  paffed  three  years,  and  fettled 
the  terms  of  their  incorporation  with  fir  Robert  Pal- 
ton,  when  the  two  towns  were  accordingly  incorpo- 
rated. And  in  the  36th  of  that  king,  1684,  anew 
charter,  confirming  the  laid  incorporation,  with  an 
addition  of  privilege,  was  granted  to  Great  Yar- 
mouth ;  which  being  further  ftrengthened  by  a  char-' 
ter  afterwards  from  queen  Anne,  the  faid  town  re- 
mains fo  incorporated  to  this  day. 

But  this  union,  had  fir  Robert's  fchemefucceeded, 
would  have  proved  the  heavieft  ftroke  the  town  ever 

received 
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received  from  any  competitor ;  for  as  Toon  as  Little 
Yarmouth,  or  South-Town,  was  entitled  to  the  fame 
privileges  as  Great  Yarmouth,  fir  Robert  had  printed 
propofals  difperfed  through  the  kingdom  for  build- 
ing a  new  town  on  the  wed:  Tide  of  the  haven,  and 
had  caufed  maps  and  plans  of  the  intended  town  to 
be  made,  with  models  of  the  houfes  intended  to  be 
built.  In  thefe  propofals  fir  Robert  expatiated  largely 
on  the  conveniences  of  the  lituation,  the  advantages 
that  were  likely  to  be  gained  by  the  inhabitants,  fu- 
pcrior  to  thofe  of  Yarmouth,  having  the  fame  privi- 
leges, without  the  inconveniences  of  that  town. 

Yet  all  this  difplay  of  probable  emolument,  and 
apparent  convenience,  does  not  fcem  to  have  had 
any  other  effect  than  the  disappointment  of  fir  Ro- 
bert's hopes,  and  the. clifconcerting  of  his  plan;  for, 
whether  the  public  had  entertained  an  unfavourable 
idea  of  the  fituation,  from  the  frequent  quarrels  of 
the  two  towns,  or  whether  the  advantages  fet  forth 
iu  fir  Robert's  propofals  were  viewed  in  a  vifionary 
light,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  houfes  were  built ; 
fo  that  Little  Yarmouth  is  in  much,  the  fame  fituaiion 
at  prefent  as  it  was  at  that  time. 

In  the  fame  year,  1684,  the  burgeffes,'  at  an  af- 
feinbly  held  the  21  ft  of  March,  came  to  a  refolution 
of  formally  furrendering  to  Charles  II.  all  their  char- 
ters, freedoms,  liberties,  and  franchifes,  as  a  ratifica- 
tion, of  their  profeflions  of  loyalty  to  him,  and  to  wipe 
off  the  fiain  of  their  attachment  to  the  parliament, 
which  we  have  before  had  occafion  to  mention. 
This,  however,  was  not  done  without  "  the  tender 
of  their  inoft  humble  duty  to  his  majefty,  and  affu- 
rance  of  their  ftedfaft  relolution  to  fcrve  his  majefly 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  humbly  praying  his 
inajcfty  that  he  would  vouchfafe  to  regrant  them  fuch 
M  liberties. 
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liberties,  privileges  and  franchifes.  as   to   him  in  his 
princely  goodnefs  fliould  feem  moft  fir.11 

This  furrender  had  the  defired  effefi ;  and  a  new 
charter,  again  incorporating  Great  and  Little  Yar- 
mouth, confirming  their  old  privileges,  and  invert- 
ing them  with  new  ones,  was  accordingly  granted ; 
by  which  the  fiile  of  the  corporation  was  changed 
from  bailiffs,  Sec.  to  that  of  "  the  mayoi\  aldermen, 
T>urgefles,  and  commonalty  of  the  burgh  of  Great 
Yarmouth." 

The  obtaining  of  this  charter  was  looked  upon 
(as  very  well  it  might)  in  fo  important  a  light,  that 
the  day  on  which  it  was  to  be  brought  into  the 
town,  a  grand  cavalcade  of  three  or  four  hundred 
horfemen,  befides  a  number  of  coaches,  and  people 
on  foot,  met  it  on  the  road,  and  accompanied  it 
into  town,  where  it  was  delivered  to  the  mayor  elecl, 
George  Ward,  efq.  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the 
inhabitants ;  when,  after  duly  {wearing  in  all  the 
officers,  Sec.  of  the  corporation,  the  whole  company 
'partook  of  a  magnificent  entertainment  provided  by 
the  new  mayor,  where  many  loyal  healths  were 
drank,  accompanied  by  the  ringing  of  bells,  firing 
of  guns,  bonfires,  mufic,  8cc,  the  whole  of  which 
was  conduced  and  concluded  with  becoming  decen- 
cy and  decorum. 

This  form  of  government,  however,  did  not  re- 
main  long  to  them;  for  James  II.  in  his  4th  year, 
1688,  revoked  their  new  charter,  and  put  them, 
with  '  every  other  town  in  England,  upon  the 
'  fame  footing  they  were  on  before  their  furrender  to 
Charles  II.  but  the  incorporation  of  Great  and  Little 
Yarmouth  fliil  remained,  which  being  confirmed  by 
another  charter  from  queen  Anne,  and  the  tide  of 

mayor, 
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mayor,  aldermen,  &c.  being  again  reftorcd,  the  fame 
has  continued  ever  fincc. 

Hence  a  period  was  put  to  their  numerous  dif- 
pntcs  and  contentions ;  for  as  thefe  chiefly  origina- 
ted from  a  clcfue  ol  fupcriority,  and  a  jealoufy  of 
each  others  privileges  and  prerogatives,  their  liber- 
lies  and  f  ranch  ifes  no  fooncr  became  common,  than 
quarrels  and  comroverfies  gave  place  to  peace  and 
"unanimity. 

But  thefe  contcfls  we  have  been  treating  of,  were 
not  the  only  ones  the  town  was  engaged  in.  Caftor, 
'in  Fle'gg  hundred,  was  frequently  an  obje&  of  their 
contention,  and  embroiled  them  in  litigious  difputcs. 

The  origin  of  thefe  fecms  to  have  been  Grub's 
Haven,  or  Cockle-Wafer,  which  had  been  a  haven  in 
KcUvard  the  Confeffor's  time,  and  was  then  eflecmed 
•the  boundary  between  Yarmouth  and  Caftor ;  but 
afterwards  it  was  choaked  up  with  fand  and  gravel, 
rendered  unnavigable,  and  became  at  laft  pafiure 
laud.  J:i  procefs  of  time  (fcarce  any  vefliges  of  this 
haven  being  left)  many  difputes  arofe,  in  either  town, 
concerning  the  ascertaining  their  true  boundaries. 

In  the  sSth  of  Edward  I.  1300,  many  inhabi- 
tants of  Yarmouth  were  attached  to  fhew  caufe,  why 
they  had  taken  away  goods  and  chattels  found  at 
Caftor,  to  the  value  of  40!.  belonging  to  Hugh  Bar- 
dolph,  then  lord  of  one  ol  the  manors  of  Caflor, 
and  others  at  Caftor;  and  though  the  iiTue  of  this 
iuit  does  not  appear,  yet  it  is  prefumed,  from  feve- 
ral  circumftances,  that  Yarmouth  obtained  a  verdicl, 
and  that  this  determination  reconciled,  for  a  time, 
all  thnilar  difputes. 

M  2  But 
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But  in  the  time  of  Richard  IT.  we  find  feveral 
amercements  of  the  men  of  Caftor,  for  driving  oft 
Yarmouth  common,  and  impounding  at  Ca  tor,  ie- 
vcral  beafts,  fee.  And  in  the  isth  of  that  king,  it 
appears  that  ••  Godfrey  Harvey  and  John  Berd  o 
Caftor,  have  found  a  piece  of  wax  worth  ten  marks, 
within  the  liberty,  caft  afhore  by  the  fea,  as  wreck, 
and  carried  it  with  them  out  of  the  liberty  to  th< 
town  of  Cattor.  and  not  delivered  it  to  the  bailitts, 
&c  "  Upon  which  the  finders  were  held  to  bail 
and  a  fuit  commenced;  but  how  it  was  determined 
does  not  appear. 

Several  fimilar  contefts  happened  in  the  reigns  of 
HcnrvlV.  and  Henry  VIII.  on  which  Mr.  Manfhip 
fays/  "  Many  fuits,  and  troubles,  were  moved    by 
either  party   in   the  vehementeft  manner  that  migl 
be    each  chacing  and  impounding  the  other's  cattle 
as  extremities  of  law  would  permit  them  ;  Yarmouth 
not   fparing   the   very  bailiffs    themfelves,  if  at  any 
time  thev  were  remifs  in  maintaining  their  liberties 
And  indeed  we  find  the  bailiffs  have  been  amerced, 
for  not  making  their  annual  perambulations,  in   or- 
der to  commemorate,  by  marks,  Sec.  the  true  limits 
of  the  town,  by   land  and  water. 

This  neceffary  memento,  however,  had  been  fo 
lon<r  nedeaed,  that  in  the  15th  of  Henry  Mil.  Ja- 
nuary ad,  1524,  the  inhabitants  of  Caftor,  (at  the 
inftance  of  fir  William  Pafton,  then  lord  of  both 
the  manors)  were  emboldened  to  enter  and  take  pol- 
feffion  of  this  difputable  piece  of  ground,  contain- 
ing about  400  acres,  fituated  between  Grub's  Haven 
on  the  north  fide,  and  the  (tone  crofs  on  the  iouth; 
zmd  on  the  27th  of  February,  thirty  or  forty  people 
came  and  carried  oft  from  the  fame  ground,  levcral 
pieces  of  ordnance,  which  were  wrecked  at  lea;  a 

privilege 
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privilege  which  Yarmouth  had   before  claimed   and 
enjoyed. 

Other  inftances  of  this  nature  occur,  the  determi- 
nations of  which  difputes  do  not  apnear  both  par 
ties  continuing  equally  firm  in  die  fupport  of  their 
Separate  claims,  till  the  year  1545,  when  the  bur- 
gelies  made  application  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk  then 
on  a  commifficn  to  furvcy  the  fortifications  of  Yar- 
mouth, who  promifod  his  interceffion  with  the  kins: 
that  this  paint  might  be  fettled. 

Accordingly,  a  commiffion  was  ordered  the   next 
year    the  refult  of  which  was,   a  tripartite  indenture 
dated  the  3cth  of  April,   bv  which  it  was  concluded 
inat  the  boundaries  of  the  two  towns-  fhould  be  af- 
certamed   by  rails  and  a  ditch,  to  be  made  twelve 
feet    wide,    m   the   middle   between    the   crofs    and 
Grub  s  Haven  ;   for  which  purpofe,  two  men  of  Yar- 
mouth, and  two  of  Caftor,  were    ro   extend   a  line 
from  one  to  the  other;     and  that  Yarmouth  fhould 
maintain  the  eaft,  and  Caftor  the  weft  part,  for  ever 
Ihis  wotk   the  burgefles  began  on  the  1 2th  of  May 
in  the  .ame  year,  and  completed  it  in  ei-ht  days 
when  a  crofs  was  dug  on  the  common,  on  either  fide 
of  the  fence,  which  croffes  were  to  be  kept  open  as 
cs  of  their  feparate  boundaries,  and  adually  con- 
tinued till  the  making  the  prefent  road  between  Yar 
rnouth  and  Caftor  in  1712. 

Thus   this   difagreeable  controverfy   was   decided 
equitably,  and  to  the   mutual   fatisfaclion  of   both 
ics,  -who  were  now  no   longer  liable   to  violent 
Krages   and   vexatious   litigations,  in  order  to  de- 
termine what  was  and  was  not  their  property    their 
limits  being  now  fixed  beyond  difpute ;  and  that  they 
might  not  find  a  bone  of  contention  in  the  boundary 
M  3  itfelf. 
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itfelf.  the  decree  ordains  the  ditch  to  be  kept  in  r.:  •-• 
pair  by  iir  \Villiam  Paflon,  the  rails  by  the  bui- 
gcffes. ' 

BeGdes  thefe  difputes  we  have  been  treating  of,  it 
appears  that  in  the  i  2th  of  Henry  VI.  1434.  the 
burgefTcs  were  engaged  in  a  contefl  with  the  citizens 
of"  Norwich,  concerning  a  demand  of  cranage  from 
the  faid  citizens,  on  the  exporting  and  importing 
their  goods,  which  they  refilled  to  pay,  and  there- 
upon brought  a  writ  out  of  Chancery,  alledging  the 
illegality  of  the  demand;  upon  which  a  return  was 
made  to" the  difad vantage  of  the  citizens.  But  tho' 
they  failed  in  their  principal  object,  they  obtained  a 
verdict  againft  the  burgetfes  with  rcfpecl  to  a  new 
crane  thev  had  then  creeled,  and  obliged  them  to 
remove  it  to  a  more  convenient  place. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  clofe  this  account  with 
an  obfervation  on  the  caulc  and  origin  of  many  of 
thefe  controverfics,  which  feem  to  have  owed  their 
rife  to  the  many  grams  and  indulgencies  claimed  by 
individuals  and  communities  on  feveral  accounts. 
The  tenants  of  lands  heid  in  demean  of  the  crown, 
claimed  a  general  exemption,  and  of "  courfe  refufed 
to  pay  the  toils  demanded,  here  for  their  goods  ex-i 
ported  or  imported.  Another  caufe  of  contention 
aroie  from  privileges  and  frar.chifes  granted  to  diffe- 
rent  communities,  by  charters  of  later  date  than  thac 
of  king  John,  with  which  they  very  frequently  clafh- 
ed;  as  it  often  happened  that  the  liberties  granted 
by  one  charter  to  one  community,  were  incompatible 
with,  and  contradicted  thofe  of  another  charter, 
claimed  by  another  community.  And  here  priority 
of  date  does  not  always  feem  to  have  been  regarded 
by  the  parties  concerned,  who  were  generally  ib  at- 
tached to  the  letter  of  their  grants,  that  there  ap- 
peared 


£  A  S  T    F  L  E  G  G.  147 

pearcd  no  other  probable  means  of  fettling  their  clif-. 
putes,  than  by  referring  them  to  others,  and  decid- 
ing them  by  arbitration. 


Of  YARMOUTH  FREE  FAIR,  and  the  various 
Difputes  and  Contejls  between  the  Cinque  Ports  and 
Yarmouth  relative  thereto, 

WE  have  before  had  occafion  to  mention  the  an- 
nual concourfe  of  people  to  the  fpot  where  Yar- 
mouth now  Hands,  for  the  feveral  purpofes  of  catch- 
ing, curing,  and  difpofrng  of  herrings,  whence  we 
inferred  the  origin  of  the  free  fair;  in'which  it  ap- 
pears the  fifhermen  of  the  Cinque-Ports  were  princi- 
pals, and  thence  claimed  and  actually  undertook, 
the  government  of  that  annual  refort.  We  fhall 
here,  then,  refume  the  fubjed,  and,  for  the  better 
information  of  the  reader,  relate  fucli  particulars  of 
the  Cinque-Ports  as  may  be  a  neceffary  elucidation, 
of  their  connections,  and  confequent  difputes  with 
Yarmouth. 

Les  Cinque  Ports,  that  is,  the  Five  Ports,  from  their 
ealtcrn  fituation  on  the  coafl  of  England,  immedi- 
ately oppofite  to  that  of  France,  had  acquired  the 
reputation  of  fending  out  the  mod  expert  mariners 
of  any  in  the  kingdom,  and  were  accordingly  much, 
confided  in  by  the  kings  of  England,  from  whom 
they  obtained  a  particular  policy  and  jurifdi&ion  oE 
their  own,  were  nominated,  by  way  of  eminence,  the 
Cinque-Ports,  and  were  governed  by  fome  noblemen, 
bearing  the  title  of  Lord  Warden. 

The  five  principal  towns,  from  waich  they  are  de- 
nominated,   are  Haftings,  Dover,  Hithe,  Romney, 
M  4  and- 
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and  Sandwich,   to   which  fcveral  members  were  ad- 
ded. 

Camden  fays,  that  William  the  Conqueror  firfl 
appointed  a  warden  of  the  Cinque-Ports,  who,  f:o:a 
the  feveral  cuftoms  and  privileges  granted  them,  con- 
tinues to  have  the  authority  of  an  admiral,  and*  it 
fues  out  warrants  in  his  own  name.  This  officer, 
or  limenarcha,  the  fame  author  adds,  fecms  to  have 
been  created  in  imitation  of  the  Roman  littoris  SrtK- 
6nici  comes,  or  trattus  maritinri  come.),  the  carl  of  the 
Saxon  fhorc,  or  earl  of  the  fca-coaft,  an  officer  with 
nine  fea-ports  under  his  charge,  eflablifhed  for  the 
defence  of  the  coatls  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  EfFex  and 
Kent. 

Their  grand  privileges  came  from  king  John  ; 
who  being  cUftrelled  to  fit  out  a  fleet  of  fhips  for  the 
recovery  of  his  Norman  dominions,  lately  loft,  in- 
dulged them  with  a  charter,  on  condition  "  that  they 
fliould  provide  for  him  fifty-feven.  fliips  for  forty 
days,  at  their  own  charge,  as  often  as  the  wars  he 
was  engaged  in  fhould  give  him  occalion  to  demand 
them." 

Amongfl  their  liberties,  the  barons  of  the  Cinque- 
Ports  had  fome  privileges  granted  at  Yarmouth,  or 
rather  they  were  confirmed;  for  they  had  holden 
them  by  prefcription  long  before.  But  thcfe  privi- 
leges interfering  with  fome  of  thofe  granted  to  the 
burgelles  of  Yarmouth,  by  the  lame  king,  occafion- 
ed  fuck  confufion,  difcords,  outrages,  and  domeftic 
wars,  as  perhaps  were  never  before  known,  lor  ib 
long  a  time,  between  any  two  communities  in  the 
Britifh  dominions;  and  which  were  lomeiimes  ca.n- 
cd  to  fuch  horrid  extremities,  that  the  whole  nation 
was -alarmed  at  their  mutual  depredations. 

Thcfe 
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Thefe  feern  to  have  originated  from  the  idea  that 
each  entertained  of  their  own  importance  from  thefe 
iie'.vlv  acouiied  grants,  and  a  corifcqnent  tenacity  of 
their  particular  privileges,  at  that  time,  perhaps, 
;  ascertained.  And  this  anpears  the  more 

pr-vUiLile,  if  we  confider  that  (as  we  have  before  in- 
tii.ualed)  the  iole  management  of  the  fair,  whence 
the  town  arofe,  was  originally  in  the  Cinque-Ports, 
though  afterwards  in  conjunction  with  the  king's  pro- 
voit,  and  after  the  incorporation,  with  the  bailiffs  of 
the  town. 

At  the  time  when  our  kings  had  real,  as  well  as 
nominal  poffeffions  in  France,  the  fifhermen  from, 
the  coaits  of  France,  Flanders,  Holland,  Zealand, 
8cc.  as  well  as  th.ife  of  England,  reforted  to  this 
fair,  together  with  a  great  number  of  merchants  and 
traders  from  moll  of  our  capital  inland  towns; 
whence  the  feveral  orders,  dites,  and  decrees,  iffued 
from  the  throne,  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  the 
bailiffs  of  Yarmouth  and  the^Cinque-Ports,  will  nor, 
appear  extraordinary. 

That  the  Cinque-Ports  firft  fcnt  bailiffs  to  Yar- 
mouth, to  fuperintend  the  fair,  we  have  before  ob- 
ferved ;  and  though  that  parade  has  been  a  long  time 
difcontinued,  a  ihort  account  of  it  may  not  be  uncn- 
tertaining. 

The  number  of  bailiffs  fent  was  not  always  the 
fame.  In  the  131!!  of  Edward  I.  1285,  we  find  ten 
in  commiffion ;  but  it  is  to  be  obferved  that  only 
the  five  ports  and  the  two  ancient  towns  (Rye  and 
Winchelfea)  were  concerned  in  fending  them,  the 
members  being  exempted.  In  that  year,  we  find 
Haitmgs  fent  one  bailiff,  Dover  one,  Hithe  two, 
Rye  one,  Romney  two,  Winchelfea  two,  and  Sand- 
wich 
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wkh  one.  They  were  generally  preceded,  in  their 
forma!  entry.  &c.  by  four  ferjeancs ;  the  two  firftr 
earning  white  rods,  thr  next  a  banner,  or  ftandard, 
the  otber  a  horn. 

After  Yarmouth  and  the  Cinqne-Ports  had  obja-n- 
ed  their  refpe&ive  charter;,  the  frequent  riots  and 
cmenoens  between  them,  on  account  of  their  liber* 
ties  and  privileges,  occafioned  the  granting  that  fa- 
rncus  ordinance,  called  "  The  Diu,n  whereby  Ed- 
ward I.  in  his  5th  year,  1277,  confirmed  dai  and 
JtremJ.  to  the  Cinqae  Ports,  at  Yarmouth,  and  grant- 
ed them  fevcral  other  liberties  there,  which  he  fur- 
ther confirmed  in  his  charter  to  them  the  following 
year.  And  by  a  fpecial  pardon  granted  to  Yarmouxh 
by  that  king,  in  his  loth  year,  1282,  it  appears  that 
fereral  trefpafles  and  damages  were  done  to  the 
ports  upon  the  fea  coaft,  as  far  as  Shoreham  and 
Pordraouth,  by  the  people  of  Yarmouth,  for  which 
they  were  fined  one  thousand  pounds ;  nor  does  this 
appear  to  be  the  firft  iaftaace  of  that  nature. 

In  the  gift  of  that  Ling,  it  appears,  upon  the 
esih  of  twenty  good  and  lawful  men,  thai  Yarmouth 
ir?d  feflained  damages  bv  the  port f men  to  the  enor-: 
FIOUS  arooont  of  20,1  j-SL  a  prodigious  fum  at  that. 
thjte. 

I:  iras  alfb  recorded  by  Hollingflied  in  his  Chro- 
xicSe,  that  in  the  25^  'of  the  laid  king,  "That  . 
"  king  pa£og  imo  Flanders,  to  4be  a&ftance  of  the 
"  earl  thereof,  being  no  fooner  en  land,  but  the 
"  men  ef  the  ports  and  Yarmouth,  through  an  old 
'ce  long  depending-  between  them,  fell  toge- 
••  tber  dad  fought  on  the  fea  witb  fnch  fcin*,  that, 
••  not  woi»femdfrig  the  kick's  coimcaDdBicne  to  the 


EAST    F  L"E  G  G.  151 

^  contrary,  twenty  five  fliips  of  Yarmouth,  and  their 
"  partakers,  were  burnt,  ice.1' 

But  Manfhip  obfervcs,  that  in  the  town's  record 
of  dm  year,  he  did  not  find  that  fo  many  were 
burnt;-  but  by  a  -complaint  and  pr-efcntment  made 
to  his  inajefty,  it  appears  that  thirty-fevcn  (hips  were 
greatly  damaged  by  die  portfmcn,  i 7  i  men  killed, 
and  goods  to  the  value  of  i  5,3561.  were  fpoiled  and 
taken  from  them,  "  of  which,  continues  he,  a  grie- 
"  vous  requital  was  not  long  after  made  by  die  men 
"  of  Yarmouth  againit  the  portimui." 

Tliefe  diflurbances  continuing  till  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward III.  that  king,  in  his  loth  year,  made  an- 
other ordinance  for  the  piefervation  of  peace  be- 
tween them;  which  proving  yet  ineffectual,  further 
agreements  were  made  in  his  31  ft  and  ggd  years. 
Thefe  flill  had  not  the  defired  effect.  The  calms 
ef  peace  fuccecded  the  itorms  of  riot  and  confufion, 
only  to  make  way  for  a  fuccceding  one,  often  more 
fatal  than  the  former,  till  the  i  oth  of  Richard  II. 
13^7,  when  thefe  enormities  had  arifen  to  fuch  a 
height,  that  they  not  only  involved  whole  families 
in  all  the  calamities  of  ruin  and  diflrefs,  deprived 
the  poor  of  their  comfort,  and  the  rich  of  their  pof- 
feffions,  but  interrupted  the  atFairs  of  the  public,  and 
were  alarming  to  the  whole  nation. 

In  that  year,  therefore,  the  king  made  another 
agreement  between  them,  which  he  commanded  to 
be  proclaimed  throughout  all  his  dominions,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  to  be  kept  under  a  grievous 
penalty  to  be  inflicled  on  the  firft  offender.  By  means 
of  this  proclamation,  a  more  peaceable  conducl  was 
obfcrved  to  each  i'th  or  fome  time,  but  icarce  a 
year  palled  without  iome  little  contefi  or  petiy  dif- 

turbance, 
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turbance,  till  matters  were  finally  fettled  to  their  mu- 
tual fatisfaclion  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  at 
lead  for  that  time. 

But  to  return.  In  the  311}  of  Edward  III.  i?,';, 
the  Jlatute.  of  herrings  was  enacted;  at  which  time 
\ve  find  the  whole  legiflature  interefted  in  thefe 
alarming  difputes,  and  deliberating  on,  and  making 
laws  and  ordinances  for  their  better  government. 
The  original  of  this  ftatute  is  in  French,  a  tranflation 
of  which,  we  apprehend,  would  be  thought  by  mott 
readers  neither  inilruclive  nor  entertainin. 


In  the  lyth  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  1575,  a 
conteft  arofe  between  Yarmouth  and  the  Cinque- 
Ports,  concerning  prcnomination  in  the  proclamation 
and  flile  of  the  court.  To  determine  which,  with 
fome  other  controverfies,  both  parties  had  agreed  to 
a  deputation  in  London;  but  that  of  the  Cinque- 
Ports  not  appearing  according  to  agreement,  the  bur- 
geffes  write  to  them  a  letter,  dated  at  Yarmouth, 
Aug.  20,  1575. 

Amongfl  many  fchemes  for  effecting  a  more  perfect 
and  permanent  reconciliation  between  thefe  contend- 
ing parties,  at  this  time  in  agitation,  it  was  propoicd 
to  make  Yarmouth  a  member  of  the  Cinque-Ports, 
as  appears  by  a  motion  made  for  that  purpofe  by  the 
bailiffs  of  the  Cinque-Ports,  the  iGth  of  October, 
1574,  in  the  i6th  of  Elizabeth,  to  which  the  major 
part  of  the  corporation  of  Yarmouth  affentcd.  And 
on  the  2(jth  of  the  fame  month,  it  was  agreed  at  an 
affembly  then  holden,  "  That  the  two  following 
"  things  be  remembered  at  the  parliament,  viz.  to 
*'  make  this  town  a  member  of  the  Cinque-Ports, 
'•  and  that  the  fetts  on  the  waters  be  granted  to  the 
"  town  in  fee."  But  whether  this  was  ever  brought 

before 
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before  the  houfe,  or  by  what  means  it  was  not  ef- 
iecled,  does  not  appear. 

In  the  1 8th  of  Elizabeth,  1576,  hoxvever,  nil 
matters  were  finally  fettled  by  commiffioners  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe,  and  an  award  publiflitd, 
to  the  fatisfadion  of  both  parties,  in  ten  articles. 

According  to  the  indorfement  of  thefe  ten  articles, 
the  firlt  alternate  prcnomination  after  was  in  the 
Cinque  Ports,  determined  by  the  two  commiffioners 
appointed,  by  calling  lots. 

After  this  we  do  not  find  any  thing  material  upon 
record,  contrary  to  peace  and  good  order,  till  1634, 
when  Edward  Owner,  one  of  the  bailiffs  of  Yar- 
mouth, refufed  the  ports  bailiffs  their  ufual  feat  with, 
them,  and  othervvife  infulted  them,  which  caufed 
them  to  petition  to  the  earl  of  Arundel  and  Surry, 
then  earl  Marfhal,  who  accommodated  the  difference, 
and  recommended  a  more  courteous  carriage  and 
friendly  demeanor,  in  future. 

All  animofitics.  at  lead  of  any  import,  feem  here 
to  have  terminated,  there  being  nothing  upon  re- 
cord contrary  to  that  fuppofition.  But  in  1662,  for 
what  reafon  does  not  appear,  the  annual  compofition 
of  3!.  6s.  was  not  paid  to  the  bailiffs  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  nor  does  it  feem  that  the  Ports  fent  any  more 
bailiffs  in  a  public  capacity  after  that  time.  Some 
of  their  h'fhermen,  indeed,  called  by  the  people 
of  Yarmouth,  Weft  countrymen,  did  continue  to  come, 
in  different  numbers,  as  occalion  required,  till  1/56, 
fince  which  time  not  one  of  them  has  come  to  the 
fair. 

From 
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From  fome  time  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
till  the  above-mentioned  year,  when  Yarmouth  dif- 
continued  payment  of  the  compofition,  the  Ports 
had  only  feat  two  bailiffs  to  the  fair. 


Manner  of  ekcling,  fending,  find,  receiving  the  PORT* 
BAILIFFS. 

THE  two  bailiffs  that  were  fent  to  Yarmouth  were 
diftinguifhed  by  the  appellations  of  bailiff  of  the 
EaJl-Ports,  and  bailiff  of  the.  Wcjt- Ports. 

Unde'r  the  denomination  of  Eaft'-Ports  were  Sand- 
wich, Dover,  Hithe,  and  Romney  ;  that  of  the 
Writ-Ports,  Haftings,  Rye,  and  Winchclfea. 

Haftings  and  Dover  fent  together  one  year ;  Hithe 
and  Rye  another  ;  Haftings  and  Romney  next;  then 
Sandwich  and  Winchelfea.  So  that  from  the  want 
of  another  port,  Haftings  fent  two,  in  the  rotation, 
to  the  other's  one. 

They  were  generally  elected  in  June  or  July  by 
the  common  affemblies  of  the  particular  towns  whofe 
turn  it  was  to  fend,  and  were  prefented  to  the  general 
afTembly  of  the  Cinque-Ports,  and  the  towns  of  Rye 
and  Winchelfea,  on  Tuefday  after  the  feaft  of  St* 
Margaret,  to  be  by  them  approved,  acknowledged, 
confirmed,  and  deputed,  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
Cinque  Ports  at  Yarmouth  free-fair.  And  if  any 
objection  appeared  to  either  of  the  perfons  elected, 
an  order  was  given  for  another  to  be  elected  in  his 
ftead.  The  perfons  chofen  were  jurats  of  the  parti- 
cular towns  where  they  are  elecled,  and  have  their 
commiffions  fealed,  one  by  the  common  feal  of  the 
Ea{l-Ports,  the  other  by  that  of  the  Weft-PoriS. 

The 
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1  he  day  before  Michaelmas  clay  was  the  time 
fixed  on  for  their  coming  to  Yarmouth,  to  a  houfe 
hired  lor  that  purpofe ;  and  with  them  came  their 
learned  counfel,  a  town-clerk,  two  ferjeants  bearing 
white  rods,  one  French-hoin  man,  one  ftandard 
bearer,  carrying  a  banner  of  the  arms  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  and  a  jailor.  When  arrived  they  were  waited 
yn  at  their  houfe  by  the  body  corporate  of  Yarmouth, 
in  their  formalities,  who  gave  them  welcome,  and 
entertained  them  that  evening. 

The  next  day  the  Port  bailiffs,  repaired  to  church 
to  hear  divine  iervice,  when  they  were  invited  by  the 
bailiffs  of  Yarmouth  to  take  place  with  them  in  their 
{'cat.  This  was  mere  courtefy,  for  the  Ports  bail  ids 
could  not  claim  iuch  honorary  indulgence  by  right. 

After  fervice  was  over  they  took  leave,  and  the 
bailiffs  of  Yarmouth,  with  their  brethren  in  their 
fcarlet  robes,  directly  proceeded  to  the  loll-houfe, 
where  the 'bailiffs  elccl,  having  taken  their  charge, 
and  the  inferior  officers  being  cholen  and  (worn,  lent 
for  the  Port  bailiffs,  who  generally  on  their  fir  ft  en-, 
trance  made  a  fhort  fpccdi,  purporting  the  nature 
of  their  office,  and  cidiring  to  be  received  and  re- 
{peeled  accordingly  ;  at  the  lame  time  exhibiting  ta 
-the  bailiffs  of  Yarmouth  their  nvo  commilfions  from 
the  Eafl  and  Weft-Ports,  which  being  read  in  open 
court,  they  were  then,  and  not  before,  admitted  to 
.  take  place  \vitii  the  bailiffs  of  Yarmouth. 

After  this  the  names  of  them  and  their  attendants 
were  recorded  by  the  recorder  of  Yarmouth,  or  his 
deputy,  in  the  court  book  for  the  following  year. 
Then  they  all  viewed  the  prifoncrs  in  Yarmouth, 
goal,  and  agreed  upon  the  holding  of  the  firft  lair- 
court;  whence  they  adjourned  to  the  hall,  where  the 

Fort* 
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Port  bailiffs  were  entertained  at  dinner  by  the  fenior 
Yarmouth  bailiff,  and  at  fupper  by  his  copartner  ; 
the  whole  day  and  evening  paifed  in  iocial  mirth  and 
feflivity. 

On  the  firft  court  day,  a  jury  of  twelve  men,  fix 
from  Yarmouth  and  fix  from  the  Ports,  were  fum- 
moned,  and  called  the  quefl  of  the  free-fair.  Thefe 
were  to  enquire  into  offences  and  mifdemeanors 
committed  during  the  free-fair,  and  to  deliberate  on 
feveral  other  matters,  -exprcffed  in  articles  delivered 
to  them ;  agreeable  to  whofe  verdid  offenders  were 
to  be  punifhed. 

On  the  fecond  court  day  (which  was  generally  in 
the  following  week)  the  junior  bailiff  provided  an 
elegant  dinner  for  the  Port  bailiffs,  to  which  were 
alfo  invited  the  aldermen  of  Yarmouth,  their  bre~ 
thren,  wives,  Sec. 

In  return  for  thefe  civilities,  the  Port  bailiffs  kept 
open  houfe,  in  a  manner,  during  their  ftay  ;  for  all 
the  principal  gentry  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood 
found  a  welcome  at  their  table,  and  their  own  coun- 
trymen in  particular  looked  upon  their  houfe  as  their 
proper  home.  To  contribute,  in  fome  meafure,  to 
thefe  entertainments,  the  Port  bailiffs,  generally 
brought  with  them  fixteen  or  eighteen  hogfheads  of 
excellent  beer,  an  article  which  in  fuch  perfection 
they  could  not  fo  conveniently  meet  with  in  thefe 
parts. 

But  a  more  immediate  compliment  was  made  to 
the  people  of  Yarmouth,  by  a  fplendid  feaft  made 
in  the  third  week  bv  the  Port  bailiffs,  for  which  all 
the  delicacies  of  the  feafon  were  collected  and  pro- 
fufely  fpread  on  the  tables,  and  to  which  not  only 

the 
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the  bailiffs,  aldermen,   fcc.  were  invited,  but  all  the 
principal  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  the  place. 

A  few  clays  after  this,  the  port  bailiffs  took  their 
leave  and  returned  home,  where  they  made  a  formal 
icport  of  their  proceedings  at  the  free-fair  to  the 
whole  brotherhood  affemblcd ;  which  proceedings 
were  by  them  duly  recorded,  and  for  which  they 
received  the  commendations  or  difcommendations  of 
the  iaid  brotherhood,  according  as  they  approved  or 
difapproved  of  them. 

Hence  we  may  perceive,  that  their  flay  at  the  fair 
was  feldom  much  more  than  three  weeks,  though, 
by  charter  they  were  to  remain  there  forty  days  ;  but 
it  was  by  mutual  confent  of  both  parties  that  they 
ieperated  fo  loon,  otherwife  their  liberties  were  in 
danger. 

ARTICLES  for  the  better  regulation  and  govern- 
ment of  the  fair,  as  they  were  weekly  proclaimed, 
during  the  time  of  the  fair,  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth. 

I.  "  We  comaundc  you,  in  the  q.  majeflies  be- 
halfe,  and  on  the  behalfe  of  the  q.  majedies  balifes 
here  prefente,  that  have  the  "peace  to  keepe,  and  fulle 
power  of  aflize,  that  none  be  fo  hardye  to  make  anye 
affault,  affraye,  or  ryottes,  neyther  anye  other  thinge, 
agenfte   the   peace,  werebye  the  fayer  maye  be  dif- 
touibed  and  lette,  under  the  payrie  and  perrylle  that 
fliall  enfewe. 

II.  "  Alfo,  that  no  perfonne,  of  what  eflate  or 
condition  he   be,  beare  anye   armoure   uppon  him 
agenfle  the  peace,  under  the  like  payne  and  perrylle. 

N  III 
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III.  "  Alfo,  that  every  matter  of  everye  fliippe 
or  boate,    have  his   whole  fellowfhippe  within   the 
fliippe  bourde,  from  the  goenge  downe  of  the  loime 
unto  the  forme  arifcnge,  as  he  wille  anfwer  for  them, 
under  the  payne  and  perrylle  aforefaide. 

IV.  "  Alfo,  that   no  fhippes   chardge,  nor  dif- 
chardge  in  anye  place  within  (even  lewkes,   but  on- 
lye   at  rhe  towne  of  Create  Yermouthe,  under  the 
payne  and  perrylle  of  the   lofle  of  their  fliippe  and 
gooddes,  accordinge  to   the  flatute  in  that  behalfe 
made. 

V.  "  Alfo,  that  every  baker  keep  the  affize  of 
breade  in  the  fourme  of  the  flatute,  and  that  theye 
felle  fower  loaves  for  a  pennye,  two  loaves  for  a  pen- 
nye,  and  one   ioafe  for  a  pennye,  and  that  everye 
baker  have  his  proper  figne  on  his  breade. 

VI.  "  Alfo,  that  no  taverner  of  wyne  felle  nor 
doe  to  be  foulde,  corrupte  wyne,  uppon  payne  and 
perrylle  abovefaide. 

VII.  "  Alfo,  that  no  brewer  felle,  nor  doe  to  be 
foulde,  a  gallon  of  the  befle  ale  above  two  pence, 
a  gallon  of  the  fecond  ale  above  one  pennye,  uppon 
payne  and  perrylle  abovefaide. 

VIII.  **  Alfo,  that  taverners  and  brewers  have 
their  meafures  figned  and  fealed,  uppon  like  payne 
and  perrylle. 

IX.  "  Alfo,  that  no  butcher  felle,  or  doe  to  be 
foulde,  unholfome  fleflie,  under  like  payne  an^  per- 
ry lie, 

X.  "  Alfa 
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X.  "  Alfo,  that  no  cooke  doc  fellc  enye  fvflie 
or  flefhe  but  that  which  is  good  and  helthlome  for 
marines  bodye,  under  like  payne  or  perrylle. 

XI.  "  Alfo,  that  none,  of  what  condition  he  be 
of,  nor  felle  by  bufhell,  gallon,  yard,  elle,  or  with 
anye  other  meafure,  by  onlye  with  fuche  as  accorde 
\viih  the  ftandard,  under  like  perrylle. 

XII.  "  Alfo,  that  no  foreftallor  or  regrator,  fore- 
flalle  or  regrate  anye  vi&ualles  comenge  to  the  mar- 
ket, vvherebye  that  vitayle  is  the  derer  to  the  common 
people,  under  like  payne,  &;c. 

XIII.  "  Alfo,  that  none,  of  what  condition  fo- 
ever  he  be,  felle,  nor  doe  to  be  foalde,  enye   man- 
ner of  corne  before  a  certen  hower;  that  is  to  weete, 
before  they  heare  a  cenen  belle  in  the  market  found- 
ed, and  ronge,  by  the  ordinance  of  the  faide  balifes, 
under  payne  of  forfetinge  ail  the  come  foulde  con- 
trary to  that  ordinance. 

XIV.  "  Alfo,  that  nothing  be  encroched  uppon 
the  ftrond  and  denne   in  the   faid  towne  of    Yar- 
mouthe,  to  the  anoyance  of  the  barons  of  the  Sinque 
Fortes,  under  the  like  payne  and  perryile.1' 


Of  the  Fortifications  of  Yarmouth,  from  the  Jirjl  foun- 
dation of  the  walls  to  the  prefent  time. 

THE  fituation  of  Yarmouth  being,  as  it  were, 
the  key  or  grand  entrance,  by  fea,  into  the  counties 
of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that,  after  it  had  acquired  fome  degree  of  impor- 
tance as  a  fea-port  and  commercial  town,  it  fhould 
be.  thought  neceflary  to  provide  for  its  fafety  by  fome 
N  2  more 
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more  fubftantial  means  than  the  adventitious  advan- 
tages fo  open  a  fitualion  could  naturally  afford. 
Accordingly  we  find  in  the  year  1260,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  burgeffes  petition,  that  Henry  III. 
by  his  letters  patent,  granted  them  leave  to  build  a 
Wall  and  make  a  rnoat  round  the  town. 

It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  the  walls  were 
then  begun,  notwithstanding  the  voluntary  contri- 
butions of  many  of  the  principal  inhabitants  tended 
thereto;  which  was  chiefly  occafioned  by  fome  do- 
rncftic  quarrels  and  private  animofities  amongfl  them- 
felves.  Nor  is  it  certain  that  they  were  begun  before 
the  13th  of  Edward  I.  1285,  and  even  from  that 
time,  fo  flow  was  the  progrefs  they  made,  there  ap- 
pears a  term  of  i  o  i  years  when  the  walls  were  yet 
tmfmifhed,  which  is  evident  from  the  will  of  John 
Rayle,  of  Yarmouth,  dated  24th  of  September,  1386, 
in  which  i&  this  claufe;  Item,  do  ct  lego  ad  muros 
claudmtf  xxs.  &c.  &c.  i.  e.  "  Alfo,  I  give  and  be- 
queath, towards  the  fmifhing  the  walls,  sos.  &c. 

In  this  long  interval,  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
the  work  was  not  progrc (lively  carried  on.  Many 
accidents  contributed  to  its  delay,  and  particularly  a 
terrible  plague  in  1349,  which  carried  off  moft  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Yarmouth  and  the  neighbourhood, 
reducing  their  trade  to  a  very  low  ebb ;  whence  it 
may  naturally  be  inferred,  that  having  lefs  to  defend, 
they  were  lefs  anxious  for  its  defence,  and  of  courfc 
neglccled  their  walls,  for  the  more  important  con- 
cerns of  reviving  their  trade. 

In  order  to  afiift  the  inhabitants   in  carrying 
this  work,  they  had  a  grant  from  the  king,  empo\ 
ering  them  to  collecl  a  cuflom  called  murage,  whi< 
was  levied  upon  fhips  arriving  at  that  port  j  but  aboi 
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two  years  after,  in  1262,  the  walls  not  being  yet 
begun,  and  it  being  yet  undetermined  when  they 
actually  would  be  begun,  the  merchant  Grangers  pre- 
ferred a  complaint  againfl  the  town  for  the  impofi- 
tion,  upon  which  the  cuftom  was  annulled,  and  the 
monies  already  collected  on  that  account,  ordered  to 
be  refunded  for  the  king's  ufe.  This  feems  to  have. 
been  a  principal  reafon  why  they  were  negle&ed  fo 
long  as  the  reign  of  Edward  I.'  as  we  have  above 
intimated. 

This  grant  of  murage  had  only  been  allowed  for 
a  limited  time,  renewable  at  the  king's  pleafure,  the 
rates  of  which  were  collected  by  four  wardens,  call- 
ed muragcrs,  annually  elected. 

In  an  account  of  the  monies  collecled  by  this 
grant  for  one  year,  from  the  i6th  to  the  lyth  of 
Edward  III.  1343,  intitled  Muragium  Magne  Jerne- 
muthe,  (the  murage  account  of  Great  Yarmouth)  the 
aggregate  furn  of  the  fix  rolls  it  contains,  appears  to 
be  661.  IB.  i  id.  halfpenny. 

This  was  no  in  considerable  fum  for  the  produce 
of  one  year  at  that  early  period,  and  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  obferve,  of  what  importance  to  the  town 
the  fifhery  and  free-fair  was,  fince  there  was  nearly 
three  times  the  money  collecled  in  the  three  months- 
in  which  the  fair  happened,  that  there  was  in  all  the 
remaining  nine  months. 

The  tow:n  wall  confifts  of  ten  gates  and  fifteen 
towers,  and  is  about  2238  yards  in  circumference. 
It  is  probable  that  the  north-eaft  tower  in  St.  Nicho- 
las's church-yard  was  the  firft  part  of  it  that  was 
built,  as  it  was  begun  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  thence 
proceeded  fouthward.  This  is  the  more  probable, 
N  3  as 
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as  we  find  them  in  the  i  ith  of  Edward  III.  1357? 
employed  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  town,  about  the 
Black-Friars,  and  thence  trace  them  to  the  north  end, 
which  in  all  probability  was  laft  finifhed. 

Tradition  fays,  the  north  gate  was  creeled  at  the 
cxpence  of  thofe  who  had  been  employed  in  the  dan- 
gerous and  (hocking  office  of  burying  the  multitudes 
of  dead  in  the  time  of  the  plague,  by  which  they 
had  gained  great  fums. 

The  building  of  the  wall  was  fucceeded  by  the 
finking  of  a  moat  all  round  the  town,  over  which 
bridges  was  thrown  at  every  gate,  and  which  proved 
a  great  convenience  to  the  inhabitants,  as  it  was  na- 
vigable for  boats,  whence  they  could  unlade  their 
goods  at  any  part  of  the  town,  agreeable  to  the  con- 
venience of  the  inhabitants.  The  magiftrates  were 
likewife  very  attentive  to  its  prefervation,  as  we  find 
feveral  fines  levied  on  perfons  for  throwing  in  rub- 
bifti,  8cc.  tending  to  fill  up  the  moat.  It  is  now  vi- 
fible  in  very  few  parts. 

Thus  fortified,  the  town  was  deemed  impregnable 
to  all  the  warlike  engines  of  thofe  days ;  but  after- 
wards, when  the  more  powerful  effects  of  great  guns 
were  experienced,  in  ficges,  fcc.  thefe  fortifications 
were  deemed  inefficient  to  their  fafety,  without  ad- 
ditional outworks. 

Upon  the  declaration  of  war,  therefore,  in  the 
36th  of  Henry  VIII,  1545,  againfl  France  and  Scot- 
land, Thomas,  duke  of  Norfolk,  was  dire&ed,  by 
fpecial  commifTion,  to  examine  the  fortifications; 
who,  upon  his  arrival  here,  ordered  all  the  gardens, 
&c.  adjoining  the  walls,  to  be  laid  open,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  eaft  part  to  be  ftrengthened  with  a  ram- 

pire 
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pire  of  earth,  heaped  up  againft  it  on  the  infide. 
This  he  effected  by  ordering  all  thofe  little  fand 
banks,  which  the  fea  and  eaflerly  wind  had  raifed  oi\ 
the  Danes,  to.  be  brought  by  the  inhabitants  and  laid 
there,  for  that  purpofe ;  and  in  about  fifteen  weeks, 
the  town  was  thence  fuppofed  to  be  fuiiiciently  for- 
tified againft  both  enemies. 

In  the  5th  of  queen  Mary,  1557,  the  inhabitants 
further  improved  this  additional  work,  in  which  they 
were  employed  more  than  three  months,  working 
three  days  in  every  week.  This  rampire,  however, 
was  not  entirely  finifhed  till  the  2gth  of  Elizabeth, 
1587, .the  year  preceding  the  grand  armada  of  Spain, 
which  was  to  have  invaded  England.  It  then  ap- 
pears to  have  been  com  pleated  (from  the  Black-Friars 
to  the  market-gate)  quite  to  the  top,  making  a  ftr.ong 
rampire  of  earth  and  other  materials,  to  the  breadth 
of  forty  feet  from  the  walls.  This  was  further  ren- 
dered an  object  of  pleafurc  and  convenience,  at  the 
particular  inftancc  of  Mr.  Greenwood,  one  of  the  bai- 
liffs, who  ordered  the  rampire  to  be  connected  at  all 
the  gates,  by  means  of  brick  arches  thrown  over  the 
road ;  fo  that  fevcral  perfons  may  walk  a-breaft  along 
the  rampire, .  having  an  extenfive  fea  view  from  an 
agreeable  elevation ;  a  circumflance  that  affords 
much  fatisfaclion  to  the  inhabitants,  and  all  firangers 
vifiting  Yarmouth. 

The  year  following  the  Spanifh  invincible  armada 
approaching  the  coaft,  the  Black-Friars  and  priory- 
were  alfo  rampired,  and  by  the  direction  of  fir  Tho- 
mas Leighton,  a  ravelin  was  formed  on  the.  eaft  fide 
of  the  Black  Friars,  and  was  for  fome  time  kept  in 
repair  by  the  town ;  but  it  has  been  long  fincc  le- 
velled, and  at  prefent  no  veftiges  remain. 

N4  In 
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In  the  fame  year  the  moat  without  the  fouth  walls 
was  compleated,  and  a  boom  was  conftru&ed  and 
put  up  acrofs  the  haven,  between  the  two  jetties  at 
the  fouth  chain,  and  two  men  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  it,  to  flmt  and  open  it  at  convenient  times, 
according  to  the  tides,  but  by  no  means  to  leave  it 
open  in  the  night,  or  fet  it  open  before  day  light. 
The  charge  of  this  w;.s  io^l.  155. 

For  their  greater  fecurity,  the  inhabitants  in  1590 
raifed  a  mound  of  earth  much  higher  than  the  walls, 
weft  of  the  fouth  gate,  and  cart  of  the  boom,  on 
which  were  placed  fcveral  large  pieces  of  ordnance, 
fo  as  to  command  the  river  and  the  Danes.  This 
cofl  the  town  125!.  and  is  called  the  South  Mount. 

But  to  return  to  the  year  1588  ;  the  lords  of  the 
council  then  addreficd  their  letter  to  the  deputy-lieu- 
tenants of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  recommending  them 
to  levy  certain  fums  on  thole  counties  (as  being,  from, 
their  contiguous  fuuation,  deeply  intcreiled  in  the 
fate  of  Yarmouth)  for  the  better  fortification  of  the 
town.  Jn  this  they  were  to  be  affifted  by  the  county 
magiftrates,  &c.  and  the  money  to  be  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  bailiffs  of  Yarmouth ;  "  neverthelefs 
(fay  the  lords)  we  do  will  that  this  charge  may  rather 
grow  of  a  voluntary  contribution,  and  good  care 
they  have  of  the  common  fafety,  of  themfelves  and 
the  realm,  than  by  any  taxing  or  forcing  impo- 
fition." 

Upon  this  the  deputy-lieutenants  and  the  juftices 
met,  and  aifeffed  the  fum  of  13^5!.  4s.  gd  on  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  proportioned  as  follows: 


Lynn 
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£.  fe    d. 

Lynn  to  pay  26  134 

Yarmouth         —  23  6     8 

Norwich         —  333  6     8 

The  County  gy  i  18      i 


'355       4     9 

It  alfo  appears,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Yarmouth 
did  not  only  intereil  themfelves  in  their  own  parti- 
cular defence,  but  fitted  out  a  man  of  war  to  join 
her  majefty's  fleet,  called  The  grace  of  Gcd,  captain, 
Mufgrave  commander,  who  was  to  have  45!.  per 
month  for  himfelf,  and  135.  4d.  per  month  for  every 
man's  board  that  ferved  under  him.  If  any  prizes 
were  taken  by  him,  the  town  was  to  have  a  third 
part,  the  fhip  a  third,  and  the  company  a  third, 
provided  no  part  of  it  were  embezzled  before  it  was 
duly  prefented  to  the  town. 

So  much  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  was  a  defcent 
upon  Yarmouth  apprehended,  from  this  invincible  ar- 
mada, as  it  was  falfely  termed,  that  the  whole  cir- 
cumjacent country  was  obliged  to  lend  their  affiftance 
with  carts,  pioneers,  8cc.  to  rVrengthctt  and  extend 
the  fortifications,  by  rampires,  mounts,  ravelins, 
trenches,  8cc.  in  the  execution  of  which  the  utmoft 
diligence  was  purfued,  the  inhabitants  working  by 
two  wards  at  a  time  daily,  one  in  the  north,  the  other 
in  the  fouth  end.  Befides  a  thoufand  foldiers  (eat 
into  the  town,  for  its  defence,  by  the  lords  lieute- 
nants, the  whole  town  was,  in  a  manner,  converted 
into  a  militia.  All  that  could  bear  arms  were  em- 
ployed, and  commerce  was  at  a  total  fland.  Some 
learned  the  military  difcipline,  (hooting  at  butts, 
providing  ammunition,  8cc.  others  prepared  to  ferve 
in  the  royal  navy.  St.  Nicholas's  iteeplc  was  ufed 

as 
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as  a  watch-tower,  where  four  difcreet  pcrfons  were 
appointed  to  attend  every  day,  to  give  intelligence 
to  the  town  on  the  appearance  of  the  enemy*. 

Queen  Elizabeth  had,  long  before  this,  thought 
the  prefervation  of  the  town  fo  much  a  national  con- 
cern, that  a  parcel  of  military  ftores  had  been  lent 
for  its  defence,  and  that  of  the  adjacent  country, 
the  bailiffs  and  burgcffes  being  bound  to  keep  the 
fame  conftantly  fit  for  fervice  ;  and  indeed  there  are 
feveral  inftances  where  the  town's  ordnance  has  been 
of  much  fervice  againft  public  and  private  enemies 
in  Yarmouth  Roads. 

In  1625,  in  confequence  of  an  order  from  the 
lord  lieutenant,  a  iurvey  of  the  fortifications  was 
made,  and  a  report  delivered,  under  the  hands  of  fir 
John  Corbet  and  lir  Francis  Mapes,  the  purport  of 
which,  as  it  points  out  the  mod  judicious  mode  of 
defending  the  town,  we  now  give. 

"  For  the  better  fecuring  the  fhips  in  the  haven 
from  firing  by  fhallops,  or  flat-bottorned  boats,  fent 
from  the  enemy,  a  jetty  fhould  be  made  of  limber 
on  either  fide  the  haven,  with  a  boom  acrofs,  to 
open  and  (hut  at  pleafure,  like  that  erected  in  1588, 
now  decayed,  the  expence  of  which  will  be  about 
120!. 

"  That  1 2  feet  return  of  the  wall  be  made  in  the 
town,  on  the  fide  of  the  haven,  by  which  a  conve- 
nient place  will  be  made  at  the  foot  of  the  wall  for 

the 

*  It  the  prefent  crifis  (1779)  is  fraught  with  confenuences 
ftiil  more  alarming,  ought  not,  at  leaft,  die  fame  zealous  exer- 
tions be  oppofed  to  the  dangers  of  a  combined  French  and  Spa- 
nifh  Armada. 
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the-  planting  of  two  good  culverins,  or  fakers,  to 
command  the  haven  fea-ward,  and  the  Danes,  by 
the  haven's  iide,  to  the  great  danger  of  any  attempt 
made  in  that  quarter.  The  charge  about  lol. 

"  That  three  pieces  of  large  ordnance  be  planted 
upon  the  Mount*,  by  the  boom,  for  the  guard  of  the 
haven's  mouth,  &c. 

"  That  a  murdtring  piece  be  planted  on  the  eaft 
tower  of  the  fouth  gates. 

"  That  the  towers  between  the  fouth  gates  and 
the  new  mount!,  be  rampii  ed  with  earth  ;  that  in, 
the  three  which  are  called  the  Friars  tower,  the  fouth- 
eaft  tower,  and  Harris's  tower,  there  be  placed  a 
good  piece  of  ordnance  each,  the  fituation  being 
commodious  for  (couring  the  walls  from  tower-  to 
tower,  and  for  commanding  the  Danes  fea-ward,  and 
fhips  in  the  roads. 

"  That  upon  the  new  mount  be  planted  three 
good  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  upon  the  bulwark  be- 
neath fea-ward  be  mounted  five  other  pieces  of  can- 
non, three  to  be  befl  culverins,  for  commanding 
{hips  in  the  roads,  and  two  finall  pieces. 

"  That  two  pieces  of  ordnance  be  mounted  on  the 
market  gates,  where  formerly  there  had  been  ord- 
nance. 

"  That  upon  king  Henry's  tower  be  planted  two 
good  pieces  of  ordnance,  for  commanding  the  enemy 
land-ward. 

"  That 
*  The  South  Mount.  f  The  Chapel  Mount. 
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"  That  a.  piece  of  ordnance  be  planted  on  either 
fide  of  the  end  in  the  wall,  north  of  king  Henry's 
tower. 

"  That  on  the  tower  weft  of  the  north  gates,  a 
piece  of  ordnance  be  planted,  to  command  that  end 
of  the  town,  and  the  haven's  fide. 

"  That  24  pieces  of  ordnance  are  thought  necef- 
fary  for  the  defence  of  the  town,  of  which  there  are 
in  the  town  at  this  time  13  pieces,  five  brafs  and 
eight  iron. 

"  That  part  of  the  walls  are  unrampired,  the 
charge  of  remedying  which  would  be  very  confider- 
able. 

"  That  the  fixteen  towers  on  the  walls  fhould  be 
rampired  up  with  earth,  and  the  tops  even  with  the 
walls,  Sec. 

"  That  two  pinnaces  are  necefiary  to  attend  on 
the  coaft,  to  give  notice  of  any  intended  defcent. 

"  That  they  have  licence  to  erect  an  artillery  yard, 
like  thofe  of  Norwich,  Bury,  Sec.  for  the  training 
the  men,  and  preferving  the  arms  ready  for  fervice. 

*'  That  the  fituation  of  this  town  is  of  fuch  im- 
portance, that  it  ought  to  be  made  capable  of  both 
offence  and  defence;  and  that  if  meafures  are  not 
immediately  taken  for  its  better  fortification,  a  fmall 
force  might  take  it  by  furprize,  to  the  great  detriment 
of  the  adjoining  country,  and  to  the  dimunition  of  the 
revenue  in  the  cuftom-houfe,  to  the  amount  of  5000!. 
per  annum.1' 

Soon 
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Soon  after  this  furvcy,  the  town  had  their  ord- 
nance augmented  to  thirty  pieces,  and  received,  by 
order  of  the  lords  in  council,  fifty  barrels  of  powder 
at  the  government  price. 

This  relief  was  the  more  feafonable,  as  they  had 
been  fo  harraffed  by  the  Dunkirktrs  for  two  years 
paft,  that  they  had  loft,  in  goods  and  fhipping,  to 
the  amount  of  upwards  of  25000!.  Befides  that  it 
had  coll  them  the  laft  year  in  powder  and -repairs  of 
the  fortifications  300!.  not  to  mention  the  expence 
of  100  mufketeers  watching  nightly,  for  fear  of  a 
furprize  from  thefe  invaders,  who  were  always  within 
a  few  hoars  Jail  of  them. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  proclamation  of  Charles  T. 
in  1642,  at  the  commencement  of  the  civil  wars, 
\vith  the  contra-declarations  of  the  parliament,  the 
lown  determined  in  favor  of  the  latter,  and  immedi- 
ately prepared  to  fortify  themfelves  againft  the  royal 
troops.  Hence  a  committee  was  appointed,  to  en- 
quire what  additional  fortifications  might  be  neceflfaiy 
to  their  defence. 

The  rcfult  of  this  enquiry  was,  That  there  be  ad- 
ded a  ditch,  or  moat,  before  the  north  gate  walls  of 
fixty  feet  wide,  and  eight  feet  deep,  from  the  narrow 
river  without  the  north  gates,  to  be  carried  through 
the  town's  doles,  (now  gardens)  and  through  part 
of  the  Danes,  before  the  north  walls,  the  church- 
yard walls,  and  priory  walls,  as  far  as  Pudding- 
gate,  for  the  defence  of  that  part  of  the  town,  then 
thought  to  be  mod  expofed  to  danger.  This  was 
accordingly  executed  with  the  greatefl  expedition. 

After  this  they  applied  to  the  parliament,  and  ob- 
tain cd-fevcral  large  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  other 

ammunition 
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ammunition.  i\'nh  a  promife  of  an  order  for  a  county- 
rate,  to  reimburfe  them  for  the  cxpences  they  had  in- 
curred in  thefe  reparations. 

In  the  reign  of  James  II.  alt  the  brafs,  and  feveral 
of  the  iron  ordnance  were  taken  away.  After  this 
this  there  is  nothing  material  recorded  on  this  fubjcft, 
and  the  number  of  cannon  remaining  is  only  twelve  • 
none  of  which  are  fit  for  fervice,  being  either  fpiked 
up,  difmounted,  or  broken.  . 

Of  the  part  Yarmouth  took  in  the  troullefome  times  of 
Charles  I.  and  II. 

HAVING  given  an  account  of  the^ortin*  cations 
ef  Yarmouth,  with  fuch  matters  as  naturally  occuired 
in  the  relation,  it  may  not  be  immethodical  to  pur- 
fue  the  military  fubje&,  and  (hew  the  conduct  of  the 
town  during  thofe  unhappy  commotions,  which  ftain 
ihe  annals  of  Englifh  hiftory  with  Englifh  blood. 

Charles  I.  being  at  variance  with  his  parliament, 
diffolved  it  on  the  loth  of  March,  i6aq,  and  for  fe- 
veral years  governed  without  it ;  but  being  diftreffed 
for  want  of  fupplies,  his  attorney-general,  Mr.  Noye, 
fuggefted  to  him  the  idea  of  fhip-money,  a  fpecies 
of  tax,  which  he  was  to  levy  on  all  the  maritime 
counties  of  England  and  Wales,  for  which  purpofe  he 
iflued  out  his  writs  in  1634  ;  againft  which  petitions 
were  prefented  from  feveral  parts,  on  a  juft  fuppofi- 
tion  of  its  being  an  unconstitutional  meafure;  but 
neccffitus  nullam  habct  legem ;  money  was  wanted,  and 
no  mitigation  or  exemption  could  be  obtained. 

Agreeable  to  the  king's  writ,  the  countv  of  Nor- 
folk was  enjoined  to  find  a  &ip  of  800  tons  burthen, 

i 


and 
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and  260  able  fea-mcn,  with  neceflary  ordnance,  finall 
arms,  ammunition,  provifion,  See.  This  writ  was 
directed  to  the  bailiffs,  mayors,,  burgeffes,  8cc.  of 
Yarmouth,  Norwich,  King's  Lynn,  and  Wifbich. 
A  meeting  of  the  gentlemen  concerned  was,  therefore, 
convened  at  Norwich,  the'  refult  of  which  was,  that 
"  upon  reading  of  his  majefty's  writ,  for  preparing 
fuch  a  fhip  of  war  as  in  the  faid  writ  is  mentioned,  k 
is  firft  propounded,  Whether  fuch  a  fhip  as  is  men- 
tioned in  his  majefty's  faid  writ,  can  be  provided  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  Yea  or  No;  and  it  is  gene- 
rally conceived  that  there  is  no  fuch  fhip  to  be 
had'." 

It  further  appeared  to  this  meeting,  that  the  charge 
of  fuch  a  fliip  would  be  at  leaft  5860!.  and  a  petition 
was,  in  confequence,  agreed  to  be  prefented  againft  it. 
The  reafons  urged  on  the  behalf  of  Yarmouth, 
againfl  the  meafure,  were,  "  That  the  town  confided 
of  feveral  thouland  poor  fifhermen,  who,  notwith- 
flanding  the  great  plenty  of  fifh,  were  obliged  to  re- 
main indebted  for  the  provifions  of  their  voyages, 
till  their  return  from  fea  and  difpofal  of  their  fifli ; 
that  they  were  at  very  great  expences  in  the  repairs 
of  their  haven,  piers,  fortifications,  bridges,  &:c. 
were  much  in  debt,  the  intereft  of  which,  joined  to 
the  faid  expences,  with  a  very  heavy  poor  rate-, 
amounted  to  2550!.  per  annum,  for  the  dilcharge  of 
which  they  had  no  lands,  but  were  intirely  dependent 
on  their  own  induflry,  and  the  providential  affiflanqe 
of  a  maritime  trade  ;  and  finally,  that  they  were  fo 
much  diflreffed  by  the  frequent  depredations  of  the 
Dunkirkers,  their  Igfles  by  fhip-wrecks,  their  fuffer- 
ings  by  the  late  grievous  vifitation,  &c-  that  in  the 
fpace  of  eight  years  they  had  loft  25000!." 

This 
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This  petition,  however,  had  not  the  dafired  effect, 
and  another  was  prefented,  which  was  referred  to  the 
lords  chief  juftices  and  the  attorney-general,  butTtill 
without  effect. 

Soon  after  the  bailiffs  of  Yarmouth  received  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  high-fheriffs  of  Norfolk  and  Cam- 
bridgefhire,  requiring  them  to  raife  the  fum  of  940!, 
being  their  particular  portion  of  the  general  affeff- 
ment;  but  as  this  appeared  afterwards  inefficient  for 
the  purpofes  required,  they  were  further  affeffed  in 
the  fum  of  200!.  more,  and  after  received  letters 
from  the  lords  of  the  council  to  haflen  the  pay- 
ment. 

The  bailiffs  then  petitioned  an  abatement,  by 
means  of  affeffing  the  towns  and  villages  on  the 
rivers,  which  had  a  proportionate  benefit  of  their 
commerce.  This  was  more  fuccefsful,  and  the  col- 
lection was  accordingly  made  and  paid  in. 

Several  other  fimilar  impofitions  were  levied,  till 
on  a  fecond  parliament  being  fummoned  and  met  in 
1640,  the  queftion  of  (hip-money  was  debated,  and 
it  was  refolved  nemine  contradicenti,  "  That  the  charge 
"  impofed  upon  the  fubjecls  for  providing  and  fur- 
"  milling  of  fliips,  and  the  affeffments  for  raifing 
*•  of  money  for  that  purpofe,  commonly  called  fhip- 
"  money,  are  againjt  the  laws  of  the  realm,  the  fub- 
4i  jetfs  right  of  property,  and  contrary  to  former  rejolu- 
"  tions  in  parliament,  and  to  the  petition  of  right" 

And  on  the  yth  of  Auguft,  the  next  year,  1641, 
an  acl  for  abolifhing  (hip-money  received  the  royal 
affent,  and  fo  terminated  that  unwarrantable  flretch 
of  royal  prerogative. 

The 
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The  following  year,  1642,  die  town  having;  de- 
clared for  the  parliament,  as  we  have  before  men- 
tioned, they  received  an  order  from  both  houfes,  not 
to  receive  or  billet  any  ibldiers  in  the  town,  without 
the  confent  of  parliament,  and  that  if  any  fliould 
othcrwife  be  attempted  to  be  forced  on  them,  that 
they  might  refill  the  lame.  And  about  a  month  after 
they  were  ordered  to  mufler  their  militia,  and  put 
thcmfelves  in  a  proper  ilate  of  defence.  Hence  all 
the  buildings,  Sec.  adjoining  to  the  town  wall  were 
immediately  taken  down,  the  gates  which  were  not 
rampired  were  locked  up,  and  the  eaft  leaf  of  the 
bridge  was  drawn  up  every  night. 

At  this  time  the  whole  kingdom  was  in  arms,  and 
the  queen,  who  was  in  Holland,  endeavoured  all  irl 
her  power  to  fupport  the  king,  by  fending  him  over 
confidcrable  fupplies  of  men,  arms,  ammunition, 
&c.  In  this  affectionate  employment,  one  of  her 
fhips,  having  received  fome  damage  at  lea,  was 
obliged  to  put  into  Yarmouth,  where  (he  was  feized, 
the  oiiicers  and  Ibldiers  confined,  and  an  account  of 
the  tranfaclion  laid  before  the  parliament.  This  was 
afterwards  formally  adjudged  to  be  the  town's  pro- 
perty, and  was  accordingly  afterwards  fitted  out  for 
fca,  and  employed  by  them  in  the  fervice  of  the 
pailiament. 

In  1643  tne  town  Deceived  an  order  to  furnifh  out 
,,  eighty  dragoons,  which,  on  their  allegations  of  ina- 
bility to  Lord  Gray,  was  remitted,  only  on  condition 
of  their  raifing  an  adequate    furn   for  that    purpofe. 
This  was  included  in  their  portion  of  the  weekly  fum 
of  1250!.  levied    foon   after  by   parliament,  on  the 
county    of   Norfolk,    of   which   they   were  to  pay 
34!.  165.  jd.     Norwich  53!.     Lynn  27!.   us.   lod. 
6V  Thetford 
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Thetford  5!.    iis.    gd.  and  the  reft  of  the  county 
nsgl. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  this  year  the  earl  of 
Manchefter  informed  the  town,  that  the  town  was  to 
have  a  military  governor,  colonel  Ruffel,  which  being 
generally  difapproved,  they  reprefented  the  fame  to 
the  earl,  who  thereupon  informed  them,  "  That  he 
\vas  no  ways  defirous  to  burthen  the  town,  but  to 
fecure  the  fame,  and  the  iflands  adjacent,  and  in 
that  refpecl  thought  it  neceflary  to  fend  colonel  Ruf- 
fell  hither,  as  governor,  Sec."  The  colonel  accord- 
ingly came,  by  virtue  of  the  eaiTs  commiffion,  which 
the  town  looked  upon  in  fo  dangerous  a  light,  as  to 
their  particular  liberties,  that  they  ufed  every  en- 
deavour to  annul  it.  In  this  they  did  not  entirely 
fucceed,  but  obtained  a  qualification  of  it,  by  which 
the  colonel,  in  conjunction  with  fix  other  gentlemen, 
•was  inverted  with  the  fame  powers,  which  it  was 
otherwife  intended  he  fhould  have  exercifed  alone. 

In  1645  bread-works,  plat-forms,  Sec.  were  built 
near  the  tea  fide  in  feveral  places,  for  the  placing  of 
the  town's  large  ordnance,  as  occafion  required,  to 
annoy  the  enemy.  And  the  year  following  the  par- 
liament ordered  the  town  to  .lend  the  ftate  150!.  at 
eight  percent,  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  employed  in 
the  fiege  of  Newark  upon  Trent. 

In  1648  the  town  received  letters  from  lord  FairV 
fax  and  others,  about  putting  a  garrifon  in  Yarmouth, 
by  the  friends  of  the  royal  party,  and  therefore  the 
parliament  feemed  inclined  to  anticipate  their  defign 
by  making  it  a  garrifon  town  thcmfelves ;  but  the 
burgefTes  having  reprefented  their  difapprobation  of 
'the  meafure,-  they  .were  permitted  to  remain  in  Jiatu 
quo,  provided  they  would  raife  of  themfelves  fuffi- 

cient 
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cicnt  forces  for  their  own  defence,  which  was  imme- 
diately agreed  to,  and  an  augmentation  of  their  forces 
made  accordingly. 

But  after  Cromwell  had  difperfcd  duke  Hamilton's 
army,  and  taken  him  prifoner,  the  inde pendant  party 
prevailed,  and  the  bailiffs  received  a  letter  from  the 
commiffary- general  Ireton  (an  independant,  and  fon- 
in-law  to  Cromwell)  informing  them  of  fomething 
he  had  to  communicate  to  the  town,  and  defiring  a 
conference  at  fir  John  Wentworth's  houfe,  at  Somer- 
litown  in  Lothingland  ;  which  being  complied  with, 
he  told  them  that  the  lord-general  had  ordered  the 
town  either  to  be  ungarrifoned,  or  to  have  the  walls 
and  forts  demolifhed,  and  a  fort  built  at  the  haven's 
mouth,  to  fecure  the  town  againft  enemies  at  fea.  Of 
this  the  deputation  was  to  determine  on  in  a  few 
hours;  but  they  only  requefted  his  forbearance  of 
fending  in  the  troops,  till  meffengers  could  pafs  be- 
tween them  and  the  lord-general,  and  if  that  could 
not  be  complied  with,  that  his  producing  the  lord- 
gcneral's  commiilion,  would  infure  obedien.ce  on  the 
part  of  the  town. 

Accordingly  colonel  Barkflead's  regiment  was  ad- 
mitted to  be  garrifoned  in  the  town,  which  alfo  ad- 
vanced 400!.  to  furnifh  the  foldiers  with  a  month's 
quarters,  See.  And  in  order  to  prevent  free-quarters, 
the  aldermen  and  conftables  of  the  wards  went 
'about  with  the  officers  to  fee  the  mens  quarters  duly 
paid. 

After  the  decollation  of  king  Charles,  the  next 
year,  the  proclamation,  forbidding  to  proclaim  Charles 
Stuart,  prince  of  Wales,  or  any  other,  to  be  king  of 
this  realm,  was  openly  read  and  agreed  to.  And 
towards  the  latter  end  of  that  year,  the  engagement, 
Q  2  appointed 
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appointed  by  parliament  to  be  taken  and  fubfciibcd 
to,  was  tendered  by  the  bailiffs  to  thofe  who  were 
prefent  at  an  aflfembly  then  holden,  but  many  ie- 
fufed  to  comply  with  it. 

After  the  death  of  Oliver  Cromwell  in  1658,  a. 
committee  was  appointed,  and  an  addrefs  drawn  up 
and  prefented  to  his  fon  Richard,  acknowledging  him 
his  fucceflbr,  as  Lord  Protcttor,  and  'offering  their 
fubmiflion  to  his  government ;  which,  as  it  is  a  mo  ft 
curious  fpecimen  ofabjecl  fervility,  and  fulfome  adu- 
lation (not  to  fay  blafphemy)  we  cannot  refute  to 
give  part  of  it  a  place,  difgraceful  as  it  is  to  the  an- 
nals of  the  town,  and  the  principles  of  the  progeni- 
tors of  the  good  people  of  Yarmouth. 


"  To  His  highnefs  RICHARD,  PROTECTOR,  6r. 
"  The  humble  petition,  <bc. 

"  WE  cannot  without  deepeft,  and  mo  ft  fad  re- 
fentment  remember  that  late  dark  difpenfation  of  the 
moft  wife  God,  in  taking  out  of  this  world  vour 
highnefs's  moft  renowned  father,  the  prince  and 
leader  of  his  people,  in  the  three  nations,  tranflating 
from  a  temporal  to  an  immortal  crown  ;  which  we 
have  great  caufe  to  lament,  being  fmitten  of  God, 
for  our  many  fins,  and  afflicted:  fo  good,  fo  great  a 
man,  the  captain  of  the  Lord's  hoft,  being  fallen  in 
Ifrael,  and  who  is  not  made  weak  ?  But  as  that  is 
far  better  to  him,  fo  it  proves  not  fo  ill  to  us  as  was 
juftly  feared,  our  punifhments  being  far  lefs  than 
our  deferts  ;  it  pleafing  our  good  God  to  bind  up  our 
wounds,  and  to  heal  the  breach  of  the  daughter  of 
his  people,  by  your  highnefs's  fo  immediate  peaceful 
fucceflion,  after  fo  many  curfed  plots  of  the  fons  of 

Belial, 
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]>elial,  and  children  of  darknefs,  to  cut  him  off  he- 
fore  his  time,  fo  as  he  might  not  go  down  to  his 
grave  in  peace,  nor  leave  thofc  nations  a  quiet  habi- 
tation for  his  people  to  dwell  in,  under  your  high- 
ne<Vs  protection,  £c.  Then  will  our  God  fay,  I 
have  found  one,  the  fon  of  rr.v  fcrvam,  a  man  after 
mine,  own  heart,  he  fhall  fulfil  all  my  will;  and  then 
fhall  Jacob  rejoice,  and  lirael  (hall  be  glad,,  and 
not  ceafe  to  pray  for  the  precious  things  of  Heaven 
above  him,  and  of  the  earth  beneath,  and  the  full- 
neis  thereof,  and  for  the  good  will  of  him  that  dwelt 
in  the  bufh.  Let  thjs  bleflmg  come  upon  the  head 
of  your  highnefs,  and  upon  the  top  of  the  head  of 
him  that  is  feparated  above  his  brethren.  Of  this 
aJTembly  we  are, 

Th-.mas  Lucas,       ) 
John  Woodrojfc,    ] 

George  England,  John  Aibertjon,  kc,  6r." 

Two  years  after  the  prefenting  of  this  piece  of 
fanclified  cant,  in  (1660)  the  town  changed  hands, 
and  prefented  a  congratulatory  addrefs  to  Charles 
II.  with  a  furrender  of  the  fee-farm  before  purchafed 
of  the  parliament,  as  we  have  elfewherc  obfcrved. 
And  it  was  ordered,  "  That  a  former  grant  made  by 
this  houfe  to  Henry  Cromwell,  efq.  of  the  high 
flewardfhip  of  this  town,  be  from  hence  difcharged, 
and  that  where  his  name  Hands  recorded  here,  it 
be  defaced,  and  erafed  out  of  the  records  of  this  town. 

The  town  had  the  further  grace  alfo  to  order, 
".That  the  addrefs  made  to  Richard  Cromwell  (the 
Inte  pretended  protector)  by  this  houfe,  be  utterly  dif- 
claimcd,  obliterated,  and  made  void,  and  the  ordi- 
nance made  for  the  prefenting  thereof  be  defaced,  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes," 

O  3  After 
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After  this  they  obtained  of  Charles  II.  a  confir- 
mation and  renewal  of  their  charters,  as  we  have  be- 
fore related,  and  remained  firm  loyalifts.  The  rea- 
fon  is  pretty  obvious.  The  king  had  ordered  profe- 
cutions  againft  fuch  corporations  as  to  his  attorney- 
general  feemed  meet. 

Tempora  mutantur,  nos  tt  mutamur  in  illis. 


Of  St.    NICHOLAS'S   CHURCH,    its  Donations, 

Monuments,  6r. 

We  have  before  had  occafion  to  obferve,  that  this 
church  was  founded  by  Herbert  Lofing,  the  rich  bi- 
fhop  of  Norwich,  about  the  year  1 1 23. 

In  1251  it  was  dedicated,  having  been  greatlv  en- 
larged the  preceding  year.  At  prefent  it  confifts  of 
three  ailes,  which  together  make  a  breadth  of '108 
feet.  The  middle  aile  is  much  fmaller  than  the 
other  two,  both  in  hcighth  and  breadth,  but  to  the 
caft  extends  further  in  length,  being  930  feet  within 
the  walls.  The  heighth  of  the  ftecple  is  186  feet, 
and  is  made  of  wood,  covered  with  lead. 

In  the  53d  of  Henry  III.  1269.  the  prior  and 
monks  of  the  Holy  Trinity  of  Norwich  held  the 
church,  valued  at  one  hundred  marks' ;  and  in  the 
14th  of  Edward  i.  1256,  the  jurors  fay,  that  the 
prior  of  the  Holy  Trinity  of  Norwich  holds  the 
church  of  St.  Nicholas,  valued  al  300  marks  per 
ann.  for  his  own  ufe,  Sec.  and  that  the  faid  prior 
and  his  predeceffors  have  holden  it  from  time  imme- 
morial, $cc. 

PFita  dc  lib.  dc  Gern. — Pttta  coron,  <bc. 

The 
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The  faid  prior  and  monks  had  it  given  and  ap- 
propriated to  them  by  the  founder  for  fixty  marks 
per  ann.  and  at  the  Reformation  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter fucceeded  them,  by  whom  it  is  now  held. 

The  founder  alfo  made  this  church  a  priory,  as 
a  cell  fubfervient  to  Norwich.  Three  parim  chap- 
lains, and  one  deacon,  ufually  officiated  in  it,  and 
it  appears  that  the  prior  was  obliged  to  provide  them  ; 
for  in  the  34th  of  Henry  VI.  1456,  the  town  re- 
ceived a  fine  "  of  the  prior,  for  want  of  a  parifh 
chaplain,  and  a  dean,  2os.  and  unlefa  they  be  pro- 
vided before  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael  next  enfuing, 
the  aforefaid  prior  fhall  incur  the  penalty  of  eight 
marks. " 

The  prior  of  Yarmouth  held  a  mefluage,  &:c.  in 
Thurton,  and  paid  out  of  it  to  the  abbot  of  Langley, 
the  lord  there,  as.  3d:  per  ann.  and  was  afterwards 
poffeffed  of  other  lands  and  tenements. 

Againft  the  wall,  in  the  fouth  aile  of  the  church, 
hung  formerly  a  chronographical  table,  containing 
a  fhort  hiftorical  and  defcriptive  account  of  Yar- 
mouth, written  in  Latin,  but  has  been  taken  down 
and  defaced  near  two  centuries  ago.  It  appears  to 
have  been  written  before  the  Reformation  by  fome 
ecclefiaftic  belonging  to  the  church,  which  from  the 
third  article  feems  pretty  evident.  In  hac  urbe  unum 
ejl  valde  laudabile,  quod  nunquam  in  ea  vir  ecclefiq/licus  t 
quide,  peccato  carnu  publics  fie  notus.  \.  e.  "  In  this 
town  is  one  very  laudable  thing,  that  there  never 
was  in  it  an  ecclefiaftic,  who  has  been  publicly  de- 
tected of  the  fin  of  carnality." 


Q  4 
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Such  articles  of  this  table  as  were  thought  worthy 
to  be  prefcrvcd,  were  trankribed,  and  placed  in  the 
Guild-hall. 

The  communion  table  (lands  in  the  eaft  end  of 
the  middle  aile,  where,  before  the  Reformation,  flood 
the  high  altar,  and  over  it  a  loft,  called  the  rood-loft, 
which  fupported  a  large  crucifix,  having  a  veltry 
behind. 

This  rood-loft,  in  the  above-mentioned  table,  is 
filled  "  the  cbllly  woik  about  the  great  altar."  It 
was  creeled  at  the  fole  expence  of  Roger  de  Haduif- 
coe,  prior  of  St.  Olavc's,  in  1370,  and  was  very  cu- 
rioufly  ornamented  and  decorated  with  devices,  fee. 
It  was  illuminated  with  lamps  and  candles,  thence 
called  rood-lights,  arid  exhibited  a  very  loleinn  and 
awful  fplendor  to  the  fpeaator. 

To  thefe  lights,  placed  before  altars,  ima?€s,  Sec. 
moft  people,  who  left  legacies  to  pious  ufes,  be- 
queathed fomcthing;  their  iupport  was  attended 
tvkh  great  care  and  erxpence,  and  they  had  always 
a  cuflos  or  warden  to  iupointend  them.  This  is 
evident  from  a  memorandum  which  we  find  made  in 
the  :?6th  of  Henry  VI.  1448,  by  which  it  appears 
"  that  John  VVaflon  and  Thomas  Pond  had  under- 
taken to  find  the  light  for  Corpus  ChrHH  in  this 
church  for  thr  fpace  of  two  yeais  ;  and  if  anv  dcfi- 
ciencv  or  negligence  was  proved  (herein,  they  were 
to  be  tined  five  marks  to  the  baiuiis  ior  every  de- 
fault/' 

Befides  frequent  legacies,  thefe  lights  had  certain 
annual  rents  of  tenements,  kc.  which  the  wardens 
collected;  and  fo  zealous  was  the  fuperftition  of 
tboie  liraes,  tja^t  there  vuas  fcarce  a  will  made,  but 

a  becjudt 
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a  bcqucfl  was  bellowed  on  this  fpecics  of  Popi/k  pa* 
ra  fie 


chapel  in  the  eafl  end  of  the  church,  which  he  dedi- 
cated to  the  Lady  of  Arncburgh.  This  chapel  was 
{landing  in  1.545;  on  the  north  fide  was  a  fine  or- 
gan, a-)>d  to  the  weft  of  that  was  the  chok,  furnifhed 
with  eight  pviefts,  or  monks,  who  compofed  a  choir 
till  the  diffolution.  They  were  fcnt  from-  Norwich, 
and  refidcd  under  the  prior  here,  who,  as  often  as 
he  thought  proper,  replaced  them  with  eight  others. 

We  have  accounts  of  HO  fewer  than  fevcnteen 
chapels  in  this  church.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
they  were  fo  very  numerous,  that  notwithstanding  the 
.  fpacioufnefs  of  the  church,  it  was  thought  neceliary 
to  erecl:  an  additional  aiie  or  chapel  at  the  welt  end. 
This  was  begun,  and  was  called  the  new  work,  but 
on  account  of  the  plague  in  1349,  which  fwept  otf 
the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants,  it  was  never 
finifhed. 

Thefe  chapels  had  each  its  particular  image,  al- 
tar, light,  &c.  which  were  principally  fupportcd  .by 
a  fociety,  called  a  guild.  They  had  moil  of  them 
particular  po  Hellions  of  real  and  perfonal  eflates. 
They  had  each  of  them  an  alderman,  who  was  ac- 
countable to  two  auditors  for  their  refpeclive  tran- 
faclions,  which  were  therefore  regularly  regillered ; 
and  their  feveral  members  were  permitted  to  make 
public  proceffions  through  the  town  on  particular 
occafions. 

In  two  old  church  books,  mention  is  made  of  fc- 
veral  organs  and  veitrics  in  the  14th  and  15th  cen- 
turies. There  allo  appears  to  have  been  fome  pan- 

tomimical 
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tomimical  machinery,  in  order  to  reprefent  the  flar, 
as  appears  from  thefe  articles  : 

In  1465,  Paid  for  leading  the  flar,  3d.  on  the  twelfth 
day. 

-  --  Making  a  new  flar. 

In  1506,    -  For  hanging  and  fcouring  the  flar. 

-  A  new  balk  line  to  the  flar,  and 

ryfing  the  flar,   8d. 

In  1512,   .....   For  a  nine-thread  line  to  lead  the 
flar,  &c. 

In  1465  alfo,  there  appear  to  have  been  feveral 
fums  difburfed  on  account  of  the  fepulchre,  for  fet- 
ting  it  up,  mending  of  angels,  tending  the  light, 
&c.  &c. 


Several  other  memorandums  of  the  14th  and 
centuries  alfo  occur,  amongft  which  are  difburfements 
for  covering  images  in  Lent,  hanging  up  the  veil  ; 
for  bells  and  bell-ropes  ;  for  making  a  fhip  to  hang 
in  the  church;  for  fetting  up  and  taking  down  the 
pafchal,  painting  it,  a  new  fore-lock  to  it,  8cc.  In 
1485,  a  new  pair  of  cenfers,  containing  81  ounces, 
workmanfhip  and  gilding  i4d.  per  ounce. 

Inventory  of  the  Church  Goods  in  the  New  Veftry  in 
1502. 

"  A  principal  veftment  of  cloth  of  gold,  i.  e.  a 
"  chefapyll  and  a  cope  of  one  fuit  ;  eleven  toneclys 
"  (tunicles)  of  the  gift  of  fir  John  Faflolf,  knight. 

"  A  book  for  the  prior,  with  a  cufhion  of  velvet 
"  and  a  cloth  'of  filk. 
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"A  temple,  fiiver  and  gilded,    containing   168 

«•'  ounces. 

"  A  -4-  -H  with  Mary  and  John,  fiiver  and  gilded, 
"  containing  86  ounces. 

"  Eight  chalices,  the  befl  gilded,  and  weighs  46 
"  ounces, 

"  A  relick  of  the  oil  of  St.  Nicholas,  the  gift  of 
*' Dawn  John  Hoo,  prior. 

"  A  relick  of  St.  Margaret. 

"  ; — •• —    St,  George,  in  gold. 

««  the  Holy  Thorn,  in  lilver, 

"  — : St.  Maurick,  in  copper. 

Before  the  Reformation,  it  was  a  cuftom  for  the 
prior  and  monks,  and  afcerwards  for  the  dean  and 
chapter,  or  their  farmer  of  this  parfonage,  to  pro- 
vide a  breakfaft  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  eve- 
ry year,  on  Chriflmas-day,  which  cuftom.  continued 
till  the  2 j ft  of  Elizabeth,  1279,  when,  on  account 
of  a  grievous  plague  which  carried  off  two  thoufand 
of  the  inhabitants  in  one  year,  and  on  confidcration 
of  the  ruinous  condition  of  the  parfonage-houfe,  it 
was  agreed  that  Thomas  Ofborne,  who  was  then  far- 
mer of  the  parfonage,  fhould  pay  five  pounds  a  year 
to  the  church-wardens,  for  the  ufe  of  the  town,  in 
lieu  of  the  laid  breakfaft. 

After  the  plague  had  ceafed,  the  breakfaft  was  re- 
affumed  and  continued,  as  ufuai,  till  the  reign  of 
James  I,  when  William  Goftling,  then  farmer,  ab- 

folutely 


184  H  U  N  D  R  E  D    O  F 

iolutely  refufed  to  provide  it,  or  to  pay  any  equi- 
valent competition.  Upon  which  the  town  preferred 
a  complaint  to  the  dean  and  chapter,  who  prom  i  fed 
not  to  countenance  him  in  fuch  a  non-conformity  to 
the  terms  of  the  leafe  by  which  he  held  of  them. 

Mr.  Goftling's  allegations  on  this  occafion  were 
fpecious  enough,  but  it  is  to  be  imagined  that  his 
motives  were  lei's  moral  than  interefted,  nctwithfland- 
ing  the  plauiibilitv  of  his  reafons ;  which,  however, 
did  not  appear  fufFicient  to  exculpate  him  tathe  lords 
of  the  privy-council,  before  whom  the  matter  was  • 
brought ;  for  they  obliged  him  to  fign  an  agreement, 
whereby  he  engaged  to  pay  yearly  to  the  town,  in 
lieu  of  the  breakfaft,  ten  pounds,  which  was  diftri- 
buted  to  poor  fi'ihermen,  &c.  and  five  pounds  for 
his  default  in  before  rcfuiing  to  provide  the  breakfaft. 
This  continued  till  the  making  of  a  new  agreement, 
between  the  corporation  and  Mr.  Gofliing,  of  a  grant 
of  nomination  and  appointment  of  preachers  and 
minifters  in  this  town,  fmce  which  it  feems  that  both 
breakfaft  and  compofition  fhared  the  fate  of  all  hu- 
man inftitutions,  and  funk  into  oblivion. 

After  the  death  of  the  faid  William  Goftling, 
Charles  his  brother  and  executor,  confirmed  in  1624 
an  agreement  formerly  made  by  his  faid  brother 
William  with  the  corporation,  on  a  complaint  made 
by  the  latter  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Norwich, 
".that  the  impropriate  reclory  of  Yarmouth  was  not 
iupplied  with  able  and  fufRcient  paftors  or  minif- 
ters;" the  purport  of  which  agreement  was,  "  that 
the  corporation  fhould  nominate  and  elecl  their  own 
minifters,  for  -the  remainder  of  his  leafe," 

At  the  time  of  the  above  confirmation,  Mr.  Wil- 
ki.nibn  was  minifter  of  the  church,  who  having  pre^ 

ferment 
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ferment  elfewhere,  imagined  the  town  would  with- 
hold from  him,  on  account  of  his  non-refidence, 
their  annual*  fUpend  of  twenty-five  pounds,  in  lieu 
of  his  offerings,  and  therefore  without  ceremony  de- 
manded diem  of  his  communicants,  whom  he  threa- 
tened with  exclufion  from  the  holy  communion,  in 
cafe  of  a  refufal ;  but  upon  an  after-conference  with 
the  town,  finding  that  they  did  not  intend  to  deprive 
him  of  the  compofition,  a  reconciliation  took  place, 
and  he  returned  the  money  he  had  already  received 
of  the  people,  intimating  at  the  fame  time  his  defive 
of  living  upon  good  terms  with  them,  fo  long  as  he 
fhould  hold  the  living. 

Mr.  Wiikinfon,  however,  left  his  cure  foon  after, 
and  put  a  period  to  this  formal  friendfhip.  At  which 
time  a  vacancy  cnfued,  on  account  of  the  dean  and 
chapter's  oppofing  the  town's  nomination  and  ap- 
pointment of  a.  minifter,  agreeable  to  the  terms  of 
their  agreement  with  Mr.  Goflling ;  and  accordingly 
the  lord  biihop  of  Norwich,  by  letter  to  the  baililis, 
appointed  Mr.  Gammon  to  officiate  as  minifler  in 
the  (aid  vacancy. 

The  receipt  of  this  letter  was  alfo  accompanied 
with  an  inflrument  of  inftallation,  which  Mr.  Gam- 
mon then  produced  ;  a  peremptory  and  fuddeu  mode 
of  proceeding  highly  difplcafmg  to  the  town,  but 
which  they  thought  proper  to  fubmit  to,  on  account 
of  Wilkinfon's  fudden  departure,  for  a  few  days, 
and  not  longer. 

A  fliort  time  after,  therefore,  it  was  refolved  to 
write  to  the  biihop,  "  averting  their  right,  and  allur- 
ing him  of  their  refolution  to  maintain  their  privilege 
of  nomination  and  elcclion  ;"'  accoidingly  in  April 
1625.  a  letter  of  attorney  was  given  to  Mr.  Edmund 
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Groflfe  and  others,  to  prefent  John  Brinfleye,  clerk, 
to  be  curate  of  St.  Nicholas's  church.  At'  the  fame 
time  the  cafe  was  laid  before  fir  John  Suckling,  knt. 
comptroller  of  the  king's  houfhold,  and  one  of  the 
privy-council,  who  wrote  to  the  bifhop  of  Norwich, 
requefting  him  to  ceafe  his  interpofition,  in  an  affair 
which  appeared  to  him  to  be  in  favour  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

This  had  not  the  defired  efTeS;  for  the  dean  and 
chapter  foon  after  exhibited  a  bill  in  Chancery  againft 
the  corporation,  concerning  the  nomination  and  ap- 
pointment of  preachers  and  minifters  to  ferve  in  the 
cure  of  Yarmouth ;  their  principal  allegations  againft 
the  town  being  concerning  thejcparatifts,  a  diflentin°- 
fca  ;  neglecl  of  the  lord  chief  juftice's  warrant ;  de- 
taining the  church  books  ;  holding  affcmblies  in  the 
church  ;  a  difrepeft  of  king  James's  mandate,  dated 
30th  Dec.  1624;  difturbances  in  the  church,  &c. 

In  this  year,  1624,  Thomas  Cayme,  an  Anabapti/l' 
preacher,  was  imprifoned  by  the  magiftrates,  but  af- 
terwards releafed  by  an  order  from  the  lord  chief 
juftice.  The  penal  laws  were  afterwards  ftriclly  put 
in  force  againft  fectuaries,  at  the  inftigation  of  the 
bifLop  of  Norwich. 
-<v 

^r'.  Brinfleye  was  alfo  convened  before  the  high- 
commiflion  court  of  Lambeth,  to  be  queftioned  upon 
matters  not  then  known ;  who  therefore  obtained  a 
certificate  from  the  corporation,  under  their  com- 
mon ftal,  of  his  proper  demeanor,  official  qualifica- 
tions. &c.  and  afterwards  the  town  voluntarilv  pre- 
ftnted  him  with  another  certificate,  in  bus  behalf, 
coutaimug  additional  claufcs  of  recommendation. 

But 
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But  all  was  infufficicnt ;  a  decree  in  Chancery 
\vas  given  againfl  the  town,  on  a  certificate  made  by 
Laud,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  on  a  reference 
made  to  him  by  the  court,  "  That  the  nomination  of 
curates,  or  minifters  for  Yarmouth,  belongs  to  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Norwich,  and  not  to  their  far- 
mers of  that  re&ory." 

Mr.  Brinfleye  was   accordingly  difmiffed  at  Mid- 
fummer  1627,  having  ferved  the  cure  two  years,  and 
•was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Barker. 
/ 

This  controverfy  had  irritated  the  bifhop  of  Nor- 
wich againft  the  town  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  every 
little  frivolous  thing  was  made  the  foundation  of  as 
many  litigious  and  vexatious  fuits.  But  upon  the 
petition  of  the  late  bailiffs,,  with  Mr.  Brinfleye,  to 
the  king,  concerning  feveral  matters  urged  againft 
them  by  the  bifhop,  the  affair  was  referred  by  the 
king  to  the  lord  bifhop  of  London,  juflice  Crook, 
juflice  Yelverton,  the  dean  of  St.  Paul's,  and  fir 
Henry  Martin  ;  who  accordingly  direcled  their  letters 
to  the  bifliop,  to  appear  at  the  houfe  of  the  earl  of 
Manchefler,  lord  prefident  of  the  privy-council,  in 
order  to  hear  the  caufe. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  bifhop  having  had  forne  in- 
telligence concerning  the  petition,  thought  proper  to 
addrefs  the  bail  ills  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  ex- 
preffing  his  wifhes  that  they  would  recommend  to 
him  a  fit  perfon  for  a  fecond  preacher,  which  was 
accepted  by  the  town,  and  feems  to  have  been  the 
£rft  ftep  towards  a  reconciliation. 

Mr.  Brinfleye,  after  his  difmiffion  from  St.  Ni- 
cholas's church,  preached  in  a  place  called  the 
Dutch  church  (afterwards  converted  into  a  theatre) 

till 
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till  he  was  again  filcnccd.  But  the  town,  bein  j  about 
to  chufe  a  le&urer,  who  was  alfo  to  be  approved  by 
the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  made  great  intereft  to  get 
Air.  Brinfleye  into  that  office.  Whereupon  they 
addrefled  their  letters  to  the  bifhop,  who  was  willing 
to  confirm  their  choice  after  being  fatisfied  in  thefe 
two  particulars,  viz.  firft,  Whether  their  election  of 
Mr.  Brinfleye  was  unanimous,  and  if  any  were  dif- 
icntient,  to  have  their  objections  communicated  to 
him :  fecondly,  On  account  of  the  decree  in  Chan- 
cery having  debarred  him  from  holding  the  cure, 
whether  it  did  not  alfo  exclude  him  from  all  minifle- 
rial  funclion  in  Yarmouth;  for  his  fatisfaction  in 
which,  he  folicitcd  that  the  court  might  again  be 
moved  on  that  queftion. 

To  the  firft  enquiry,  the  town  returned  a  fatisfac- 
tory  anfwer  in  the  affirmative  ;  to  the  fecond  they  re- 
plied, that  as  the  leclurer  was  paid  out  of  the  town's 
ilock,  and  not  out  of  any  church  revenues,  they  did 
not  imagine  that  the  decree  could  in  any  wife  affect 
their  eleclion  of  him,  nor  did  they  conceive  that 
Chancery  interferred  in  matters  of  that  nature,  but 
that,  for  the  bifhop's  fatisfaclion,  they  would  fend 
their  recorder,  Mr.  Miles  Corbet,  to  confer  thereon 
with  his  lorcUhip. 

Another  complaint,  on  oath,  was  alledged  againft 
Mr.  Brinfleye  in  the  court  ojf  Chancery,  the  princi- 
pal of  which  was  his  interrupting  the  fervice,  by 
going  into  the  pulpit  before  it  was  finifhed.  In  op- 
pofition  to  which,  a  certificate,  utterly  denying  the 
charge,  was  fent  to  him,  figned  by  the  bailiffs  and 
principal  people  of  the  town. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  intereft  the  corporation 
could  make,  Mr.  Brinfleye,  in  confequence  of  a 

commiffion 
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CpnjmiiEon  taken  by  order  of  the  king  and  his  coui> 
cil,  '*  was  forbid  to  exercife  his  fund  ion  wiihin  the 
to'vn  and  liberties  of  Yarmouth,"  of  which  he  was 
thereby  declared  ineligible,  but  not  of  any  other 
place,  being  lawfully  called,  and  conforming  himfelf 
to  the  church  of  England. 

Soon  after  this  the  king  gave  permiilion  for  thenr 
to  nominate  their  own  leclurer,  on  their  paying  him 
his  (Upend ;  which  nomination  was  to  be  confirmed 
by  the  lords  of  the  council,  to  whom  they  were  to 
prefent  two,  or  more,  for  their  choice  of  one  of 
them ;  but  if  it  appeared  to  them  that  neither  was 
eligible,  then  they  were  to  nominate  others,  and  fo 
on  till  one  was  approved.  Agreeable  to  which  Mr. 
Vincent,  Mr.  Norton,  and  Mr.  George  Burdeit  were 
prcfcnte.d  to  the  board,  who  made  choice  of  the 
latter. 

The  lecturer's  fahiry  was  fixed  at  one  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  the  indrument  for  the  payment  off 
which,  fealed  with  the  common  feal,  was  to  be  fent 
to  the  beard  for  their  approbation:  counter  articles 
of  agreement  were  alfo  fignecl  by  the  lecturer,  for 
the  fatisfa£Hon  of  the  corporation. 

For  the  final  determination  of  the  difference  lately 
agitated  between  the  town  and  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  Norwich,  on  the  igth  of  March,  1635,  Matthew 
Brookes,  minifler,  and  George  Eurdctt,  leclurer  of 
Yarmouth,  with  Thomas  Johnlbn  and  Mr.  Medowe, 
appeared  before  the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  when  arti- 
cles were  agreed  to  the  fatisfadion  of  both  parties. 

This  agreement  was  not  long  effectual ;   for  in  July 

following  Mr.  Brookes  cited  Mr.  Burdett  to  appear 

beiore  the  chancellor  of  Norwich,   "  for  not  bowing 
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at  the  name  of  Jefus."  Mr.  Burdett  accordingly  ap- 
peared, attended  by  feveral  gentlemen  of  Yarmouth, 
•who  were  ready  to  depofe,  upon  oath,  "  that  he 
actually  did  IXHV  at  the  name  of  Jefus  ;"  *  and  he 
himfelf  in  anfwer  to  the  chancellor's  demand,  faid 
that  in  that  point  he  had,  did,  and  would  obferve 
the  canon.  Mr.  Brookes's  letter,  however,  and  his 
affirmation,  joined  to  that  of  fome  of  his  friends, 
had  fufficient  weight  with  the  chancellor  to  procure 
Mr.  Burdetfs  fufpenfion ;  which  was  removed,  the 
following  month,  by  the  interceffion  of  the  bailiffs. 

Still  we  find  the  eccleliaftical  too  much  for  the 
civil  power;  for  in  April  1635,  Mr.  Burdett  having 
been  again  fufpended  in  the  high-commiflion  court, 
he  left  the  town  precipitately,  took  his  pafiTage  in  a 
fhip,  and  fct  fail  for  New  England,  leaving  behind 
him  a  diftrefled  wife  and  family,  towards  whofe  fup- 
port  the  corporation  generoufly  allowed  an  annuity 
of  twenty  marks. 

The  faid  year  the  vicar-general  came  to  town,  and 
ordered  feveral  alterations  and  reparations  in  the 
church. 

Amongft  other  inftances  of  the  mifconducl;  of  the 
clergy  here,  in  times  of  popery,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing, which  were  prefented  by  the  jurors,  and  fines 
levied  accordingly. 

"  51  Edward  III.  1377,  That  Thomas,  dean  of 
Flegg  and  Yarmouth,  took  unjuftly,  for  proving  the 
will  of  John  Ocle,  565.  above  and  contrary  to  the 
fiatute  ef  the  church. — Fined  6s.  8d. 

"Alfo, 

*  This  is,  in  Touchftone's  phrafe,  the  fyt  direfi. 
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"  Alfo,  that  the  (aid  dean  took  extortionally,  for 
proving  the  will  of  Simon  Horner,  45.  and  the  faid 
will  did  not  contain  any  more  than  145. 

"  Alfo,  the  faid  dean  malicioufly  ravifhed  (rapuit 
malicioje)  Alice  the  wife  of  John  Boys,  of  Norwich, 
in  the  houfc  of  John  Lewe,  in  fpitc  of  her  hufband, 
contrary  to  the  peace,  8cc.  and  keeps  her  in  his 
adulterous  embraces,  and  is  a  common  adulterer  and 
fornicator.  —  Fined  25. 

"  $  Henry  IV.  1402,  That  fir  Richard,  dean  of 
Yarmouth  church,  broke  into  the  hoiife  of  Philip 
Glover,  &c.  — 


"  4  Henry  IV.  1403,  Alfo  that  the  faid  Richard, 
dean  of  St.  Nicholas's  church,  and  Thomas  Walboc, 
parifh  chaplain  of  the  fame,  are  common  vagabonds 
in  the  night.  —  Fined  45. 

"  4  Henry  VI.  1403,  That  the  reclor  of  Burgh 
church,  dean  of  Yarmouth,  keeps  and  maintains  for- 
nicators  in  the  town,  taking  of  them  bribes,  and  does 
not  correcl  them.  —  Fined  405. 

"  9  Edward  IV.  1460,  That  Thomas  Aleyn, 
clerk,  keeps  and  daily  receives  and  entertains  a  certain 
.woman  of  bad  character,  called  Joan  Flantyf,  &c.  —  - 
lined  4od.  and  to  difmifs  her  under  pain  of  2os. 

And  that  Joan  Barflet  keeps  and  entertains  chap~ 
lains,  friars,  and  other  Grangers  fufpecled  in  her 
houfe,  with  herfelf  and  other  women  of  bad  behaviour, 
day  and  night.  —  fined  lod. 

9  Henry  VII.  1494,  That  Richard  Afhley,   chap- 

lain of  the  hofpkal,  and  John  the  deacon,  chaplain, 
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&:c.     are   common    night-walkers    at    unlawful    hours* 
fined   2od.  each. 

13  Henry  VII.  1498,  Received  of  Joan,  the  wife 
of  John  Crepon,  becaufe  fbe  lay  in  the  night  with  a 
chaplain,  as  evidently  was  proved  before  the  bailiffs. 
Fined  55.  6d. 

Several  other  inflances  are  upon  record  of  the 
fharneful  mifcondufl  of  thefe  clerical  gentry,  which 
it  is  not  our  intention  to  recount  with  acrimony. 

Many  benefactions  were  given  for  oblations,  and 
other  religious  purpofes,  as  alfo  towards  the  repairs 
of  St.  Nicholas's  church. 

, Simon  atte  Gappe,   of  Yarmouth,  left   6s.  Sd.  to 
the  fabrick  of  St.  Nicholas's    church   of  South  Yar- 
mouth.     Of  this  church  there  now  remains  only  an 
-old  ruin,    called   Gorleftori  old  fteepk,    which  has 
for  man v  ages  pad  been  an  excellent  fea-mark. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  we  find  frequent  dif- 
tr.rbances  made  in  this  church  concerning  religion. 
Of  this  we  have  an  inftance  in  1535,  in  which  year, 
en  Nov.  i,  as  Dompnus  Robert  Cotton  was  preach- 
ing a  fermon,  a  great  riot  was  made  by  twenty-four 
perfons,  with  William  Swarton,  chaplain,  at  their 
head,  who  it  feems  were  oppofers  of  the  fuperfliti- 
ous  doclrine  of  the  Romifh  church,  and  publickly 
declared,  "  That  no  honour  is  given  to  the  feynts, 
to  the  pictures  and  ymages  of  them  within  the  chirch, 
Wilfa  lights  and  fuche  other  lyke  thyngs  ;  and  that 
a  chriften  man  fhall  profight  nothyng  by  makyng  of 
interceffions  and  prayours  to  the  feynts  of  hevyn,  to 
"be  meditatours  and  meanes  for  him  to  Almighty 
God.  And  alfo  that  our  Ladv  is  noi  in  Hevyn. 

And 
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And    that    all    holy  water   is  good  fawcs f^&^apon, 
and  other  fuche  lykc  iav:;;gi." 

And  in  1541,  October  28,  four  merchants  of  Yar- 
mouth came  into  the  church  together,  in  the  time 
of  divine  fervice,  and  adminiftration  and  elevation 
of  Corpus  Chrifti,  and  in  a  tumultuous  manner 
fpoke  heretical  words,  and  fvvore  by  all  the  members 
of  Chrifl,  to  the  great  diflurbance  of  the  congrega- 
tion, &c.  but  afterwards'  putting  themfelves  on  the 
king's  mercy,  by  mreties,  they  were  fined  each  2S.V 

Having  thus  given  an  account  of  the  molt  mate- 
rial things  relative  to  St.  Nicholas's  church,  we  fhali 
coi. elude  with  pointing  out  fuch  monuments  therein, 
as  f'eem  worthy  the  reader's  attention ;  but  we  de- 
cline the  infertion  of  monumental  infcriptions,  as 
they  feldom  contain  any  thing  but  eulogiums?  not  at 
all  intereiling  to  pofteriry. 

As  you  come  in  at  the  fouth  door,  in  the  fouth 
ailc  of  the  chancel,  to  the  right  hand,  on  the  wall  is 
a  neat  white  marble  monument — To  ike  memory  of 
Mary,  the.  lajl  Juruivor  of  five  children  cf  Robert  and 
Mary  7ackfon,  who  was  born  at  Yarmouth ,  Ocl  the  aoth, 
1709,  and  died  at  Ipjwifh,  May  21,  1728,  aged  17. 
Behind  this  monument  lie  the  four  other  children  of 
the  fame  parents. 

On  the  fame  fouth  wall,  a  little  more  eafterly,  is 
another  white  marble  monument — To  Erafmus  Jaiy, 
Gent,  who  died  Aug.  j,  1766,  aged  25. 

.  A  little  diftance  from  the  fame  wall,  is  a  black 
marble  on  the  floor — To  Maria  Jojep'm Cotman,  gene- 
rofi,  obiit  qitinio  die  jYovembris,  AUKO  Dom.  1/27,  cetat. 
19,  be. 
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•  Eaft  of  this  ftone — To  Mary  the  wife,  of  Thomas 
Clarke,  Gent.  Collector  of  their  Majfjlits  Cnjtoms  in  the 
port  of  Yarmouth,  end  eldtjl  daughter  of  Juhn  Haford, 
of  Haford  in  the  county  of  Worcejler.  Gent.  She  died 
July  16,  1622,  aged  50.  Alfo  Mary  the  daughter  of 
the  f aid  Thomas  and  Mary  Clarke.  She  died  Dec.  28, 

1696,  aged  28. Tho.  Clarke,   Gent,  ebiit  25  Aug. 

1708,  aged  68. 

More  northerly  lies  another  ftone — In  memory  of 
Eliz.  Mijfenden,  wife  of  the  Rev.  T.  Mijfenden,  M.  A. 
She  died  April  18,  1751,  aged  55. 

Still  north  of  this  ftone  lies  another — To  Francif- 
cus  Cortenaye,  ncbiii  Jlirpe  Court enaica  de  Cajlro  Pvw- 
derham  in  Argo  Devonicnfi  navis  prtffidiaritf  Cbpitaneus, 
qui  conlra  belgas  pro  rege  el  patria  fortiter  dwiicans  Lc- 
tfiali  vulnere  petitut,  obiit  vicefimo  die  J\"ovenibiis,  Anno 
Dom.  1673. 

Next  to  this,  northerly,  is  one — To  T.'wixffs  Bvt- 
lolph,  Alaerman,  deceafed  the  lajl  day  of  Febrewarye, 
Anno  Dem.  1614. 

A  little  more  to  the  north,  a  ftone  to — Richard 
Terrier,  Armigeri,  cbiu  die  quarto  Calcnd  Xbris.  Anno 
Dom.  1728,  eetat.  57,  &c. 

Another  ftone  at  the  weft  end  of  this — The  remains 
of  Mrs.  Sarah  Leake,  widow,  relicl  of  John  Leah, 
Gent,  nephew  cf  fir  Andrew  Leake,  Admiral  of  the  Blue. 
She  died  on  the  b^th  of  March,  1/43,  aged  47  years. 

Another  ftone  to  the  north  to — -Robert  Gallant, 
M.  B.  ob.  Junh  die  2jmo.  Anno  Dom.  1746,  a  tat.  55. 
— Helena  praditti  RoberLi  Gallant,  obiit  23  Sept.  1756, 
atat.  63. 

The 
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The-  next  ftone,  ftiil  northward  —  Gcorgivs  Hard- 
warr,  May  vli.  1635,  eetat.  66,  migravit,  quern  Marf 
garela  vxor  &  amanti/fima,  atat.  62,  fefjvvla  eft  Off.  2, 
1638.  They  had  ten  children,  fix  of  whom  lie  bu- 
ried here. 

A  few  yards  from  the  fouth.  door  —  Rofe  Hunting- 
ton,  late  wife  to  Packard  Huntinglon,  who  dud.  Sept.  8, 
anno  1678,  aged  57  years. 

Near  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  fame  aile,  a 
(tone  to  —  Richard  Bathurjt,  Gent,  loho  was  thejeventh 
fon  cf  Edward  Bathurjl,  of  Finchcocks,  in  the  parijh  of 
Gowdhurjl,  in-  the  county  of-  Kent,  EJq.  He  died  April 
7»  17°7» 


On  a  neat  white  marble  mural  monument  againft 
the  wefl  wall  —  Elizabeth,  tJie  widow  of  Mr.  John  Ra- 
me)>,  who  was  loft  at  fea  in  the  29^/1  year  of  his  age^ 
in  December  1718.  She  furvived  him  near  40  years, 
and  died  Feb.  -14,  1758,  aged  64  years.  For  his  pojle- 
rity,  her  fon,  John  Ramey,  Efq.  has  Taufed  this  monu- 
ment to  be  erected. 

We  come  now  to  the  middle  aile  of  the  chancel, 
in  which,  at  the  foot  of  the  fteps  afcending  to  the 
rails  before  the  communion  table,  is  a  black  marble 
ftone,  thus  infcribed  —  John  Manclarke,  A.  B.  ininifUr 
of  this  parijh,  died  Nov.  8,  1770,  aged  38. 

A  marble  ftone  next  to  this,  weftward,  has  fqur 
edges,  which  are  cut  aflant  for  the  purpofe  of  pre~ 
ferving  the  legend  —  To  John  Cowldham,  4  tymes  Bai- 
liffe  of  this  townc.  He  died  Sept.  2  1,  1620,  aged  84. 

Another  ftone,  ftill  weftward  —  To  Margaret,  fome 
time  the  wife  of  John  Arnold,  merchant,  and  onc,e  bailif 
P  4  '/ 
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cf  this  towne,  and  Intely  tlte  wife  of  the  Rev.  and  famous 
William  Bridge,  Mhiijltr  of  tic  Gojpel,  and  Pa/tour  to 
the  Cortgregationall  Church  in  Yarmouth.  S.'ie  died  jYov. 


On  another  (lone  weflerly—  -  To  ~fohn  Allerlfon, 
formerly  alderman  of  the  coipjralion  of  Great  Yarmouth, 
and  bailije  in  the  ycare  1653.  He  died  Ocl.  28,  1693, 
aged  7  i  . 

On  another  flone  -  Joannis  Daffet,  generofi,  ob. 
Feb.  25,  1637,  at.  68. 

On  a  flone  towards  the  north  fide  -  William 
JBurtcn  the  elder,  who  was  twice  batlijje  of  this  towns, 
and  died  the  Sth  day  of  Apiil,  1673,  aged  (>$. 

And  under  this  is  -  William  Bur  Ion,  M.  D.  obiit 
July  23,  1756,  aged  5$. 

In  pafllng  towards  the  nave  of  the  church,  at  the 
weft  end  of  the  aile,  on  the  right  hand,  is  an  ele- 
gant mural  monument  to  —  Samuel  Fvllcr,  armigeri, 
obiit  19  Mail  1721,  annum  agens  7  $m.  He  was  bailiff 
in  1679,  and  mayor  of  Great  Yarmouth  in  1707. 

Beneath  this,  Parentibus  optimis  Johannes  filius  natu 
fecundus,  regite  majejlati  nuper  ad  Elrufcos  conjul  et  in 
prime  Georgii  Jecundi  parliament!  fcnator,  et  Roja  Jdia, 
vnica  fuperjtes  manner  hoc  marenlesf.  MPCCXXVIII. 

Near  the  middle  pillar  on  the  fouth  fide  -  To 
Mitchel  Mew,  Efq.  twice  bailijje  and  once  mayor  of  this 
town,  obiit  the  zijl  day  of  April,  1670,  aged  71. 

In  the  north  aile  of  the  chancel  is  an  elegant 
numeric,  of  curious  workmanfhip,  upon  a  pillar 

U 
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the  vvcfl  end,  having  this  infcription  -  RgO  Hanna 
Daffct  virgo,  juxta  hanc  Jie.lam  dorrhio  at  expzrgejiam 
tefurgani  in  (Sternum  vivarii,  nam  rcdcinptor  tueus  vimt. 
Migravi  18  die  Augujli  anno  JaluHs  i(''3i,  (Ft.  27. 

Near  the  middle  of  the  aile,  to  the  north  —  To 
James  Arris,  Efq.  bailiff,  mayor,  ciptain  of.  militia  fit- 
"ilcers  of  this  town.  He  died  Jan.  28,  1724,  aged  68, 
Alfo  his  wife  Mary,  April  30,  1715,  and  their  daugh- 
ter Elizabeth.  March  9,  1720, 

Towards  the  north-cafi  of  the  above  -  Elizabeth 
Whcdcr,  the  only  daughter  cf  Abraham  Wheeler,  who  died 
before  Jhe  had  fully  accomptijhed  the  iqlh  year  of  her 
age,  j\ov.  8,  1636. 

A  little  diftancc  from  the  north  door  -  To  John 
Cooper,  fenior,  who  was  one  of  the  bailijjs  in  1657,  an^ 
died  Oct.  3,  1684. 

In   the  north-call  corner   of  the   aile  -  Hie  Jita 

eft  Maria  Thoma  Macro,  S.  T.  P.  X.  Cal.  Feb.  anno 
Jalutis  1724,  (Etat.  33.  Alfo  to,  Tho.  Macro^  hujus 

ecdefice  per  2  1  anno  s  pafcor  Jidus,  obiit  1  6  cal.  Apr. 
.  A.  D.  1743,  <ziat.  60.  -  Tho.  Marco,  A.  B,  filius 

unicus   coll.    Caii   Cant.  alum.  &  theologitf  candidatus, 

obiit  Apr.  5,  A.  D.  1746,  alat.  23. 

On  the  fouth  fide,  adjoining  to  this,  is  another 
Maria  Jilia  Samu  Us  Pake,  M,  D.  et  Elizabc* 


tli<z  uxoris,  naiu  maxima,  obiit  Vto.  Kalend.  Junii  1714. 
Ad  VI  annos.  et  II  menfes  .ncita  reliquiae  egregii  viri 
Sam.  Pake,  M.  B.  inter  h<zc  marmoris  daijftra  reconditas 
inner  are  lector.  Obiit  ±to  Kal.  Aug.  anno  Dm.  1  743, 
fftat.  35. 

On 
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On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  aile — To  Elizabeth  Halt,, 
Ji/ler  to  the  wife  of  Thomas  Macro,  D.  D.  who  died  De- 
cember 28,  1746,  aged  63.— Alfo,  Mary  Love, 

daughter  of  John  Go/tin  Love,  who  died  May  30,  i  747, 

aged  3  years. Johannes.  Gojlin  Love,  armiger,  natus 

2  Feb.  1721,  denatus  3  Ocl.  1767. 

South  of  this Venerabilis  Gvlielmi  Lyng,  A.  M. 

fcckJicB  Anglican^  Prefbileri,  parochialis  etiam  fancli  vi- 
goris  de  Fulburn,  in  com.  Cantab* si.  Anno  Dom.  1719, 
atat.  71.  Alfo  to  his  wife,  and  fome  others  of  his 
family. 

A  ftone  further  to  the  fouth To  Mr.   William 

Spooner,  who  was  once  bailiff  and  afterwards  major  of 
this  town,  obiit  zd  Ocl.  1722,  at.  by. 

Yet  further  fouthward  one — To  William  Browne, 
Efq.  once  bailiff  and  mayor  of  this  town,  who  dud  Nov. 
7,  1710,  aged  4.6. 

There  are  likewife  in  the  chancel  two  tables,  con- 
taining the  feveral  benefactions  to  the  corporation, 
to  the  church,  to  the  hofpitals,  to  the  poor,  See.  one 
being  in  the  north  aile,  the  other  in  the  fouth,  againft 
the  weft  wall. 

Near  the  north  door  of  the  crofs  aile,  as  you  pafs 
out  of  the  chancel  into  the  church,  on  the  floor,  is 
a  long  Latin  epitaph  to  the  memory  of  the  family  of 
Hall. 

Weftward  of  the  north  door  is  a  mural  monu- 
ment to — Mr.  Thomas  Bradford,  alderman,  once  bailiff. 
end  afterwards  mayor  of  this  town,  who  died  July  3, 
1703,  aged  74. 

on 
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On  the  fame  wall,  more  foutherfy,  is  a  monu- 
ment of  white  marble,  thus  infcribed: 

Near  this  marble,  his  mother,  and  other  relations, 
Are  interr'd  the  remains  of  Sir  Win.  Gooch,  BaiL 

born  in  this  town  Oclobcrsi,  A.D.  1681. 

He  went  young  into  the  army,  and  behaved  gallantly 

during  all  O.  Anne's  wars,   at  the  end  of  which 

he  married 
Mrs.  R.  Staunton,  of  Hampton,  Middlefex,  whither 

he  retired, 

But  not  till  after  he  had-foyally  affified  in, 

fubduing  the  rebellipjrn  in   Scotland  in  1715. 

In  1727  the  king  made  him  lieut.  gov  of  Virginia, 

And  of  him  'twas  juflly  (\:  what  could  be  better)  faid 

that  he  was  the  only  governor  abroad  againfl 

whom  inhabitant  or  merchant  never  once  complained. 

In  1  740  he  became  colonel  of  an  American  regiment, 

and  was  fent  with  them  to  the  fiege  of  Carthagena, 

where,  tho'  Providence  remarkably  preferv'd  him, 

his  wounds  and  a  bad  climate  greatly  impaired  him. 

For  this  and  his  other  fervices  he  was  advanced 

to  the  rank  of  brigadier,  and  major-general ; 

but  thefe  neither  increafing  his  fortunes 
nor  refloring  his  health,  he  returned  to  England, 

Where,  after  unfuccefsful  journies  to  Bath, 

he  concluded  his  life  December  i7th,    1751. 

To  whofe  memory  his  much  afflicled  widow 

has  creeled  this  monument. 

On  the  floor,  further  fouthward,  on  a  black  mar- 
ble is  the  following — "James  the  fon  of  James  Han- 
not,  died  5th  Odlr.  1 754,  aged  65  years.  Alfo  Mary, 
late  wife  of  James  Hannot,  who  died  June  13,  1696, 
aetat.  37.  Alfo  the  above-mentioned  Mr.  James 
Hannot,  who  died  June  7,  1704,  aged  50.  Alfo, 
Ann,  wife  of  Cha.  Lovell,  daughter  of  the  above- 

faid 
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faid  Mr.  James  Hannot,  who  died  April  27,  1706, 
aged  21.  And  Sarah  his  daughter,  wife  of  Mr. 
liaac  Spilman,  ob.  Sept.  12,  1742,  aetat.  30. 

As  you  pafs  into  the  north  aile,  fometimes  called 
the  old  chancel,  to  the  weft,  under  t,ie  arch,  is  the 

following "  The  remains  of  John  Brinfley,   fen. 

M.  A.  and  late  lecturer  in  this  place,  who  died  Jan, 
52,  1664,  aged  64. 

Within  the  faid  north  aile,  northcrlv,  is  this 

Hie  jita.  eft  Maria,  Jilia  Naih.  Sjmonds,  ad  Garienis 
OJlmm  mercatoris,  ct  Maria  uxoris,  obiit  Sept.  die  10, 
j  733,  anno  atatis  34,  et  etiam  Anna  Maria  pr<rdi£tis 
Joror  Edvardi  While  tier.  A.  M.  uxor.  ob.  Aug.  23, 
1 734'  G&d'  34-  Edvardi  White  et  Anna  uxorujiliolce^ 
Cfb.  Oct.  die  i  S  bimejiris  tanium. 

To  the  weft  is  this — "Here  lieth  the  body  of  John 
Carter,  who  was  twice  bailiff  of  this  town,  and  one 
ef  the  elders,  Sec.  Anno  Dom.  1667,  aetat.  73. 

Near  the  north  wall  is  this  infcription — "  Ann, 
the  wife  of  Thomas  England,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Luiwer  of  Buxton,  Gent.  ob.  April  26,  1682,  aetat. 
40,  and  Thomas  her  hufband,  fecond  fon  of  fir 
George  and  dame  Sarah  England,  alderman,  and 
twice  bailiff  of  this"  town,  ob.  iith  of  Sept.  anno 
1693,  anat-  48-  Alfo  eight  of  their  children,  viz. 
five  fons  and  three  daughters." 

To  the  weft  of  the  flone  preceding  the  above,  is 
this — "  In  memory  of  Thomas  Godfrey,  twice  bai- 
liff and  many  years  town-clerk  of  this  burgh.  And 
of  Elizabeth  his  wife,  one  of  the  two  daughters  and 
co-heireffes  of  Major  Thomas  Wilde.  He  died 
April  30,  1704,  aged  63." 

A  little 
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A  little  further  to  the  weft — •"  Thomas  Bcndifh, 
of  Gray's  Inn  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  Efq.  cle- 
fcendsd  from  the  very  ancient  family  of  fir  Thomas 
Bendifh,  of  Effex,  Bart,  who  was  ambaflador  from 
king  Charles  I.  to  the  Grand  Seignior.  He  married 
Bridget,  the  daughter  of  Henry  heton,  of  Ireton  in. 
the  county  of  Derby,  Efq.  Come  time  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland.  Obiit  27  Apr.  1707,  actat.  61." 

The  next  {tone  to  the  fouth  is  to — "  Henry  Ben- 
difh,  late  of  Tempsford  in  the  county  of  Bedford, 
eiq.  He  died  the  i  6th  of  June,  1753,  in  the  4 nth 
year  of  his  age." 

On  a  flcne  to  the  weft — "  Edmund  Thaxter,  al- 
derman, and  twice  bailiff  of  this  town,  ob.  16  May 
anno  Dom.  1690,  aet.  72.  Sarah  Thaxter,  relicl  of 
the  lame  Edmund,  before  of  John  Fowle,  of  the  city 
of  Norwich,  efq.  and  eldeft  daughter  of  fir  George 
and  dame  Sarah  England,  obt.  13111  May,  A.  D. 
1696,  aetat.  57." 

Near  the  north  wall  is  this  infcription, 

Hie  requiejcit  corpus  Philippi  Page  genero/i  qui  obiit- 
Ultimo  die  Januarii  Anno  ALtat,  Jrue  triccjimo  fepLimo 
Anno  Domini  Milrjimo  Sexcentefimo  Oclogejimo  quarto. 

Weft  of  this  is  a  mural  monument  to  the  memorv 
of  fir  George  England,  who  ferved  the  office  of  bai- 
liff in  the  years  1657  and  1667,  and  was  knighted 
by  Charles  II.  He  died  Jan.  16,  1677,  aged  59 

years. 

Beneath  this,  on  the  fame  wall,  is  a  plate  of  iron, 
in  which  an  infcription  is  cafl  in  relievo  to  Jofeph. 
England,  fon  of  fir  George  England,  knt.  who  died 
April  30,  1674,  aged  25. 

On 
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_  On  the  weft  fide  of  this  is  a  marble  monument, 
with  an  infcription  to — "  George  England,  efq.  eldeft 
ion  of  fir  George  England,  who" died' June  30!  i  702, 
aged  59.  He  was  recorder  of  this  town,  and  feverai 
times  member  of  parliament  for  the  fame,  and  a 
true  friend  to  that,  and  die  liberty  of  his  country/'1 

And  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  iron  monument  is  one 
to—"  Benjamin  England,  efq.  third  fon  of  the  (aid 
fir  George  England,  km.  who  died  April  30,  1711. 
He  was  feverai  times  bailiff,  mayor,  and  member  of 
parliament  for  this  town." 

Near  tin's,  on  the  floor,  is  a  ftone  to  Walter  Sal- 
tonltall,  gent,  who  died  May  8,  1750,  aged  77. 

On  a  pillar  towards  the  weft  end  is  a  very  neat 
monument,  and  on  a  marble  at  the  foot  of  the  pil- 
lar is  an  infcription  to— "John  Hall,  merchant  by 
the  old  and  new  charier,  and  twice  bailiff  of  this 
town.  And  in  the  fame  place,  the  body  of  Ann  his 
daughter,  aged  9  years,  which  was  the  151.11  child 
that  he  buried.  He  died  aged  61,  May  7,  1684, 
Alfo,  Mrs.  Ann  Hall,  rclifi  of  Mr.  John  Hall,  who 
died  Feb.  15,  1703,  aged  69." 

In  the  middle  aile  is  an  infcription  to  Henry 
Church,  who  was  bailiff  in  1670,  and  died  m  1676, 
aged  60. 

In  the  alley  between  the  fouth  and  north  door, 
near  the  font — •'  Chriftopher  Spendlove,  fen.  M.  A. 
late  lecturer  of  Yarmouth,  who  died  Dec.  10,  1665! 
aged  69." 

Near  the  weft  door  is  this—"  Here  lieth  interred 
the  body  of  Scth  Hawley,  alderman,  and  once  mayor 

of 
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of  King's  Lynn,  who  in  a  defired  voyage  breathed 
his  laft  in  this  town,  buried  here  on  the  25 di  of 
March,  A.  D.  1776,26131.  78," 

On  a  handfome  mural  monument  in  the  north 
aile  is  this  inscription : 

Near 

This  place  are 

Depofited  the  Remains  of 

HENRY     S  W  I  N  D  E  N, 

Author  of  the  Hiftory  and  Antiquities 

of 

GREAT    YARMOUTH/" 
Who  died  nth  January,  1772,  aged  55. 

To  whofc  Memory 
This  Marble  is  creeled 

by 
JOHN    IVES,     F.  S.  A. 


in- 


There  are  many  other  ancient  flones,  without  ... 
fcriptions,  in  which  have  been  fixed  plates  of  brafs 
of  various  forms,  the  matrices  of  which  are  ftili  vi- 

fibie, 

*  Mr,  Henry  Swinden,  with  indefatigable  accuracy,  began 
and  compleated  an  adual  Survey  of  the  Town  of  Great  Yar- 
mouth ;  the  manufcript  plan  of  which,  after  his  deceafe,  was  in 
the  polFeffion  of  his  friend  and  patron  John  Ives,  efq.  jun, 
F.  A.  S.  after  whofe  death  it  was  fold  by.  Mr.  Swinden's  wi- 
dow to  the  Corporation  for  the  inconfiderable  Sum  of  Fivs  Gui- 
nea!. In  June  1779,  Mr.  M.  J.  Armftrong  had  leave  to  take 
a  Copy,  which  he  has  fince  publifhed  in.  a  corredl  and  elegant 
manner,,  on  one  large  fheet,  at  3s.  6d. 

Mr.  Swinden  was  alfo  Author  of  a  very  laborious  Hiftory  of 
Qreat  Yarmouth  ;  but  dying  whilil  the  lait  Iheet  was  at  prefs,  ic 
was  publiihed  by  Mr.  Ivcs  in  1772,  in  o::e. volume,  Quarto,  at 
il.  is. 
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fible,  but  the  brafles  were  all  Tent  to  London  in  i  5,- 1, 
by.  an  order  .of  affembly,  to  be  caft  into  weights, 
meafures,  Sec.  for  the  town's  ufe. 

There  is  a  chamber  veftry  in  the  north  aile,  at  the 
north-weft  corner,  in  which  is  a  library  of  ancient 
books,  corififting  of  above  two  hundred  volumes, 
molt  of  them  in  folio.  There  is  alfo  a  curious  defk, 
in  which  are  (helves  fo  contrived  as  to  revolve,  and 
prefent  the  books  on  either  to  your  hand,  with  letting 
fall  thofe  on  the  other. 

In  the  church  yard  are  a  prodigious  number  of 
grave  Hones,  few  of  which  are  infcribed  to  perfons 
of  diflinclion,  and  are,  therefore,  not  within  the 
pale  of  hifloric-evidence:  we  cannot,  however,  but 
remark,  that  "  Loving  and  Beloved"  is  an  epithet 
which  we  find  tacked  to  the  name  of  moil  people  in- 
terred here. 

The  following  account  of  eminent  men,  natives  of 
Great  Yarmouth,  we  take  from  an  ancient  hiftory  of 
Norfolk,  published  in  the  Magna  Britannia. 

"  In  this  town  was  born  Arthur  Wilfon,  cfq.  who 
wrote  the  life  and  reign  of  James  I.  with  fo  much 
freedom,  that  he  is  often  cenfured  for  it  ;  nay  more, 
is  faid  inflead  of  an  hrftbry,  to  have  written  an  in- 
famous pafquil.  He  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
the  tranlaclions  of  that  king,  and  his  court,  becauf^ 
he  was  an  attendant  for  many  years  upon  Rob^rc 
D'Evereux,  earl  of  EfTex/ and  his  friends,  whom  he 
favours  very  much  all  along  in  his  hiftory,  as  he 
floes  alfo  Robert,  earl  of  Warwick,  whofe  flewtfrd 
he  was  after  the  earl  of  Effexs  death.  The  great 
fault  of  his  hiftory  is,  that  he  hath  in  many  thirigs 
endeavoured  "to  make  the  world  believe,  that  king 

James 
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James,  and  his  Ton  after  him,  were  inclined  to  Popery, 
and  defigned  to  bring  that  religion  into  England  ; 
Which  to  effea  he  is  guilty  of  many  mifreprcfenta- 
tions  of  both  Speeches  and  actions,  And  built  much 
upon  furmifes  in  (lead  of  authentic  papers  and  re- 
cords. He  died  at  Fclftead  in  Effex,  anna  1652. 

'  Thomas  Whitfleld,  who  was  the  author  of  di- 
vers books  again  a  Lay-Preachers— The  Armenian 
Tenets  concerning  Election,  Redemption,  &c.  printed 
at  London,  i  649— Of  Liberty  of  Confcience— The 
Extent  of  God's  Providence,  printed  ib.  i  65  i ,  &c. 
was  the  minifter  of  this  town.  He  ran  with  the. 
times,  when  the  king  and  efpifcopacy  were  outed  *' 
but  conformed  at  the  Reftoration  of  Charles  II.  when 
he  obtained  the  rcflory  of  Bugbrook  in  Northamp* 
tonfhire.  His  (on  Succeeded  him  in  that  living. 

Dr.  Thomas  Soamcs  was  born  in  this  town  : 
He  was  the  (on  of  a  lifherman,  but  dcfccndcd  of  an. 
eminent  family  of  that  name,  his  cou fin  John  Soamcs 
being  a  man  of  fo  good  an  eflatc,  that  he  paid  a 
competition  of  1430!.  for  it,  and  then  dwelling  at 
Burn  ham  in  this  county.  He  was  after  he  had  pafTed 
his  fchool  education  bred  up  in  academic  learning 
in  Peter-Houfe  in  Cambridge,  where  bis  uncle  Ro- 
bert Soamcs  was  mailer,  and  being  admitted  int^ 
holy  orders,  became  minifter  at  Staines  in  MiddJcfex, 
and  prebendary  of  Windfor.  Hq  was,  in  the  times 
of  rebellion,  a>  firm  JoyaliJt,  and  fo  much  compaf- 
fionated  his  majefly's  want  in  his  war  with  the  parlia- 
ment, that  he  was  not  mindful  of  his  own,  for  he 
fent  all  he  had  to  the  king;  fo  that  when  the  rebels 
came  to  plunder  him,  they  found  nothing  to  take  but. 
himfelf ;  which  thsy  accordingly  did,  and  imprisoned 
him  firft  in  Ely-Houfe,  then  in  Newgate,  and  after-, 
wards  the  Fleet,  becaufe  he  had  fa  much  of  the 
Q  primitive 
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primitive  religion  in  his  excellent  fermons,  -and  fo 
much  of  the  primitive  pra&ice  in  his  looks,  de- 
mearour  and  life,  being  reckoned  a  bleffing  in  thofe 
fad  times  to  all  the  places  wherever  he  came,  by  his 
fatherly  afpeft,  zealous  prayers,  and  divine,  and  in 
many  things  prophetical  difcourfes.  He  died  not 
long  before  the  Refloration  of  Charles  II.  May  8, 
1660." 

Prefent  State  of  Great  Yarmouth. 

At  the  bottom  of  an  accurate  plan  of  Yarmouth 
lately  -published  by  Mr.  Aimftrong,  he  has  fubjoined 
a  fhort,  but  comprehenfive  account  of  this  town, 
which  we  have  his  leave  to  infert  here. 

"  GREAT  YARMOUTH  is  fituated  at  the  mouth 
of  the  rivex  Yare,  where  it  influxes  with  the  Britilh 
ocean:  inlat.  52°  46'  long  1°  42'.  It  lies  in  the  hundred 
of  Eaft  Flegg,  at  the  eaftcrn  extremity  of  the  county 
of  Norfolk,  where  the  river  divides  it  from  Suffolk  ; 
a  part  of  which,  called  South  Town  and  Weft  Town, 
or  Little  Yarmouth,  is  within  the  jurifdiclion  of 
Great  Yarmouth. 

•«'  It  has  fent  two  reprefentatives  to  parliamei 
fmce  the  23d  of  'Edward  I.  who  are  chofen  by  tl 
burghers,  being  free-men  by  fervitude,  or  inhe 
tance.  The  town  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  annual 
elected  Auguft  29,  and  fworn  into  office  Septemt 
29,  who  is  a  juftice  of  the  peace  in  this  borougl 
for  life:  the  other  officers  of  the  corporation,  are  tl 
high  fteward,  recorder,  fub-fleward,  deputy-mayo 
juftices  of  the  peace,  eighteen  aldermen,  a  towi 
clerk,  thirty-fix  common  councilmen,  two  chamber 
lains,  a  water  bailiff,  Sec. 

*'  Yarmout 
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"  Yarmouth  {lands  on  a  peninfula  formed  by  trie 
fea  and  harbour,  which  being  gained  from  the  main 
ocean,  was  called  Ce.rdic  Sand  or  Shore.  The  river 
Yare  or  Garicnis  had  ilTue  into  the  fca  by  Caftor, 
where  the  Romans  had  a  ftation  :  but  changing  its 
courfe  bv  Gorlefton,  the  Garianonum  of  the  Romans 
was  conftrucled  at  Burgh  caflle,  where  the  Stablefiau 
horfe  were  flationed. 

"  The  town  contains  an  area  of  133  acres  ;  is 
divided  into  eight  wards,  formerly  four  leets  ;  lies 
north  and  fouih,  upon  the  eaft  bank  of  the  Yare  and 
Bure,  about  two  miles  from  the  haven's  mouth,  and 
near  half  a  mile  from  the  fea  eaftward:  is  1770  yards 
in  extent  from  north  to  fouth,  and  603' from  eaft  to 
weft:  has  four  principle  ftreets  and  156  narrow  lanes 
called  rows.*  It  is  encompafTed  with  a  \vall  2240 
yards  in  length,  on  which  are  fixteen  old  towers  and 
ten  gates.  The  town  extends  along  the  river  2030 
yards,  which,  with  the  wall,  makes  the  whole  circuit 
4270  yards,  or  two  miles  and  thirty- four  chains. 

"  Yarmouth  is  diftant  from  London  123  miles, 
between  which  a  ft  age  coach  paries  thrice  a  week, 
each  way  :  machines  fet  out  and  arrive  from  Nor- 
wich (22  miles)  twice  every  day,  except  Saturday. 
It  is  alfa  diftant  from  North  Walfham,  25  miles  ; 
from  Beccles  15  ;  Bungay  20,  and  from  Loweftoft  9. 
The  town  is  faid  to  contain  fifteen  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants, who  carry  on  an  extcniive  maritime  trade,  for 
which  purpofe  Yarmouth  is  very  advantageoufly  fitu- 
ated ;  having  the  benefit  of  the  rivers  Bure,  Yare, 
and  Waveney,  navigable  for  keels  of  forty  tons  bur- 
Q  2  then 

*  It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  there  is  not  in  this  tcr.yn 
more  than  one  building  of  any  kind  covered  with  thatch. 
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then.  Befides  the  mackarel,  herring,  and  north  feat 
cod  fifheries,  there  is  a  brifk  trade  to  Holland,  Nor- 
way and  the  Baltic,  for  deals,  oak,  pitch,  tar,  and  all 
other  naval  {lores,  which  are  chiefly  confumed  in 
building  fhips  in  the  dock  yards  here;  the  exporta- 
tion of  corn  and  malt,  which  is  faid  many  years  ago 
to  have  amounted  to  220,000  quarters  a  year ;  the 
fhipping  of  the  greater  part  of  the  fluffs  manufac- 
tured at  Norwich  for  foreign  markets ;  the  importa- 
tion of  coals,  which  is  allowed  to  be  36,000  chal- 
drons annually,  on  an  average,  with  other  articles  of 
merchandize  from  the  North,  and  the  heavy  goods 
from  London,  configncd  for  Norwich,  Beccles,  Bun- 
gay,  Aylfham,  &c.  all  together  occafion  much  bufi- 
n'efs,  and  employ  abundance  of  hands  and  (hipping, 

"  The  quay,  fays  Swinden,  is  allowed  to  be  the 
faireft,  lafgeft  and  longeft  in  Europe,  that  of  Seville  in 
Spain  only  excepted,  being  1014  yards  from  the 
fouth  gate  to  the  bridge,  above  which  the  quay,  for 
jmaller  veffels,  extends  1016:  it  is  in  fome  places 
150  yards  in  breadth,  and  is  by  much  the  moft 
agreeable  part  of  the  town. 

"  The  public  buildings  in  Yarmouth  are  St.  Ni- 
cholas's church,  whofe  tower  with  a  fpire,  186  feet 
in  height,  is  a  noted  fea  mark,  and  appears  crooked 
in  whatever  direction  viewed,  fince  the  year  1683, 
when  it  was  fet  on  fire  by  lightning,  and  extinguiflicd 
by  one  John  Gricc,  for  which  fcrvice  the  corporation 
voted  him  their  thanks,  and  a  piece  of  plate  worth 
ten  pounds.  This  was  the  only  place  of  worfhip 
for  thofe  of  the  eflablifhed  religion  in  this  populous 
town,  till  the  year  1716,  when  a  beautiful  chapel 
Was  built,  and  dedicated  to  St.  George.  St.  Nicho- 
las is  a  curacy  in  the  gift  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of 

Norwich. 
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Norwich.!  The  fiflierman's  hofpital,  the  charity  and 
hofpital  fchoois,  the  workhoufe,  the  goal,  the  guild- 
hall and  Dutch  chapel  have  nothing  to  recommend 
them  to  notice,  but  the  feveral  excellent  purpofes  for 
ivhich  they  arc  adapted.  The  new  hall  and  affembly- 
houfe  on  the  quay  has  an  excellent  appearance ;  and 
the  new  theatre  lately  opened  is  finished  with  tafte 
and  convenience. 

"  Yarmouth  was  anciently  one  of  the  Cinque- 
ports,  and  had  frequent  contentions  with  the  others  r 
it  had  alfo  controversies  with  the  lord  of  the  hundred 
of  Loihinglaud,  of  the  manor  of  Caftor,  &c.  about 
rights  and  immunities,  all  of  which  were  decided  in 
favour  of  this  town.  The  corporation  has  particular 
and  extenfive  privileges  ;  and  here  is  a  Court  of  Re-, 
cord  and  Admiralty.  The  liberties  of  Yarmouth 
extend  to  St.  Olave's  bridge  on  the  Waveney,  to 
Hardley  Crofs  on  the  Yare,  and  to  Wey-bridgcon  the 
Burc;  up  to  one  of  which  there  is  a  grand  proceffion 
by  water  in  July  every  year. 

41  Though  Yarmouth  Roads,  on  the  eaft  of  the 
town,  are  very  fafe,  and  the  chief  rendezvous  of  the 
colliers  between  Newcaftle  and  London,  and  of  other 
merchantmen,  which  are  conftantly  paffing  and  re- 
paffing,  itill  the  coaft  is  particularly  noted  for  being 
one  of  the  mod  dangerous  and  moft  fatal  to  failors  in. 
Britain,  a  melancholy  inftance  of  which  happened 
about  the  year  1692,  when  above  200  fail  of  fhips, 
Q  3  and 

f  In  1771  the  Rev.  John  Smyth,  D.  D.  and  prebendary  of  the 
Cathedral  church  of  Norwich,  was  licenfed  to  the  curacy  of 
Yarmeuth  Magtia,  on  the  prefentation  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Norwich. -i— *— The  Rev.  Edward  White  holds  the  curacy  of  St, 
Geprgc's  chapel  fince  1734  ;  and  in  1779  the  Rev.  Mr.  Turner 
was  chofeu  by  the  corporation,  le&urer. 
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and   above    one    thoufand  perfons  were  loft  in  one 


t:  Above  eleven  hundred  veffels  belonged  to  this 
port  fifty  years  ago  :  —  One  hundred  and  fifty  are  em- 
ployed in  the  herring  fifhery,  and  between  forty  arid 
fifty  in  fhe  exportation  to  Italy,  Spain  and  Portugal. 
Fifty  thoufarid  barrels  of  herrings  are  generally  taken 
and  cured  here  in  one  year  ;  and  no  lefs  a  number 
than  30,  OOQ  mackarel  have  been  fern  to  Norwich  at 
one  time,  which  fold  for  about  a  penny  a  piece  in  a 
few  hours.  —  Befides  fi  filing  veflels,  upwards  of  three 
hundred  fhips  now  belong  to  Yarmouth,  and  the  fea- 
mi;n,  as  well  mailers  as  mariners,  are  jufily  efteemed 
amongft  the  ableft  and  moft  expert  navigators  in 
England.  This  town  furnifhes  the  fherifTs  of  Nor- 
xvich  with  one  hundred  herrings  every  year,  which 
are  baked  in  twenty-four  pafties,  and  by  them  deli- 
vered to  the  king.  By  this  tenure  the  city  of  Nor~ 
xvich  holds  the  manor  of  Eafl  Carlton.  Red  her- 
rings cured  here,  are  nick-named  Yarmouth  capons. 
The  Dutch  begin  to  fi(h  off  this  coaft  September  21, 
annually. 

"  Here  was  the  flati'on  of  the  packet  boats  to  and 
from  Holland,  till  it  was  removed  te  Harwich.  It 
has  coft  the  inhabitants  confiderable  Turns,  and  much 
trouble  in  fecuring  the  beach  and  haven  ;  and  near 
two  thoufand  pounds  is  expended  yearly  to  maintain 
the  piers,  and  to  keep  the  harbour  clear  of  the  fand 
and  mud.  At  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  on  a  flip' 
of  rand  which  runs  down  from  the  town  two  miles, 
is  a  fmall  garrifon  and  platform  of  two  baftions  called 
tiit  fort,  J  \vhicli  is  all  the  fecurity  one  of  the  greateft 

ports 

J  Captain  Fifter  and  Mr.  Greathead  of  the  corps  of  engi- 
have  lately  taken  a  furvey  of  the  high  grounds  oppofite 

the 
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parts  in  the  kingdom  has ;  the  great  guns  that  were 
on  the  walls  of  the  town  being  removed  by  Charles  II. 
and  the  old  works  quite  demoiifhed. 

"  From  the  month  of  May  to  the  latter  end  of 
September,  Yarmouth  is  much  reforted  to  by  the 
gentcelefl  company  from  the  counties  of  Suffolk  and 
Norfolk,  and  even  from  London,  for  the  benefit  of 
bathing. — A  commodious  bath-houfe,  into  which  the 
fait  water  is  railed  by  a  machine  every  tide,  was 
creeled  fome  years  ago  ;  where  valetudinarians,  See. 
of  both  fexes  are  attended  with  fafety  and  decency 
for  one  (hilling.  There  are  alfo,  bathing  machines 
or  carts,  ufed,  at  fix-pence  each  time. 

"  Durin g  the  bathing  feafon,  convenient  and  ele- 
gant lodgings  may  be  had. — Here  are  t;vo  large  inns, 
the  Wreftlers  and  Angel  ;  the  markets  on  Wednef- 
day  and  Saturday,  are  plentifully  fupplied  ;  and  the 
polite  amufements  of  the  theatre,  alfembly-room  and 
concerts,  renders  the  refidence  of  ftrangers  at  this 
time,  whether  for  health  or  pleafure,  perfeclly  agree- 
able. Thofe  who  are  fond  of  fifhing,  (hooting,  or 
failing,  may  indulge  themfelves  with  much  fatisfac- 
tion  in  this  neighbourhood.  Frefh  water,  fruit,  and 
vegetables  are  abundant  here. 

"  After  viewing  the  public  places,  and  the  (hip- 
ping in  the  Roads  from  the  Danes,  there  is  nothing 
more  worthy  notice,  than  the  very  extraordinary  per- 
formances at  Mr.  Ramey's  on  the  quay  ;  who  has 
furriifhed  a  parlour  with  drawings  of  Mrs.  Ramey's 
execution  with  a  hot  poker,  after  capital  matters.  The 
neatnels  and  minute  accuracy  with  which  they  are 
04  done 

the  haven's  mouth,  by  order  of  the  board  of  ordinance,  with  z 
view,  as  it  is  imagined,  ef  building  a  fort  and  barracks. 
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clone  are  wonderful;  and  there  5s  frequently  a  fpirit 
in  the  flrokcs  fuperior  to  the  original  prints. — Mr. 
Devcrfon,  collector  of  .the  fait  duties,  has  made  an 
elegant  colleclion  of  fliells,  foffiis,  and  other  natural 
productions ;  and  Mr.  Boulter,  in  the  Market-place, 
has  formed  a  coup  d  ail  of  every  thing  that  is  fcarce 
and  curious, 

"  A  cart  of  a  fmgnlar  conflruclion,  adapted  to 
the  narrow  rows  or  lanes,  and  ufed  in  no  other  town 
in  England,  is  made  ufe  of.  here,  both  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  bufincfs  and  plcafure:  in  it  heavy  goods 
arc  conveyed  with  cafe,  and  pcrfons  with  fafety:  it 
is  drawn  by  one  horfe  only,  and  dignified  by  the 
name  of  a  Tar  mouth  coach. 

"  Here  arc  meeting  houfes  for  Prefbyterians,  Qua- 
kers, and  Anabaptifts,  :vc.  a  Cuftom  houfe,  Excife- 
office,  Poft-ofFice,  and  oiher  places  of  public  bufi- 
jiefs. — Here  is  an  handfome  organ,  faid  to  be  the 
bcfl  in  Europe,  except  that  at  Haerlem  in  Holland. 

"  A  fair  is  annually  held  here  on  the  Thurfday 
and  Friday  in  Eafter  week;  and  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  fir  Robeit  Pafton,  of  Pafion  in  this  coun- 
ty, was  from  this  place  created  vi {"count,  and  after- 
wards earl  of  Yarmouth:  this  title  becoming  extincl, 
Amelia  Sophia  de  Walmoden,  who  came  into  Eng- 
land in  1 739,  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  baroriefs 
and  countefs  of  Yarmouth,  by  George  11,"^ 

After  the  many  attempts  this  town  has  made  to 
improve  the  navigation  of  their  haven,  we  cannot 
but  regret  that  it  (till  remains  in  a  very  precarious 
flate.  Mr.  Charles  Labelye  took  a  view  and  furvey 
in  i  747,  and  feems  to  think  the  haven  and  river  ca- 
pable of  great  improvement.  Mr.  Samuel  Bream 

has 
*  Aratftrong's  Plan  of  Yarmouth, 
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has  fincc  publifhed  his  thoughts  to  the  fame  effecl:  • 
but  the  opinions  of  engineers  are  in  moft  cafes  fo 
oppodte  to  each  other,  that  it  requires  more  penetra- 
tration,  and  a  flronger  refplution  to  decide  on  their 
judgment,  than  comes  to  the  fljare  of  the  generality 
of  people.  ' 

In  a  town,  where   the  greateft  inconvenience   is 
daily  felt  on  account  of  the  difficulty  and  danaer  Qf 
paffing  carnages  through  the  narrow  ftreets  and  rows 
we  wonder  much   that  amidft  the  public  fpirit  which 
fo   eminently  diftinguiflies   the   inhabitants  of  Yar- 
mouth, no  effort  has  bern  yet  made   to  remove  fo 
palpable  an  evil  ;    and  which  might  be  eafily  done 
by  opening  a  fpacious  ftreet   from  the  Marketplace 
a  ong  Aim-row  to  the  Quay.     The  purchafe   of  the 
old  houfes  and  ground  would   be   amply  repaid  by 
the  advance  of  rent  on  the  new  houfes  and  fljops. 

MAGISTRATES  ./GREAT  YARMOUTH,  ,  779. 

Right  Worfliipful  James  Turner,  Efq.  Mayor. 

Right  Hon.  George  Earl  of  Orford,  High  Steward. 

Hon.  Richard  \Valpole,  M.  P.  Recorder. 

John  Chamber,  Efq.     Sub-Steward. 


Juftices  of 
Jofepli  Ramey,  Efq. 
Thomas  Martin,  Efq, 
John  Ramey,  Efq. 
William  Fifher,  Efq. 
Robert  Lancafter,  Efq. 
Colmau  Manciarke,  Efq. 

the  Peace. 

Anthony  Taylor,  Efq. 
Hen>y  Gooch,  Efq. 
James  Fifher,   Efq. 
William  Taylor,  Efq. 
Thomas  Pitt,  Efq. 
Nuth.  Symonds,  Efq. 

Aldermen, 
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Aldermen. 


Mr.  George  Thompfon 
\Vm.  Paigrave,  jun. 


Mr,  John  Reynolds 
(Two  vacancies.) 


Common-Councilmen. 


Mr.  Thomas  Whitton 

Thomas  Adkin,  Efq. 

Mr.  Chriftopher  Sayers 
Nath.  Symonds 
Wm.  Browne 
George  Riches 

John  Ives,  Efq. 

Mr.  Robert  Woolmer 
William  Taylor 
John  Matter 
Thomas  Dadc 
Thomas  Manclarke 
Robert  Thompfon 
Robert  White 
Stephen  Godfrey 
W.  Browne  Wms. 
Rain  ham  Moyfe 
Wm.  Worfhip 


Mr.  Wm.  Butcher 

Benjamin  Fielding 
Sam.  Barker,  jun. 
Dover  Colby 
John  Sayers 
John  Fifher 
Rob.  Lancafter,  jun. 
Richard  Miller,  jun. 
John  Daniel 
Parfon  Cuflance 
James  Sayers 
Samuel  Tolver 
Tho.  Adkin,  jun. 
Benjamin  Cofterton 
Jonathan  Symonds 
Win.  Fifher,  jun. 
James  Fifher,  jun. 
Robert  Cory. 


Town-XUlerk,  Mr.  John  Spurgeon. 
Church-wardens,  Mr.  George  Thompfon,  and  Mr. 

Stephen  Godfrey. 
Chamberlains,  Mr.  Samuel  Tolver,  and  Mr.  Samuel 

Barker,  jun. 

\Vater-Bailiff,  Mr.  John  Burton. 

Pier-mafter,  Mi.  Samuel  Steels. 

Poft-mafler,  Mr.  Samuel  Seaman. 


Chronological 
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A  Chronological  Epitome  of   the  mod 
memorable  Occurrences. 

About  the  year  of  Chrift 

491  or  5,  Ccrdic,  a  warlike  Saxon,  with  Cenric  his 
fon.  and  a  large  bod}7  of  men,  landed  from 
five  fhips  on  the  fhore  where  Yarmouth  now 
{lands. 

1047,  the  6th  of  Edward  the  ConfeiTor,  there  were 
levcnty  burgefles  lived  here. 

1 100.  William  II.  13,  the  town  was  governed  by  a 
perlon  called  Ic  Provoft,  appointed  by  the 
king. 

1 1  23,  Henry  I,  23,  St.  Nicholas  church  firft  buik 
by  Herbert  Lofing,  the  rich  bifhop  of  Nor- 
wich. 

1209,  John  10,  firft  incorporation,  governed  by  four 
burgeifes,  annually  cholen. 

1261,  Henry  III.  45,  granted  leave  to  inclofe  the 
town  with  a  wall  and  moat, 

1278,  Edward  I.  6.  a  cell  of  Carmelites,  or  White 
Friars,  was  founded  by  the  king  ;  afterwards 
burnt  down  in  1509. In  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward'II.  the  Minorites,  or  Grey  Friars,  were 
founded  by  fir  William  Gerbrigge ;  and  in 
Henry  III.  Godfrey  Pilgrim  and  Thomas 
Faflolf  founded  the  Predicants,  or  Black 
Friars. 

1287,  Edward  I.  15,  the  fea  flowed  into  St.  Nicho- 
las church  four  feet  deep. 

1290,  Edward  I.  18,  A  very  beautiful  fhip  was 
built  "here,  to  convey  the  king's  daughter  from 
Norway  to  London. 

1295,  Edward  I  53,  Frefli  herrings  fold  for  thirty- 
feven  (hillings  per  laft. 

1296, 
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J2g6,  Edward  I.  24,  A  pipe  of.  red  wine  fold  at 
twenty  fhillings. 

1297,  Edward  I.  25,  Simon  "Blaking,  of  Martham, 
a  murderer  and  thief,  took  refuge  in  St.  Ni- 
cholas's church ;  churches  at  that  time  being 
an  afylum  for  fuch  crimes. 
Same  vear,  fires,  robberies,  and  other  damages 
wilfully  done,  to  the  amount  of  one  thoufand 
marks. 

3330,  Edward  III.  4,  Weil  end  of  St.  Nicholas's 
church  built ;  and  in  1333  the  office  of  water 
bailiff  firft  inftituted. 

Edw.   III.  created  John  Perebourne,  burgefs 
of  Yarmouth,  admiral  of  his  northern  fleet. 

1337,  Edward  III.  11,  The  Yarmouth  navy,  confift- 
jng  of  twenty  men  of  war,  conveyed  the 
king's  plenipotentiaries  to  the  court  of  Hai- 
nault,  and  took  on  their  return  two  Flernifb 
{hips  laden  for  Scotland,  with  the  bifhop  of 
Glafgovv  on  board. 

1038,  Edw.  III.  12.  The  magi flrates,  8cc.  fent  out 
their  fleet  to  cruize  for  a  month,  at  their  own 
coft  and  charges. 

^342,  Qcl.  Edw.  Ill,  16,  The  king  embarked  on 
board  the  Yarmouth  fquadron,  on  an  unfuc- 
cefsful  expedition  to  Britanny. 
Same  year,  the  principal  inhabitants  fined  1000 
marks,  for  irregularities  committed  on  the  fea 
coaft. 

2347,  Edward  III.  21,  This  port  fent  to  the  fiege  of 
Calais  43  fhips,  with  1075  mariners,  which 
was  eighteen  fhips  more  than  London  fent, 
and  more  than  any  other  port,  except  Fowey. 

1348,  Edw.  Ill,  22,  7052  perfons  died  of  the  plague 
in  Great  Yarmouth. 

5352,  Edw.  III.  26,  The  corporation  granted,  by 
charter,  to  the  culios  and  college  of  the  free 

fchoul 
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fchool  of  St.  George  in  the  caflle  of  Wind- 
for.  Otit'loft  of  red  herrings,  which  was  after- 
wards confirmed ;  to  be  delivered  annually 
on  St.  Andrew's  day,  in  lieu  of  which  (fmce 
1718)  ten  pounds  is  paid  to  the  dean  and 
canons. 

1354,  Edw.  III.  28,  Henry  Faftolf,  father  of  tfic 
renowned  fir  John  Faflolf,  was  one  of  the 
bailiffs. 

1368,  Edw.  III.  42,  John  Laiiwes  hanged  for  ex- 
porting feven  Yacks  of  wool  out  of  Kirkley- 
Road,  without  paying  the  cuftom. 

1381,  Richard  II.  4,  A  detachment  of  rebel  ar- 
chers or  bowmen,  under  John  Litterfter,  com- 
mitted depredations,  but  were  defeated,  and 
many  killed  next  day  by  the  townfmen. 

]  ^82,  Rich,  II.  5,  This  year  the  king  paid  a  vidt 
to  this  town,  arnongft  others,  in  June. 

1385,  Rich.  II.   8,    The   ftaple  of  wool  and  hides 

was  removed  from  Norwich  and  London  to 
this  port. 

1386,  Richard  II.  g,     Sir  Henry  Percy,  and  Faufet 

Percy,  were  fent  here,  with  300  men  at  arms, 
and  600  archers,  to  guard  thc'coaft;  an  irt- 
vafion  from  France  being  apprehended. 

1395,  Rich.  II.  1 8,  Yarmouth,  Norwich,  and  the 
coafl-towns  of  Norfolk,  fitted  out  a  number 
of  fhips,  to  fight  witri  Tome  Dan Ifh  pirates, 
that  lay  roving  on  the  Norfolk  coafl,  to  in- 
tercept the  Englifh  merchants,  Sec.  but  were 
defeated,  with  the  lois  of  20,000!.  in  fpecie. 

3403,  Henry  IV.  4,  Feb.  20,  The  king,  with  the 
content  of  parliament,  grants  that  the  (hip- 
ping of  wool,  fifhes  and  (kins,  together  with 
the  packing  and  weighing  of  wools,  8cc. 
which  then  ufed  to  be  at  Lynn  and  Ipfwich, 
ftiould  froirt  thenceforth  bs  at  the  to\vn  of 

Yarmouth 
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Yarmouth,  and  no  where  elfe  within  the 
counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  during  the 
king's  pleafure.  1  his  was  in  consideration 
of  its  being  a  frontier  town,  and  liable  to  in- 
vafions  by  the  enemy,  &:c. 
7,  Henry  VI.  5,  The  town  governed  by  two  bur- 
geffes  only ;  and  in  the  fame  year  a  bridge  of 
eight  arches  was  built  acrofs  the  Yare. 

1440, 'Hen.  VI.  18,  The  freedom  of  the  burgh  pur- 
chafed  for  two  marks, 

1448,  Hen.  VI.  26,  Ralph  Wadifwyke  was  made 
comptroller  of  the  cuftoms,  for  taking  lord 
Dolfemond,  a  French  lieutenant,  prifoner. 

1454,  Hen.  VI.  32,  This  year  John  Bovvyer,  or- 
ganifl,  with  ten  others,  amongfl  whom  was 
Richard  Southwell,  member  for  Yarmouth, 
received  their  freedom  for  263.  Sd.  each. 

1463,  Edw.  IV.  3,  John  Pedle,  labourer,  of  Yar- 
mouth, for  coining  and  uttering  1 8  groats, 
made  of  copper  and  lead,  as  good  and  law- 
ful money  of  England,  was  tried,  condemned 
and  hanged. 

1481,  Edw.  IV.  21,  Cobholm  Ifland  farmed  of  the 
town  at  43.  per  ann. 

1492,  Henry  VII.  7,  A  large  porpoife  fent  from  here 
as  a  prefent  to  the  earl  of  Oxford. 

1494,  Hen.  VII.  g.  A  charter  granted  for  bailiffs, 
burgefles,  Sec. 

1^5  ii ,  Henry  VIII.  2.  South-Town  united  with  Gor- 
lefton. 

1515,  Hen.  VIII.  6,  The  French  queen,  and  Charles 
Brandon,  duke  of  Suffolk,  came  here,  and 
were  entertained  by  the  town  three  days. 
They  were  fo  pleated  wiih  the  manners  of 
the  people,  and  the  fituation  of  the  place, 
that  they  expreffed  their  intention  of  endea- 
vouring 
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voming  to  pVevail  on  the  king  of  France  to 
pay  a  vi-fit  to  Yaruiouth. 

1528,  Hen.  VIII.  19.  The  firft  crane  ereaed  by  Ri- 
chard Bifhop,  to  be  excufed  ferving  the  office 
of  bailiff: 

1541,  Hen.  VIII.  32,  Thomas  Alleyn,  fhoeraakcr, 
and  Thomas  Hamond,  merchant,  both  of 
Yarmouth,  were  fined  as.  each,  for  merchan- 
dizing, bargaining,  and  felling  a  laft  of  white 
herrings  in  the  church,  in  the  time  of  divine 
fervice,  the  sd  of  November. 

1549,  Edw.  VI.  3,  A  party  of  Kett's  rebels  furprized 
and  conveyed  to  their  camp  on  Moufhold 
heath  the  two  bailiffs. 

Same  year,  manv  of  Kett's  rebels  were  flain, 
and  30  taken  priioners,  with  fix  pieces  of  ord- 
nance, in  attempting  to  reduce  the  town. 

1551,  Edw.  VI.  '),  John,  duke  of  Northumberland, 
chofen  high -lie  ward. 

J-"j3,  Edw.  VI.  7,  A  draw-bridge  made,  and  in 
1570  jt.  was  carried  away  by  a  rapid  tide, 
and  the  prelent  one  built. 

1554'  Mary,  i,  This  year  fifty  fail  of  fhips  were 
loft  in  one  day  and  night. — The  haven  very 
bad,  and  a  fiie-beacon  erected  on  the  top  of 
die  caflie. 

1355,  Mary,  2,  The  hermitage,  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  haven,  was  this  year  given  to  the  town. 

1362,  Elizabeth,  4,  John  Berry,  one  of  the  Eight- 

and-Forties,  at  an  affembly  holden  April  29, 
was  expelled  the  fociety,  "  for  that  he  ys  a 
\vhore-mafter,  and  lyveth  nngodly  with  fun- 
dry  women,  as  he  hath  openly  confeffed  and 
fworne  to  the  fame." 

1363,  Eliz.  5,  Herrings  were  fo  fcarce  this  year,  that 

green  or  frefh  herrings  were  fold  for  gl.  a  lail 
and  upwards. 
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1363,  Eliz.  9,    This  year  a  laft  of  herrings  and  at 

ton  of  wine  were  of  equal  value,  eilher  being 

fold  for  81.  in  this  town. 
Same  year,  the  haven  expences   amounted  to 

1230).  i2s.  4d. 
1570,  Eliz.  12,  June   8.    Thirty   of  the  Proteftants 

•who  fled  from  the  Netherlands  had  the  queen's 

licence  to  fettle  here. 

1578,  Eliz.    20,    Auguft,    Great    preparations  were 

made  at  Yarmouth  for  the  entertainment  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  who  was  expe&ed  there  by 
the  way  of  Suffolk ;  a  filver  cup,  in  form  of 
a  fhip,  which  coft  1 61.  was  made  on  purpofe 
to  be  prefented  to  her  majefty ;  but  (he  came 
no  further  than  Norwich,  whence  the  lords 
\  of  her  retinue  came  to  Yarmouth,  and  were 
elegantly  entertained  in  the  priory,  at  the 
town's  expence. 

1579,  Eliz.  21,    A   grievous   plague   at   Yarmouth, 

which  carried  off  there,  between  May  and  Mi- 
chaelmas, about  2000  people.  On  this  ac- 
count the  grammar  fchool  was  fliut  up  for 
half  a  year ;  and  a  letter  was  received  Sept. 
22,  by  the  bailiffs,  from  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  fheriffof  Newcaftle,  forbidding  the  peo- 
ple of  Yarmouth  to  come  thither  for  coals, 
&c. 

Same  year,  this  town  prefented  Shcrringham 
and  Beefton  with  five  marks,  towards  build- 
ing a  pier  on  that  coaft. 

1580,  Eliz.  22,  Two  thoufand  lads  of  herrings  were 

brought  into  the  haven  in  one  tidt;    and  in 

*593'  *htjifning  nets  were  valued  at  50,000], 
1600,  The  Dutch  chapel  built,  which  has  fince  been 

converted  into  a  theatre. 
: 608,  James  I.  made  Yarmouth  a  free  borough,  by 

charter,  by  the  title  of   Bailiff,    Aldermen, 

Burgeffes, 
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BurgefTes,  and  Commonalty ;  which  .charter, 
in  16^3,  Charles  II.  35.  was  furrendercd  to 
the  king,  who  next  year,  July  22,  granted  a 
charter  of  incorporation,  by  the  name  of 
Mayor,  Sec. 

1610,  James  I.  8,  This  year  the  gutters  and  drains 
on  the  quay  were  neatly  covered  over,  which 
contributed  much  to  the  convenience  of  the 
place,  as  they  had  before  been  a  very  great 
imilance. 

16 n,  James  I.  g,  A  great  fcarcity  of  herrings  this 
year,  a  lail  of  Windfor  herrings  being  fold 
for  15!.  55. 

1614,  James  I.  12,  This  year  one  hundred  Jacobus's 
were  prefented  to  James  I.  by  the  town,  as 
a  mark  of  their  loyalty  and  affeclion  to  him. 

1625,  Charles  I.  i,  On  December  29  this  year,  an 
order  was  made  that  no  poor  people  Jliould  be 
married,  unlefs  they  fhould  fir  ft  procure  the 
hand-writing  of  the  alderman  and  chief  cori- 
iiable  of  the  ward  wherein  they  lived,  for 
that  purpofe. 

1631,  Cha.  I.  7,  An  agreement  made  with  the  pofl- 
mafter  of  Ipfwich,  to  pay  him  205.  a  quar- 
ter, for  bringing  and  carrying  letters  to  and 
from  Yarmouth  to  London,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
town. 

1633,  Cha.  I.  9,  The  ordinance  which  had  former* 
ly  been  made,  enjoining  all  the  aldermena 
wives  to  wear  velvet  hats  only,  was  this  year 
annulled. 

1637,  Cha.  I.  13,  Thirty-four  brewing-offices  in  Yar- 
mouth. 

1642,  Cha.  I.  18,  The  town  collected  130!.  for  the 
relief  of  his  majeiVs  dilirefTed  fubje&s  in 
Ireland.. 

R  1653 
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1633,  Cha.  II.  5,  The  sgth  of  Augufl  this  "year, 
General 'Monk,  being  in  Alborough  road, 
granted  his  warrant  to  free  the  Yarmoutl 
fifliermen  in  the  herring  fair  from  being  ii 
preffed  into  the  fervice  of  the  dates. 
1659,  Cha.  II.  U,  There  having  been  a  terrible  fir 
at  Southwold  in  Suffolk,  April  20,  by  which 
three-fourths  of  the  town  was  laid  in  afhes, 
and  the  inhabitants  thereby  forely  diftreffed, 
Yarmouth  humanely  fent  the  poor  of  thr 
place  twenty  combs  of  wheat,  ten  of  ry 
and  lol.  in  money. 
1662,  Cha.  II.  14,  At  a  feiTions  holden  the  loth 

December,  one  James  Smith  was  fined  ipl. 
and  to  be  Imprifoned  till  the  money  was  paid, 
for  fpeaking  the  following  difrefpeftful  words 
of  fir  Thomas  Medowe,  one  of  the  bailiffs: 
"  He  is  a  fool,  and  I  have  killed  a  bull 
"  of  30$.  that  had  better  brains  than  fif 
"  Thomas  have." 
1664,  Cha.  II.  16,  Died  of  the  plague  here  this  yeai 
2500  perfons;  amongft  whom  were  both 
mioifors  of  Yarmouth  church. 
1667,  Cha.  II.  19,  This  year  the  overfeers  of 
poor  got  a  die  to  coin  farthings,  at  which  tl 
king  was  much  offended  ;  and  therefore, 
1673,  lord  Townihcrid  was  prevailed  on 
the  town  to  petition  the  king  in  their  behalf 
that  he  would  be  pleafcd  to  pardon  the  r' 
fence ;  the  expences  in  which  cod  the  toi 
gol. 

"1671,  Cha.  II.   23,    On  the  27th  of  September, 
king,  with  the  duke  of  Yoik  and  many  of 
nobility,  came  to  Yarmouth,  and  were  d 
gantly  entertained  by  the  corporation,  whic 
coft  them  one  thoufand  pounds.     They  _ 
prefemed  the  kin£  with  four  golden  hcrrini 

and 
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and  a  chain,  value  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
pounds.  At  the  fame  time  three  of  the  cor- 
poration  were  knighted. 

Same  year,  the  fea  made  a  great  breach  in  the' 

Danes  againft  the  town. 

1672,  Cha.  II  24,  The  duke  of  York's  flhip  being 
in  Southwold  bay,  the  town  fent  him,  as  a 
prefent,  a  hogfhead  of  white  wine,  two  tierces 
of  claret,  fix  fheep,  fix  lambs,  a  chefl  of 
lemons,  and  100  fowls  and  frefh  fifh. 

The  28th  of  May,  this  year,  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  fleets  came  to  an  engagement  in  the 
abovementioned  bay,  during  which  the  re- 
port of  the  guns  was  heard  at  Yarmouth. 

1674,  Cha.   II.    24,  Vifcount  Padon,    earl   of  Yar- 

mouth, chofen  high-fleward  of  this  cor- 
poration. 

1675,  Cha.  II.  27,    The  haven  expences   this   year 

were  2099!.  gs.  6d. 

1677,  Cha.  II.  29,  Captain  Booth,  for  flabbing  a 
feaman  in  the  toxvn,  was  executed  here ;  and 
the  town  paid  3!.  135.  to  the  guard,  which 
was  thought  neceffary  to  attend  his  execution* 
This  year  alfo,  the  ground  betwixt  the  walls 
and  the  eaft  fide  of  the  town,  from  the  mar- 
ket place  along  King-flreet  to  the  Friar's-lane, 
was  fold  for  2265!.  175.  6d.  to  fundry  per- 
fons  to  build  upon. 

1681,  Cha.  II.  33,  The  whole  body  of  freemen  this 
year  claimed  a  right  of  ele&ing  members  for 
the  town,  and  accordingly  chofe  fir  James 
Johnfon,  knt.  and  George  England,  efq.  Be- 
fore this  the  corporation  had  ufually  taken 
upon  them  this  bufmefs,  fometimes  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  affembly,  fometimes  by  an  in- 
cjuelt  of  fix  aldermen  and  fix  common-coun- 
R  2  cilmen, 
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cilmen.  On  this  occafion  fir  James  rv.dz  his 
conflituents  a  very  patriotic  fpeech. 

1683,  Cha.  II.  35,  St.  Nicholas's  ilecple  (being  of 
wood  and  lead)  was  fet  on  fire  by  lightning, 
and  extinguifhed  bv  one  John  Grice,  for 
which  fervice  the  corporation  voted  him  their 
thanks,  and  a  piece  of  plate  of  the  value  of 
ten  pounds,  for  his  activity;  and  in  1695 
the  (aid  John  Grice  had  four  pounds  paid 
him  for  taking  down  and  putting  up  the  vane 
of  the  faid  (leeple 

1685,  Ja met)  II.  i,  May  1,  Sir  Henry  Sheers,  a  fkil- 
ful  engineer,  came  this  year  to  Yarmouth  to 
furvey  the  hi.ven  and  piers.  He  had  his  en- 
tertainment as  the  Three  Feathers  inn,  gratis, 
loo  guineas  for  rm  trouble,  and  405  a  day 
for  his  coachman  when  travelling,  305.  when 
lyjng  Hill. 

1687,  Jairies  II.  3,  Aug.  12,  Prince  George  of  Den- 

mark landed  at  Yarmouth  the  12th  of  Aug. 
whence  he  went  poll,  the  fame  day,  for 
Wind  for. 

1688,  James  II.  4,    The  haven  expences  this  year, 

were  2323!.  55.  4d. 

1692,  William    III.   4,     The     king     landed     here 
October  18,  and  was  elegantly  entertained 
by  the   corporati6n,    th<*  expence   of  which 
was  io61. 

The  fame  year,  this  and  all  other  boroughs, 
8cc.  were  reduced  by  proclamation,  to  the 
fame  flate  of  government  as  before  the  fur- 
render  of  Charters  to  Charles  II. 
1702,  March  11,  Queen  Ann°,  in  her  firfl  year,  re- 
newed the  old  charter  for  mayor,  &c.  by 
which  police  the  town  is  now  governed.  The 

fifhermen 
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fifhcrmen's  hofpital  for  forty  perfons  was  built 
in  the  fame  year. 

1706,  Anne,  <j,  The  haven  expenccs  this  year  were 
2710!.  -s.  £d. 

1709,  Anne,  8,  A  Qm-ket  had  his  burgefs  letter,  on 
taking  his  folemn  affirmation  only. 

j  712,  Anne,  11,  Oft.  3,  Near  twenty  perfons  in 
their  paffage  hence,  for  Norwich  in  a  wherry, 
were  drowned  in  Braydon, 

jyiS,  George  I.  4,  It  was  agreed  this  year,  that  the 
two  laft,  and  every  fucceeding  mayor,  fhoulcT 
receive  lool.  each,  in  lieu  of  the  fiftiing 
thoufand. 

1724,  George  I.  10,  The  charity  fchools  For  fifty 
boys  and  thirty  girls,  was  built  by  fub- 
fcription. 

1729,  George  II.  2,  A  contribution  of  <jol.  was 
railed  by  the  town,  for  the  relief  of  the 
Englifh  prifoners  at  Mequinez. 

1  734'  George  II.  7,  This  year  a  fubfcriptlon  was  fet 
on  foot,  by  which  were  purchafed  a  golden 
chain,  and  an  appendam  medal,  having  the 
arms  of  the  corporation  on  one  fide,  and  a 
(hip  under  fail  on  the  reverfe,  to  be  worn  by 
every  mayor  ot  the  corporation  during  his 
refpeclive  mayoralty,  for  ever.  .  The  whole 
coll  166!.  and  3d.  but  the  medal  was  ordered 
to  be  fold  Nov.  25,  1746,  in  order  to  pur- 
chafe  an  additional  length  of  chain  with  the 
money. 

1737,  George  II.  10,  The  king  landed  at  Lowefloft 
the  14th  of  January. 

1740,  George  II.  13,  The  haven  expences  this  year 
were  3299!.  155.  7d. 

1744,  George  11.  17,  Samuel  Killet,  efq.  alderman, 
gave  to  the  corporation  a  filver  oar,  double 


226  HUNDREDOF 

1753,  George  II.  2^,  The  haven  expences  this  year 
amounted  to  3360!.  33.  gd. 

1756,  George  II.  29,  An  a6l  for  the  better  recovery 
of  fmall  debts,  within  the  liberties  of  the 
burgh,  was  this  year  obtained. — Court  of 
Conjcimcc. 

1759,  The  fea-baths  built,  which  coftnear  2000!. 

1762,  George  III,  2,  the  number  of  boys  and  girls 
maintained  and  educated  in  the  hofpital 
fchool  reduced  from  49  to  41. 

^1766,  George  III.  6,  On  account  of  the  very  en- 
hanced price  of  provifions,  a  fubfcription, 
was  opened  for  fupplying  the  poor  with 
bread,  at  a  reafonable  rate.  It  was  liberally 
fupported  by  the  inhabitants ;  corn  was 
bought,  a  baking-office  hired,  and  the  fup- 
ply  conduced  in  the  moft  eligible  manner, 
From  Eafter  1 778  to  Eafter  1779,  the  colleclion 
for  the  ufe  of  the  poor  amounted  to  2632!, 
l2S.4d.i 

1778,  December  4,  The  new  theatre  was  opened 
with  the  comedy  of  the  Englifh  Merchant. 


ERRATUM  ,— Page  3  of  this  hundred,  read  John  for  Jofeph 
Ramey,  efq. 
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Hundred  of  WES  T   F  L  E  G  G. 


NG  Stephen,  by  letters  patent,  granted 
the  hundreds  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Flegg  to 
Henry  his  nephew,  then  abbot,  and  the 
mouk-s  of  St-  Bennet:  in  the  i8th  of 
Henry  III.  1234,  a  compofition  was 
made  between  the  abbot  of  St.  Bennet,  and  the  prior 
of  Norwich,  about  wreck  at  fea,  between  Palling- 
crofs  and  Yarmouth-crofs,  two  parts  of  the  wreck 
being  affigried  to  the  abbot,  and  the  third  part  to  the 
prior.  The  two  hundreds  in  the  34th  of  that  king, 
1250,  were  valued,  together  with  the  hundred  of 
Happing,  at  1  81.  and  William  de  Burgh  farmed 
them  of  the  king  in  1266,  at  the  fame  fum. 

A  In 
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Jn  the  2-d  of  Edward  I.  1274,  John  le  Uflier  had 
a  grant  of  them  at  die  faid  rent,  and  in  the  14th  of 
that  king,  William  de  Gyfelham  fued  the  prior  of 
Norwich  for  the  rent  of  i2d.  per  ann.  due  to  the 
king,  for  the  hundred  of  Weft  Fleger,  and  in  the  gth 
of  Edward  II,  1316,  John  dc  Clavering  farmed  them 
of  the  crown. 

In  the  52d  of  Henry  VIII.  1541,  fir  William  Far- 
mour,  high  fheriff  of  Norfolk,  farmed  them. 

James  I.  in  his  4th  year,  1606,  demifed  the  hun- 
dreds of  Eaft  and  Weft  Plegg  to  fn  Charles  Corn- 
\vallis,  knt.  during  the  lives  of  his  Ion  and  two 
grandfons,  paying  81.  45.  id.  per  ann.  with  all  their 
profits,  &c.  and  lol.  increafed  rent  for  the  whole. 

Sir  Henry  Spelman  fuppofes,  "  That  the  Danes 
made  here  their  firft  fettlemcnt,  as  the  neareft  part 
of  Norfolk  to  the  fea.  being  well  fecurcd  by  its  fcite, 
water,  8cc.  to  maintain  themfelves  therein,  and  alfo 
from  the  names  of  .the  towns  ending  in  bj,  a  Danifh 
word  (as  he  fays)  for  an  habitation,  or  village;" 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Parkin,  "  That  the  Danes  made 
their  firft  fettlement  here,  and  in  this  neighbourhood, 
is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  they  gave  names  to 
thefe  towns,  is  (as  I  conceive)  a  miftake.  That  the 
Bruains  had  fettlements  here,  and  the  Romans  alfo, 
appears  from  the  towns  of  Brancafter,  Yarmouth, 
and  Caftor,  in  this  neighbourhood;  Brancafter,  and 
Yarmouth,  are  derived  undeniably  from  Britifh  words, 
Bran  fignifying  a  fortification,  as  Baxter  interprets  it, 
and  Yarmouth  is  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yar,  or  Gar, 
a  Britifh  word,  called  Jermouth  alfo,  and  by  the 
Romans  Gariononum,  and  indeed  moft  of  the  other 
towns  in  thefe  two  hundreds  are  of  the  fame  origi- 
nal. 
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naL  I  have  more  rcafon  to  believe  the  final  (Vila- 
ble  by  to  be  Britifh  than  Danifli ;  in  Weftmoi eland, 
we  find  the  chief  town  called  at  this  day  Appleby, 
but  by  the  Romans  (who  had  a  flation  here)  Aballa- 
ba,  from  the  Britons  ;  and  ircby,  a  market  town  in 
Cumberland,  a  liation  alfo-of  the  Romans,  called 
by  them  Arbela,  or  Arbeia ;  both  thefe  towns  lie  on 
rivei's  or  water,  which  I  take  to  be  the  true  fignifi- 
cation  of  by,  or  ba  ;  which  word  ba,  we  find  an  ini- 
tial fyllable  alfo  to  many  towns,  Baburgh,  Baufey, 
Babirg'ey,  in  this  county,  and  many  other  in  diffe- 
rent counties,  all  lying  by  fome  river  or  water,  and 
indeed  the  towns  of  thefe  hundreds  of  1*1  egg  take 
their  name  from  a  low,  moift,  watry  fcite." 

The  hundred  of  Weft  Flegg  is  bounded  by  Hap- 
ping on  the  north,  by  Wallham  on  the  weft,  by 
Eaft  Hegg  on  the  foutli,  and  by  the  Britifh  ocean  on 
the  eaft.  It  is  in  extent  from  Winterton  Nefs*  to 
Wey-bridge  feven  miles  and  a  half,  and  contains 
the  following  towns,  to  which  we  add  the  number  of 
votes  polled  at  the  general  eledion  in  1768,  by  free- 
holders in  each. 

W.     deG.    A.      C. 

Afhby  cum  Oby  2210 

Billockby  —  2310 

Burgh  4442 

Clippefby  i  i          i          i 

Hemefby  -  2          a          5          5 

Martham  l          3        13        11 

Repps  cum  Baftwick  i          12          2 

A  2  Rollefby 

*  By  miftake  we  have,  in  a  former  part  of  this  work,  de- 
fcribed  the  hundred  of  EAST  FLEGG  as  extending  along  the 
coaft  to  Winterton  Nefs,  when,  in  fall,  it  ftretches  no  farther 
north  than  the  bounds  of  Scratfby  with  Hemefby. 
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W.     dcG.    A.      C. 

Rollefby  8721 

Somerton,  Eafl  1254 

Somerton,  Weft  0121 

Thirne  i  o  i  o 

Winterton  — -1122 


24       27       39       29 

There  were  formerly  fifteen  parifli  churches,  five  of 
which  are  now  ruinous  and  dilapidated.  Thefe,  with 
Eaft  Flegg,  conflituted  the  deanry  of  Flegg ;  the 
cleans  of  which  were  collated  by  the  bifhop  of  Nor- 
wich ;  and  it  was  not  taxed. 

In  1345,  the  deanry  of  the  town  of  Yarmouth 
Magna  was  united  perpetually  to  this. 

Seals  and  principal  Houjcs  in  the  hundred  of  We/I  Flegg. 

Rollejby,         Leonard  Mapes,  Efq. 
Somerton,        Engle  Knights,  Efq. 

Although  this  hundred  does  not  boaft  having 
many  modern-built  feats,  yet  there  are  remains  of 
feveral  capital  manor-houfes,  which  were  inhabited  by 
great  and  opulent  families. 

It  is  almoft  furrounded  by  marfh-lands,  but  the 
interior  country  is  bold,  and  richly  marked  with  va- 
rious agricultural  improvements;  and  Mr.  Young, 
in  his  "  Farmer's  Tour,"  flrongly  recommends  the 
method  of  farming  adopted  here. 

It  pays  to  the  general  rate  of  the  county  81.  135  6d. 
towards  a  fix-hundred  pound  levy, 

TJM 
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The  author  of  Magna  Britannia  fays,  "  The  foil 
of  thcfc  hundreds  is  very  fruitful,  and  bears  corn 
well.  And  here  the  Banes  feem  to  have  made  their 
firfl  fettlemcm,  both  becaufe  it  is  neareft  their  land- 
ing, and  pretty  well  fortified  by  the  nature  of  the 
place,  as  being  alrnoft  furrounded  by  water." 

ASHBY,  called  in  Doomfday-book,  Afcheby  and 
AfTeby.  The  principal  part  of  this  town  belonged 
before,  and  at  the  conqueft,  to  the  abbot  of  St.  Rennet 
of  Holme,  given  by  king  Canute  .the  Dane,  and  wa$ 
part  of  the  abbot's  barony  of  Tunftead. 

Jeffrey  de  Afkcby,  or  Afliby,  had  an  interefl  here* 
prefented  in  1299,  and  granted  the  patronage  to  the 
abbey  in  the  beginning  of  Richard  I.  and  in  the  8th 
of  that  king,  William  de  Sparham,  and  Roger 
de  Suffield,  conveyed  by  fine  to  the  abbot  of  Holme, 
a  moiety  of  the  advowfon,  and  he  granted  to  them 
the  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Repps.  William 
gave  alfo  to  the  abbot  lands  in  Oby. 

What  the  abbot  of  St.  Bennet  had  at  the  furvey 
was  valued  at  265.  id.  but  before  at  205.  It  was 
eight  furlongs  long,  and  four  and  a  half  broad,  and 
paid  i5d.  gelt,  whoever  was  lord. 

,  In  the  32d  of  Henry  III.  1248,  the  rent  of  affife 
of  the  abbot's  manor  was  385.  4d.  and  in  the  14th. 
of  Edward  I.  the  abbot  had  the  affife,  foe,  fac,  toll, 
lete,  wreck,  &c. 

On  the  difiblution  of  the  abbey,  and  exchange  of 
lands  between  Henry  VIII.  and  bifliop  Rugg,  it 
was  granted  to  the  fee  of  Norwich;  and  in  the.gd 
and1  4th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  fir  Thomas  Wood- 

houfe 
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houfe  held  this  and  Oby  manors  of  the  bifiiop,  and 
it  is  held  of  the  fee  at  this  day. 

At  the  furvey,  William  de  Beau  foe,  bifhop  of 
Thetford,  had,  in  lay-fee,  the  lands  of  two  free-men 
of  St.  Bennet,  who  had  been  deprived,  valued  at 
the  furvey  at  i6d. 

Bifhop  Beaufoe,  at  his  death,  gave  this  fee  to  his 
fee  and  fucceffors,  and  fo  continues  at  this  time,  be- 
ing uniied  to  that  of  the  abbey  lands  abovementioned. 

Walter  de  Suffield,  bifiiop  of  Norwich,  with  the 
content  of  the  abbot  of  St.  Bennet,  who  was  patron, 
and  of  William  de  Tudenham,  reclor  of  the  church 
of  Aihby,  granted  to  fir  William  de  Sparham,  a 
chauntry  in  the  chapel  of  his  houfe  here,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  chaplain  fhould  IWear  to  bring  all  the 
oblations  to  the  mother  church,  and  that  he  fhall 
confefs  no  parifhioner,  give  no  extreme  un6lion,  and 
that  fir  William  and  his  heirs  fhould  come  to  the 
parifh  church  at  Chriftmas,  Eafter,  the  Affumption 
of  the  Virgin,  and  the  dedication-day  of  the  church, 
and  fir  William  granted  an  acre  of  land  on  this  ac- 
count. 

Befides   the   lordfhips   above-mentioned,  Willia 
de  Scohies  had  here,  in  Winterton   and  in  Re 
lands  valued  in  Stokefby,  to  which  it  belonged. 

The  town,  fays  Mr.  Parkin,  takes  its  name  from 
its  watry  fcite,  as  Efche,  Efle,  or  Afche,  fignifies  in 
the  Britifh  tongue,  an  ifland;  thus  Afhen,  Efli,  Efche 
or  Efke,  in  Ellex,  lies,  as  Newcourt  *  obferves,  by 
the  river,  and  is  alfo  called  de  Efifa. 

The 
*  Repertor,  vol.  ii.  p.  18. 
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The  church  was  a  rcclory,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary, 
and  valued  with  Oby  and  Thirne  at  twenty  marks, 
whereof  the  abbey  of  Holme  had  a  portion  valued 
at  feven  marks. 

The  prefent  value  is  lol.  and  pays  firfl  fruits,  Sec. 

In  the  chancel,  on  a  grave-Hone,  Orate  p.  aia 
'Will' mi.  Ciypejby,  Armig.  qui  obt,  2  die  Julij  1455. 

Alfo  on  another,  Orate  p.  dia  Will.  Clypejby,  qui 
obt.  24  die  menfis  Sept.  1479. 

One  to  Ann,  wife  to  Daniel  S/ianke,  of  Oby,  gent, 
one  of  the  daughters  of  Sir  James  Hales,  of  -the  city  of 
Canterbury,  Knt,  and  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  court  of 
Common- Pleas  at  Wejlminjler,  died  29  Dec.  1599.  On 
it  are  the  arms  of  Shankes  impaling  Hales. 

There  are  two  tombs  here,  one  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  chancel,  the  other  on  the  fouth  fide,  without 
any  infcription  or  arms  ;  that  on  the  fouth  is  faid  to 
be  for  the  lord  of  Oby,  and  that  on  the  north  for 
his  lady. 

A  grave-flone  in  the  church  to  Catherine,  wife  of 
John  Spihnan,  Gent.  ob.  18  April,  1491.  On  it  arc 
the  arms  of  Paftou,  and  Clipefby,  impaling  Spil- 
man. 

Many  years  paft  there  were  no  houfes  ftanding, 
but  that  of  the  manor.  The  inhabitants  of  this  and 
Oby  come  to  Thirne  church. 

November  21,  1604,  tne  churches  of  Afliby  and 
Oby  were  confolidated  with  Thirne  ;  and  in  1747, 

the 
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the  Rev.   PJchard  Fayerman  was  preferred  to  the 
redlory  thereof  by  the  bifliop  of  Norwich. 

BILLOCK.BY,  or  BILLOCKSBY,  wrote  in  Doomf- 
day,  Bitlakcbie.  William  de  Beau  foe,  bifhop  of 
Thetford,  was  the  chief  lord  of  this  town  at  the  fur- 
vey;  Ketel,  a  free-man,  held  a  moiety  of  it  under 
the  prote&ion  of  Ailmar,  bifliop  of  Elmham,  and 
•was  deprived  of  it:  all  Ketel's  land  here  was  fo  held 
of  the  abbey  of  St.  Bennet,  for  their  maintenance, 
that  he  could  neither  fell  or  grant  it  away.  Two  parts 
of  the  church,  endowed  with  feven  acres,  valued  at 
•jd.  belonged  to  the  bifhop.  It  was  five  furlongs  long, 
three  and  a  half  broad,  and  paid  2od.  ob.  gelt. 

This  bifliop,  at  his  death,  gave  this  lordfhip, 
which  he  held  in  fee,  to  his  fee  and  fucceffors,  and 
feveral  perfons  were  enfeofFed  herein,  and  held  it  of 
the  fee.  Amongft  them  were  the  families  of  de  Bil- 
lockby,  Holbech,  and  Martham. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  this  manor  and  ad- 
vowfon  was  fettled  on  Reginald  de  Beccles  and  Ag- 
nes his  wife. 

Robert  de  Martham,  by  will,  dated  February  18, 
1451,  fettled  a  moiety  of  the  manor  and  lands  on 
Robert  Repps,  who  was  to  marry  Elizabeth,  his 
daughter  and  co-heir. 

In  the  yth  of  Henry  VII.  fir  William  Capel  died 
feifed  of  a  lordfhip  here ;  and  in  the  2 ad  of  the  faid 
king,  1507,  Fran.  Noone,  efq.  and  Anne  his  wife, 
granted  the  manor  of  Billockby,  &c.  with  the  ad- 
vowfon,  to  Henry  Hobart,  efq. 

In 
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In  i  5/J2,  Mr.  Robert  May-hew,  of  Clippefby,  was 
lord,  and  prefented  to  the  chuich;  and  Thomas 
Mayhevv,  gent,  in  ir,6i.  In  1631  fir  George  Eng- 
land was  lord  and  patron,  and  George  England,  efq. 


The  abbot  of  St.  Bennet  had  alfo  a  fee  at  and 
before  the  furvey,  valued  at  i  8s. 

In  1428,  the  temporalities  of  this  abbey  in  this 
town  were  valued  or  taxed  at  2s.  gd.  ob. 

On  the  exchange  of  the  lands  of  this  abbey,  and 
thofe  of  the  fee,  between  Henry  VIII.  and  bifliop 
Rugg,  this  was  granted  to  the  fee  of  Norwich,  and 
was  then  united  to  the  other  above-mentioned  lordfhip, 
and  fo  continues. 

Roger  Bigot,  anceftor  to  the  earls  of  Norfolk,  had 
alfo  a  fmall  tenure  at  the  furvey,  held  by  a  free-man 
of  Alwi  in  king  Edward's  reign,  valued  at  aod. 

The  church,  now  ruinous,  is  dedicated  to  All 
Saints,  and  is  a  reclory.  The  prefent  value  is  sL 
i8s.  gd.  and  is  difchargcd. 

In  the  chancel  window  were  the  arms  of  Harvey, 
impaling  Jenney. 

Reginald  de  Eccles  died  in  1385,  and  lies  buried 
in  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  of  this  church. 

John  de  Eccles,  by   will,    dated   1383,  bequeaths 

the  reverfion  of  this  manor  to  be  fold,  and  all  above 

lool.  of  the  price   to  be  expended   in  the  repair  of 

the  church  and  chancel,  and  mending  the  caufewavs 

B  of 
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of  Wey-bridge  and  Baftwick,  and  putting  girls  ap-> 
prentice. 

Sir  Ricbard  Fulmerfion  had  a  grant  on  March  20, 
anno  sgth  of  Henry  VII.  of  lands  and  tenements 
here  and  in  Wey-bridge. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Grove  Spurgeon  was  prefentcd 
to  this  re£lory  by  James  Riddell,  efq.  in  1775. 

BURGH,  v/rote  in  Doomfday  BURC,  and  is  fome- 
times  called  Flegg-Burgh,  to  diflinguifh  it  from  other 
towns  of  this  name. 

The  Conqueror  had  here  twenty  acres  of  land, 
which  was  valued  in  his  lordfhip  of  Caftor,  and 
Godric  was  fteward  of  it  for  the  king,  who  had  alfo 
another  considerable  manor  in  this  town,  which 
Guert  was  owner  of  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward, 
with  two  falt-works,  valued  then  at  i  os.  and  at  the 
furvey  at  2cs. 

This  then  belonged  to  the  farm  or  lordfhip  of 
Cawfton  in  Norfolk,  but  formerly  did  not;  being 
added  to  it  by  the  Conqueror.  Burgh  was  ten  fur- 
longs long  and  eight  broad,  and  paid  as.  gelt,  with 
three  farthings ;  and  many  held  lands  here. 

Several  perfons  farmed  this  lordfhip,  with  that  of 
Cawfton,  of  the  crown.  William  de  Cheney,  fhe- 
riff  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  Robert  Fitz-Rogcr  in 
1197;  but  king  John  in  his  3d  year,  anno  1201, 
granted  it  to  Hubert  de  Burgh,  afterwards  earl  of 
Kent, 

In  the  3d  of  Edward  I.  1275,  William  de  Burgh 
claimed  free  warren,  and  a  free  fifhery,  from  Burgh 
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or  Filby  bridge  to  Stokefby  Flech,  which  ufed  to  be 
common,  but  now  is  feverai;  and  in  the  I  j'th,  a  frcp 
market  vvccklv  on  Monday  in  his  manor,  and  a  fair 
yearly,  on  the  vigil,  the  day  of  St.  Margaret,  and 
for  fix  days  following,  as  a  grant  to  him  from  Hen-' 
ry  111. 

BURGH-^ALL  ST.  MARGARET'S.  Roger  Bigot, 
anceftor  to  the  earls  of  Norfolk,  had  a  grant  of 
lands,  &c.  valued  at  the  furvey  at  6s.  as  alfo  of 
others  here,  valued  at  203. 

William  de  Ormefby,  in  the  20th  of  Henry  III. 
1230,  held  here  and  in  Oby  one.  fee  of.  Roger  Bigot, 
carl  of  Norfolk;  held  of  the  Ormfbys  by  the  Cla- 
ve rings. 

In  the  ^gd  of  Edward  I.  1305,  fir  Alexander  dc 
Clavering  was  lord,  and  then  granted  by  fine  tr» 
Walter  dc  Filby,  lands  here  and  in  Filby.  He  was 
brother  of  fir  John  de  Clavering,  lord  of  Horsford 
in  this  county. 

This  lordQiip  was'  the  inheritance  of  the  heirs  of 
the  Cheneys,  by  fine,  in  the  i6th  of  Edward  JI. 


Robert  de  Ufford,  earl  of  Suffolk,  was  lord  in 
1355,  and  William  de  L'lfoid,  earl  of  Suffolk,  in 
13*0. 

In  the  nth  of  Henry  IV.  1410,  fir  William 
Bowet  po  defied  it,  from  whom  it  came,  with  Hors- 

iord,   to  the  Dacres. 

» 

Sir  Thomas  Dacrc  fettled  it  for  life  on  Ann,  wife 

.of  fir  Henry  Inglois,  in  the  iGth  of  Henry  VI.  1438. 

B  2  After 
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After  this  ic  came  to  fir  Richard  Fiennes,  lord 
I)acres ;  and  Joan,  his  widow,  died  feifed  of  it  in 
the  ^d  of  Henry  VII.  1488,  Thomas,  lord  Dacre, 
conveyed  it  in  the  silt  of  that  king  to  fir  William 
Capel,  knt.  of  London. 

STALIIAM-HALL,  and  VAUX-HALL.  In  the  aoth 
of  Henry  III.  1219,  William  de  Vaux  held  half  a 
fee  of  the  heirs  of  William  de  Stalham,  and  Henry 
Rofe,  and  his  parceners,  half  a  fee  of  William  de 
Rokeley,  belonging  to  the  fee  of  Roger  Bigot,  eail 
marfhai. 

That  which  Stalham  held  came  by  marriage  to 
the  Wythcs,  and  fir  Jeffrey  Wythe  prefented  to  the 
church  of  Burgh  St.  Mary  in  1317.  In  the  2oth  of 
Edwaid  III  Dionyfia  Blere  held  half  a  fee,  late 
William  de  Stalharn's. 

In  the  ifth  of  that  king,  Robert  Euftace  had  405. 
rent,  iffuing  out  of  Burgh  St.  Mary,  given  to  them 
by  Helen,  late  wife  of  Henry  Rofe  ;  which  they  then 
recovered  of  Robert  Clere  and  Henry  de  Stow,  which 
William  de  Rokeley  formerly  held. 

John  de  Filby,  Sec.  as  truftees,  convey  and  fettle 
the  laid  manor,  and  the  advowfon,  on  Robert  Clere 
and  Alice  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  fir  John 
Filby. 

,  In  the  ayth  of  the  faid  king,  their  fon  Robert 
Clere,  efq.  of  Ormefby,  purchafed  of  Wm.  Sparwc 
of  Norwich,  Burgh  Vault-ball ;  and  William  Clere, 
efq.  of  Ormefby,  was  lord  of  Stalham-hall,  and 
Vaux-hall,  in  Burgh  St.  Mary,  in  the  4olh  of  Ed- 
ward III.  1366. 

In 
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In  the  fame  family  it  remained  in  1600,  when  (Ir 
Edward  Clere,  knt.  prefented  to  the  church  of  Burgh 
St.  Mary,  and  was  lord  of  the  whole  town,  all  the 
manors  being  united. 

Sir  Henry  Clere,  his  fon,  was  created  a  baronet 
in  1620,  and  left  an  only  daughter  and  heirefs,  Abi- 
gail, who  married  John  Cromwell,  efq.  of  London, 
xvho,  being  lord  in  her  right,  prefented  to  this  church, 
in  1663,  ^7  the  name  of  John  Cromwell,  alias  Wil- 
liams, efq. 

William  Beaufoe,  bifhop  of  Thetford,  held  as  a. 
lay-fee,  by  the  gift  of  the  Conqueror,  fifty  acres  of 
land,  valued  at  ros.  On  his  death  he  gave  this  to 
his  fee  and  fucceffors.  This  remained  in  the  fee  of 
Norwich  at  the  exchange  between  Henrv  VIII.  and 
the  bifhop  of  Norwich. 

The  abbot  of  St  Eennet  had  a  lordfhip  here,  30 
acres  of  land,  Sec.  at  the  furvey,  valued  at  33. 

On  the  exchange  of  lands  between  Henry  the 
8th  and  the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  this  came,  with  lands 
in  Billockby,  to  the  fee,  and  io  remains. 

The  temporalities  of  St.  Bennet's,  in  1428,  were 
valued  at  2s.  6d.  in  Burgh  St.  Margaret. 

John  de  Herringflete,  and  Philip  de  Dol,  patted 
by  fine  to  the  prior  of  Broomholm,  in  1285,  forty 
acres  of  land,  and  five  of  'marfh. 

In  this  town  were  two  churches,  St.  Margaret's 

and  St.  Mary's ;    that  of  St.  Margaret  was  a  re&ory 

antiently,  valued  at  thirteen  marks.     There  was  an 

agreement  made  between  the  re&ors  of  this  church 

6  and 


14  HUNDRED    OF 

and  Afhbv,   that  they  fliould  have  a  moiety  of  the 
tithes  of  Long  Halfhara,  Jam  date. 

The  abbot  of  Langley  prefented  to  Burgh  St- 
Margaret's  in  1391,  by  a  grant  from  fir  Robert  de 
"tJrFord,  and  in  1540  Thomas  Godfalvc  prefemed. 

In  1676  John  Berney.   efq.   of  Swardefton  in  the 
•hundred  of  Humbleyard,  was  patron  ;     and  in  17  u 
Mr.  John  Welfhe  prelented. 

The  prefent  value  is  SI.  153  4d. 

Thomas  Wymer,  reclor,  gave  five  acres  of  land 
to  the  relief  of  the  poor  owners,  towards  the  king's 
tax  in  1505,  and  Robert  Cannard,  reclor,  gave  lands 
to  the  poor  of  this  town,  Franfham,  Shipdharn  and 
Seaming. 

In  the  chancel,  a  flone  with  a  brafs  effigy,  &c. 
Orate  p'aia  Mri.  Tho.  W)mer  quond  Rector,  qui  obt. 
Oct.  6,  1505. 

Another,  Orate  p.  aia  Mri.  Willi*  Aldrych  quond. 
Refloris  ijl;  Ecclie  qui  obt.  M.  v.  x. 

On  a  brafs,  Patienter  tt  prudenter  rcxit  hanc  EC  did 
Magr.  JoJis.  Burnon  Anncs  cirdter  28,  tl  niortuus,  ejl 
5  Martis  1608,  <ztatis  68 , 

In  the  church,  azure,  three  miters,  or,  fee  of  Nor- 
wich ;  and  Uflford. 

The  church,  of  St.  Margaret's  fiands  clofe  by  the 
great  road  from  Norwich,  16  miles  and  a  half,  to 
Yarmouth,  feven  miles  and  a  half.  The  village  of 

Burgh 
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Burgh  lies  fcattered  through   the   parifh,    like  moft 
other  villages  in  Norfolk. 

The  church  of  St.  Mary  was  a  reclory  valued  at 
five  marks,  and  was  confolidated  with  St.  Margaret's 
about  the  year  1554.  Its  prcfent- value  is'4l.  and  is 
di  {charged. 

The  church  has  been  dilapidated  many  years  ;  and 
its  tower  being  now  grown  over  with  ivy  and  wood- 
bine, forms  a  beautiful  ruin.  The  church-yard 
yields  a  good  crop  of  turnips. 

In  1765,  Francis  Leigh,  efq.  of  Ha'wley,  pre- 
fented  ;  and  in  1774  the  Rev.  John  Ord  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  rectory  of  Burgh  St.  Margaret  with  St. 
Mary,  by  Mrs.  Ann  Ord,  widow. 

CLIPPESBY,  wrote  in  Doorafday  Clipefbei.  In 
the  reign  of  the  Corifeffor  four  freemen  held  a  hun- 
dred acres,  which  William  Beaufoe,  biQiop  of  Thet- 
ford,  on  their  deprivation  had  a  grant  of,  and  was 
lord  at  the  furvey,  when  it  was  valued  at  205,  but  in 
Edward's  time  at  53.  It  was  three  furlongs  long,  and 
five  broad,  and  paid  isd.  gelt. 

Bifliop  Beaufoe  at  his  death  gave  this  lordfhip, 
which  he  held  by  a  lay  fee,  to  his  fucceffors  ;  and  on, 
the  exchange  of  lands  between  Henry  VIII.  and  bi- 
fliop  Rugg,  what  the  abbot  of  Holme  held  came  like- 
wife  to  the  fee  of  Norwich,  and  fo  continues  at  this 
time. 

Ofbert  de  Salicibus,  alias  de  Willows,  was  lord 
and  patron  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  in  which  fa- 
mily it  remained fome  time;  holding  of  the  biftiop 
of  Norwich, 

B  4  There 
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There  were  fome  fmalier  parcels  of  land  here, 
which  chiefly  came  into  the  family  of  Buxkyn,  or 
Buckfkin. 

Peter  Buxkyn,  as  lord,  prefentcd  to  this  church  in 
1320,  Sec.  and  in  1338. 

In  1361  Edmund  Pickering,  John  his  brother, 
and  Catharine  prefcnted  to  this  church. 

In  1389  Edmund  de  Clippefby,  John  Pickering, 
and  Jeffrey  Curteys,  in  right  of  their  wives,  pre- 
fented. 

In  the  2eth  of  Henry  VII.  1505,  Ralph  Fupfon 
and  Eliz.  his  wife,  conveyed  the  manor  of  Buxkyns, 
with  lands  in  this  town,  &.c.  to  fir  Henry  Collet,  al- 
derman of  London,  and  lord-mayor  this  year;  on 
whofe  death,  in  the  21  ft  of  the  faid  king,  John  Col- 
let, D.  D.  dean  of  St.  Paul's,  his  fon  by  Chriftian 
his  wife,  daughter  of  fir  John  Knevet,  of  Afliwel- 
thorpe,  and  Elizabeth,  filler  and  heirefs  of  fir  John 
Clifton,  knt.  of  New  Buckenham  in  Norfolk,  in^. 
herited  it;  who  by  his  will,  dated  Augufl  22,  i$ig, 
appoints  that  after  his  death,  and  of  Dame  Chriftian 
his  mother,  an  eftatc  fhould  be  made  to  John  Nele, 
his  fervant,  of  all  his  lands,  tenements,  rents,  fer- 
vices,  wards,  8cc.  in  the  towns  of  Clippefby,  Rol- 
Jefby,  Burgh,  Billockby,  Oby,  Repps,  Baftwick, 
Martham,  Afhby,  and  Thirne  in  this  hundred. 

This  came  afterwards  to  the  Clippefbys,  lords  alfo 
of  a  manor,  and  by  the  heirefs  of  that  family  to  fir 
Randolph  Crew,  and  his  fon  fir  Clippefby  Crew. 
From  the  Crews  it  came  to  fir  John  Potts,  bart.  of 
Mannington,  who  fettled  it  on  his  fccond  wife  Eli- 
zabeth, 
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zabeth,  daughter  of  fir  Samuel  Brown,   knt.  one  of 
the  judges  of'  the  Common  Pleas. 

Sir  Algernon  Potts,  ban.  fold  the  reverfinn  of  it 
to  George  England,  efq.  of  Great  Yarmouth,  who 
was  lord  in  1 720  ;  and  England  conveyed  it  to  cap- 
tain William  Clark  in  1721  ;  Mrs.  Clark's  heirs  are 
faid  to  have  had  it  in  1 740. 

In  the  time  of  the  ConfefiTor,  earl  Guert,  bro- 
ther of  king  Harold,  had  a  free-man  under  his  pro- 
tection, whofe  poffciilons  were  valued  at  as.  6d. 

AKb,  a  free-man  of  the  Confcflbr's  had  lands,  &:c. 
valued  at  as. 

All  this,  and  fome  other  lands,  was  in  .the  Con- 
queror's hands  at  the  time  of  the  furvey,  which 
Godric  took  care  of. 

Thefe  tenures  were  granted  from  the  crown  to  a 
family  who  took  their  name  from  the  town  ;  the  firft 
that  we  meet  with.isHugh.de  Clippefby,  living  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  II.  This  ancient  family  lived 
at  Oby,  and  were,  according  to  Parkin,  connected 
by  marriage  with  many  families  in  Norfolk. 

By  an  inquifition  taken  in  the  3.7 th  of  Elizabeth, 
1595,  Audrey,  Frances  and  Julian  were  found  to  be 
the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  John  Clippefby,  efq. 
Audrey  married  Thomas  Guybon,  efq.  Ion  and  heir 
of  Humphrey  Guybon,  efq.  of  North  Lynn,  and 
had  with  her  the  manor  of  Oby  ;  1  r.mces  died  fingle^ 
and  Julian  married  fir  Randolph  Crew,  lord  chief 
juflice  of  the  King's  Bench  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 
by  whom  he  had  fir  Clippefby  Crew,  lord  of  this 
town,  by  the  inheritance  of  his  mother-  from  the 

Crews 
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Crews  it.  came  to.  fir  John  Potts,   of  Mannington  in 
Norfolk,  as  before  mentioned. 

Roger  Bigot,  anceftor  of  the  earls  of  .  Notfolk, 
had  the  lands  of  a  freeman  of  St.  ,  Benhet  s  abbey, 
and  was  part 'of  this  manor  of  Oby  ;  this  came  .  to 
.thcClippefbys  by  the-  heir  of  fit  Win.  Caly,  lord  of 
Oby,  and  fo  was  united  to  this  manor  of  Clippefby, 
and  held  of  the  manor  of  Forncet  in  Depvvadc 
hundred.  - 

The  church  is  a  re&ory  dedicated  to  St.  Peter ;  the 
ancient  value  was  twelve  marks  ;  Peter-pence  i--d. 

The  prefent  value  is  61.  133.  4d.  and  is  difchargcd; 
the  advowfon  goes  with  the  lordfhip. 

The  church  {lands  on  an  eminence  near  the  road 
leading  from  Wey-bridge  to  Martham,  with  a  plan- 
tation of  lofty  trees  almofl  furrounding  it.  There 
.are,  few  dwelling,  houics  in  this  parifh  bcfidcs  the  hall 
or  manqr-houfe. 

On  a  grave-Hone  in  the  church,  the  portraiture  of 

a  man  and  his  wife  in  brafs,  and — Orate 

Thomas  Pallinge  tt  Emme  uxoris  ej.  qui  obt.   2  o  die  Au- 
£^1.1503. 

On  one  in  the  chancel — Orate Will'mi 

Clypcjlye,  Armig.  qui  obt.  i  o  die  Januarij ,  1511;  and 
the  arms  of  Clippefby,  quarterly. 

.  On  a  raifed  altar  tomb,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
chancel,  are  the  portraitures  of  a  man  and  his  wife 
in  brafs — Here  lajcs  the  bodies  of  John  Clipe/byc,  ejq. 
ani  Julian  his  wife,  who  hadijjue  William  deceafed,  and 
.hft,  Audrey^  Frances,  and  Julian,  his  daughters  and  co- 
heirs 
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/'('/;5,  which  John  died  31  March,  1594; -and  tbefc 
fliickls  of  arms,  CMippefbv,  impaling  Jenmigham, 
— Clippeiby,  im paling-  Wodehoufe  of  Kimberley  ;-r- 
alfo  a  fhielcl  containing  twelve  coats  quanerly,  above 
the  epitaph;  and  below  are' feveial  fhiekls— Giip- 
pefby,  impaling  Knightly,  Spilman,  PaO.on,  8cc. 

A  Hone — In  memory  of  tlr  r-cv.  Mr.  Geo.  Hill,  r&~ 
lor,  wh(f  died  October  22,"  1721,  aged  66. 

On  an  old  brafs— Z)'«/  Joh.  Heron,  quo  da  rc5lorist 
i/li.  eccle  qui  obi.  xxv°.  die  riiciif.  Sept.  A*  L?,ij  1472.  ; 

"The  lady  Julian  abovemctiticned,  xvho  married 
fir  Randolph  Crew,  died  at  Kew  in  Surryiu  1603, 
and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  church  of  Rich- 
mond ;  on  her  monument  was 

Antirpiafuit  orta  domo,  pia  vixit,  imvit, 
Virgo  pudica  thorum,  Jponfa  pudica  pohim. 

The  temporalities  of  Hickling  priory  in  this  parifh 
'were  6s. — of  St.  Bennet  at  Holme  6s.  iod.— of  Wey- 
bridge  us. 

In  1742  the  Rev.  Robert<Goodwyn,  of  Wells,  was 
prefented  to  the  reclory  of  Clippeiby  by  John  Good- 
vvyn,  efq. 

HEMESBY,  HFMISBY,  or  HEMSBY,  xvrote  .in 
'Doomfday  Hemefbei.  Algar,  earl  of  Mercia,  was 
lord  of  Hemefby  in  the  time  of  king  Edward;  Alwi 
bought  it  of  Algar,  and  Stigand  the  archbifhop ;  of 
Canterbury,  took  it  from  him,  and  gave  it  to  Alma- 
rus,  his  brother,  bifhop  of  Elmham;  but  what  right 
the  fee  had  to  it,  the  hundred  (by  whom  all  fuit's  and 
caufes  were  triedj  knew  not. 

The 
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The  author  of  an  ancient  hiftory  tells  us,  that 
«•  Hcmfby,  a  fmall  village,  the  demefne  of  Algar, 
earl  of  Mercia,  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confeffor, 
who  left  it  with  his  other  eftate  to  his  fon  Edwin,  who 
\vas  in  poneffion  of  it  when  the  Conqueror  came  into 
England,  and  fubmitting  to  the  viclor,  with  his  bro- 
ther Morkar,  ftill  held  them  ;  but  they  being  men  of 
an  high  fpirit,  as  well  as  birth,  could  not  bear  with 
the  treacheries  and  oppreffions  of  William  and  his 
Korrnan  lords,  and  therefore  made  a  new  infurrec- 
tion,  wherein  they  had  not  only  many  followers,  but 
the  prayers  of  the  clergy  and  monks,  with  the  conti- 
nued well  wiflies  and  (applications  of  the  poor  for 
their  good  fuccefs  in  their  enterprize  ;  but  they  being 
partly  overpowered,  and  partly  betrayed,  came  into 
the  Conqueror's  hands,  and  Edwin  valiantly  fighting 
was  (lain,  by  which  means  his  large  eftate  came  into 
the  Conqueror's  power,  and  was  divided  among  his 
Normans;  but  to  whom  this  manor  was  given  we 
find  not,  and  Morkar  being  deftitute  of  his  brother's 
help,  was  kept  in  clofefcand  perpetual  imprifonment." 

**  This  manor  in  after-ages  was  given  to  the  ca- 
thedral church  of  Norwich,  with  the  great  tithes  of 
ail  the  lands  thereunto  belonging,  probably  by  Her- 
bert Lofiuga." 

At  the  furvey  William  Beaufoe,  bifhop  of  Thetford, 
was  lord  by  the  grant  of  the  Conqueror,  and  held  it 
as  a  lay  fee  in  [demean ;  it  was  with  its  beruite  in 
Martham,  one  leuca  and  a  half  long,  one  broad, 
paid  god.  gelt,  and  valued  with  part  of  Martham 
and  Winterton  at  2 61.  in  Edward's  reign  ;  at  the 
furvey  29!. 

This  was  a  large  capital  manor,  and  bifhop  Beau- 
foe  at  his  death  left  it  to  his  fucceffors ;  and  Herbert, 

bifhop 
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bifliop  of  Norwich,  on  his  foundation  of  the  priory 
of  Norwich,  fettled  it  on  that  convent. 

Gyrard,  who  was  prior  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II. 
and  his  convent,  with  the  confent  of  John,  bifliop 
of  Norwich,  granted  in  fee  to  Henry  de  Marfh  and 
his  heirs,  all  their  land  at  Hcmcfby,  and  their  men, 
with  their  fervices,  paying  yol.  perann. 

Roger  de  Hcmefby  granted  a  certain  rent  to  Wil- 
liam de  Walfham,  prior,  about  1280. 

Bartholomew  de  Sometton  granted  lands  here  to 
William  de  Kirkley,  prior,  8cc.  without  date  ;  and 
William  de  Hemefby  gave  lands  here  to  the  faid 
prior. 

John,  fon  of  fir  William  de  Ormefby,  quit-claimed 
to  the  faid  prior  lands  here;  and  Gerberge,  widow 
of  William  Plente,  of  Ormefby,  alfo  gave  lands  to 
the  faid  prior. 

Roger,  fecond  fon  of  fir  William  de  Ormefby, 
alfo  quit-claimed  lands  to  fir  Henry  de  Laivenharrt, 
the  prior,  about  1 290,  which  fir  William  de  Reed- 
ham  held  of  the  dower  of  Ellen  his  mother. 

In  the  6th  year  of  William  de  Claxton,  prior  of 
Norwich,  a  court  was  held  by  him,  when  it  was 
found  by  the  homage,  that  it  was  the  cujtom  of  this 
manor,  that  on  the  death  of  a  villain,  his  heir  had  a 
right  to,  and  might  claim  a  cart,  and  a  plow,  with 
their  utenfils,  a  table  with  its  cloth,  a  ladder,  a  ba- 
fon,  and  wafhing  veffcl,  diflies  and  plates,  i  tinum, 

i  ciman,  ct  i  cilicum  for  a  bed  (p.  torac) — ,  a 

bafon,  wafhing  veiici,  a  grmdllone^  Ipade  and  fork. 

la 
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•  In  the  gdiof  Henry  III,  i  225,  the  prior  gave  Dvo 
palfreys  to  have  a  market  here,  and:  at  Secheford  ; 
and  in  the  igth  of  that  king,  Waiter  de  Maiteby, 
conveyed  by  fine  to  Simon,  the  prior,  a  metiuage, 
and  three  carucates  of  lan.d  in  Hemefby  and  Mar- 
iham,  in  lieu  of  lands,  &c.  elfewhere. 

In  the  41(1  of  that  king  the  prior  of  Norwich  had 
wreck  at  fea,  which  belonged  to  the  abbot  of  Holme, 
but  the  prior's  men  being  near  to  the  fea,  fave  it,  and 
the  abbot  allows  it  at  will ;  and  in  a  pleading  in  the 
52d  year  of  Edward  I.  the  prior  claimed  wreck  from. 
Palling  crofs  to  the  bounds  of  Yarmouth,  with  frank- 
.pledge,  affife,  free-warren,  pilloiy  and  tumbrel. 

Their  temporalities  in  1428  were  valued  at  41!. 
us.  sd.  ob.  perann.  and  in  the  Cellarers  Compu- 
tus,  in  the  31  ft  of  Henry  VI.  we  find  35.  4d.  abate- 
ment of  rent  on  account  of  lands  fwallowed  up  here 
i>y  the  fea;  and  the  fame  abatement  for  lands  fwal- 
lowed up  at  Winterton;  the  cellarer's  account  for 
92d.  revived  at  the  fair  in  1519,  for  the  prior  to  pray 
.for  the  foul  of  Elizabeth  Clere. 

On  the  diffolution  of  the  priory,  this  manor  be- 
came part  of  the  crown  revenues,  and  the  church 
was  deprived  of  it;  and  Edward  VI.  on  November 
21,  1552,  in  his  6th  year,  granted  it  to  John  Dud- 
ley,  earl  of  Northumberland,  in  confederation  of  the 
icite  of  the  monaftery  of  Tiumouth,  in  that  county ; 
\viih  the  impropriated  reclory  and  advowfon  of  the 


.  On  the  attainder  of  that  duke  in  queen  Mary's 
.reign,  it  fell  to  the  crown ;  and  in  the  gd  and  4th  of 
.Phiiip  and  Mary,  fir  Robert  Dudley,  fon  of  the  afore- 
iaid  duke,  had  a  grant  of  it  on  January  30. 

Queen 
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Queen  Elizabeth,  by  letters  patent  dated  at  Weft- 
minfler,  February  5,  1565,  reciting  the  grant  made 
by  Philip  arid  Mary  (to  the  faid  fir  Robert  Dudley, 
now  her  faithful  counfi-llor  and  earl  of  Leicefter)  of 
this  manor,  30  meffuages,  14  cottages,  1000  acres 
of  land,  200  of  meadow,  looo  of  pafture,  So  of 
wood,  1000  of  furze  and  heath,  with  the'  advowfon 
of  the  vicarage,  of  the  chiirch,  &c. 

Edward  VI.  on  January  26,  1551,  demifed  to 
Hugh  Ellis,  gent,  the  rectory  of  the  feid  church,  with 
all  the  glebe  lands,  tithes,  &c.  for  twenty-one  years, 
paying  to  the  king  ill.  per  ann.  the  queen  hereby 
alfo  now  gives  to  the  earl  of  Leiceftcr  the  reverfion 
of  the  fame  rectory,  in  as  full  a  manner  as  John, 
duke  of  Northumberland,  held  the  fame  (the  rent  of 
'ill.  per  ann.  being  referved  to  the  crown)  with  all 
courts,  leets,  felon's  goods,  markets,  fairs,  8cc. 

In  the  faid  year  fir  Thomas  Grefliam  purchafed 
it  of  the  earl,  and  in  the  igth  of  Elizabeth,  fettled 
this  lordfhip,  with  the  red  or  y  and  advowfon  of  the 
vicarage,  on  himfelf  for  life ;  the  reverfion  on  Na- 
thaniel Bacon,  efq.  of  Gray's  Inn,  fon  of  fir  Nath. 
Bacon,  lord  keeper  of  the  great  leal,  and  Ann  his 
wife. 

This  Nathaniel  was  afterwards  knight  of  the  Bath, 
and  Ann  his  wife  was  a  natural  daughter  of  iir  Tho- 
mas Grefham,  by  whom  "he  had  three  daughters  and 
co-heirs:  Ann,  married  to  John  Townfhend  of  Rain- 
ham  ;  Elizabeth,  to  fir  Thomas  Knevet,  jun.  of  Aih- 
welthorpe;  and  Winefrcdc,  to  fir  Robert  Gawdy  of 
Claxton  in  Norfolk;  and  on  a  divifion  of  the  eflate, 
this  lordfhip  came  to  fir  Thomas  Knevet,  by  Eliza- 
beth his  wire. 

Sir 
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Sir  Thomas  Kncvet,  jun.  dying  in  1605,  Eliza- 
beth, lady  KneveL  afterwards,  fettled  it  on  Nathaniel 
Knevet,  efq.  a  younger  fon,  who  was  loid  m  163  3. 
Edward  Paflon,  efq.  was  lord  in  1742. 

The  church  was  a  re&ory  dedicated  to  St.  Mary, 
valued  at  fixteen  marks,  and  was  appropriated  to  the 
priory  of  Norv  ich,  when  a  vicarage  was  fettled,  va- 
lued at  fix  marks,  the  cellarer  of  Norwich  had  a 
pcnfion  of  i  os.  per  ann.  paid  by  the  vicar  ;  the  pre- 
fent  value  of  the  vicarage  is  4!.  6s.  8d.  and  is  dif- 
charged. 

In  1728  the  Rev.  Thomas  Whaites  was  prefentcd 
to  this  vicarage  by  Simon  Taylor,  efq.  and  in  1770 
the  Rev.  Robert  Tilyard,  of  Caius  College,  Cam- 
bridge, was  inilituted,  on  his  own  prefentation,  being 
lord  and  patron. 

On  a  grave-ftone  the  portraiture  of  a  woman  in 
brafs,  and  on  a  plate — Pray  for  the  foule  of  Margaret 
Dooke,  late  the  wife  of  John  Dooke,  who  departed,  <bc.  in 
1339  — And  on  a  window  the  arms  of  Dookc. 

On  another  grave-Hone — Orate  p.  'aia  Tho.  Bunnr. 
qui  pavimentum  hujus  ecdie  iapdib;  mar  r.ior  eh  fieri  jtdt 
A°.  D'ni  1500. 

Mr.  Parkin  fays  "  The  town  probably  takes  its 
name  from  fome  rivulet ;  Hems,  is  a  rivulet  near 
Totnefs  in  Derbyfhire/1  How  far  this  derivation  is 
juft  we  will  not  pretend  to  determine;  but  only  re- 
mark, that  we  raiher  think  it  to  have  been  Hams-by, 
i.  e.  the  town  or  towns  by  or  near  watei . 

This  village  lies  on  the  road  between  Yarmou'li 
and  Winterton,  being  fix  miles  from  the  fcn:;-r,  and 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  fea-coaft 
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Esco.  William  Bcaufoe.  bifhop  of  Thetford, 
had  two  borderers  here,  who  held  five  acres  of  land, 
and  belonged  to  his  lordfhip  of  Hemefby,  which  he 
held  as  a  lay  fee,  arid  the  (aid  bifhop  gave  it  to 
his  fee. 

This  place  has  been  depopulated  forne  centuries  J 
in  the  year  1273,  in  a  furvey   of  Walter  de  Kirkby,  • 
prior  of  Norwich;   Sco-field  is  mentioned  as  adjoin- 
ing to  Martham-field,  and  the  hofpital  of  Norwich 
liad  lands  therein. 

The  north-field  of  Sco  is  alfo  mentioned,  and  the 
king's  highway  leading  from  Sco  to  Repps,  and  the 
king's  highway  leading  from  Sco  to  Martharn. 

A  family  took  their  name  from    it,  Alexander  de~ 
Sco  was  living  here  at  this  time,  and  had  lands. 

MARTHAM,  wrote  fo  in  Doomfday  book.  One 
part  of  this  town  was  a  beruite  to  Algar,  earl  of  Mer- 
cia's  manor  of  Hemefby,  which  Alwi,  and  Stigand 
the  archbifhop,  took  from  him,  and  gave  it  to  his 
brother  Almar.  bifhop  of  Elmham,  who  held  it  in 
king  Edward's  time,  and  was  deprived  of  it  at  the 
conquelt,  when  it  was  granted  to  William  Beauioe, 
bifhop  of  Thetford,  with  Hemefby,  as  a  lay  fee ; 
and,  with  Hemefby,  was  one  Icuca  and  a  half  broad, 
a.nd  one  wide,  and  paid  3od.  gek;  valued  at  aGL, 
but  at  the  furvey  at  29). 

In  Martham  were  thirty-fix  free-men,  under  the 
protection  of  Almar  biihop  of  Elmham,  then  valued 
at  6L  but  at  the  furvey  at  81.  los.  and  there  was  a 
church  endowed  with  fifty  acres,  valued  at  5od« 
bifhop  Beau  foe  held  this  alfo  as  a  lay  fee,  by  a  grant 
of  the  Conqueror ;  and  on  his  death,  gave  both  to 
C  his 
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his  fee  and  fucccffors.  but  bifliop  Herbert,  on  his 
founding  the  priory  of  Norwich,  fettled  it  on  that 
convene,  by  deed,  in  September  ion. 

Several  families  had  an  imeref!  m  thefe  fees. 

In  the  ifl  of  king  John,  1200,  there  was  a  plead- 
ing between  Walter  de  Bafingham  and  the  prior  cf 
Norwich,  about  lands  here  and  in  Hemefbv,  and 
the  family  of  de  Guriton  had  a  confiderable  intereft. 

Matthew  de  Gunton  granted,  by  fine,  in  the  8th 
or  Henry  III.  1224,  to  William,  prior  of  Norwich. 
the  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Martham.  Several 
other  perfons  interefted  here  were  benefactors  to  this 
priory, 

tn  the  15th  of  Edward  I.  1287,  the  prior  claimed 
wreck  at  fea,  affife,  free-warren,  pillory,  tumbrel, 
with  the  leet  here  and  in  Hemefby;  and  in  the  faid 
year  Roger  de  Bavent  claimed  view  of  frank-pledge 
in  the  manor  here,  and  others  in  right  of  their  wives, 
daughters  of  John  de  Gunton,  who  died  about  the 
5th  of  Edward  I.  1277. 

In  the  24th  of  Edward  I.   1296,  the  manor  w 
valued  at  gl.  i6s.  jd.  ob.  per  ann. 

'  The  temporalities  of  the  prior,  in  1428,  were  va- 
lued at  21!.  1 8s.  nd.  ,ob. 

In  the  2oth  of  Edward  IV.  the  prior  Bad  a  patent 
for  a  fair  here  on  the  5th  of  Auguft. 

On  the  diffolution  of  the  priory  it  came  to  th'e 
crown,  and  fo  remained  in  the  ift  of  Edward  VI. 
when  'on  Nov.  9,  1547,  the  irnpropriated  reftory, 

tvith 
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with  the  patronage 'of  the  vicarage,  was  granted  to 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  Norwich,  and  was  confirm- 
ed by  parliament ;  but  this  lordiiiip  was  taken  from 
the  church,  and  not  granted  to  the  dean  and  chapter. 

In  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  it  was  in  the 
crown,  valued  at  48!.  i6s.  S'd.  per  aim. 

.  Hugh  Ellis,  efq.  had  a  leafe  of  it,  and  afterwards 
the  Clcies. 

Laurence  de  Huntrngfield  had  a  lordfliip  in  the 
24th  of  Henry  III.  1240,  held  of  the  fee  of  Nor* 
\vich  by  half  a  fee,  and  paid  an  aid  on  the  marriage 
of  Ifabel,  the  king's  filler,  to  the  emperor  of  Gei> 
many. 

In  ihe  gth  of  Edward  II.  1316,  John,  foil  of  Wil- 
liam de  Crofhvick,  conveyed  lands  to  Robert  4e 
Martham. 

In  1322,  there  were  certain  difputes  between  the 
prior  and  Laurence  de  Huntingfield,  who  claimed 
than  the  tenants  of  the  prior  certain  fervices ;  but 
were  compro'mifed,  on  the  piior's  refigning  all  his 
right  to  the  fervices  of  Laurence's  tenants  to  him, 
as  he  did.  to  thole  pf  -the  prior. 

Robert  de  Martham,  about  the  13th  of  Edw.  III. 
1339,  granted  to  the  abbefs  of  the  nuns  of  St.  Clare 
without  Aldgate,  twenty  marks  per  arm.  out  of  his 
lands  and  tenements  here,  in  Horfey,  Repps  and 
Baftwick,  during  the  life  of  Catherine,  late  wife  of 
John  de  Ingham,  deceafed,  fon  of  lir  Oliver  de  Ing- 
ham,  flic  being  then  a  nun  there, 

C   3 
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COBHAM  COLLEGE  MANOR.  In  the  24th  of  Hen- 
ry  III.  1240,  Bartholomew  de  Burlee,  Burleigh,  or 
Brevylc,  held  half  a  fee  of  the  fee  of  Norwich,  and 
paid  an  aid  an  the  marriage  of  the  king's  fifter  with 
the  emperor. 

Sir  Laurence  de  Bufley  gave  it  foon  after  to  the 
college  at  Cobham  in  Kent,  founded  by  John  de 
Cobham,  lord  Cobham,  by  the  licenfe  of  Edw.  111. 
for  five  priefts  in  the  church  of  Cobham. 

In  the  year  1374,  the  mailer  and  fellows  demife 
to  John,  lord  Cobham,  this  manor  for  life,  on  De- 
cember 20* 

In  the  4th  of  Richard  II.  1381,  licenfe  was 
granted  to  the  mafter,  &c.  of  this  college,  to  amor- 
tife  it  to  the  priory  of  Norwich  for  i61.  per  ann. 
with  lands,  8cc.  in  Eaft  Chalk  in  Kent, 

Here  it  remained  till  the  difiblution,  when  it  came 
to  the  crown;  and  queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  2 8th 
year,  Nov.  23,  1586,  demifed  to  George  Brooke, 
gent,  the  fcite  of  this  manor,  with  all  the  demean 
lands,  for  twenty-one  years,  at  4!-  i6s.  4^.  per  ann. 
and  on  October  17,  in  the  ift  of  James  I.  a  grant 
of  the  fame  (paying  the  fame  fee-farm  rent)  was 
made  to  fir  George  Hume. 

The  faid  fee-farm  rent,  at  the  requefl  of  fir  Chrif- 
topher  Heydon,  was  given  in  the  6th  of  that  king 
to  fir  William  Hobart. 

In  the  14th  of  Henry  VIII.  we  find  Cobhar., 
Were's  fifhery  lett,  with  Randol's  flete,  at  s6s.  8d. 

H( 
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Here  the  Conqueror- 4ield  lands,  which  were  ad- 
ded to  the  lordfhip  of  Cawiton,  a  manor  of  the 
•  Conqueror's. 

This  made  part  of  the  manor  of  Meys  in  Caw- 
flon,  which  was  part  of  the  king's  manor,  and  grant- 
ed off  by  Henry  I,  to  the  family  of  de  Mey,  lords 
of  it  many  years. 

William  Knightley,  of  Norwich,  gent,  as  appears 
by  his  will,  dated  Oclober  12,  1547,  died  lord  of 
this  manor  of  Meys  here  and  in  Cawfton,  and  left 
it  to  Agnes  his  wife,  who  was  a  filler  of  fir  Nicholas 
Hare ;  and  George  Knightley,  efq.  his  fon  and  heir, 
was  lord  of  it,  with  the  appurtenances  in  Hemefby, 
Clippefby,  &c.  in  the  loth  of  Elizabeth,  1568. 

The  Conqueror  had  alfo  other  tenures  here,  which 
Godric  had  the  care  of.  • 

The  abbot  of  St.  Bennet  had  at  the  furvey  an  in- 
tereft  here,  which,  on  the  difTolution  of  that  abbey, 
was  granted  by  Henry  VIII.  to  the  fee  of  Norwich, 
on  the  exchange  of  lands. 

Alan,  eari  ef  Richmond,  had  here  lands,  which 
afterwards  belonged  to  the  lordfhip  of  Weft  So- 
merton. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  was  a 
rectory,  valued  at  37  marks,  and  given  by  Roger 
de  Gunton,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  to  the  prior 
and  convent  of  Norwich  about  the  year  1160. 

John  de  Grey,  bifhop  of  Norwich,  appropriated 
it  to  the  ufe  of  the  cellerer,  with  liberty  to  be  ierved 
by  flipendiary  chaplains. 

G  3  Afterward^ 
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Afterwards,  by  confent  of  the  prior  and  monks, 
.£  vicarage  was  endowed  py  Waller  bithop  of  Nor- 
wich in  1246,  with  a.manfc,  oblations,  fmall  tithes, 
2nd  a  moiety  of  the  hay. 

On  the  dilfolution  of  the  priory,  the  patronage  of 
the  church  came  to  the  crown,  with  the  appropri- 
ated rectory,  and  were  granted  to  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter of  Norwich  on  Nov.  g,  1547,  >n  Ine  l&  °f  Ed- 
\vard  VI.  and  fo  remains. 

The  vicarage  is  valued  at  61.  133.  4d.  and  is 
{lifcharged. 

In  the  chancel,  a  grave-ftone  for  Edward  Freeman, 
Gent,  who  died  July  12,  1049,  aged  44. 

One  for,  The  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Dockwra,  curate  of 
this  parijh,  who  died  in  1719. 

.     One  for.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Richard  Marris,   who  died 
in   1728,  aged  74. 

Hicjacet  Mr.  Robt.  Aim  quonda  Vicar i.  httj.  Ecdie4 
qui  obt.  ^  die  men/is  Martij  A.  D.  M.CCCCLXXXVII. 

The  church  is  a  lofty  fabric,  has  a  nave,  a  nortfy 
and  fouth  aile  and  a  chancel. 

On  a  window  in  the  north  aile,   Orate  p.   aiab; 

Rogeri  Clark  et ya.   ijta  fentftram  fectnmt 

jfieri  honorc  beatc  Marie. 

|n  the  church, 

_____     fa 

Alice,  who  by  her  life 
}Vds  my  Sifter,  my  Miftrefs. 
$Ly  Mother    . 
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In  1479,  Richard  Fuller  of  Norwich,  tanner,  gives 
to  the  repair  of  the  church  of  Maitham,  where  St, 
Blithe  lyeth,  ics. 

Roger  de  K.  parifh  chaplain  of  Martham,  in  1323, 
had  licence  from  the  prior  and  convent  to  teach  gram- 
mar to  20  boys. 

In  1759,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bowman  was  prefcnt- 
cd  to  this  vicarage  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Nor* 
wich. 

Martham  is  a  large  and  populous  village,  on  the 
road  from  Winterton  to  Hcigham  bridge ;  eight 
miles  from  Yarmouth.  It  {lands  on  grounds  which 
rife  gradually  from  the  marfhes;  and  its  church  com- 
inands  a  very  extenlive  and  beautiful  profpccl:  eacli 
way.  Adjoining  to  a  cottage  here  is  a  neat  garden, 
remarkable  for  a  fhow  of  the  mgii  rare  and  curious 
exotics. 

Some  years  ago  a  perfon  was  executed  for  fetting 
fire  to  a  part  of  this  town,  and  hung  in  chains  on  a 
gibbet  now  (landing  here. 

OBY,  or  OW?Y,  wrote  in  Doomfday  Obei.  Ro- 
ger Bigot,  anceftor  of  the  earls  of  Norfolk,  was  lord 
of  Oby  at  the  furvey,  and  Stanart  held  it  then  of 
Roger,  Ringulf,  who  was  lord  in  the  Confeflbr's 
time,  being  deprived.  Roger  Bigot  laid  claim  to 
them  by  the  gift  of  the  king,  and  they  belonged  to 
the  fee  of  his  predeceffor  Alwi  of  Thetford,  and 
were  valued  at  45. 

Stanart  alfo  had  under  Roger  in  this  town  the  land 
of  Godwin,  a  free-man,  who  was  deprived,  valued 
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The  faid  Roger  Bigot  had  oiher  lands,  valued  at 
;d.  per  arm. 

Stanart,  or  Stannard,  who  n'as  enfeofTed  of  this 
lordfhip,  had  alfo  another  in  this  town,  of  the  abbot 
of  St.  Bennct. 

In  the  soth  of  Henry  ITT.  1 236,  William  dc 
Ormefby  held  here,  and  in  Burgh,  one  fee  of  the 
Bigots.  The  family  of  de  Caley  had  alfo  a  lordfhip 
here. 

Sir  John  Caley,  of  Oby,  held  it  in  the  joth  of 
Edward  III.  1336. 

'  This  eflate  came  by  marriage  with  the  daughters 
of  his  brother,  fn  William  de  Calcy,  who  died  in 
1380.*  to  Edmund  Clippefby,  efq.  and  fir  John 
Harfyke. 

John  ClippePoy,  efq.  fon  of  Edmund,  on  a  divi- 
fion  of  the  Caley's  inheritance,  enjoyed  this  manor 
in  the  gth  of  Henry  V.  1421,  and  lett  to  farm  126- 
acres  of  land,  and  the  manor-houfe,  except  the  cham- 
bers on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  hall,  with  the  folary 
above,  and  the  chapel  adjoining,  with  the  ftable, 
and  free  ingrefs  and  egrefs,  petquifites  of  court, 
wards,  &c.  and  fwan-mark,  at  20!.  per  ann.  This 
John  died  in  1454. 

In  this  family  it  remained,  till  on  the  death  of 
John  Clippefby,  efq.  it  came  to  his  three  daughters 
and  co-heirs. 

In  the  37th  of  Elizabeth,  1595,  it  was  found  that 
Thomas  Guybdn,  efq.  fon  and  heir  of  Humphrey 

Guybon^ 
4  *•  He  was  buried  in  the  chaftcel  of  St.  Mary  of  Aftiby. 
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Guybon,  cfq.  .of  Lynn,  was  lord  of  Oby  in  right  of 
Audrey  his  wile,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  John  Clip- 
pefby,  efq, 

The  abbey  of  St.  Bennet  at  Holme  had  at  the 
furvey  an  interefl,  valued  then  at  308.  It  was  fix 
furlongs  long  and  three  broad,  and  paid  gd.  gelt,  &c. 

There  belonged  to  this  manor  of  the  abbot's  other 
lands,  valued  at  305.  and  were  given  by  king  Ca- 
nute to  the  abbey,  oil  his  foundation  of  the  fame  in 
1034. 

The  family  of  de  Ouby  held  thefe  lands  of  the 
abbey  fbme  time ;  afterwards  by  the  de  Sparhams, 
and  de  Suffields. 

John  Guybon,  efq.  fon  of  Thomas  Guybon,  efq. 
inherited  the  lordfhip  of  Oby  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
I,  and  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Francis 
Mapcs,  of  Rollefby,  efq.  by  whom  he  had  Clip- 
pefby  Guybon,  efq.  lord  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II, 
and  was  father  of  Clippefby  Guybon,  aged  ten  years 
in  1664:  he  mortgaged  it  to  colonel  John  Harbord 
of  Gunton,  who  was  lord  of  it,  and  fold  it  to  Tho- 
mas Doughty,  a  mercer  in  Covent-Garden,  London, 
and  dying  feifed  of  it,  ordered  his  executor  by  his 
will  to  fell  it,  and  by  a  decree  in  Chancery  it  was 
fold  to  Dr  Humphrey  Prideaux,  dean  of  Norwich, 
in  1708;  and  in  1729,  May  29,  was  bought  by 
Philip  Leheup,  efq.  of  Gunthorpe,  of  Mr.  Prideaux, 
fon  and  heir  of  the  dean. 

In  1690,  we  find  thefe  particulars  relating  to  this 
lordfhip.  "  Ouby  Hall  is  a  large  houfe,  built  with 
brick  and  ftone,  having  large  barns,  granary,  maft- 
lioufe,  flables,  dove-houfe,  garden,  orchards,  fifh- 

ponds, 
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ponds,  Sec.  with  timber  worth  500).  The  manor 
rents  of  free  and  copyhold  tenants,  with  profits  of 
court,  valued  at  61.  is.  gd.  per  arm.  There  >vc:e 
235  acres  of  good  arable  and  pailure  land,  moft  in- 
clofed;  in  rich  feeding  marfh,  and  meadows,  545 
acres,  at  i6s.  per  acre,  and  the  malt^houfe  at  15!. 
per  arm." 

The  hall,  or  manor-houfe,  now  (landing,  is  the 
remains  of  a  fpacious  building,  fituated  clofe  by  the 
piarfh-grounds.  A  noble  barn,  of  vail  dimensions, 
is  yet  intire  ;  on  the  gavel  end  of  which  are  the 
arms  of  Guybon.,  J.  G.  1622. 

.  John  Tilyardr  efq.  is  the  prefent  lord  of  this 
pianor. 


Mr.  Parkin  fays,  "  I  do  not  find,  from  the 
*'  tution  books  of  Norwich,  any  mention  of  a  church 
*'  here  ;  the  tradition  is,  that  many  ages  paft,  it 
"•Junk  into  the.  ground  ;  but  it  feems  to  have  been  a 
-*•  hamlet  to  Afhby,  where  the  inhabitants  at  this  day 
'*  go  to  church,"  —  —  -How  well  this  reverend  author 
was  acquainted  with  the  country  he  pretended  to  de-» 
fcribe,  muft  be  obvious  ;  feeing,  that  at  this  day  the 
church  of  ASHBY  has  been  dilapidated  many  years; 
and  the  churchward  of  OBY  is  ftill  to  bejeen  by  the 
road  fide  leading  from  Thirne  to  Yarmouth,  with- 
out any  vifible  fign  of  the  church  having  funk  into 
the  ground,  as  muft  have  marked  the  fcite  of  fo  ex- 
traordinary a  phenomenon. 

In  1604,  Nov.  28,  the  churches  of  Oby  an4 
were  confolidated  with  Thlrnc  ;  and  in  1747* 
ihe  Rev.  Richard  Fayerman  was  prcfcntcd  to  this 
united  re&ory  by  the  bifhop  (>f  Norwich. 

REPPS 
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REPPS  cum  EASTWICK,  wrote  in  Doomfday 
Repes  and  Baftuic  BaRwick  was  a  hamlet  belong- 
ing to  the  town  of  Repps.  William  de  Beaufoe, 
bifhop  of  Theiford,  had  a  grant  from  the  Conqueror 
of  the  lands  of  two  free-men  in  Bafhvick,  who  were 
under  the  protection  of  Almar.  bifhop  of  Elmham; 
in  king  Edward's  time  vaiued  at  the  furvey  at 
2s.  ad.  and  Beaufoe  held  it  as  a  lay-fee  in  his  own 
right. 

The  abbot  of  St.  Bennct  at  Holme  had  alfo  in 
Ba'ftwick  a  free-man.  Baflwick  was  fix  furlongs 
Jong,  and  three  broad.  And  in  Rrpps  the  faid  abboc 
Jiad  fix  free-men,  Sec.  valued  at  the  furvey  at  35. 

Nicholas  de  Salicibus,  Willows,  or  Sallows,  held 
in  Repps  and  Clippefby  a  fee,  in  the  2oth  of  Hen- 
rv  HI.  1236,  of  Ralph  de  Holbech,  he  of  Robert 
tic  Gallon,  and  Robert  of  the  bifhop  of  Norwich. 

In  the  3d  of  Edward  I.  1275,  the  abbot  of  St. 
Bcnnet  had  a  leet  here,  and  in  Afhby,  Sec.  and  in 
the  3d  of  H^nry  IV  1402,  John  de  Clippefby,  and 
John  Pickering,  held  here  and  in  Clippefby  half  a 
fee  of  Robert  de  Martham,  he  of  Robert  CarbonelJ, 
who  held  it  of  the  bifhop  of  Norwich.  John  de 
Clippefby  had  the  advowfon  of  the  church. 

Bifliop  Beaufoe,  at  his  death,  gave  his  lordfhip 
aforefaid  to  the  fee,  where  it  continued ;  and  on  the 
exchange  of  lands  between  Henry  VIII.  and  bifhop' 
Rugg,  the  abbot  of  Holme's  tenures  here  came  alfo 
to  the  fee  of  Norwich. 

Alan,  earl  of  Richmond,  at  the  furvey,  had  lands 
in  Repps,  held  by  one  free-man,  8cc.  which  was  va- 
lued in  his  manor  of  Somerton;  and  in  Baftwick 

twelve 
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twelve  acres  of  land,  and  one  of  meadow,  held  by 
two  free-men  in  king  Edward's  reign,  and  valued  alfo 
in  Somerton, 

William  de  Sparham,  and  Roger  de  Suffield,  feem 
to  have  had  an  intereft  in  this ;  and  in  the  8th  of 
Richard  I.  1197,  Ralph,  abbot  of  Holme,  convey- 
ed by  fine  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Repps  to 
the  faid  William  and  Roger,  who  gave  lands  to  the 
abbot. 

Hugh  de  Caley  granted  to  the  hofpital  of  St.  Giles 
in  Norwich,  a  meffuage,  twenty-one  acres  of  land, 
with  the  advowfon  of  St.  Peter's  church  of  Repps, 
and  the  chapel  of  Bafl.wick,  by  fine,  in  the  5^d  of 
Henry  III.  1269, 

.  About  this  time  here  was  a  bridge,  which  was 
broke  down  in  the  52d  of  the  faid  king.  In  forne 
xvritings  Baftwick  is  wrote  BafTe-Wyk,  i.  e.  the  low 
wick  or  town. 

In  the  gth  of  Edward  II.  William  de  Ormefby 
had  a  lordfhip. 

Roger  Bigot,  anceflor  to  the  earls  of  Norfolk,  held 
at  the  fury.ey  the  lands  of  feven  free-men,  and  own- 
ed eighty  acres  of  land,  8cc.  valued  at  8s. 

Bigot  had  alfo  in  Repps  fome  free-men  belonging 
to  his  lordfhip  of  Sutton  in  the  hundred  of  Hap- 
ping ;  alfo  in  Bailwick  he  had  the  lands  of  two  free 
women,  valued  at  i8d. 

William  de  Scohies  had  one  free-man  in  Repps 
at  the  furvey,  which  was  valued  in  his  manor  of 
Stokefby, 

la 
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In  the  aoth  of  Henry  III.  1236,  Peter -de  Bromp- 
ton  held  a  quarter  of  a  fee  of  the  eari  marflial. 
This  came  foon  after  to  the  Failolfs. 

Sir  John  Faftolf  was  lord  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
IV.  From  him  it  came  to  the  Paftons,  being  then, 
called  the  manor  of  Repps,  held  of  the  bifhop  of 
Norwich.  From  the  Paftons  it  was  fold  to  the  late 
lord  Anfon,  and  George  Anfon,  efq.  of  ShugborougU 
in  Stafibrdihire,  is  now  lord  of  the  manor. 

.  Roger  de  Eggmere  gave  by  deed,  Jans  date,  to  the 
hofpital  of  St.  Giles  in.  Norwich,  all  his  property 
in  Baflwick. 

John  de  Foxley,  in  the  4th  of  Richard  II.  aliened 
lands  here  to  the  faid  hofpital. 

The  temporalities  of  St.  Bennet's  abbey  in  Repps 
were  valued  at  35.  4d..  of  Norwich  priory  22ct.  of 
Broomholm  priory  as. 

The  church  of  Repps  is  dedicated  to  St.;  Peter, 
and  the  chapel  of  Baftwick  alfo.  The  reclory  was 
valued  at  twenty  marks,  together  with  the  chapel. 

The  patronage  was  in  the  abbey  ot  St.  Bennet 
till  1197,  when  the  abbot  granted  it  to  'William  d^ 
Sparham  and  Roger  de  Suffield.  Mr.  William  da 
Suffield  was  prefented  to  this  re&ory  in  1248,  with 
the  chapel  of  Baftwick ;  he  was  brother  to  Walter 
Suffield,  bifhop  of  Norwich,  archdeacon  of  Norwich, 
and  heir  to  this  advowfon*  He  gave  it  to  St.  Giles's 
hofpital,  founded  by  the  bifhop,  and  it  Was  appro- 
priated to  it  in  1261  by  the  biOiop  of  Norwich,  who 
.inilitmed  William  de  Rollefby  vicar,  who  was  to 
have  all  the  great  tithes  belonging  to  Baftwick  cha- 

pcK 
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$el,  wit!)  all  the  altarage  belonging  to  Repps  ;  but 
at  his  death  there  were  to  be  no  more  vicars,  but  the 
church  and  chapel  we're  to  be  ferved  by  a  ftipcndiary 
Chaplain  found  by  the  hofpkal.  who  were  to  find 
alfo  a  chauntry  pried  to  fcrvc  daily  in  Repps  church. 
The  bifhop  in  1350  dikliargcd  them  of  that  fervice. 

The  hofpital  of  S:.  Gil?s  being  furrendcred  to  Ed- 
tvard  VI.  March  6,  1547,  the  faid  king  on  May  7. 
1549,  granted  it,  with  all  its  poffcflions,  8cc.  to  the 
mayor,  fheriffs,  and  commonalty  of  Norwich,  where 
it  fiill  continues,  and  is  ferved  by  a  ftipendiary  cu- 
icate,  in  their  nomination,  for  23!.  per  ann. 

In  the  church,  a  grave-ftone,  In  memory  of  Thoma- 
fine,  wife,  of  William  Tificker,  Gent,  who  dkd  ih  1  659. 

Hicjaatjohs.  Greyve  Capells.  quiobt.  1451. 
Orate  p.  a  i  a.  D^niTko.  Folfliam  Baccal.  Cap'li. 
Orate  p.  dia.  D'nijohs.  Sytoonis. 

The  arm§  of  Mauteby  in  the  church.  On  the 
font,  quarterly,  Clippdby,  Alfo  an  efcutchcon,  and 
orie  cf  martlets* 

The  chapel  of  fcaftwick  was  in  ruins  in  1618, 
when  we  find  fome  of  the  ftone  belonging  to  the 
fuins  granted.  The  tower  is  (till  {landing,  fituate-d 
ciofe  by  the  mttfhes. 


Through  this  village  the  great  road   leadin 
•Yarmouth  (10  miles)    to  North-waUham  (15  miles} 
pofles. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Fayerman,  rector  of  Thirrie, 
Sec.  was  prefented  to  the  curacy  of  Repps  eurn  Baft- 
\vick  by  the  corporation  of  Norwich  in  1753. 
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ROLLESBY,  wrote  Rolvefbj  and Rotholfuefby. 
The  land  of  a  free-man  under  the  prote&ion  of  Al^ 
mar,  bifhop  of  Elmham,  was  granted  by  the  Conque- 
for  to  William  Beaufoe,  btfliop  of  Thetford,  to  be 
held  as  a  lay-fee,  who  had  alfo  by  the  raid  grant 
the  lands  which  another  free-man  held,  valued  at 
the  furvey  at-  30*. 

Bifhop  Beaufoe,  at  his  death,  left  this  manor  and 
many  others  to  the  fee  of  Norwich. 

Roger  dex  Blauncheville  (Whitfield)  granted  by- 
deed,  Jans  date,  to  Matthew  de  Gnntcn,  land  hek£ 
here  of  the  fee  of  William  Barr.  This  eftate  after- 
tvards  was  divided  wkh  the  marriage  of  five  fillers 
and  co-heirs. 

•  In  the  5 til  of  Edward  I.  there  was  a  pleading1, 
•wherein  Simon  de  Peche  claimed  the  patronage  of 
the  church  of  Rolkfby  againft  Eroald  de  Rollefby.  ' 

William  de  Repps,  and  Thomas  his  brother,  quit- 
claimed to  John,  brfhopof  Norwich,  and  his  fuccef- 
fors,  in  die  31  ft  of  Edward  II.  by  deed,  all  his  right 
in  the  manor  andadvowfon,  dated  at  London,  Marcrt 
2 1  ;  and  the  bifliop  entered  on  them  as  an  efcheat, 
Cm  acddunt  of  the  felony  and  outlawry  of  William 
Peche. 

After  this  it  was  in  the  family  of  Bois.  John  Boi.i, 
*fq.  of  Gonningfby  in  Lincolnfhire,  was  lord.  He 
died  in  1421,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  of  Ingham. 

In  the  2^d  of  Henry  Vf.  1445,  the  lordfhip  of 
Bois  in  Rollefby  was  fettled,  by  fine,  on  Robert  Mor- 
firafcr,  in  right  of  his  wife. 

William 
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William  Cappes  held  it  in  the  320!  of  Hen.  VIIT. 


BERK  ING  MANOR.  Bartholomew  de  Marham 
granted  by  deed,  fans  date,  to  John  Warine  de  Rol- 
lefby, with  Agnes  his  daughter  in  free  marriage,  all 
his  land  in  fee  here. 

William  de  Rollefby  was  lord  in  the  14th  of  Ed- 
\vard  I.  1286. 

John,  vicar  of  Ramfey,  as  truflee,  fettled  on  Ri- 
chard de  Bcrking  this  part. 

Richard  de  Berking,  in  the  33d  of  Edward  III. 
by  deed,  dated  at  Rollefby,  Jan.  3,  1359,  grants  to 
Roger  de  Lftreford,  clerk,  &c,  all  his  part  of  the 
manor  of  Rollefby,  and  Filby,  except  a  rood  of  land 
called  Old-Mill-Mount,  and  the  advowfon  of  Fiiby 
church,  paying  twenty  marks  per  ann. 

In  1451,  fir  Miles  Stapleton,  and  Edward  Clere, 
of  Caftor,  efq.  Sec.  were  feoffees  of  the  manor  of 
Rollefby,  for  Thomas  Satterley,  of  Satterly  in  Suf- 
folk, cfq.  which  he  now  orders  to  be  fold. 

John  de  Berking,  and  the  heirs  of  Thomas  de 
Upton,  held  a  quarter  of  a  fee  of  the  bifhop,  in  the 
^d  of  Henry  IV.  1402. 

John  Smith,  L.  L.  D  chancellor  of  Norwich,  gave 
by  will,  in  14^,9,  his  manor  of  Rollefby  to  St.  Giles's 
hofpital  at  Norwich,  for  eighty  years,  and  on  licence 
of  mortmain  for  ever, 
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On  the  exchange  of  land  made  in  1535,  bet<veo.n 
Henry  VI H.  and  bifhop  Rugg,  thefe  manors  were 
conveyed  to  the  king. 

The  abbey  of  St.  Rennet's  at  Holme  had  a  lord- 
fljip  here  in  the  reign  of  the  Confeffor,  valued  then 
at  2 os.  at  the  (urvey  at  265,  Sd.  It  was  ten  furlongs 
long  and  nine  broad,  and  paid  2r)d.  three  farthings 
gelt. 

This  lordfiiip  continued  in  the  abbey  till  the  dif- 
fblution,  and  no  doubt,  on  the  exchange  of  lands 
made  between  the  king  and  bifhop  Rugg,  was  not 
granted  to  him,  but  was  then  veiled  in  the  king,  to- 
gether with  the  two  lordfhips  above-rncniioned,  and 
fo  remained  united  till  granted  by  that  king  to  Mary, 
durchefs  of  Richmond. 

In  the  3d  and  4th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  Rollefby 
manor  was  granted  in  December,  1556,  to  Ann 
SheitOQ  for  life,  free  fiom  all  rent,  and  the  wood 
and  underwood  only  excepted. 

In  the  following  year,  Sept.  10,  Edward,  lord 
North,  had  a  grant  of  the  lame. 

.  Thomas  Eden  prcfented  to  the. church  as  lord  in 
1 586  and  1591  ;  and  after  that,  Roger  Drury,  efq. 
who  held  it  by  knight's  fervice,  and  not  in  capitc. 

Sir  Drue  Drurv,  his  fon,,was  knighted  Aug.  27, 
16055,  and  married  Ann, .  daughter  of  Thomas  lord 
Burgh,  knight  of  the  Garter,  and  was  lord  of  Rol- 
lefby  in  1025. 

By  an  inquifition  taken  at  Norwich,  Jan.  15,  1638, 

in  the   14th  of  Charles  I.  Francis  Mapes,   efq.  was 

D  tound 
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found  to  die  March  g,  in  the  preceding  year,  lord 
of  Rollefby  hall,  and  the  advowfon  of  that  church, 
the  manor  of  Bois  in  Rollefby,  and  the  manor  of 
Berking's,  alias  Bill's,  in  the  faid  town,  and  left  two 
daughters  and  co-heirs,  Catherine  wife  of  John  Guy- 
bon,  and  Ann,  aged  1 2  years. 

In  1665,  Leonard  Mapes,  efq.  was  lord,  and 
presented  to  the  church,  who  by  Bridget,  daughter 
of  Humphrey  Rant,  efq.  of  Yelverton  in  Norfolk, 
left  Leonard  his  Ion  and  heir  in  1664,  lord  in  1687. 
Leonard  Mapes,  efq.  prefented  in  1708,  and  his  fon, 
Leonard  Mapes,  efq.  is  now  lord  and  patron. 

Rollefby  Hall,  the  feat  of  Leonard  Mapes,  efq. 
now  commanding  a  company  in  the  eaftern  battalion 
of  Norfolk  militia,  is  a  handfome  Gothic  manfion, 
environed  with  a  park  and  wood ;  and  is  capable 
of  receiving  much  improvement,  both  ufelul  and 
ornamental. 

The  temporalities  of  Hickling;  priory  were  i8s. 
of  Norwich  priory  25.  ob,  and  of  Holme  abbey 
493.  lod. 

The  church  of  Rollefby,  dedicated  to  St.  George, 
is  a  reclory.  The  ancient  value  was  thirty  marks ; 
theprefent  value  is  17!. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  is  an  altar  tomb 
of  free-ftone,  with  the  effigy  of  a  woman,  refting 
her  head  on  her  right  hand : 

Rofe  Claxton,  daughter  and  heir  of  William  Lyjltr* 
and  wife  of  Francis  Claxton,  departed  this  life  the  ^oth 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1601,  in  the  2%d 
year  of  her  fl&t  (Hid  1th  year  of  her  marriage,  With 
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the  arms  of  Ciaxton,  quartering  Crekeman  ;  and  in 
the  lali  quarter,    Bowyer  impaling  LyUer. 

On  the  Couth  fide  lies  a  grave-ftone,  where  pro- 
bp.blv  Brian  Bois,  efq.  was  buried.  In  the  window 
near  it  are  the  arms  of  Bois. 

A  (lone  in  memory  of  Anna  Gleane  tixor  charij/ima 
Tho.  Gleane  Annigi.  obt.  Sexto  Die  January,  Ao.  Dai. 
1680.  Gleane  impalim 


In  premature  —  —  —  memoriam  Philippi  Mapes 
Gleanc,  fdij  Tho.  Gleane  Armigi.  Anncq;  Uxoris,  obt. 
Ju'nij  12,  1680. 

On  a  mural  monument,  Here  under  rejlcih  the  bo- 
die  of  Leond.  Mapes,  of  Bee/ion  next  Norwich,  Eft]; 
who  had  ijfue  by  Katherine  his  wife  [even  fans  and  two 
daughters;  he  departed  this  life  Feb.  4,  1619. 

Alfo  the  portraitures  of  him,  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, and  on  the  furnmit  of  the  monument  the  arms 
of  Mapes  impaling  Southwell;  and  Mapes  impal- 
ing per  pale,  argent,  and  fable,  an  eagle  with  two 
necks  difplaycd,  and  counterchanged. 

Rollcfby  is  an  extenfrve  village.  The  church, 
with  an  Octangular  tower,  is  large  and  handfoine;  a3 
is  alfo  the  parfonage-houfe  near  it. 

The  Houss  OF  INDUSTRY  for  the  hundreds  of  Eafl: 
and  Weil  Flcgg,  was  cre&ed  a  few  years  ago  in  this 
parifh ;  and  has,  by  the  care  and  diligence  of  the 
Guardians,  removed  the  illiberal  prejudice  which 
had  fo  univerfaily  prevailed  arnongftthe  lower  clafs — 
for  wliofe  benefit  works  of  this  kind  are  patronized 
and  fuppotted.  We  will  endeavour  to  procure  for  the 
D  2  Appendix 
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Appendix  to  this  Hundred  a  more,  copious  and  intirejlin* 
account  of  this  excellent  injiiiution. 

In  1742,  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Adams  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  rcfiory  of  Rollefby  by  Leonard  Mapes, 
efq. 

SOMERTON,  EAST,  wrote  in  Doomfday  So- 
rnertuna.  Stigand,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  was 
lord  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  and  was  a  lay- 
fee;  Archifti,  a  free-man  of  his,  holding  it  under 
him.  • 

Befides  this,  there  were  nineteen  foe-men,  with 
four  carucates,  valued  at  205.  At  the  furvey  the 
Conqueror  was  -lord,  and  William  de  Noiers  was 
his  fteward.  The  foe  belonged  to  the  hundred  of 
Weft  Flegg,  and  Archefli  had  power  to  fell  it,  with- 
out the  licence  of  Stigand. 

In  the  reign  of  William  II.  this  lordfhip  was 
granted  by  that  king  to  William  de  Albini  his  but- 
ler, anccflor  to  the  earls  of  Arundel,  and  was  held  of 
him  by  the  family  of  de  Somerton. 

In  the  1 2th  of  Henry  II.  1 166,  Ralph  de  Somer- 
ton paid  6os.  pro  reireantia,  for  his  cowardice  in  re- 
futing to  fight;  and  in  the  15th  of  king  John,  1214, 
Beatrix  de  Somerton  refigned  to  William  de  Lions, 
and  Alice  his  wife,  lands  in  Somerton  and  Winter- 
ton,  claimed  by  Alice  as  her  dower,  being  the  lands 
of  William  de  Reedham,  her  former  hufband. 

Bartholomew  de  Somerton  was  lord  in  the  41  ft 
of  Henry  III.  12^7  and  fued  Beatrix  de  Flegg 
about  a  way  through  certain  grounds;  and  in  the 
Edward  I.  1276,  Alexander  Faftolf,  and  Bar- 
tholomew 
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tholomew  de  Somerton,  agreed  by  fine  to  prefent  al- 
ternately to  the  church  of  Eafl  Somerton,  and  ihe 
church  of  Winterton. 

In  1310,  fir  Bartholomew  de  Somerton  prefented 
to  the  church  of  Winterton,  and  chapci  of  Eafl  So- 
merton. 

Sir  Bartholomew  is  faid  to  have  left  Thomas  dc 
Somerton  his  fon  and  heir,  on  whofe  death  this  ma- 
nor is  faid  to  have  been  divided  between  his  feven 
heirs. 

In  the  6th  of  Edward  III.  1332,  William  Briton 
purchafed  of  Robert  Faflolf,  lands,  See.  in  this  town" 
and  Winterton ;  and  in  the  i6th  of  the  faid  reign, 
William  Briton,  of  Witchingham,  conveyed  bv  fine 
to  Robert  Clere  and  Alice  .his  wife,  daughter  and 

heir  of Filby,   of  Filby  in  Eafl  Flegg,  the  ad- 

vowfon  of  the  chapel  of  Eaft  Somerton,  and  in  the 
faid  year  Edmund  de  Melliers  conveyed  his  right  to 
the  faid  Robert  Clere.  The  family  of  de  Melliers 
held  lands  in  Happifburgh  of  the  earls  of  Albini, 
and  inherited  the  eftate  of  fir  Bartholomew  de  So- 
merton, in  Somerton  and  W7interton. 

In  1.342,  Robert  de  Clere,  as  lord  of  Winterton 
and  Somerton,  prefented  to  the  church  of  Winter- 
ton  and  chapel  of  Somerton  ;  and  in  the  fame  fa- 
mily it  remained  in  1545,  when  fir  John  Clere  pre- 
fented, who  died  lord  and  patron  in  the  3d  and  4th. 
of  Philip  and  Mary,  Auguft  21,  1557.  Sir  Edward 
Clere,  his  fon,  fold  it  to  fir  Thomas  Woodhoufe,  of 
Waxham,  about  the  year  1564.  Henry  Woodhoufe, 
efq.  prefented  as  lord  and  patron  in  1577  :  his  af- 
fignees  in  1601. 

D  3  John 
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.  John  and  Richard  Stotevile  hired  Flegg-hill  ma- 
nor of  the  Mautcbys  in  1414,  at  five  marks  per  arm., 
William  Stotevile  was  fon  of  John,  and  had  conside- 
rable lands  in  Eafl  and  \Vefl  Somenon,  &c.  he  was 
buried  in  1495,  in  the  church  of  St.  Mary  of  So- 
merton. 

In  Somerton,  William  Eeaufoe,  bifhop  of  Thet- 
ford,  had  a  fee  at  the  furvey,  which  went  with  his 
lordfhip  of  Winterton. 

There  was  formerly  a  chapel  in  Eafl  Somerton, 
into  which  the  rectors  of  Winterton  were  inftitutcd, 
but  has  been  in  ruins  many  years :  it  was  dedicated 
to  St.  Mary.  It  is  a  large  building,  clofe  by  the 
road  from  Winterton  to  Martham,  and  is  now  made 

ufe  of  as  a  barn. A  flam  on   the  dignity  of  the 

church,  which  formerly  a  journey  to  Rome  could  not 
wipe  away. 

"  The  towns  of  Somerton,  fays  Mr.  Parkins,  take 
their  names  from  fome  river  or  meer,  Some  and  So 
being  names  of  rivers ;  but  we  rather  think  it  to 
have  been  called  Suminenown,  from  its  fituauon  to 
Winter-town,  which  lies  nearer  and  more  expofed  to 
the  fea." 

Engle  Knights,  efq.  formerly  an  officer  in  the  Nor- 
folk militia,  and  now  in  the  coLunuiiion  of  the  peace, 
has  a  feat  in  this  harnlet. 

SOMERTON,  WEST.  Wihunmard  held  at  the 
Conqueror's  furvcy  a  considerable  lot di hip  under 
Alan,  the  great  earl  of  Richmond,  of  which  Alhic 
had  been  deprived,  it  extending  alfo  imo  Winterton. 
Alfric  was  a  free-man,  and  feetns  to  have  held  it 
leader  the  protection  of  king  hiaroid. 

Some 
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Some  lands  belonged  to  St.  Rennet's  abbey,  which 
Godram  feized  in  the  time  of  Ralph  earl  of  Nor- 
folk. The  whole,  with  the  foe-men  in  the  hundred, 
was  valued  at  >jl.  It  was  one  Icuca  and  eight  fur- 
longs long,  and  ten  furlongs  broad,  and  paid  3od. 
gelt. 

Many  perfons  had  an  intereft,  and  held  parts  of 
this  lordfliip  under  the  earls  of  Richmond. 

Henry  II.  or  Richard  I.  gave  a  part  of  it  to  Ralph 
de  Glanvile,  lord  chief  juftice  of  England,  who 
founded  the  priory  of  Butley  in  Suffolk,  and  an  hof- 
pital  in  Weft  Somerton,  for  three  lepers,  and  gave 
the  care  or  guardianfhip  of  it  to  the  faid  priory, 
which  was  confirmed  by  pope  Innocent  the  3d.  and 
Honorius  the  gd. 

William  de  Auberville,  who  married  Maud  his 
eldeft  daughter  and  co-heir,  gave  the  advowfon  of 
the  churches  of  Weft  Somerton  to  the  faid  hofpital, 
in  the  aoth  of  Edward  III.  1226,  with  the  third  part 
of  the  advowfon  of  the  churches  of  Upton  and 
Chedgrave  in  Norfolk,  8cc.  with  lands  in  Butley  and 
Stratford,  by  fine,  to  the  priory  of  Butley. 

In  the  6th  of  Edward  I.  1278,  William  de  Gyfel- 
ham  gave  by  fine  to  the  priory  of  Butley,  lands  and 
tenements  here,  in  Repps,  Bafiwick,  and  Martham. 

In  the  14th  of  that  king,  the  prior  claimed  view 
of  frank-pledge,  a  {fife  of   bread   and    beer,  as  part 
the  barony  of  Richmond  held  by  him. 

In  1299,  the  temporalities  of  the  priory  in  Weft 
>merton  were  taxed  at  7  is.  4d. 

D  4  In 
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In  ihe  3oth  of  Henry  VIII.  1539,  Thomas  Man- 
ning, then  fuffragan  bifhop  of  Ipfwich,  and  prior  of 
Butley,  conveyed  this  their  manor,  by  fine,  to  the 
king;  and  Edward  VI.  in  his  6th  year,  1552,  gave 
it  to  Edward  lord  Clinton. 

In  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  fir  Thomas 
Woodhoufe,  of  Waxham,  was  lord;  and  his  Ion  fir 
Henry  conveyed  it,  about  the  igth  of  that  queen,  to 
fir  Thomas  Rivet,  merchant  of  London,  and  alder- 
man, with  the  impropriated  reftory  ;  and  by  Muriel, 
cldefl  daughter  of  fir  Thomas,  it  came  to  fir  Chrif- 
topher  Heydon,  of  Baconflhorpe,  who  fold  it  to 
Henry  Hobart,  efq.  of  Blickiing,  afterwards  a  judge 
and  a  barunet. 

EARL'S  MANOR.  This  was  alfo  a  part  of  the 
great  ioidfhip  of  Alan,  earl  of  Richmond,  and  grant- 
ed in  1312  by  Edwaid  II.  with  the  manor  of  Cofte- 
fey  in  Norfolk,  to  fir  John  de  Clavering,  lord  of 
Horsford,  for  his  life;  and  on  his  death,  Edw.  III. 
in  1329,  gave  it  to  fir  Robert  de  Ufford,  and  was 
held  by  him  in  the  ig'di  of  that  king,  being  then  earl 
of  vSuftolk,  from  whom  it  took  the  name  of  the  Earl's 
Manor,  and  had  a  lete  here  and  in  Winteiton,  into 
which  it  extended. 

William  de  Ufford  his  fon,  earl  of  Suffolk,  in  the 
5th  of  Richard  II.  1382,  died  feifed  of  a  melTuage, 
40  acres  of  land,  and  35.  yd.  rent  in  Somerton  and 
in  Winterton. 

Edward  Clere,  efq.   fold   to   fir  Thomas  Wood- 
houfe,   knt.  of  Waxham,    the   manor  of   Earl's   in 
and  the  advowfon  of  YVintenon. 

In 
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In  the  ?,d  of  Henry  III.  1219,  Robert  cle  Henfled 
held  one  fee  in  Somertoh  of  Ralph  de  Gcrnon,  and 
Ralph  of  the  lord  of  Angre,  and  lie  of  the  earl  of 
Richmond. 

The  church  and  chancel  of  Weft  Somerton  is 
thatched,  and  has  a  round  tower,  the  upper  part  oc- 
tangular. It  (lands  on  high  ground,  above  the  road 
to  Martham,  and  was  appropriated  to  the  priory  of 
Butley  in  Suffolk  by  John,  biihop  of  Oxford,  before 
the  year  1200,  and  was  confirmed  to  them  by  Wil- 
liam de  Auberville,  who  married  Maud,  the  eldefl 
daughter  and  co-heir  of  Ralph  de  Glanvile,  the 
founder  of  that  priory,  who  gave  the  advowforr 
to  it. 

On  the  appropriation,  a  penfion  of  305.  per  ann. 
was  fettled  for  a  vicar ;  but  appears  to  have  been  al- 
ways ferved  by  a  flipendiary  curate :  the  reclory 
was  taxed  at  eighteen  marks,  and  paid  Peter-pence 


In  the  I4th  of  Edward  I.  1286,  Humphrey  da 
Beffingbourn  claimed  an  intereft  herein,  and,  after  a 
long  fuit,  fettled  the  advowfon  on  the  prior,  who 
paid  to  him  203.  This  Humphrey  was  loid  of 
Wicken  in  Cambridgeihire,  and  made  this  claim  in 
right  of  his  wife's  anceftors. 

tin  1512,  the  re£lory  was  leafed  by  the  prior  to 
William  Laycock,  canon  regular  of  Bromere  in  Wilt- 
fhire,  for  (even  years,  paying  81.  per  ann.  aqd  he 
was  to  bear  all  charges,  lynodals  and  procurations, 
See.  and  to  ferve  the  cure. 

There  are  in  ,the  Regifter  of  Butley  (in  porTeffion 
of  the  late  Petef  le  Neve,  efq.)    many  evidences  re- 
lating 
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lating  to  this  priory,  and  agreements  between  them 
and  the  re$ors  of  Winterton,  and  the  prior  of  IS'or- 
\vich,  about  tithes. 

At  the  dilToluiion  it  came  to  the  crown,  \vith  the 
manor,  and  v\  as  granted,  with  the  hofpital  manor, 
Sec.  by  Edward  VI.  in  his  6th  year,  1552,  to  Ed- 
ward lord  Clinton. 

Sir  Thomas  Woodhoufe  had  the  impropriate  rec- 
tory, and  fir  Henry  his  fon,  who  conveyed  it  to  fir 
Thomas  Rivet,  merchant  and  alderman  of  London, 
gave  it  wiih  Muriel  his  eldcft  daughter  in  marriage 
to  fir  Chriflopher  Hcydon,  of  Baconfthorpe  in  Nor- 
folk, who  fold  it  to  Henry  Hobart,  of  Blicklrng, 
efq.  afterwards  a  judge,  and  baronet,  who  was  lord 
in  the  i;th  of  James  I.  and  on  an  imjuifition  taken 
in  1634,  Giles  Killingworth,  efq.  was  found  to  die 
porTelied  of  it,  and  James  his  fon  and  heir  was  then 
aged  15. 

In  1747,  the  Rev.  Williams  Williams  was  pre- 
fented  to  this  curacy.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ivory  is  the 
prefent  curate :  Jingle  Knights,  efq.  patron. 

THIRNE,  or  THURNE,  wrote  m  Doomfday- 
book  Thuradim.  Roger  Bigot,  anceflor  to  the  earls 
of  Norfolk,  had  lands,  8cc.  valued  at  43.  which 
Stenart  held  under  Bigot. 

The  abbot  of  St.  Bennet  held  four  carucates  of 
land,  Sec.  valued  at  the  furvey  at  s6s.  8d.  It  was 
five  furlongs,  long  and  four  broad,  paid  gd.  gelt, 
and  fcveral  held  lands  here. 

The  town  takes  its  nan>-  from  the  river  Thirne, 
which  meanders,  through  the  maiih-grounds  clofe 

weft 
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weft  of  the  village,  and  near  which  the  river  is  join- 
fd  by  the  Eurc  and  Ant. 

Bigot's  lordfhip  went  always  along  with  that  of 
Oby,  held  by  Stanart.  and  was  held  of  the  honour 
of  £ orncet  in  Depwade  hundred. 

The  Abbot's  manor  was  aHo  joined  with  his  fee  in 
Cby,  and  pafTed  with  it,  being  granted  on  the  ex- 
change between  Henry  the  8th,  and  bifhop  Rugg, 
to  the  fee  of  Norwich,  and  fo  continues.  The  bi- 
fhop of  Norwich's  lordfhip  in  Afhby  extended  into 
this  village,  and  was  united  to  that  of  the  abbot's  on 
his  exclu  ng  •,  ^nd  is  held  by  kale  of  the  bifhop. 

The  church  is  a  reclory,  dedicated  to  St.  Edmund, 
valued  formerly  at  405.  Peter-pence  gd.  ob.  The 
prefent  value  is  5!.  and  was  consolidated  with  Afhby 
cum  Oby,  Nov.  28,  1694,  and  the  bifhop  of  Nor- 
wich is  patron. 

The  patronage  was  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Bennct  till 
the  diffoludon  of  religious  houfes  in  1537,  and  fir 
Thomas  Woodhoufe,  of  \-Vaxham,  prefented  to  this 
church  in  1559,  as  a  leffce  of  the  crown;  when 
on  the  exchange  between  Henry  Vlll.  and  bifhop 
Rugg,  the  patronage  came  to  the  fee  of  Norwich. 

The  rector  paid  to  the  penitentiary  of  St.  Bennet 
8s.  per  ann. 

This  townfhip  lies  at  the  weflern  extremity  of 
Flegg  hundreds,  commanding  an  extenfive  profpccl: 
to  the  louth  and  welt,  over  a  level  of  marfhes  which 
envelope  the  rivers  each  way.  The  remains  .of  the 
famous  ..boey  of  St.  Benedict  in  the  Holme  are  here 
ieen,  diilant  about  a  mile 

WINTERTON 
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WINTERTON.  wrote  Wintretuna  in  Doomfday- 
book.  William  Beaufoe,  bifhop  of  Thetford,  held 
here  as  a  lay-fee  two  foe-men,  Sec.  belonging  to  his 
capital  lordfhip  of  Hemefby,  and  was  valued  with 
Heraefby  and  Martham,  at  the  furvey,  at  29!.  and 
was,  with  Hemefby,  one  leuca  and  a  half  long,  and 
ten  furlongs  broad,  and  paid  3od.  gelt.  Algar,  earl 
of  Mercia,  had  been  deprived  of  it.  He  had 
aifo  lands,  £:c.  valued  at  the  furvey  at  45. 

There  were  other  lands,  &c.  valued  at  the  furvey 
at  24d.  poffcffed  by  bifhop  Beaufoe ;  and  alfo  in 
Eaft  Somerton,  valued  always,  wiih  a  church,  at 
45.  8d.  but  after  Tofli,  earl  of  Northumberland,  fled 
out  of  England  in  1051,  as  a  rebel,  Bernard  held 
it,  and  was  deprived. 

The  church  here  mentioned  was  that  of  Eaft  So- 
merton, and  at  that  time  was  a  diflinci  parifh,  and 
had  its  own  reclor. 

Bifhop  Beaufoe,  at  his  death,"  gave  all  thefe  fees 
above-mentioned  to  his  fucceffors  in  the  fee,  and 
Herbert,  bifhop  of  Norwich,  on  his  foundation  of 
the  priory  of  Norwich,  fettled  them  on  that  convent. 

The  ancient  family  of  de  Bafingham,  lords  of 
Baftngham,  held  it  of  the  priory. 

Sir  Piers  de  Bafingham  left  three  daughters  and 
co-heirs;  Chriftian,  the  eldeft,  married  fir  Walter 
de  Mauteby,  Margaret,  the  fccond,  married  fir  John 
de  Flegg,  and  Alice  was  the  wife  of  fir  Peter  de 
Bram.pt.onj  among  thefe  Bafingham's  lordihip  was 
divided. 

MAUTEBY'S 
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..  MAUTEBY'S  MANOR.  Sir  John  de  Maut'eby  was 
lord  in  1374.  John  Mauteby,  e(q.  the  lad  heir  male 
of  this  family,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and.  heir, 
Margaret,  brought  it  by  marriage  to  John  Pafton, 
efq.  of  Pafton,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  in  which 
family  it  continued  in  1740,  when  the  right  hon.  the 
earl  of  Yarmouth  was  lord. 

FLEGG-HALL.  Sir  John  de  Flegg  was  lord  in  right 
of  Margaret  his  wife.  The  Fleggs  had  an.  intcrell  in 
this  town  in  the  reign  of  Henry  11. 

In  the  reign  of  Richard  I.  Theobald  de  Valoines 
granted  to  Henry  de  Flegg,  all  the  fee  whicli  he 
held  of  him  in  Winterton  and  Somerton  for  35.  per 
ann.  for  which  he  formerly  paid  203.  Jans  date. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  fir  William  de  Flegg 
fold  it  to  the  de  Mautebys ;  and  it  was  brought  by 
marriage  to  the  Paftons. 

John  Pafton,  efq.  died  fetfed  of  Mauteby  and 
Flegg  manors,  in  the  6th  of  Edward  IV.  1466,  whicli 
extended  into  Eaft  arid  Weft  Somerton  ;  and  fir  Wil- 
liam Pallon  was  found  to  die  lord  of  Winterton 
Mauteby's  manor,  held  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Norwich  in  foccagc,  in  the  year  1611.  In  the  year 
1 740,  the  earl  of  Yarmouth  was  lord. 

BRAMPTON'S  MANOR.  Sir  Piers  de  Brampton, 
who  had  part  of  Bafingham's  manor  in  right  of  Alice 
his  wife,  left  it  to  his  fon  and  heir.  In  this  family 
it  remained  in  1500. 

In  1525,  William  Biampton,  gent,  fon  and  heir 
of  Robert  Brampton,  late  of  Attleboroudi,  gent,  en- 
ieoffed  all  the  manors,  late  his  father's,  in  Eaft  and 

Welt 
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Weft'FIegg  and  Happing  hundreds,   in  John  Drew, 
clerk,  with  Flegg  hali  in  WinLerton  and  Waxham. 

In  1346,  John  --Galle,  fen.  Sec.  relcafed  to  fir 
William  Pafton  all  their  right  in  Flegg-hall  manor, 
which  they  had  of  the  grant  of  William  Brampton 
in  1515,  and  fir  William  Paflon,  in  ion,  died  fei- 
fed  of  Winterton  Brampton's  manor,  the  marflies, 
called  Flood-gates,  8cc.  held  of  the  manor  of  Hemefby 
in  foccage. 

ST.  BENNETT'S  MANOR.  The  abbey  of  St.  Bennet 
at  Holme  had  a  confiderable  lordfbip  at  the  furvev, 
given  by  their  founder  king  Canute ;  and  the  abbot 
xvas  under  fuch  covenants  and  ties,  that  he  could 
neither  fell,  or  forfeit  it  from  the  abbey,  and  a 
church  with  fix  acres  of  meadow:  the  foe  belonged 
to  the  hundred,  8cc.  It  was  nine  furlongs  long  and 
eight  broad,  and  paid  god.  gelt. 

The  ancient  family  of  de  Begevile  held  this  lord- 
(Lip  under  the  abbey  of  St.  Bennet's,  and  are  men- 
tioned in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  Sir  Thomas  Be- 
gevile was  lord  in  1277. 

In  the  gth  of  Edward  II.  1316,  and  in  1331, 
Thomas  de  Begevile  was  lord,  and  had  wreck  at 
fea-  and  in  the  i6th  of  Edward  III.  1342,  the  ab- 
bot of  Holme,  as  lord  of  the  fee,  brought  an  a&icn 
again  ft  feveral  perfons  for  wreck,  and  taking  a  whale 
at  Winterton. 

In  1404,  Margaret,  daughter  of  John  Durham, 
of  the  county  01  Middlefex,  late  wife  of  Alan  Heyng- 

ham,  of in  Norfolk,  releafed  to   Ralph  So- 

merton,    and  his   heirs,    all   her  right  in   Begevile's 
manor,  and  in  a  maifh  called  Hood-gates,  8cc. 

Aftef 
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After  this  it  came  to  fir  John  Faftolf,  knt.  xvho 
died  lord  of  it  in  the  3Sth  of  Henry  VI.  1460,  and 
then  to  John  Pailon,  e{q.  of  Paflon. 

In  1611,  fir  William  Pafton  died  pollened  of  it, 
held  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Norwich  by  ]  sd. 
and  valued  at  15!.  per  ann.  In  1740,  the  earl  of 
Yarmouth  was  lord. 

The  Conqueror  had  in  Winterton,  at  the  furvey, 
lands,  8cc.  which  went  with  the  lordfhip  of  Ormefby, 
then  in  his  own  hands. 

William  II.  granted  this  to  William  dc  Albim, 
anceftor  of  the  earls  of  Arundel  and  Suffcx,  under 
whom  it  was  held  by  fevcral  perforis. 

In  the  i  oth  of  Richard  I.  1 1 99,  a  fine  was  levied 
of  lands  between  Wido  de  Winterton,  petent,  and 
William  de  Reedham,  tenent,  in  Winterton  and  So- 
merton. 

In  the  54th  of  Henry  III.  1250,  Ifabcl  de  Creffy 
had  <^o  acies  of  land  in  W'inteiton  and  Somerfet, 
Sec.  conveyed  to  her  from  Alice  de  Lyons  ;  and  in 
the  14th  of  Edward  II,  1321,  Nicholas  de  Sallows, 
of  Clippefby,  conveyed  lands  here  to  Roger  de 
Ormefby ;  but  the  principal  of  this  fee  feems  to  have 
been  in  the  Somertons,  lords  alfo  of  Eaft  Somerton, 
in  whom  was  the  patronage  of  Winterton,  wkh  the 
chapel  of  Eaft  Somerton. 

Sir  Bartholomew  Somerton  was  lord  and  patron 
in  1310,  from  whofe  heirs  it  came  to  the  Cieres. — 
Sir  Edward  Clerc  fold  it  to  iir  Thomas  Wood- 
houfe,  and  his  fon  Henry  was  lord,  and  ptefented  in 
1577;  and  by  his  feoffees  in  1601. 

Jrom 


36  HUNDRED    OF 

From  the  Woodhoufes  it  came  to  the  le  Gros,  fir 
Thomas  le  Gros  was  lord  and  patron  in  1628,  and 
as  chief  lord  claimed  groundageof  fhips,  fee.  at  is. 
in  the  pound,  and  the  fpreading  of  fifhing  nets  be- 
tween Winterton  and  Waxham,  Winterton  and 
Hemcfby,  &c.  all  waifs  and  flrays,  and  had  die  leet, 
paying  2os.  per  ann.  to  the  crown,  being  held  of 
the  heirs  of  the  Tatefhales,  who  were  heirs  to  the 
Albinis.  On  the  death  of  fir  Thomas  Woodhoufe, 
it  was  held  of  his  manor  of  Waxham  in  foccage :  it 
feems  that  of  thofe  lordfhips  his  fon  Henry  knew 
not  the  tenure,  as  he  got  returned  as  held  of  fome 
of  his  own  manors. 

Roger  Bigot,  anceftor  to  the  earl  of  Norfolk,  had 
land  here,  valued  in  Felbrigg,  and  held  by  Aiiward 
de  Felbrigg  of  Roger.  Allo  in,  Somerton,  land  va- 
lued at  the  furvey  at  sod. 

William  de  Scohies  had  land  valued  in  his  lord- 
fhip  of  Stokefby,  which  went  with  it. 

Mr.  Parkin  fays,  "  The  town  is  compounded  of 
Win,  which  is  a  Britifh  word,  the  name  of  a  river, 
and  fignifying  water,  Tre  or  Rey,  flowing  or  run- 
ning, and  the  Saxon  Ton,  or  Town." 

The  church  of  Winterton  is  a  rectory,  dedicated 
to  All  Saints  ;  the  ancient  value,  with  the  chapel  of 
Eaft  Somerton,  was  46  marks  55.  4d.  Peter- pence 
2s.  6d.  and  the  prefent  value  is  20!.  135.  4d.  and 
pays  tenths  and  firfl-fruits. 

In  1720,  Mr.  Edward  Knights  prefented,  and  in 
1742,  Mr.  le  Gros  was  patron. 

In 


W  E  S  T    F  L  E  G  G.  $? 

In  the  chancel,  <Sw^  Ace  marmore  conduntur  cinctes 
rev.  viri  Ed.  Miller,  A.  M.  hujus  ecclcf.au  rdioru,  uir 
Juit  e\imia  charitatis  praditus,  vere  probus  et  nuili  je- 
cundus,  3  die  Maij  obt.  <xtat.  72.  A.  D.  1720. 

A  marble  gravc-flone,  Tho.  Hemenhak,  rcttor,  cc- 
clej.  de  Winter  ton,  ob.  1393. 

Orate  p.  aia  Joa.  Barley,  decret.  Dr.  qui  obt.  16 
Apr.  1497.  In  Te  Doming  Jpcravi,  ne.  conjundar  in 
aternum. 

In  the  church,  on  a  brafs  plate,  In  memory  of  Tho- 
mas Hujband,  Gent,  who  died  Sept.  1 6,  1676,  aged 
£6,  and  of  Ann,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Wm.  Reymes,  of 
Overjt rand-hall,  EJq.  who  died  April  2  7,  1665,  aged 
68.-— John  Hvjband,  Gent,  died  Dec.  26,  1681. 

Edward  Knights,  Gent,  died  in  April  1734,  aged  49, 
and  his  wife  dementia,  May  11,  1729,  aged  41. 

One,  In  memory  of  Edward  Knights,  of  Winterlon, 
Gent,  who  died  12  Sept.  1713,  aged  66,  and  of  Alice 
his  wife,  who  died  in  1727,  aged  82.  Alfo  for  their 
fon  William,  who  died  Aug.  18,  1740.  aged  47. 

A  flat  flone  for,  Benjamin  Knights,  Efq.  of  Eafl  So- 
merton,  who  died  June  16,  1762,  aged  54.,  and  Rachael 
his  wife,  obt.  24,  1772,  at.  72.  Alfo  his  fifter  Eliia- 
Icth,  Oft.  14,  1728,  aged  16. 

In  the  church  were  the  arms  of  biftiop  Bateman. 
—Clare  impaling  Uvedale.  Faftolf,  Begevile. 

Catherine,  late  wife  of  Richer  Stotevile,  buried  1451.' 
E  The 
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The  temporalities  of  Broomholm  priory  in  Win- 
tcrton  were  us.  gd.  of  St.  Faith's  125.  of  Norwich, 
in  Winterton  and  Hemefby,  inland,  mill,  8cc.  41!. 
us.  2d.  ob.  of  Weybridgc  355.  i  id.  ob,  of  St.  Ben- 
net's  265. 

In  1 769,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Gibfon  was  prefented  to 
the  reclory  of  Winterton,  with  tin.  chapel  of  Eaft 
Somerton,  by  Engle  Knights,  efq. 

The  lands  here  at  Winterton  are  faid  to  be  very 
rich  and  fruitful,  and  require  not  much  labour  and 
flrength  in  the  plowing.  They  run  out  in 
a  point  to  the  eaft,  called  Winterton  Nefs,  a  place 
\vell  known  to  the  mariners,  and  a  fea  maik,  and 
was  formerly  a  townfhip. 

NESS,  is  a  common  and  general  name  for  lands 
that  project  towards  the  fea,  or  any  great  water,  and 
make  a  promontory,  from  the  Saxon  word  Na'fs  or 
Nefs ;  thus  we  find  the  ifland  of  Foulnefs  in  Eflex, 
Sheernefs  in  Kent,  and  Euftdn-Nefs,  by  So'uthwold 
in  Suffolk. 

At  the  furvey  Roger  Bigot,  anceftor  to  the  carls 
of  Arundel  and  S'uffex,  was  lord  of  it  by  grant  of 
the  Confeffor,  valued  at  i6d.  Ailwin  in  tiie  time 
of  the  Conqueror  had  feized  on  it,  but  Roger  Bigot 
recovered  it  to  his  fee.  This  afterwards  was  part  of 
Winterton,  and  fo  remains. 

The  earl  of  Winterton,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, has  a  confiderable  property  here,  chiefly  warren. 

At  this  Nefs  a  light-houfe  was  creeled,  as  'tis  faid, 
by  fir  William  Erfkine,  knt.  and  Jolin  Meldrum,  efq. 
and  a  difference  anting  between  them  and  the  coaft- 

menr 
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men,  concerning  payment  For  the  maintenance  of  it, 
it  was  laid  before  the  council  in  June  1528. 

Sir  Edward  Turnout,  of  Parndon  Magna  in  Effex, 
had  a  grant  of  this  light-houfe,  and  that  of  Orford- 
Nefs  in  Suffolk,  with  divers  privileges,  and  one  penny 
per  ton  for  every  veflel  failing  by,  at  20!.  per  ann. 
commencing  at  Lady-day  1687.  Alderman  Gore  of 
London  aifo  had  it  before. 

About  Jan.  15,  1665,  the  high  tides  wafhing  down 
the  cliffs  here,  there  were  found  feveral  vaft  bones, 
of  which  a  leg-bone  was  brought  to  Yarmouth,  weigh- 
ing 57  Ib.  three  quarters,  the  length  three  feet  two 
inches,  which  the  physicians  aud  furgeons  there  af- 
firmed to  be  the  leg-bone  of  a  man.  See  the  London 
Gazellf,  Nov.  20,  1665. 

Wintertcn  had  formerly  a  market  and  fair,  now 
difulcd.  Indeed,  it  is  probable  that  this  town  has 
been  a  place  of  more  confequence  than  it  feems  to 
be  at  prefent ;  owing  to  the  breaches  made  by  the  fea* 
and  a  removal  of  its  trade  to  Yarmouth,  from  whence 
it  is  dillant  only  eight  miles. 

Clofe  eaft  of  the  village  are  two  light-houfes ;  one, 
a  tower  light,  is  burnt  with  coals,  the  other  with  oil. 
The  two  light-houles  at  the  Ntfs  are  about  one  mile 
arid  three  quarters  diftant  from  thefe,  and  are  known 
to  navigators  by  various  names. 

The  town  is , principally  inhabited  by  rude  boors, 
who  live  in  fandy  cottages,  on  the  produce  of  their 
labours  at  tea,  and  on  the  coafL  The  church  is  a 
large  and  handfome  pile,  whofe  lofty  lower  is  an. 
eminent  mark  at  fea. 


^     * 
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Hundred  of  F  O  R  E  H  O  E, 

ORFEORHOU,  takes  its  name  from  the  four  hills, 
where  the  hundred  court  ufed  to  be  kept;  they 
lie  between  Barford  and  Kimberley,  in  the  field  be- 
longing to  the  parifh  of  Carleton,  from  them  called 
Carleton  Forehoe,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  great  road 
leading  from  Norwich  to  Hingham  ;  upon  what  ac- 
count thefe  hills  were  firfl  made,  whether  on  fome 
engagement  between  the  Saxons  and  Danes,  we  can- 
not prefu  me  to  determine,  but  are  apt  to  imagine 
them  to  have  been  raifed  upon  fome  fuch  account. 

A  The 
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The  hundred  is  bounded  on  the  weft  by  Wayland 
and  Mitford,  on  the  fouth.  by  Shropham  and  Dep- 
wade,  on  the  north  by  Eynsford  and  Taverham,  and 
on  the  eafl  by  Humbleyard,  and  the  county  of  the 
city  of  Norwich. 

It  belonged  to  the  crown,  and  was  called  "  The 
hundred  and  half  of  Forehoe,"  and  was  given  by 
king  Stephen  co  William  de  Chcyney,  in  exchange ; 
but  that  being  revoked,  it  came  to  the  king  again, 
and  the  half  hundred,  which  contained  only  Wy- 
mondham,  and  the  lands  of  the  fee  of  the  earl  of 
Arundel.  was  given  to  that  earl,  and  attended  the 
cattle  of  Buckenham,  and  went  with  the  manor  of 
Wymondham,  in  which  it  now  refts,  that  town  not 
being  under  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  whole  hundred, 
which  king  John  in  the  year  1215  gave  to  John  le 
Marefchal,  lord  of  Hingham,  and  his  heirs,  with 
which  manor  it  hath  pafled  ever  fince,  and  {till  re- 
mains, fir  John  Woodhoufe,  of  Kiraberley,  bart. 
being  lord  thereof. 

When  the  grant  paffed  it  was  valued  at  81.  per 
ann.  and  in  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth  it  raifed 
67!.  1 8s.  to  every  tenth  granted  to  the  crown. 

It  appears  by  a  record  made  foon  after  1242,  when 
Ifabel  countefs  of  Arundel  held  Wymondham  in 
dower,  that  fhe  was  exempt  from  the  hundred,  and 
had  a  leet,  gallows,  pillory,  ducking-ftool,  and  af- 
fize  of  bread  and  ale,  in  her  manor  and  lands,  as  the 
half  hundred,  by  grant  of  Henry  II.  The  manor  of 
Cofteffey,  then  in  queen  Eleanor,  mother  to  the  king, 
had  the  fame  liberties  and  exemption  as  Wymond- 
ham; and  Walter  Geneys,  Robert  de  Mortimer,  for 
Barnham,  Richard  Gcley,  for  Wicklewood,  and  fe- 
vcral  other  lords,  did  their  fuit  to  Coftefley,  and  not 

to 
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to  the  hundred.  The  heirs  of  Giles  de  Wachefham 
had  all  the  liberties  as  Wymondham,  except  the  leet. 
The  prior  of  Canterbury  had  his  Jeet  and  privileges 
as  in  Wymondham,  to  his  manor  of  Deepham,  and 
John  de  Stutevile  had  the  leet  to  his  manor  of  Kira- 
berley.  William  de  Carleton  had  the  leet  of  Carle- 
ton  Forehoe  to  his  manor  there,  and  the  prior  of  Wy- 
mondham had  the  view  of  frank-pledge,  and  fole  ju- 
rifdiclion  over  his  men  and  lands,  not  only  in  Wy- 
mondham, but  in  Wicklewood,  Moriey,  and  Caile- 
ton-Rode. 

Thomas  de  Helwetune  had  the  leet  of  Wrampling- 
ham  fo  far  independent  of  the  hundred,  that  the 
bailiff  thereof  was  not  permitted  to  attend  at  it,  as  he 
generally  did  at  others.  William  Gofllain,  of  Kim- 
berley,  and  Thomas  Gofllain,  hap!  a  leet  to  their  ma-1 
nor  at  Kimberley.  Jeffrey  Fitz- Walter,  of  Hingham, 
Alan  and  Thomas  de  Kimberley,  and  Richard  Mu* 
riel,  had  the  view  of  frank-pledge  of  their  men,  and 
all  thefe  were  exempt  from  the  hundred's  jurif- 
didion. 

In  1413  Thomas  lord  Moriey,  lord  marfhal  of 
Ireland,  as  lord  of  the  hundred,  profecuted  Thomas 
and  John  Fouldon,  for  incloling,  without  his  leave,  a 
a  final!  parcel  of  wafle  in  Welborne,  and  it  appeared, 
that  he  was  lord  paramount  of  all  the  hundred,  ex- 
cept thofe  towns,  which  were  exempt,  and  held  a  leet 
of  their  own. 

In  1476  the  fifhery,  called  Semerc,  or  South-mere, 
in  Hingham,  belonged  to  the  hundred,  as  it  now 
does. 

This  whole  hujodr.ed  contains   24  towns,   all  of 

which  are  in  the  deanry  of  Hingham,  and  archdea- 

A  ?  conry 
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conry  of  Norfolk,   the  whole  deanry  being  made  up 
of  this  and  Miiford  hundred. 

This  hundred  contains  the  following  towns,  to 
which  is  added  the  number  of  votes  polled  by  free- 
holders refident  in  each,  at  the  general  election  in 
1768. 


W. 

de 

G.    A. 

C. 

Barford 

5 

3 

i 

2 

Barnham-Broom   7 
with  Bickerfton  ^ 

8 

7 

0 

1 

Rawburgh 

2 

i 

0 

1 

Bowthorpe 

O 

o 

0 

O 

Brandon,  Little 

2 

2 

3 

3 

Carleton  Forehoe 

2 

2 

i 

Colton 

I 

2 

0 

i 

Cofteffey 

3 

3 

o 

0 

Coflon 

i 

1 

0 

0 

Crownthorpe      - 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Deepham 

12 

10 

1 

o 

Eafton 

6 

6 

o 

o 

Hackford 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Hingham 

36 

31 

5 

2 

Honingham 

i 

6 

0 

5 

Kimberley 

5 

5 

o 

o 

Marlingford 

i 

i 

1 

i 

Morley  St.  Peter     ) 

MorleySt.Botolph  j 

1  O 

5 

3 

Runhall 

2 

2 

o 

0 

Wei  borne 

0 

0 

1 

i 

Wicklewood 

4 

3 

3 

2 

Wramplingharn 

3 

3 

o 

0 

Wymondham 

74 

59 

16 

8 

Total     183     160       37       31 

The 
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The  Seals  and  principal  Houfa  in  this  Hundred  are: 

Cqfleflcy,  Sir  VVm.  Jerningham,    bart. 

Eajlon  Lodge,  Leonard  Buxton,  efq. 

Hingham,  Thomas  Bullock,  e(q. 

Ditto,  Rev.  Philip  Wodehoufe,  A.  3Vf. 

Huningham,  Rt.  Hon.  C   Tovvnfhend,  M.P. 

Kimberky,  Sir  John  Wodehoufe,  bart. 

Wyiriondham,  Rev.  Richard  Drake. 

The  extreme  length  of  this  hundred  is  about  ele- 
ven miles  from  Cofleffey  to  Morley  St.  Peter,  and 
mav  be  about  feven  miles  in  breadth,  from  eaft  to 
weft.  It  pays  24!.  i8s.  3d.  to  a  fix  hundred  pounds 
levy  of  the  general  county  rate,  and  comprehends  an 
extenfive  tracl  of  rich  and  well-improved  country, 
abounding  with  the  ujeful  and  ornamental. 

Three  turnpike  roads  lead  through  this  hundred, 
and  the  river  YARE  has  its  rife  and  courfe  from  about 
Hingham,  where  the  river  which  runs  weftward  into 
the  OUSE,  below  Oxburgh  and  Stoke,  alfo  hath  its 
fource :  This  it  is  that  has  always  fuggefted  an  idea 
of  the  practicability  of  opening  a  navigable  communi- 
cation between  Yarmouth  and  Lynn,  by  means  of  a 
cut  from  Norwich  to  Oxburgh.  How  far  the  ad- 
vantages to  the  country  would  go,  can  be  only 
judged  of  by  the  difficulty  and  expence  attending 
the  work.  Certain  it  is,  that  canals  are  extremely 
beneficial  to  a  corn,  or  coal  country,  and  that  the 
money  expended  is  circulated  amongfl  the  laboring 
people  on  thcjpot\  but  then  good  roads  would  greatly 
facilitate  conveyance,  and  the  carriages,  horfes,  and 
fervants  of  the  farmers,  muji  be  employed. 


The 
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The  following  fcheme  is  the  only  one  we  have 
met  with  on  the  fubjed,  which  we  here  add,  without 
entering  further  into  its  merits  : 

Propojahfor  an  intended  Canal. 

•'  Whereas  a  navigable  canal  to  be  cut  from  the 
city  of  Norwich  to  the  river  Ouze,  by  Wymondham, 
Hingham,  and  Watton,  leaving  Attleborough  four 
miles  to  the  left,  and  Shipdhara  three  or  four  to  the 
right,  would  be  of  fignal  fervice  to  the  market  towns 
by  which  it  would  pafs,  and  to  the  villages  on  both 
fides  of  it,  within  the  diftance  of  feven  or  eight 
miles;  opening  to  tliem  a  market  for  their  corn 
through  the  river  Ouze  into  Cambridgeihire,  Hun- 
tingdonfhire,  Bedfordfhire,  Northamptonfhire,  and 
Buckinghamfhire,  as  well  as  to  Norwich,  Yarmouth, 
and  Lynn,  and  enabling  them  to  bring  home  their 
coals,  and  other  merchandize,  at  an  eafy  expence : 
It  is  propofed  to  thofe  it  moft  nearly  concerns,  to 
/end  in  an  eftimate  of  the  coals,  corn,  Sec.  whicTi  will 
be  conveyed  on  this  canal,  to  Mr.  Tawell,  of  \Vy- 
mondham,  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Attleborough,  Mr. 
Cockram,  of  Hingham,  Mr.  Hicks,  of  Watton, 
and  Mr.  Long,  of  Shipdham,  that  from  thence  it 
may  be  judged  whether  the  tonnage  will  defray  the 
expence  of  cutting  fuch  canal. 

The  queries  propofed  to  the  market  towns  are, 

How  many  Chaldrons  of  coals  are  yearly  cou fumed 

in  each? 

How  many  tons  of  iron  and  lead? 
How  many  tons  of  grocery  and  fiaop  goods  ? 
How  many  loads  of  timber,  raff,  and  deal  balks  ? 
How  many  chaldrons  of  lime? 
How  many  loads  of  bricks  and  tiles? 

How 
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How  many  loads  of   corn   to  Norwich  or  other 

markets  ? 
How  many  tons  of  butter  fent  to  Cambridge  for 

the  London  markets  ? 

The  queries  to  the  villages  on  both  fides  of  the  canal, 
within  feven  or  eight  miles  diftance  of  it,  are, 

How  many  loads  of  corn   are  fent  yearly  to  Nor- 
wich or  other  markets? 
How  many  chaldrons  of  coals  are  burnt? 

When  thefe  queries  are  anfwered,  and  it  appears 
that  the  tonnage  will  pay  a  large  intereft  for  the  money 
neceflary  to  be  fubfcribed,  a  day  may  be  appointed 
for  a  meeting,  to  know  who  are  willing  to  fubfcribe 
towards  carrying  the  delign  into  execution. 

The  late  able  engineer,  Mr.  Brindley,  declared, 
that  a  canal  might  be  cut  through  Norfolk,  which 
is  a  level  country,  at  loool.  a  mile,  and  this  canal 
may  be  fifty  miles  in  length ;  the  funi*  then  required 
to  cut  the  canal,  pay  the  intereft  for  the  money  fub- 
fcribed till  it  be  fmifhed,  8cc.  Sec.  may  be  6o,oool, 

The  money  fubfcribed  will  be  divided  into  (hares 
of  lool.  each,  and  any  one  may  fubfcribe  for  as 
many  (hares  as  he  pleafes ;  five  per  cent,  will  be  paid 
for  the  money  fubfcribed,  as  it  is  advanced,  till  the 
canal  be  compleated ;  and  then  an  equable  dividend 
of  the  tonnage  will  pay  the  intereft  for  ever,  which 
may  be  ten  per  cent. 

When  the  fum  required  is  fubfcribed,  an  able  en- 
gineer from  the  north  may  be  employed  to  mark  out 
the  ground  and  take  the  level;  and  then  a  perfon  of 
confequence  in  the  neighbourhood  may  take  the  lead, 
and  application  be  madeto  parliament  to  cut  the  canal. 

The 
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The  ufual  rate  of  tonnage  is  three  halfpence  a  ton 
per  mile;  and  a  fmgle  boat  of  thirty  tons  burthen, 
navigating  the  canal  only  twenty  miles  a  day,  for 
two  hundred  days  in  the  year,  at  three  halfpence  a 
mile,  will  raife  annually  750!.  and  ten  boats  fo  em- 
ployed 7500!. 

This  canal  would  be  particularly  ferviceable  to 
Norwich,  as  a  boat  might  fet  out  from  Watton  every 
Saturday  morning  by  four  o'clock,  taking  in  paflen- 
gers  as  it  went  along,  to  fupply  that  market  with 
butcher's  meat,  fowls,  turkies,  geefe,  rabbits,  butter, 
eggs,  and  all  kinds  of  garden  fluff,  at  the  moft  rea- 
ibnable  rates. 

•    Thefe   propofals  are  offered   to  the  public  by  one 
rvho  is  a  friend   to   every  noble  undertaking,   and  to 
none    more    fo  than  canals,  becaufe    he  knows  the 
extenfive  ufefulnefs  of  them. 
September,  1777. 

BARFORD,  HEREFORD,  or,  according  to  Doomf- 
day-book,  Bereforda,  from  here,  or  bar,  bread  corn, 
and  ford,  a  paffage  over  the  river,  fo  that  it  is  the  vil- 
lage by  the  ford,  famous  for  wheat,  or  bread  corn  :  in 
the  ConfefTor's  days  it  was  in  two  parts  ;  the  firft  be- 
longed to  Guert,  as  an  appendant  to  his  manor  of  Cof- 
teffey,  which  at  the  Conqueror's  furvey  belonged  to 
Alan  earl  of  Richmond  ;  it  was  feven  furlongs  long, 
and  fix  broad,  and  paid  13d.  ob.  gelt.  To  this  par 
belonged  a  mediety  of  the  advovvfon,  which  was  ii 
the  gift  of  the  lord  of  Cofteffey,  till  Alan  de  Rohan, 
lord  there,  gave  it  to  Bon-Repos  abbey,  in  Nor- 
mandy, and  it  was  confirmed  by  Henry  III.  in  1226. 
In  1234.  the  abbot  conveyed  it  to  the  prior  of  the 
cathedral  church  at  Norwich  ;  and  in  1250  the  bi- 
fhop  of  Norwich  appropriated  it  to  the  monks,  who 

were 
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ivere  to  ferve  it  by  a  ftipendiary  pried,  (there  being 
no  vicarage  endowed)  and  to  have  the  houfe  and 
twelve  acres  of  land,  and  all  the  profits,  which  were 
afterwards  divided  among  them,  part  being  fettled  on 
the  prior,  part  on  the  almoner,  and  part  on  other  of- 
ficers in  the  convent,  the  whole  of  their  fpirimals 
being  taxed  at  fix  marks,  and  their  temporals  at  6s. 
and  ever  fince  this  mediety  hath  continued  in  the 
church  of  Norwich,  and  this  part  of  the  town,  with 
the  manor  of  Cofteffey,  to  which  it  now  belongs, 
the  lord  of  CoflefTey  being  now  lord  paramount  of 


The  other  part  was  held  by  Stigand  at  the  Con- 
feflbr's  furvey,  and  by  Ralph  de  Beaufoe  at  the  Con- 
queror's, of  whom  Richard  then  held  it;  the  foe, 
or  paramountfhip,  of  this  part  belonged  then  to  H  ing- 
ham,  as  it  now  doth,  fir  John  Wodehoufe,  bart. 
being  lord  of  its  leet  in  right  of  his  hundred,  which 
is  appendant  to  that  manor.  . 

This  afterwards  became  three  manors,  called  Bar- 
ford-hall,  (to  which  the  mediety  of  the  reclory  be- 
longed) Flint-hall,  and  Sahara's,  or  Soham-hall. 

BARFORD-HALL  MANOR  was  held  by  Ribald  de 
Midleham,  a  younger  brother  to  Alan,  firnamed  The, 
Black,  the  fecond  earl  of  Richmond,  who  had  the 
lordihip  of  Midleham,  in  Yorkfliire,  given  him  by. 
his  brother,  Alan,  from  which  he  took  his  name. 
Ralph  de  Midicham  aflumed  the  name  of  Fitz- 
Ralph,  and  died  in  1269,  leaving  his  two  daughters 
his  heirefles ;  Joan,  the  fecond  daughter,  married 
Robert  de  Tatefhall ;  and  Mary,  Robert  de  Nevile, 
who  had  the  manor  of  Midleham,  8cc.  wiih  this  ma- 
wor  and  advowfon ;  fhe  Survived,  and  held  k  in 
1284,  ia  which  year  fhe  died,  lea-ving  it  w>  Ralph 
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Ncvile,  her  Ton  and  heir,  who  died  in  1330,  leaving 
Ralph  lord  Nevile  and  Raby  her  fon  and  heir,  who 
prefented  here  in  1355.  and  died  in  1366  ;  he  fold  it 
to  fir  Robert  Knowles,  knt,  for  life,  who  prefented  in 
1406,  at  whofe  death  it  went  to  Ralph  Nevile,  earl 
of  \Veftmoreland,  grandfon  of  the  laft  Ralph,  his 
father,  John,  dying  in  1388,  in  the  life-time  of  fir 
Robert  Knowles :  this  earl  died  in  1425;  but  before 
his  death  conveyed  the  lordfhip  of  Barford,  and  the 
medietr,  to  George  de  Nevile,  lord  Larimer,  his  fon 
by  his  fecond  wife,  and  he  prefented  in  right  of  the 
manor  in  1435,  and  was  lord  at  his  death  in  146$; 
fir  Henry  Nevile,  knt.  his  eldeft  fon,  being  (lain  the 
fame  year  in  the  battle  of  Edgecotefield,  Richard 
Nevile,  lord  Larimer,  his  grandfon,  fon  of  the  faid 
Henry,  fucceeded  him,  and  died  in  1 530,  leaving 
John  Nevile,  lord  Latimer,  his  fon  and  heir;  from 
which  time  the  mediety  of  the  advowfon  hath  pafled 
with  the  advowfon  of  Fersfield ;  but  the  manor  was 
fold  from  it,  and  afterwards  was  held  by  the  Sedleys, 
along  with  Morlcy-hall,  in  Morley,  till  John  Sedley, 
efq.  gave  it  to  Martin  Sedley,  of  Barford,  his  fecond 
fon,  who  fold  it  to  John  Goofc,  with  the  united  ma- 
nors of  Flint-hall,  and  Soham-hall ;  and  fo  it  paffed 
to  \Villiam  Brooks,  efq.  fleward  of  Norwich,  in 
righi  of  his  wife,  and  to  his  heirs. 

:  MJKELKER,  or  FLINT-HALL  MANOR,  was  fold  in 
1280  by  Robert,  fon  of  John  de  Mickleker,  for  of 
the  Great  Carr)  in  Barford,  to  John  Flint,  of  Nor- 
wich, fer.ior,  at  whofe  death  John,  his  fon  and  heir, 
held  it  of  the  manor  of  Hetherfec  by  the  eighth  part 
of  a  fee,  and  the  rent  of  6s.  per  ann.  In  1501 
Thomas  Batchcroh,  of  Little  Melton,  gave  his  part 
of  Flint's  mar.or  to  Chriftian,  his  wife.  In  1521 
Edward  Tillis  gave  bis  moiety  of  it  to  Avice,  his 
•wife,  for  life;  it  was  afterwards  purchafed  and  joined 

again 
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again  by  Henry  Riches,  efq.  who  about  1^73  fold  it 
to  Martin  Sedley,  efq.  who  united  it  to  his  manor  of 
Barford-hall. 

EASTHALL,  SAHAM,  or  SOHAM-HALL  MANOR,  was 
held  of  the  barony  of  Rhye,  as  of  the  manor  of 
Hockering,  at  half  a  fee,  and  belonged  to  John  le 
Bonier  in  the  beginning  of  the  time  of  Henry  III. 
and  after  that  to  William  Barford.  In  the  year  i  256 
Brian  de  Barford,  and  Julian,  his  wife,  had  it;  at  his 
death  fhe  married  John  de  Eaflhal I,  (by  whole  name 
the  manor  was  fometimes  called).  In  1271  Hugh 
le  Parker,  in  right  of  his  wife,  fold  it  to  William  de 
Saham,  from  whom  it  affumed  its  prefent  name. 
The  family  of  Barford  continued  here  many  years, 
the  descendants  from  the  younger  children  being  nu- 
merous, and  we  meet  with  feveral  knights  of  this 
name  in  the  county.  After  paffing  through  many 
hands,  in  1545  fir  Chriftopher  Heydon,  knt.  fold  it 
to  John  Legat,  and  Thomas  Smith;  and  in  1564 
William  Legat,  gent,  fold  his  half  to  Robert  Wyn- 
cope,  who  joined  with  Smith,  and  fold  the  whole  to 
Martin  Sedley,  efq.  who  joined  it  to  Barford-hall, 
with  which  it  now  remains. 

In  ihe  Conqueror's  furvey  it  is  faid  the  abbot  of 
St.  Bennet  in  the  Holme  had  thirty  acres  of  land 
here,  of  which  there  is  no  mention  afterwards. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Botolph  ;  Norwich 
Doomfday-book  tells  us  that  the  re&or  of  the  mediety 
had  a  houfe  and  twelve  acres  of  glebe,  and  that  each 
mediety  was  valued  at  fix  marks  ;  the  mediety  (lands 
thus  in  the  king's  books :  "  Barford  uri  med?  R.  4!. 
8s.  4d."  value ;  but  being  fworn  of  the  clear  yearly 
value  of  22!.  igs.  8d.  it  is  difcharged  of  full-fruits 
B  2  and 
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and  tenths,  and  is  capable  of  augmentation.     This 
town  paid  445.  to  every  tenth. 

The  church  confifis  of  a  nave  and  chancel,  both 
which  are  leaded,  the  fouth  porch  is  tiled,  the  tower 
is  fquare,  and  hath  three  bells,  the  nave  is  thirty-two 
feet  long,  and  twenty-feven  broad,  the  chancel  is 
twenty-fix  feet  long,  and  eighteen  broad,  and  the 
tcwer  is  about  fifty  feet  high. 

In  the  chance!,  on  a  brafs  plate,  are  Sedley's  arms 
and  creft  ; — Robert,  id  Jon  of  Martin  Sedley,  of  Morley, 
efq.  by  his  Jeccnd  wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Knyvett,  of 
AJhweUhorpe,  efq.  died  June  30,  1613. 

Bridget,  wife  of  Martin  Sedley,  of  Barford,  efq. 
daughter  of  fir  John  Pettus,  of  Norwich,  died  Ocl.  28, 
1652. — The  arms  of  Pettus. 

Martin  Sedlty,  of  Barford,  tjq.  defcended  from  the 
Sedleys,  of  South  fleet,  in  Kent,  died  January  23,  anno 
Domini  1652. 

Clement  Park,  of  Barford,  fon  of  Clement  Park,  of 
Ifingham,  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Parks,  of  Barford, 
died  April  27,  A.  D.  1687,  at.  52. 

In  1481  fir  Robert  Clerk  was  prefented  to  the  rec- 
tory by  the  right  Rev.  father  in  God,  Thomas  cardi- 
nal of  St.  Ciriac,  in  Thermis,  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, and  the  pope's  legate,  for  this  turn  only. 

In  1603  the  returned  anfwer  that  he  had  82  com- 
municants, and  that  he  ferved  one  mediety  as  curate 
to  the  church  of  Norwich,  to  which  it  was  appro- 
priated. 

The 
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The  patronage  en  me  from  the  Percys,  lord  Lati- 
mer,  to  the  Wingfields  by  marriage,  and  fo  to  the 
earls  of  Rochford;  William  Henry  Naflau  de  Zule- 
flein,  earl  of  Rochford,  being  the  prefent  patron. 

In  1730  the  Rev.  Samuel  Carter  was  prcfented  to 
the  reclory,  and  one  mediety  of  Barford,  by  the  late 
earl  of  Rochford. 

BARN  HAM,  or  BERNHAM-BROOM.  Its  two 
churches,  or  medieties,  were  confolidated  April  13, 
1347  ;  and  the  church  of  Bickerfton,  which  was" 
confolidated  to  them,  Sept.  17,  1730. 

The  church  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul  belonged  to 
William  de  Mortimer ,  the  reclor  had  a  houfe  and 
thirty  acres  of  land ;  both  the  churches  together  were 
taxed  at  twenty  marks. 

The  church  of  St.  Michael  flood  in  the  fame  yard, 
its  foundation  may  be  feen  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
prefent  church ;  at  the  making  of  Doomfday-book 
it  was  in  William  de  Mortimer's  patronage;  the  rec- 
tor had  a  houfe  and  thirty  acres  of  ground,  paid  35. 
procurations,  ss.  fynodals,  and  carvage,  with  Barn- 
ham  St.  Peter,  as  above,  fo  that  we  are  apt  to  think 
that  this  was  Ryfk's  parochial  chapel,  and  being  in 
one  patron  was  now  confolidated,  and  became  a 
chapel  only  to  Sr..  Peter. 

This  re&ory  (lands  thus  in  the  king's  books  :  i  2!. 
8s.  id.  ob.  Barnham-Broom  reclory,  cum  2!.  6s.  8d. 
Bixton  R. 

The  temporals  of  the  prior  of  Wymondharn  were 
taxed  at  33.  and  thofe  of  the  prior  of  St.  Faith's  at 
iad.  and  it  paid  al.  to  the  tenths. 

B  In 
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In  1467  Edmund  Brlghtyeve,  (or  BritifF)  of  Barn- 
ham-Broom,  was  buried  in  St.  Peter's  there,  in  the 
chancel,  as  was  alfo  foroe  others  of  this  family. 

In  1503  John  Durrant,  of  Barnham-Broom,  gent. 
was  buried  in  the  church.  Elyn  Durrant,  his  wi- 
dow, was  buried  by  her  hufband  in  1,514,  and  fet- 
tled all  her  lands  and  tenements  in  Barnham -Broom, 
and  Bickerfton,  on  the  guilds  of  our  Lady,  and  Sc. 
Peter,  in  Bamham-Broom,  on  condition  the  brothers 
and  lifters  keep  a  folemn  dirge  and  mafs  of  requiem 
every  Lady-day  in  Barnham  church,  for  her  and  her 
hufband's  fouls,  and  lay  a  grave-flone  of  265.  Sd.. 
value,  with  an  image  and  her  arms  thereon. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel,  under  the  wall, 
is  a  very  large  marble,  but  no  inscription. 

In  the  chancel, — Elizabeth^  laic  wife  of  Nicholas 
Carr,  of  St.  Gregory  s  pari/h,  in  Norwich,  ejq.  buried 
Ocl.  31,  1666 — Nicholas  Carr,  efq.  buried  April  12, 
1675,  anno  cctatis  81. 

The  church  (lands  on  a  hill,  it  hath  only  one  aile 
and  chancel,  both  which  are  leaded,  and  there  are 
five  bells. 

When  the  Conqueror  firft  gave  this  town  to  the 
earl  Warren,  there  were  two  carucates  of  land  held 
by  forty-feven  free-men,  and  it  .was  worth  5!.  per 
annum ;  but  at  the  furvey  they  were  increafed  to  fifiy- 
feven  men,  and  their  rents  and  fervices  to  9!. 

The  foe  belonged  to  the  king's  manor  of  Wy- 
inondharn,  and  the  town  was  three  quarters  of  a  miie 
long,  and  half  a  mile  broad,  and  paid  8s.  3d.  to  the 
king's  tax. 

The 
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The  manor  was  held  of  Caftle  Acre  caflle,  and 
came  to  the  Mortimers,  and  paffed  with  their  manor 
of  Attleburgh,  till  fir  Robert  Mortimer,  of  Attle- 
burgh,  gave  it  to  his  fecond  fon,  Conflaniine  Morti- 
mer; and  it  came  afterwards  .to  Margery,  daughter 
and  coheiress  of  fir  Thomas  Mortimer,  eldeft  bro- 
ther to  Conftantine,  who  carried  it  to  fir  John  Fitz- 
Ralph,  her  hufband,  after  the  death  of  Ann,  daugh- 
ter and  heirefs  of  fir  Robert  Harling,  who  had  her 
life  in  it,  and  her  hufbands  were  lords  in  her  right, 
and  fo  it  parted  from  Attleburgh,  and  pafled  in  the 
Fitz-Ralphs,  with  Little  Ellingham,  till  Elizabeth, 
one  of  the  coheireffes  of  that  family,  married  fir  Ro- 
bert Chamberlain,  of  Gedding,  in  Suffolk,  and  then 
it  went  in  that  family,  with  Ellingham  aforefaid,  till 
that  went  to  fir  Edward  Chambelain's  third  Ion,  Leo- 
nard, and  this  to  his  fecond  fon,  George  Chamberlain, 
of  Barnham-Broom,  who  was  lord  in  1560.  Ed- 
ward Chamberlain,  efq.  of  Lincoln's-Inn,  had  it  in 
1651:  he  left  Edward  Chamberlain,  of  Yarmouth, 
who  had  a  place  in  the  cuftom-houfe  there,  but  was 
never  lord  here,  the  eftate  being  fold  by  his  father  to 
fir  Thomas  Wodehoufe,  of  Kimberley,  and  fir  John 
Wodehoufe,  bart.  is  now  lord  and  patron. 

HAUTEYN'S,  now  called  HAWKINS'S  MANOR.  This 
manor  was  in  two  parts ;  Godwin  Halden  had  one, 
which  was  worth  aos.  and  Starcolf  another,  worth 
los.  they  were  foon  joined,  and  came  to  the  family 
firnamed  de  Bernham,  or  Barnham,  and  was  always 
held  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter  and  Hereford.  Wil- 
liam de  Bernham  had  it  about  the  time  of  Richard  I. 
and  in  1264  William  de  Bernham  had  a  charter  for 
free-warren  here,  Sec.  and  the  latter  end  of  the  reign 
of  Henry  III.  Margaret  Hauteyn  held  part  of  it  for 
life  of  Walter  de  Bernham. 

£  In 
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In  1372  Alexander  Straunge,  of  Bernham  Ryfks, 
granted  to  the  truAces  of  William  Hauteyn  his  ma- 
nor, called  HameynVhall,  in  Barnham  and  Ryfks, 
lately  held  in  two  parts  of  Humphry  de  Bohun,  earl 
of  Hereford  and  Eflex,  by  Walter  de  Bernham,  and 
William  Hauteyn. 

In  1394  William  Gambon  held  forty  acres  of  land, 
and  305.  rent,  in  Barnham,  Brandon,  and  RunhalL 
Jn  1401  John  Walkeden  and  his  tenants  held  it  of 
the  countcfs  of  Hereford,  and  not  long  after  it  be- 
longed to  the  Brightyeves,  or  Britiffs,  an  ancient 
family  in  this  town.  John  Britiff  held  it  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancafler,  as  of  the  honor  of  Hereford, 
by  knights  fcivice  ;  how  long  it  continued  in  the  fa- 
mily we  do  not  find  ;  but  in  i  r)97  tie  whole  fcite  of 
the  manor  of  Hawkins's,  alias  BritifTs,  in  Barnhnm- 
Broom,  was  leafed  to  Edward  Pye  by  the  corporation 
of  the  city  of  Norwich,  who  are  the  prefent  lords. 

This  town  is  difiinguifhed  from  Barnham,  in  Suf- 
folk, &c.  in.  all  old  evidences,  by  the  name  of  Bcrn- 
ham-Rvfks,  that  hamlcf,  and  church  thereto  belong- 
ing, being  united  to  it;  it  hath  lately  been  called 
Barnham-Broom,  but  on  what  account  we  know  not ; 
for  we  do  not  find  any  of  the  family  of  that  n£me 
ever  concerned  here. 

The  two  medieties  of  Barnham-Broom,  and  Bick- 
erfton,  were  confolidated  with  Kimberley,  Aug.  24, 
1764;  and  in  1769  the  Rev.  Philip  Wodehoufe, 
A.  M.  prebendary  of  Norwich,  was  prefented  by  his 
father,  the  late  fir  Armine  Wodehoufe,  bart.  f 

BAWBURGH,  BAUBURGH,  BAWBOROUGH,  or 
BAWBURC,  commonly  called  BABER,  is  a  little  vil- 
lage at  the  eaft  part  of  this  hundred,  famous  for  the 

birth 
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birth  of  St.  Walflan,   whofe    life  we    have   at    large 
among  Capgrave's  Legends,  fol.  285. 

41  St.  Wai  (Ian  the  ConfeOTor  fays,  he  was  born  in 
Bawburgh,  of  a  good  family,  his  father's  name  be- 
ing Benedict,  and  his  mother's  Blida  ;  at  twelve  years 
old  renouncing  all  his  patrimony,  he  entered  fervice 
at  Taverham,  and  became  fo  charitable,  that  he  gave 
his  own  victuals  to  the  poor,  and  even  his  fhoes  off 
his  feet,  to  a  woman  that  afked  his  charitv;  this  be- 
ing told  his  miftrefs,  fhe  immediately  goes  to  him, 
with  defign  of  rebuking  him  for  fo  doing;  but  upon 
her  finding  him  loading  his  cart  with  bufhes  and 
thorns  bare-footed,  without  anv  injury,  or  pain,  fur- 
prifed  at  the  miracle,  ftie  falls  clown  before  him,  con- 
fefled  her  wicked  intention  in  coming,  and  begged  his 
pardon,  which  he  prefently  granted.  This  being  re- 
ported about,  and  his  mafter"  feeing  the  many  mira- 
cles he  did,  loved  him  much,  and  would  have  made 
him  his  heir,  but  he  would  accept  of  nothing,  only 
the  promife  of  a  calf  of  a  certain  cow  he  named, 
when  fhe  calved,  which  being  agreed,  not  long  after 
fhe  had  two  bull  calves,  which  he  carefully  brought 
up,  not  for  covetoufnefs  fake,  but  to  fulfil  God's 
will,  an  angel  having  commanded- him  fo  to  do, 
which  told  him,  that  they  fhouM  conduct  him  to  the 
place  of  his  burial.  After  this,  as  he  was  mowing 
with  his  fellow-laborers  in  a  meadow,  an  angel  ap- 
peared and  warned  him  of  his  dcaih,  notwithftand- 
ing  which  he  kept  on  mowing  till  near  the  time,  and 
then  calling  his  mailer  and  fellows  together,  he  told 
them  his  will,  commending  his  foul  to  God,  St. 
Mary,  and  all  the  Saints ;  he  ordered  r.hem  to  place 
his  body  in  a  Varriage,  and  yoke  his  two  oxen  to 
draw  him,  Itricll^  commanding  that  no  body  (hould 
direcl  them  where  to  go,  but  that  they  fliould  go 
wherever  God  pleafed;  after  this  falling  proftrate, 

he 
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he  earneftly  befecched  God,  that  every  laborer  that 
had  any  infirmity  in  his  own  body,  or  any  diftemper 
among  his  cattle,  if  he  came  put  of  devotion  and 
reverence  to  vifit  his  body,  and  to  afk  remedy  of  God 
there,  might  obtain  his  defire,  and  have  his  petitions 
granted:  Upon  which  there  was  a  voice  heard  from 
Heaven,  which  faid,  O  holy  Walftan,  that  which 
you  have  afked  is  granted,  come  from  your  labor  to 
reft ;  and  inftantly  he  expired,  in  the  very  meadow 
\vhere  he  was  at  work,  and  that  moment  (if  we  will 
credit  the  Legend)  a  white  dove  was  feen  to  come 
fjomhis  mouth  and  mount  the  fky ;  his  fellow-la- 
borers took  up  his  body,  laid  it  in  his  cart,  and  yoked 
his  oxen,  which  went  dire£lly  to  Cofteffey  wood, 
where  this  miracle  happened  ;  that  as  they  paffed  a 
deep  water  in  the  wood,  the  wheels  went  upon  the 
furface  of  it,  as  if  it  had  been  folid  ground,  and  the 
report  is,  that  to  this  day  the  traces  of  the  wheels  are 
fecn  on  the  furface :  to  this  another  prodigy  was  ad- 
ded ;  when  the  oxen  had  drawn  the  body  to  the  top 
of  an  exceeding  high  hill  in  the  wood,  they  flopped 
a  little,  and  prefently,  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the 
place,  a  fpring  iffued  which  flill  continues;  going 
thence  direclly  to  Bawburgh,  a  little  before  they 
came  to  the  place  where  the  faint  refts,  they  flopped 
again,  and  immediately  there  iffued  a  Cpring  (which 
to  this  day  is  called  St.  Walftan's-well,  a  liule  below 
the  church)  famous  it  was  for  many  virtues,  efpeci- 
ally  for  curing  fevers  and  other  diftempers ;  after- 
wards, going  a  little  farther,  they  made  a  full  flop, 
and  there  they  buried  the  holy  man's  body,  built  a 
church  over  it,  and  dedicated  it  to  his  honor,  and 
there  God  wrought  divers  miracles  ;  for  at  the  fhrine, 
or  fepulchre  of  this  faint,  not  only  paralytics,  demo- 
niacs, the  deaf  and  dumb,  the  blind  and  lame,  thofc 
who  were  troubled  with  fevers,  or  had  lofl  their  geni- 
tals, were  faid  to  be  made  whole  and  entirely  cured, 

but 
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but  beafls  alfn  that  had  any  illnefs  were  healed  by 
this  faint."  He  is  faid  to  die  in  1016,  on  ihe  third 
of  the  calends  of  June.  Many  other  trifling  and  as 
fabulous  things  as  thefe  are  related  of  this  faint  in  his 
Legend,  al!  which  we  fhall  omit,  and  only  take  notice 
of  Bale's  fhort  account,  which  he  gives  us  from  this 
Legend,  in  his  own  words*: 


'  "  Saynte  Walftane,   of  Bawburgh,   iii   miles  from 

"  Norwych,  was  neyther  monke  nor  preft,  yet  vowed 

"  he  (they   fay)   to  lyve  chad   without   a  wyfe,  and 

"  perfoarmed  that  promyfe,   by  faftynge  of  the  Fry- 

*'  daye  and  good  fayntes  vygyls,  without  any  other 

"  grace   or  gyft  gyven   of  God.     He  dyed   in   the 

'  ycare  of  our  Lord  a  M.  and  xvi.  in  the  thyrde  ca- 

"  lendes   of  June,   and   became,    after  the  maner  of 

"  Priapus,   the    God    of  their  feldes  in  Northfolke, 

"  and  gyde  of  their   harvefters,  al  mowers  and  fythe 

"  folowers  fekynge  him  ones  in  the  yeare.      Loke  his 

"  Legende  in  the  catalogue  of  Johan  Capgrave,  pro- 

"  vyncyall  of  the    Auguflyne    fryers,    and    ye    fhali 

"  finde  there,   that  both  men  and  beaftes  which   had 
"loft   their  prevy  parts  had  nevve    members    again 

"  reflored   to   them  by   this  Walftane.      Marke  this, 

"  kynde  of  myracles,   for  your    learnynge  I  thynke 

"  ye  have  feldome  redde  the  lyke." 

In  ancient  time,  befides  the  vicar,  there  were  fix 
chantry  priefts  ferving  in  the  church  of  St.  Waiftan's 
altar,  which  faint  was  inflirined  in  the  north  chapel 
of  this  church,  which  was  demolifhed  on  that  ac^ 
count  at  the  Reformation,  the  fhrine  being  daily  vi- 
fited,  not  only  by  pilgrims  from  all  parts  of  England, 
but  numbers  came  from  beyond  the  feas  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  while  this  place  remained  in  fuch  repute, 

the 

*  John  Bale's  Englifh  Votaries,  p.  16  b. 
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the  inhabitants  in  general,  and  the  vicar  and  ferving 
priefts,  grew  exceeding  rich,  fo  that  in  1309  they 
rebuilt  the  chancel,  and  adorned  the  church  and  cha- 
pel in  a  moft  handfome  manner. 

There  was  a  hermit  alfo  placed  in  this  parifh  by 
the  bifhop's  appointment,  who  performed  Divine  fer- 
vice  in  his  own  chapel,  which  was  by  his  hermitage 
at  Bawburgh-bridge,  to  the  pilgrims,  and  then  at- 
tended them  to  the  town,  fprinkling  them  with  hyf- 
fop  and  holy  water. 

But  when  pilgrimages  ceafed,  and  all  fuch  rites 
were  abolifhed,  the  inhabitants  came  immediately  to 
great  poverty,  and  fo  continued,  till  the  church  be- 
came fo  ruinous,  that  it  was  fcarce  fit  for  Divine  fer- 
vicet  neither  could  they  afterwards  aflemble  in  it 
without  hazard  of  their  lives,  and  fo  it  remained  for- 
faken  for  fome  time. 

At  the  Revifion  in  1633  the  church  was  repaired 
and  tiled,  there  being  about  300!.  laid  out  on  it,  fo 
that  then  there  was  fcarce  a  handfomer  church  in  the 
deanry. 

It  was  a  reclory,  valued  at  ten  marks,  the  church 
being  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  St.  YValftan,  and 
was  given  by  Alan  vrfcount  of  Roan,  in  Normandy, 
to  the  abbot  of  Bon-Repos  (De  Bona  Requie)  there  ; 
and  bv  the  abbot,  in  1235,  to  the  prior  and  convent 
of  Norwich,  along  with  the  mediety  of  the  redory 
of  Barford;  it  was  appropriated  by  the  bifhop  in 
1 240.  It  had  a  houfe  and  feventeen  acres  of  glebe, 
and  the  vicarage  was  valued  at  five  marks  and  an  half, 
but  was  not  taxed ;  the  vicar  had  a  houfe  and  yard, 
but  no  other  land.  In  1633  the  houfe  was  down, 
and  the  fcite  belonged  to  the  vicar ;  it  contained  a 

rood, 
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rood,  and  was  called  in  the  Terrier  about  half  an 
acre.  The  prior  of  the  monks  of  Rumburgh,  in 
Suffolk,  had  a  portion  of  tithes  her£,  valued  at  two 
marks,  which  they  held  by  grant  of  the  abbot  of  St. 
Mary  at  York,  to  which  they  were  a  cell,  and  that 
abbey  had  it  of  the  gift  of  the  earl  of  Britain,  it  be- 
ing for  two  parts  of  the  tithes  of  the  demefnes  of  that 
earl  in  Bawburgh :  the  prior  appropriated  this  re&ory 
to  the  facrifl:,  who  compounded  with  the  prior  of 
Rumburgh,  and  agreed  to  pay  him  for  ever  yearly 
435.  4d.  for  them;  and  in  1528  the  abbey  of  York, 
releafed  to  the  dean  of  cardinal  Wolfey's  college,  in 
Ipfwich,  all  their  revenues  belonging  to  their  cell  at 
Rumburgh,  in  Bawburgh,  See. 

Mr.  Edward  Rightwi'fe,  vicar,  died  June  23,  1493, 
and  was  buried  in  the  chancel,  with  an  infcriptioii  on 
a  brafs  plate  remaining;  and  in  1531,  January  20, 
"William  Rechers,  vicar,  war,  buried  here.  After'his 
death  no  body  would  accept  it,  and  it  laid  till  Jan; 
13,  1386,  without  inflitution. 

The  dean  and  chapter  of  Norwich  prefented  in 
1640;  ever  fmce  which  time  it  hath  been  held  by 
fequeftration  as  a  curacy,  the  curates  being  nomi- 
nated by  the  dean  and  chapter,  who  ate  irnpropria- 
tors  of  the  re&ory,  and  patrons  of  the  vicarage. 

On  Tyard's  ftone  is  this  on  a  brafs  plate:  a  ftfs 
embattled,  in  chief  three  martlets. — humor tatitakm 
hie  prcejiolatur,  quod  mortal*  fuit,  PhiLippi  Tenifon, 
S.  T.  P.  archdidiaconi  jYorfc/lcice,  tcclcjiarum  dt  Hetker- 
Jet  d  Fouljham  reftoris,  de  ittjula  Ehenfi  oriundi,  tolle^ij 
TriniiaLu  in  acadtmia  Cant :  quondam  alumni  regis,  et  ec- 
chfitf  rebus  afflicli*  ta  qu<e  pidatim  (jus  docutre  conjlantia 
compajfus,  reftitutus  ccamt  nuns  ditnitlii.  Li  e^audttus 
fft*  Jan.  xv.  J  660,  at.  48. 

In 
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la  1528  (ir  Thomas  Wethyr,  mafter  of  the  char- 
nel,  in  Norwich,  was  buried  in  the  cathedral,  and 
gave  his  clofe  m  Bawburgh  to  the  vicar,  and  his 
lucceffors,  for  a  ctrtayne,  that  is,  that  they  fliould 
pray  for  his  and  his  friends  fouls. 

The  fleeple  is  round,  and  hath  only  two  bells. 
The  vicaiage  is  valued  at  13!.  iys.  6d.  being  fworn 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  14!.  45.  8d.  and  is  called 
by  miftake  Banburgh,  for  Bawburgh.  It  is  dif- 
charged  of  fiiR-fruits  and  tenths.  The  fpirituals  of 
the  church  of  Bawburgh,  belonging  to  the  prior  of 
Norwich,  were  taxed  at  ten  marks,  the  prior's  tempo- 
rals at  6s.  and  the  town  paid  305.  tenths. — In  a  north 
window,  De-la-Pole  and  Segrave,  or  Mowbray, 
quartered.  , 

In  1488  there  w?s  an  extent  of  this  reclory  made, 
and  entered  in  the  facrift's  regifter  of  Norwich  pri- 
ory;  from  which  we  learn,  that  the  re6ory  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  facrift,  and  that  the  heufe  abutted 
north  on  Bawburgh  common,  called  Lockholm;  he 
had  alfo  a  tenement,  called  Gybald's,  abutting  on 
the  church-yard,  fouth  ;  the  reclory-houfe,  eaft  ;  and 
on  two  ways  leading  to  St.  Walilan's  well,  weft  and 
north.  The  meadows  lying  in  Thorpe  are  mentioned, 
and  the  lands  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  John  of  Jerufa- 
lem  of  Garbrooke,  and  the  way  leading  from  Thorpe 
to  Great  Melton,  and  a  place  on  the  river,  called  le 
Cryngyll,  and  the  land  of  the  college  of  St.  Mary's 
in  the  Fields,  Bawburgh  common  called  The  Holme, 
and  all  the  lands,  meadows,  and  woods,  belonging 
to  the  redory,  were  ninety-eight  acres  and  half  a 
rood. 


The 
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The  facrifl.  had  alfo  in  the  faid  town  divers  lands 
by  the  common,  called  Occolde,  and  elfewhere,  con- 
taining ninety-one  acres  and  half  a  rood  of  arable 
fend,  and  ten  acres  and  an  half  of  wood. 

It  appears  from  the  fame  regifter,  that  Eudo,  abbot 
of  the  monaflery  called  de  Bona  Requie,  or  Bon- 
Repos,  gave  to  the  prior  and  monks  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  of  Norwich  the  patronage  of  Bavvburgh, 
and  the  patronage  of  the  mediety  of  Barford,  both 
which  were  given  to  Bon  Repos  abbey  by  Alan  laie 
vifcount  of  Rohan,  who  was  lord  of  Coftefley,  to 
which  manor  they  belonged ;  this  donation,  though 
it  has  no  date,  was  made  in  1235. 

By  the  fame  regifter  we  find,  that  feveral  other  be- 
nefactions were  fettled  on  this  church,  and  that  a  fa- 
mily firnamed  Bawburc  had  an  intereft  here. 

The  prior  held  his  revenues  here  of  the  honor  of 
Richmond,  at  the  third  part  of  a  fee,  to  which  ho- 
nor the  whole  town  and  advowfon  belonged  at  fir  ft, 
it  being  always  a  part  of  Cofteffey  manor,  as  it  now 
is,  the  lord  of  Cofteffey  being  lord  here;  at  the  fur- 
vey  it  was  a  berewic  to  CoftefTev,  being  live  furlongs 
long,  and  four  broad,  and  paid  6d.  ob.  to  the  gelt. 
It  belonged  to  Guert  in  the  ConfelTor's  time,  as  Cof- 
tefley  did,  and  we  meet  with  it  entered  Ravenburc, 
tinder  Coteffia  manor,  in  Doomfday-book,  fol.  62. 

We  find  in  Mr.  Newcourt's  Antiquities  of  London 
Diocefe,  vol.  II.  p.  227,  that  one  Richard  Wright, 
of  this  town,  went  to  Dunmow  priory,  in  ECTex,  and 
claimed  the  flitch  of  bacon,  which  was  to  be  given 
bv  the  prior  to  all  thofe  who  were  married  a  year  and 
a  day,  and  never  repented,  either  fleeping,  or  waking; 
the  (aid  Richard  was  (worn  before  John  Cannon,  then 

prior, 
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prior,  and  the  convent,  and  many  others,  April  27, 
1444,  in  the  ssd  of  Henry  VI.  according  to  the  cuf- 
tora  kneeling  upon  two  hard  pointed  {tones,  in  the 
church-yard.  The  oath  was  this  : 

You  fhall  fwear  bycuftom  of  confeffion, 

If  ever  you  made  nuptial  tranfgreffion  ; 

Be  you  either  married  man,  or  wife, 

If  you  have  brawls,   or  contentious  flrife ; 

Or  otherwife,  at  bed,  or  at  board, 

Offended  each  other  in  deed,   or  in  word, 

Or  fince  the  panfh  clerk  faid  Amen, 

You  wifhed  yourfelves  unmarried  again, 

Or  in  a  twelve-month  and  a  day, 

Repented  not  in  thought  any  way, 

But  continued  true  in  thought  and  defire, 

As  when  you  joined  hands  in  the  choir; 

If  to  thefe  conditions,   without  all  fear, 

Of  your  own  accord  vou  will  freely  fwear, 

A  whole  GAMMON  OF  BACON  you  (hall  receive, 

And  bear  it  hence,  with  love  and  good  leave; 

For  this  is  our  cultom,   at  Dunrnow  well  known, 

Though  the  pleasure  be  ouis,  the  bacon's  your  own. 

After  the  oath,  the  pilgrim  for  the  bacon  is  taken 
upon  men's  fhoulders,  and  carried  firft  about  the 
priory  church-yard,  and  alter  through  the  town,  all 
the  convent  and  town's-folk,  young  and  old,  fol- 
lowing with  fiiouts  and  acclamations,  with  his  bacon, 
borne  before  him.  We  find  three  perfons  only  upon 
record  who  have  fetched  the  gammon. 

In  1763  the  Rev.  James  Willins  was  prefented  to 
this  vicaidge  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Norwich. 

BOW  THORPE.     This  church  was  dedicated  to 
St.  Michael,  uad  was  firfl  valued  ^at  five,  and  after- 
wards 
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xvards  at  fix  marks;  the  re&or  had  a  houfe  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  and  Robert  de  Leyharn  was  patron: 
it  was  afterwards  annexed  by  the  bifhop  of  Norwich 
to  the  college  of  St.  Mary  in  the  Fields,  in  Nor- 
wich. 

This  church  is  not  mentioned  in  the  king's  books  ; 
it  was  a  reclory  in  the  dean  and  canons  of  the  college 
of  St.  Mary  in  the  Fields,  in  Norwich,  who  prefented 
to  it  till  1522,  and  then  the  college  petitioned  the  bi- 
fhop of  Norwich,  fetting  forth,  "  that  the  church 
was  of  their  patronage,  and  that  it  was  deftitute  of 
parifhioners,  and  therefore  might  more  properly  be 
made  a  chapel  raiher  than  remain  a  reclory  with  cure 
of  fouls,  there  being  no  inhabitants  in  the  town,  but 
the  college  fervants,  who  tilled  their  lands,  and  the 
profits  being  fo  fmall  that  they  would  not  maintain  a 
re&or,  they  hoped  that  the  bifhop  would  confolidate 
it  to  the  college,  the  revenues  of  which  were  fo  much 
decreafed,  that  they  would  fc?.rcc  maintain  the  dean 
and  canons  there ;".  upon  which  the  bifhop,  confi- 
dering  the  college  was  of  his  patronage,  did  confoli- 
date to  the  faid  college,  for  ever,  the  reclory,  with  all 
its  profits,  8cc.  on  condition  they  kept  up  the  church, 
and  performed  fervice  there  on  Sundays  and  faints 
days,  by  a  chaplain,  to  be  paid  by  them  for  fj 
doing,  and  that  henceforth  it  fhould  be  reputed  a 
church,  or  chapel,  and  fhould  be  kept  in  decent  re- 
pair, at  their  expence:  the  bifhop  referved  all  epif- 
copal  jurifdi&ion  over  it,  and  peculiar  power  to  fe- 
quefter  all  the  profits,  if  they  fhould  neglecl  to  repair 
the  church  at  any  time,  or  find  a  ferving  chaplain 
there,  and  alfp  at  the  removal  of  every  dean  of  the 
college,  the  fucceeding  dean  was  to  pay  4!.  to  the 
bifhop  for  the  time  being,  in  lieu  of  the"  tenths  and 
firfl-fruits  of  this  church,  (which  is  the  reafon  it  is 
noi  in  the  king's  books] ;  the  eonfolidation  bears  date 
C  at 
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at  the  bifhop's  manor  of  Hoxne,  Jan.  8,  1522,  but 
the  college  never   enjoyed  it;    for  fir  Anthony  Hoge- 
fon,  who  was  reclor  at  the  confolidation,  furvived  the 
college's  diffolution,    and  therefore    the    crown   pre- 
fented  to  it  as  a  lapfed  rectory,   and  the  univerfity  as 
a  reclory  in    the    hands   of    a   Papiit ;   but   after   liie 
death  of  Rawley,  Henry  Yaxley,  lord  here,    made  it 
appear  it  was  consolidated  as  aforefaid  to  the  college, 
and  came  with  that  at  the  diCTolution  to  the  king,  who 
granted  the  manor  and  reclory  as  an  impropriation  to 
Miles  Spencer"',    laft   dean   of  the  college,  and  chan- 
cellor .of  thediocefe;  he  died  fmgle,  and  it  came  to 
the  Yaxleys.     In   1605   it  was  returned  to  be  a  free 
chapel,  that  paid  no  fynodals,  nor  procurations,   and 
therefore  is   exempt   from    archidiacgnal  jurifdiclion ; 
but  the  king  lately  prefented  to  it  as  a  reclory,  valued 
at  fix  marks  :  during  this  time  the   church  was  ncg- 
lecled,  and  laid  in  decay  without  any  fervice,   it  be- 
ing efteemed  as  a  finecure,   till  the  bifhop  of  Norwich 
obtained  a  decree  in  Chancery,  dated  Feb.  23,  1635, 
againfl  Henry   Yaxley,  efq.   lord  here,  by  virtue  of 
which  the  church  was  purged  of  all  things   in  it,  (it 
having  been  ufed  as  a  fort  of  flore-houfe)  the  church- 
yard was  fenced  in,  (being  twenty-eight  rods  round)  ; 
four  windows  were  put  into  the  church,  and  one  into 
the   fteeple,    a    porch  built,   new    doors  made,    the 
church  paved,  cieled,  whitened,   and  reeded,  a   font 
erected,    and  the    pulpit  and  defk  finifhed,  at  about 
140!.  charge;  the  profits  of  the  whole  living  were  fe- 
queftered  to  repair  the  church,  and  it  was  finifhed  at 
Michaelmas,  1639  ;   the  prieft's,  or  chaplain's  falary, 
to  be  paid  by  the  faid  Yaxley,  and  all  others   after 
him  that  fhall  poflefs  the  tithes  and  glebes  ;  all  which 
was  performed  accordingly,  and  ever    fince  it  hath 
been  fervedby  a  chaplain,  or  parifh  priefl,  as  it  is  at 

this 

*  Mr.  Neve  fays  his  picture  is  at  Bowthorpe. 
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this    day,    it  being    a  donative   in  the  lord  of    the 


This  church  is  very  fmall,  being  only  fifteen  yards 
long,  and  feven  broad ;  it  hath  no  ailes,  nor  fteeple, 
lave  a  fmall  turret,  in  which  hangs  one  bell;  the 
altar  is  railed  in,  and  in  the  call  window  are  the 
arms  of  Yallop,  Giles,  and  Spelman. 

On  a  black  marble  in  the  chancel,  Yallop  quarter- 
ing Giles,  impaling  Spelman  ; — Robert,  Henry,  and 
Dorothy  Yallop,  children  of  Sir  Robert  Yallop,  of  Bow- 
thorpe. knt.  which  children  died  in  their  infancy,  between 
the  years  1660  and  1670. 

On  another  flone,  Yallop  impales  Spelman  in  a 
lozenge ; — Dame  Dorothy,  the  widow  of  Sir  Robert 
Yallop,  of  Bowthorpe,  knt.  eldejl  daughter  of  Clement 
Spelman,  of  the  county  of  Middlefex,  efq.  and  one  of  the 
barons  of  the  Exchequer;  fJie  died  January  I  j,  i  /  19-20, 
aged  84. 

On  another  ftone,  Yallop  and  Giles,  impaling  a 
fefs  between  nine  roundels; — Edward  Yallofi  ge"n£.  of 
the  Jociety  and  company  of  merchant  taylors  in  tht  city  of 
London,  and  next  brother  to  Sir  Robert  Yallop,  of  Bow- 
thorpe, knt.  died  at  Bowthorpe  aforefaid,  July  29,  1676. 

On  an  altar-tomb  in  the  church-yard, — Reliquiae 
Roberti  Yallop,  militis,  loco,  jjffu  dum  viverct  fuo,  cor  am 
tjfojfa,  dcpojitfc;  obijt  VII0  die  menjis  Maij,  anno  Domini 
MDCCV.  atat.  LXVIII.  requiefcat  in  pace. 

This  town  paid  3^5.  8d.  to  the  tenths.  The  tem- 
porals of  the  abbot  of  Langley  were  taxed  at  333.  4d. 
ob.  thofe  of  the  prior  of  St.  Faith's  at  35. 

C2  The 
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The  learned  fir  Henry  Spelman,  in  his  Icenia, 
would  have  it  lake  its  name  from  Bour,  i.  e.  ambitus, 
and  Thorpe,  villuia;  but  it  feems  ra:her  to  be  Beau- 
Thorpe,  that  is,  the  fine,  or  pleatant  village,  its  fuu- 
ation  no  ways  anfwering  the  knight's  delcription. 

Boethorp  belonged  to  Hakene,  a  Saxon,  in  the 
Confelfor's  time,  and  was  worth  405.  at  the  Con- 
queror's furvcy  ;  it  belonged  to  that  monarch,  who 
committed  it  to  the  cuftody  of  Godric,  who  paid  61. 
yer  ann.  for  it;  it  was  only  three  furlongs  long,  and 
as  much  broad,  and  paid  bd.  ob.  gelt. 

This  town  was  granted  to  the  Pev^rells,  (who  en- 
fcoffed  the  Leyhams)  except  the  fuperiority  of  the 
whole  town,  and  all  that  part  which  belonged  to  the 
manor  of  Cofteffey,  and  was  held  of  the  honor  of 
Richmond,  which  having  always  paffed  with  the 
manor  of  Cofteffey,  and  ftill  continuing  with  it,  we 
need  only  refer  you  thither,  the  lord  of  Cofteffey 
manor  being  fuperior  lord,  great  part  being  held  of 
him ;  for  in  the  year  1480  this  town  was  found  to  be 
ancient  demefne,  and  being  part  of  Cofteffey  the  te- 
nants and  inhabitants  were  to  enjoy  the  like  privi- 
leges, and  were  not  to  be  impanelled  upon  juries, 
fcc. 

In  1206  fir  Peter  de  Leyham  was  lord  and  patron  ; 
this  family  refided  at  Leyham,  in  Suffolk,  and  had 
very  confiderable  eftates  in  both  counties  ;  he  gave 
many  lands  here  to  the  abbot  of  Langley,  who, 
jointly  with  Richard  Keyfer,  Laurence  de  Bracon, 
and  others,  paid  ias.  $d.  as  their  part  for  two  fees, 
towards  the  aid  for  marrying  the  daughter  of  Henry 
III.  John  de  Leyham  in  1289  held  this  manor  of 
the  honor  of  Hatficld-Peverel,  at  two  fees, 

In 
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In  1299  fir  Richard  de  Brampton,  km.  inherited, 
and  in  1304  preferucd  here. 

In  1310  Robert  de  Reydon,  of  Reydon,  in  Suf- 
folk, had  a  charter  for  free-warren  hue,  and  for  lands 
in  Suffolk,  ElTex.  and  Wilifhire.  This  Robert  pur- 
chafed  it  of  Tho.  de  Brampton,  who  conveyed  it  to 
him,  with  the  reverfion  of  the  third  part,  which  Alice, 
widow  of  fir  Richard  de  Brampton,  held  in  dower;- 
and  in  1314  the  faid  Robert  had  the  king's  licence  to 
fettle  it  on  John,  his  fon,  and  Hawile,  his  wife,  who 
prefented  by  the  name  of  Hawiic  dc  Wyfham  in 
"335- 

In  1360  fir  Andrew  de  Bures  died  lord  ;  Alice,  his 
wife,  furvived,  who,  jointly  with  her  fecond  hufband, 
John,  fon  of  fir  John  de  Sutton,  k»it.  conveyed  their 
manor  and  advowfon  in  1362  to  Mr.  Robert  de 
Bumpftead,  citizen  of  Noiwich,  who  prefented  in 
1364. 

In  1376  John  de  Corpufty,  citizen  of  Norwich, 
was  lord  and  patron  ;  and  in  1388  fir  WiHiamde  Elm- 
ham,  knt.  he  was  one  of  the  captains  lent  to  the  aid 
of  the  duke  of  Bretaigne.  In  1379116  was  lord  ofln- 
goldeflhorpe,  and  Fring,  in  the  hundred  of  Smith- 
don,  and  Weftthorpe,  8cc.  in  Suffolk;  which  laft 
manor  he  left,  with  this,  folely  to  his  wife.  Sir  Wil- 
liam died  in  1403,  and  was  buried  in  a  chapel  in  the 
abbey  of  Bury  ;  Elizabeth,  his  widow,  fold  it  to  Wil- 
liam Sedman,  citizen  of  Norwich,  who  prefented  in 
1413,  and  foon  after  fettled  the  manor,  lands,  and 
advoivfon,  on  the  dean  and  canons  of  the  chapel  of 
St.  Mary  in  the  Fields,  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  com- 
monly called  The  Chapel  in  the  Fields,  in  which 
houfe  it  continued  to  its  diffolution,  and  was  then 
granted  by  Henry  VIII.  in  1546,  along  with  the 
C  3  fcite 
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fcite  of  that  religious  place,  to  Miles  Spencer,  lafl 
dean  there,  and  his  heirs,  to  be  held  by  knights  fer- 
vice,  in  capitc,.  the  laid  dean  having  purchafed  moft 
of  the  revenues  of  this  college  of  the  king:  at  his 
deceafe  it  came  to  the  Yaxleys ;  but  how  we  cannot 
find;  for  in  1570  Margaret,  widow  of  Richard  Yax- 
ley,  of  Melles,  in  Suffolk,  held  the  manor  and  im- 
propriate  reclory,  and  at  her  death  left  them  to  Wil- 
liam Yaxley,  efq.  her  fon,  who  had  them  in  1572. 

Henry  Yaxley,  efq.  in  1635  was  lord,  and  lived 
here;  it  continued  in  the  family  till  they  made  it 
ovef  to  the  Brownes,  of  Colncy;  and  about  1660 
fir  Robert  Yallop,  knt.  for  his  good  fervice  in  reco- 
vering Mr.  Yaxley's  eftate,  in  Yorkfhire,  from  his 
kinfman  Browne,  of  Colney,  had  this  manor  con- 
veyed to  him;  he  fettled  at  Bowthorpe-hall:  this 
fir  Robert  was  grandfon  of  Rowland  Yallop,  of 
Rockland,  in  Norfolk,  and  married  Dorothy,  daugh- 
ter of  Clement  Spelman,  of  Gray's-inn,  baron  of 
the  Exchequer ;  fir  Robert  died  in  1705,  and  uas 
buried  here.  Charles  Yallop,  efq.  his  only  ion.  mar- 
ried Ellen,  daughter  and  heirefs  ot  fir  Edward  Bark- 
ham,  of  Weflacre,  bart  whole  fon,  Edward  Yallop 
Spelman.  efq.  late  of  Weftacre  High-houfe,  fucceeded 
to  the  eftate. 

In  1763  the  Rev.  Robert  Styleman  was  preferred 
to  the  redory,  or  perpetual  cutacy  of  Bowthorpe. 
This  little  villa  lies  clofe  on  the  bounds  of  ihe  county 
of  the  city  of  Norwich. 

Edward  Bacon,  efq.  of  Earlham.  and  reprefenta- 
tive  in  parliament  for  the  ciiy  of  Norwich,  is  now 
patron. 

BRANDON 
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"  BRANDON,  now  called  BRANDON-Pan/«,  or 
LITTLE-BRAND,  to  difUnguifh  it  from  Bratidori- 
Marna,  or  Great-Brand,  in  Suffolk.  This  village 
belonged  to,  and  pafled  wiih,  the  manor  of  Cofteffey, 
both  in  the  time  of  the  Confeflbr  and  Conqueror, 
being  then  called  Brandim\  it  was  afterwards  grant- 
ed by  the  lord  of  Cofteffey  to  a  family  who  affumed 
the  name  of  the  town  for  their  firname. 

In  1196  Roger  of  Brandon  was  lord  and  patron 
of  a  mediety  of  the  church,  the  other  mediety  be- 
longing to  Bartholomew  de  Edisfeld,  and  Maud,  his 
wife,  fifter  of  the  faid  Roger, 'on  whom  they  fettled 
their  part;  at  Roger's  death  it  came  to  Richard,  his 
fon  and  heir,  who  in  1256  fold  the  advowfon,  and 
two  acres  of  his  demefnes,  to  William  le  Maref- 
chall,  lord  of  Hingham ;  and  from  this  time  it 
paffcd  with  the  manor  of  Hingham,  till  it  came  to 
fir  Thomas  Lovell,  of  Eaft-Harling.  This  Richard 
fold  divers  parcels  of  his  manor,  which  were  erected 
into  free  tenements,  and  which  after  many  conveyances 
were  either  re-united,  or  elfe  the  rents  purchafed  off, 
and  fo  extinguifhed.  In  i  298  there  was  an  adlion 
brought  by  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Langley  againft 
Richard  for  a  rent  of  i6s.  a  year,  payable  out  of 
feveral  lands  called  Eafton-Lond,  and  upon  the  trial 
the  abbot  produced  a  deed  made  by  John  de  Eafton, 
by  which  it  appeared  that  the  faid  John  gave  to 
God  and  the  church  of  St.  Mary,  at  Langley,  and 
the  premonftratenfian  canons  ferving  God  there,  an 
annual  rent  of  fixteen  fhillings  payable  on  Lady-day, 
out  of  all  his  lands  in  Brandon,  namely,  ios.  to 
feed  a  hundred  poor  people  the  day  before  Lady- 
day,  2s.  to  find  two  wax  tapers  for  the  high  altar  of 
the  abbey  church,  and  45.  for  a  pittance,  or  aug- 
mentation of  the  dinner  in  the  abbey  on  Lady-day, 
upon  which  the  abbot  recovered. 

C  4  How 
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How  this  town  went  from  the  de  Brandons,  whe- 
ther by  fale,  or  by  their  heirefs's  marrying  a  Baconf- 
thorpc,  we  don't  find,  but  in  131  5  (ir  John  de  Ba- 
conftorpe,  of  Bacon (Ihorpe,  knt.  was  lord,  from 
which  time  it  palled  with  Bacon  ilhorpe  to  the  Hey- 
dons,  and  continued  with  it  till  fir  Chriflopher  Hey- 
don,  kut.  fold  it  about  the  1 2th  of  Elizabeth  to 
Miles  Spencer,  L.L.D.  who  the  fame  year  by  deed 
gave  it  to  Robert  Conftable,  of  Baconfthorpe,  gent, 
his  nephew,  who  by  deed  dated  March  20,  in  the 
14th  of  Elizabeth,  conveyed  a  good  part  of  the  de- 
mefnes  to  Elizabeth  Howfe,  to  be  held  by  a  free 
rent  and  fuit  of  court. 

It  afterwards  belonged  to  the  Cocks,  of  whom 
it  was  purchafed  by  Richard  Warner,  whofe  grand- 
fon,  John  Warner,  held  it  to  1702,  when  he  died, 
and  gave  the  manor  and  demefnes  thereof  (which  he 
charged  with  the  annual  payment  of  jol.  every  Can- 
dlemas-day, to  be  divided  among  the  poor  ©f  this 
parifh  for  ever)  to  his  three  aunts,  Sufanna,  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Nicholas  Tidd,  of  Wells  ;  Elizabeth,  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Sloughton,  of  Hockering ;  and  Mary, 
to  Mr.  John  Frary. 

Sufannah  left  iffue  Frances  Tidd,  who  married 
Mr.  Robert  Chad,  of  Wells,  and  had  iffue  Mr. 
Robert  Chad,  of  Wells,  who  is  now  dead,  and  his 
third  part  enjoyed  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Chad,  his 
widow. 

Elizabeth  had  iffue  Roger  Stoughton,  of  Runhall, 
who  left  his  third  part  to  John  Stoughton,  his  fon, 
who  is  lately  dead,  and  Mr.  John  Stoughton,  of 
Wymondham,  his  fon,  is  lord  of  a  third  part. 

Mary 
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Mary  left  iffue  Mary  Frary,  who  married  Mr. 
Edward  Tidd,  of  Wells,  whofe  fon,  Mr.  John 
Tidd,  was  lord  of  a  third  part. 

The  manor  is  held  at  this  day  of  Coftedey,  by 
the  rent  of  3$.  4d.  per  ann  the  quit-rents  are  i  81. 
145.  a  year,  the  fines  are  at  the  lord's  will,  the  re- 
maining demefnes  are  about  Sol.  per  ann.  The 
lord  of  CofteiTey  hath  ihe  paramountChip  of  half 
the  town,  but  the  leet  belongs  to  fir  John  Wode- 
houfe,  bart.  in  right  of  the  hundred,  who  hath, 
the  paramountfhip  of  the  other  half  of  the  town. 

The  eftate  and  manor,  charged  with  the  annual 
payment  of  lol.  every  Candlemas-day,  to  be  di- 
vided among  the  poor  of  this  parifh  for  ever  by 
John  Warner,  efq.  is  now  the  property  of  George 
Chad,  efq.  of  Thursford,  and  many  irregularities 
having  been  committed  in  ihe  parifli  accounts,  this 
valuable  bcquefl  of  the  10!  a  year  to  the  poor  has, 
by  the  great  care,  integrity,  and  vigilance,  of  the 
prcfent  worthy  reclor,  the  Rev.  Mr,  James  Baldwin, 
been  fecured,  and  all  difputes  finally  fettled,  for  the 
ufe  and  benefit  of  the  poor,  by  a  late  appeal  to  the 
juflices  at  their  quarter  feffions  at  Norwich, 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints;  when  Nor- 
wich Doomfday  book  wa,s  wrote,  the  rector  had  a 
grainge,  or  barn,  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  and 
what  is  remarkable,  there  remains  exacl  the  fame 
quantity  at  this  day;  the  whole  was  valued  then  at 
ten  marks  and  an  half,  and  it  flands  in  the  king's 
books  by  the  name  of  Brand,  alias  Brandon  Parva, 
valued  at  81.  gs.^gd.  but  being  fworn  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  4(>l.  43.  lod.  it  is  difcharged  of  firfr.- 
fruits  and  tenths,  and  is  capable  of  augmentation. 
There  were  two  guilds  kept  here.  The  parifh  raifed 

20S, 
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aos.  to  every  tenth.  The  temporals  of  the  priory  of 
Wymondham,  in  this  town,  were  taxed  at  us.  and 
thofe  of  the  priory  of  Pentney  at  545.  8d.  The 
nave,  chancel,  and  fouth  porch,  are  all  leaded,  the 
tower  is  fquare,  having  in  it  three  bells. 

There  is  a  black  marble  in  the  chancel, — For  cap- 
tain Jofeph  Monck,  who  died  June  29,  1721,  <ztat.  72, 
— and  the  arms  of  Monk,  or  Monck,  viz.  gul.  a 
chev.  between  three  lions  heads  crazed  arg.  being  the 
fame  coat  borne  by  general  Monk. 

A  ftone.  almoft  illegible,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
chancel, — For  John  Utting,  efq.  obijt  1658,  at.  76. 

Abigail  Coftivell,  widow,  gave  an  alms-houfe, 
Handing  on  the  common,  and  205.  a  year,  towards 
keeping  a  reading  fchool  in  this  parifh,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  High-houfe-farm,  which  is  now  (Blome- 
field)  owned  by  Mr.  Richard  Wright,  of  Norwich ; 
(he  was  daughter  of  fir  Arthur  Jenny,  knt.  and  wife 
of  Mr.  Richard  Coftivell,  of  this  place. 

On  the  chancel's  roof  are  the  arms  of  UfTord ;  and 
in  the  fleeple  window,  Raftings  quarters  Foliot. 

In  the  church  there  are  marbles, — For  Richard 
Warner,  gent,  of  Brandon  Parve,  who  died  December  27, 
1 684,  aged  40  years  •  and  for  his  Jon,  Richard,  who 
died  June  7,  1684,  aged  7  years. 

On  a  mural  monument  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
church; — Near  this  place  lieth  the  body  of  John  Warner, 
gent,  f on  of  Richard  Warner ,  gent,  and  Eliiabeth,  his 
wife,  who,  among  his  many  charitable  a£ls,  did,  by  his 
laji  will  and  teftamcnt,  give  to  the  poor  of  this  parijh 

ten 
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ten  pounds  a  year  for  ever ;  he  died  February    2,    1702, 
aged  2 1  years. 

In  the  wall,  under  the  monument, — Here  lyeth  the 
body  of  Richard  Warner,  ejquire,  who  deceajed  the  i  otk 
day  of  May,  A.  D.  1587. 

There  are  two  black  marbles  ;  one — For  Elizabeth, 
who  luaStjir/l,  the  pious  and  virtuous  wif'-  of  Richard 
Warner,  gent,  and  after  of  John  Frary,  gait.  Jhe  died. 
January  -2  u,  1722,  aged  66,  to  whofe  memory  her  two 
nephews,  John  Berney,  of  Weflwick,  and  Richard  Ber- 
ney,  of  Norwich,  efqrs.  placed  this  Jl  nc. — The  fecond 
is — For  John  Frary,gent.  who  died  December  26.  1716, 
aged  72,  being  buried  at  the  right  hand  of  Elizabeth, 
Woodrow,  his  Jifter,  who  died  October  12,  1734,  aged 
7  6  years. 

CARLETON-FOREHOE.  This  town  was  taxed 
as  a  re&ory  at  loos,  but  when  Doomfday-book  was 
wrote  it  was  appropriated  to  the  abbels  arid  nuns  at 
Marham,  who  had  the  reclory-houfe,  and  ten  acres 
of  laud  ;  the  vicar  had  five  acres  of  land,  and  a  year- 
ly penfion  of  eight  quarters  of  wheat  from  the  ab- 
beis's  grainge.  The  rc£lory  and  vicarage  were  valued 
together  at  eight  marks. 

The  church  was  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  who  had 
her  guild  kept  in  it.  In  1461  the  crofo  on  the  pcrke, 
or  rood  loft,  was  made ;  and  in  1429  the  black  crofs 
{landing  on  the  highway  was  repaired. 

The  vicars  were  always  collated  by  the  bifhop,  the 
nomination  being  in  the  bifhop,  and  prefemation  in 
the  abbefs  of  Marham. 

In 
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In  1437  the  abbefs  and  convent  renounced  their 
appropriation,  re-inftated  the  reclory,  and  prefemed 
to  it  till  their  diflblution  ;  and  in  1531  John  Hare, 
citizen  of  London,  prefented. 

The  re&or  in  1603  returned  fevcnty-fix  commu- 
nicants. 

This  re&Jty  was  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  5!. 
175.  id.  and  being  fworn  of  the  clear  yearly  value 
of  29!.  8d.  it  is  discharged  of  firft-fruits  and  tenths. 
The  town  paid  al.  8s.  to  each  tenth. 

In  1391  John  Sayne,  of  this  town,  gave  thirty- 
five  acres  of  land,  for  ever,  to  pay&the  king's  tenths  ; 
and  if  there  be  none  laid,  then  to  repair  the  bridge 
and  church;  this  now  belongs  to  the  town,  and  the 
revenues  were  fome  time  fnvce  applied  to  build  the 
prefent  fteeple,  which  is  a  low  one,  and  hath  only 
one  bell ;  the  church  and  chancel  arc  both  leaded, 
the  church  being  thirty-one  yards  long,  and  nine 
wide. 

Here  are  monumental  flones  to  the  family  of  Gooch, 
Lodge,  Smith,  &c. — Anna  Phyllis,  wife  cf  the  Rev. 
Benjamin  Gooch,  rettor  of  AJhiuelthorpc,  died  March  25, 
1 701,  aged  32, — and  is  buried  here. 

On  a  brafs  plate  in  the  church,  the  arms  are  im- 
perfect ; — Orate  pro  anima  Edwardi  Tyllys,  genero/i,  at* 
jus  anime  propicietur  Deus,  Amen. 

At  the  conqueft  the  manor  of  Coftefley  extended 
hither,  and  Alan  earl  of  Bretaigne,  lord  thereof,  had 
three  foe-men,  who  held  ten  acres  in  this  town, 
There  were  two  manors  here  at  the  furvey. 

GELHAM'S 
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GELHAM'S  MANOR,  or  GELHAM-HALL,  at  the  fur- 
vey belonged  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Bennet  at  Holme, 
and  was  appropriated  to  the  monks  table,  it  was 
given  them  by  their  founder,  for  ihey  had  Carltntuna 
at  the  Confeflbr  s  furvey,  as  we  find  in  Doomfday- 
book,  fol.  192. 

This  was  afterwards  granted  by  the  abbey  to  the 
de  Gelhams,  to  be  held  by  the  fervice  of  305.  a  year, 
to  be  paid  to  the  facrift  of  that  monaftery,  and  after 
the  diilblution  thereof  it  was  paid  to  the  bifhop  of 
Norwich.  It  foon  afterwards,  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward IV.  belonged  to  John  Tyllys,  of  Norwich,  who 
died  in  1490.  In  1521  Edward  Tyllys,  his  foo, 
died,  and  was  buried  in  this  church,  and  gave  los. 
to  our  Lady's  guild,  and  to  Avice,  his  wife,  eighty 
marks,  and  the  manor-houfe,  for  life  ;  and  his  manor* 
of  Carleton-hall.  and  Gelham's,  he  ordered  to  be  fold 
to  fir  Thomas  Wodehoufe,  knt.  It  feems  the  two 
manors  were  united  before  1490;  for  then  John  Tyl- 
lys was  lord  of  both. 

SOUTH-HALL,  or  CARLETON-HALL  MANOR,  be- 
longed to  Hakene  at  the  Confeffor's  furvey,  and  after 
diat  to  Stigand,  and  was  given  by  the  Conqueror  to 
earl  Ralph,  after  whofe  forfeiture  it  came  inco  the 
king's  hands  again,  and  at  the  furvey  it  was  part  oi 
Kimberley  manor,  valued  with  it,  and  farmed  by, 
Godric. 

In  the  time  of  Richard  I.  Stephen  le  Manfel  was 
lord;  and  in  1 195  Joceline  and  Richard  de  Carleton 
were  lords.  In  1242  William  de  Carleton  was  lord, 
and  had  the  leet,  and  fole  jurifdiclion  here ;  and 
after  1315  it  feems  to  belong  to  the  Beauchamps  ;  it 
afterwards  came  to  the  Tyllys's,  and  according  to. 
Edward  Tyllys's  will  was  fold  to  fir  Thomas  VVoder 

houfe, 
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houfe  by  fir  Hen.  Drury,  and  fir  John  Clere/knts.  £c. 
\vho  in  1548  confirmed  it  to  fir  Roger  Wodehoufe, 
knt.  in  whofe  family  it  ftill  continues,  fir  John  Wode- 
houfe, of  Kiraberley,  bart.  being  now  lord  and 
patron. 

The  prior  of  Wymondham  was  taxed  for  his  lands 
and  rents  in  this  town  at  1 8s.  and  had  free-warren, 
and  the  aflize  of  bread  and  ale  of  all  his  tenants 
here. 

In  1546  fir  Nicholas  Hare,  knt.  and  Robert  Hare, 
efq.  had  a  grant  of  all  the  revenues  of  the  abbey  of 
Marham,  in  Carleton,  viz.  the  patronage,  &c.  and  it 
was  fold  by  the  Haies  to  the  Wodehoufes. 

In  1555  Forehoe-hill,  in  this  town,  was  the  place 
where  the  juftices  of  peace  were  appointed  to  meet 
for  the  hundreds  of  Forehoe,  Mitford,  and  Humble- 
yard,  in  cafe  any  commotion  fhould  happen. 

In  1 749  the  Rev.  William  Armine  Storey  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  reclory  of  Carleton  Forehoe  by  the  late 
fir  Armine  Wodehoule,  bart.  of  Kimberley. 

COLTON,  or,  the  TOWN  on  the  HILL,  for  fo  we 
take  its  name  to  fignify,  was  always,  and  ftill  is,  part 
of  Coftefley  manor,  the  lord  of  Cofteffey  being  lord 
here;  there  were  two  free-men  at  the  Conqueror's 
furvey,  who  held  thirty  acres  here,  which  belonged 
to  William  earl  Warren,  which  was  all  but  what  was 
included  at  that  time. in  Gofteffey,  and  reckoned  as 
part  of  it. 

The  re<ftory  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  61. 
gs.  gd.  ob.  and  being  fworn  of  the  clear  yearly  va- 
lue of  40!.  las.  3d.  ob.  it  is  ciifcharged  of  firil-fruits 

and 
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and  tenths ;  the  advovvTon  belonged  to  CoftefTey  till 
it  was  given  from  it,  with  a  tenement  and  lands  in 
Colton,  to  the  family  firnamed  deColton;  and  in 
1223  John  de  Colton  releafed  the  advowfon,  and  con- 
firmed the  former  grant  of  it  made  by  his  anceftors, 
in  alms,  to  the  priors  of  Wymondham,  who  held  it 
as  a  vicarage,  till  the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  with  the 
confent  of  the  prior  of  Wymondham,  difappropri- 
ated  it,  on  condition  the  rectors  and  their  fucceffors 
paid  a  penfion  of  two  marks  yearly  to  the  priory ; 
but  in  i  228,  after  the  death  of  the  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, who  had  confirmed  it,  Robert  de  Nevile, 
then  re&or,  refufed  to  pay  it,  and  the  prior  entered  on 
the  church;  but  it  was  foon  agreed,  and  the  penfion 
fettled  to  be  paid,  and  William  de  Colton  releafed  all 
his  right  to  the  prior  in  the  advowfon,  which  he  fays 
his  father,  John,  gave  them,  and  the  prior  renounced 
all  his  right  in  the  appropriation  to  the  reclor,  and 
from  that  time  the  houfe  of  VVymondham  was  always 
patron  till  its  diffolution,  and  then  it  came  to  the 
king,  and  it  hath  remained  ever  fince  in  the  crown. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew ;  the  rec- 
tor had  no  houfe,  or  land ;  in  the  time  of  Edward 
III.  it  was  valued  with  the  portion  of  tithes  belong- 
ing to  Wymondham  at  fifteen  marks,  and  the  town 
paid  465.  Sd.  to  each  tenth.  There  are  now  twenty- 
two  acres  of  glebe. 

On  a  brafs  in  the  church, — Here  lielh  the  body  of 
Thomas  Spendlove.  gent,  late  chief  conjlable  of  this  hun- 
dred, who.  died  April  22,  1631,  a  tat.  45. 

The  church  is  leaded,  and  the  chancel  tiled,  the 
tower  is  fquare,  and  hath  three  bells,  the  church  is 
twenty-fix  yard?  long,  and  ten  broad. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Mary,  wife  cf  John  Pooley,  of  Morley,  gent, 
died  December  23,  1715  ; — her  arms  in  a  lozenge. 

James  Seaborne,  of  Wymondham,  gent,  died  May  13, 
1710,  fftat.  81. — Mary,  his  rclifl,  died  March  28,  i  722, 
atat.  72. 

A  mural  monument,  with  Pooley's  arms  and  creft, 

— Philip  Poo  ley,  gent.  June  17,  1715.      Beatus  Jervus 
ille,  quern  nenerit  Dominus,  (jus  invenerit  itafacienlcrn. 

A  mural  monum?nt  on  the  north  fide  of  the  chan- 
cel,— To  the  Rev.  Henry  Rix,  A.  M.  rettor  of  this,  and 
vicar  of  Dcopham,  obijt  July  25,  1728,  at.  58. 

In  the  altar, — John  Fairclough,  rector,  died  Aug.  14, 
1730,^31. 

In  the  church  are  ftones, — For  Charles  Davcney, 
gent,  Feb.  3,  1731,  <etat.  76, — and  others  of  his  fa- 
mily. 

Walter  Grey,  of  Weft  Walton,  re&or,  was  buried 
in  the  chancel  in  1426;  and  in  1549  Robert  Agges, 
of  Wvmondham,  prefented  by  grant  of  the  late 
priory  dilfolved. 

In  1603  the  re&or  returned  fixty-two  communi- 
cants in  this  parifh. 

In  1731  the  Rev.  Samuel  Carter,  A.M.  was  pre- 
fented to  the  re6tory  of  Colton  by  the  crown. 

COSSEY,  COSTISSEY,  or  COTESEIA,  that  is,  the 
gote,  or  dwelling-place  by  the  water-fide,  or  in  the 
eye,  or  ifland,  and  the  fituation  of  it  in  a  great  hole- 
by  the  liver  s  fide,  confirms  its  etymology,  fo  that 

Cottcffey 
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Cofleffey  is  the  ifland  of  cottages.  It  is  reckoned 
one  of  the  largeft  manors  in  this  county,  extending 
itfelf  into  moft  of  the  adjacent  villages,  over  which 
it  hath  the  fuperiority  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  the 
lord  of  the  hundred  hath  over  the  reft ;  it  belonged 
to  Gucrt  in  the  Confeffor's  time,  who  had  four  caru- 
cates  of  land,  a  park  for  beafts,  and  the  feveral 
towns  and  hamlets  of  Bawburgh,  Bowthorpe,  Barford, 
Eafton,  Honingham,  Wramplingham,  Brandon,  Run- 
hall,  Carleton,  Marlingford,  and  Tokethorpe,  or  at 
leaft  berewics,  or  manors,  in  thefe  towns,  belonged 
to  it ;  at  the  Conqueror's  furvey,  and  now,  it  extends 
into  thefe  and  feveral  other  villages. 

After  the  conqueft  it  fell  to  the  (hare' of  Alan  earl 
of  Richmond,  firnamed  Rufus,  or  Fergaunt,  by  rea- 
fon  of  his  red  hair,  as  Mr.  Dugdale  and  others  fay  ; 
but  it  (hould  feem  that  he  was  known  by  both  the 
names,  Rufus  fignifying  red,  and  Fergaunt,  iron- 
glove  ;  he  was  fon  of  Eudo  earl  of  Bretaigne,  in 
trance,  and  coming  over  with  duke  William  into 
England,  he  commanded  the  rear  of  his  army  in  that 
memorable  battle  near  Haftings,  where  he  behaved 
fo  bravely,  that  he  was  immediately  advanced  to  the. 
earldom  of  Richmond,  which  was  before  that  the 
honor  of  Edwin  earl  of  Mercia;  as  foon  as  he  had 
poffeffion  of  the  honor,  he  built  a  ftrong  cattle  at  his 
capital  manfion  of  Gilling,  in  Yotkfhire,  and  named 
it  Rich-Mount,  for  the  better  fafeguard  of  himfelf 
and  tenants,  againft  the  natives  who  were  difpoflefTed 
of  their  own  inheritances :  it  is  plain  he  was  a  good 
man  ;  for  he  was  much  valued  and  refpecled  by  the 
Englifa,  which  could  proceed  from  nothing  bm  his 
humane  treatment  of  them ;  he  was  the  firft  beginner 
of  the  foundation  (or  rather  reftorer)  of  that  great 
abbey  of  St.  Mary  at  York ;  he  married  Conftance, 
one  of  the  Conqueror's  daughters,  and  dying  with- 
D  ''  ottt 
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out  iffue,  was  buried  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Edmund's 
Bury,  at  the  fouth  door,  before  the  altar  of  St.  Ni- 
cholas. 

This  great  man  had  no  lefs  than  166  lordfhips  in 
Yorkfhire,  one  in  Dorfetfliire,  eight  in  Effex,  two  in 
Hampfhire,  fixty-three  in  Cambridgefbire,  and  ten 
burgages  in  Cambridge,  twelve  in  Hertfordfhire,  fe- 
ven  in  Nottinghamfhire,  101  in  Lincolnfliire,  and 
eighty-one  in  Norfolk,  of  all  which  this  was  the 
largeft,  as  appears  from  Doomftlay-book,  fol.  62 
and  63. 

At  Alan's  death  Alan  Niger,  or  Alan  the  Black,  a 
great  favorite  of  William  Rufus,  fucceeded  ;  he 
was  brother  of  Alan  the  Red,  and  died  alfo  without 
iffue,  and  was  interred  by  his  brother  at  Bury ;  he 
founded  the  cell  at  Kumburgh,  and  annexed  it  to 
St.  Mary's  abbey  at  York,  and  Stephen,  his  brother, 
inherited;  he  was  a  benefaclor  to  Bury  abbey,  to 
which  he  gave  fome  of  his  burgages  in  Cambridge, 
and  dying  in  i  i  04,  his  body  was  buried  in  the  mo- 
naftcry  at  Begar,  and  his  heart  in  St.  Mary's  at  York, 
leaving  Alan,  firnamed  the  Savage,  his  fon  and  heir. 
In  1142,  (landing  firm  to  king  Stephen,  he  manned 
Hutton  caflle,  in  Yorkfhire,  but  with  no  fuccefs ; 
and  dying' in  Bretaigne,  was  buried  at  Begar,  leaving 
by  Bertha,  his  wife,  one  of  the  heireiles  of  Conan 
le  Grofs,  eail  of  High,  or  Upper-Bretaigne,  Conan 
Fitz-Alan,  firnamed  Le  Pettit,  or  The  Little,  his  fon 
and  heir;  he  had  the  title  of  duke  of  Bretaigne  and 
earl  of  Richmond.  Upon  the  death  of  Jeffrey  earl 
of  Anjou,  (rather  to  Henry  II.)  the  city  of  Nantz. 
in  Bretaigne,  elected  Jeffrey,  fecond  fon  to  the  faid 
Jeffrey,  to  be  their  ruler ;  but  he  dying  foon  after, 
this  Conan  'having  then  the  rule  of  a  great  part  of 
that  province  of  Bretaigne,  entered  die  city  of  Nantz/, 

whereof 
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whereof  Henry  II.  being  informed,  he  forthwith, 
feized  his  earldom,  and  fo  this  manor  came  to  the 
crown,  and  Richard  de  Hadefcoe  had  a  grant  of  part 
of  it,  worth  loos,  for  life,  which  he  was  to  hold  at 
the  fourth  part  of  a  fee,  and  Henry  de  Turbevill 
obtained  the  towns  of  Cofteffey,  Col  ton,  and  Baw- 
burgh,  of  the  king,  for  a  certain  term,  paying  5!. 
per  ann.  This  earl  died  in  1171,  and  was  buried 
at  Begar,  and  is  faid  to  have  recovered  all  his  poDTef- 
fions  before  his  death ;  and,  as  Mr.  Neve  obferves, 
gave  this,  and  Honingham,  with  his  daughter  in 
marriage  to  Alan  vifcount  of  Rohan ;  but  it  is  plain 
that  Henry  II.  would  not  give  him  poffeffion  of  it  ; 
for  it  was  in  king  Richard's  hands*  when  he  came  to 
the  crown,  and  was  farmed  by  Robert  de  Mortimer, 
who  paid  35!.  per  ann.  for  it;  but  in  1190,  upon 
Alan  de  Rohan's  paying  Richard  I.  a  hundred 
pounds,  he  had  full  pofleffion  of  the  manor,  and  all 
its  appurtenances;  and  in  1199  king  John  ient  his 
writ  to  Jeffrey  Fitz-Peter,  commanding  him  to  deli- 
ver Alan  of  Rohan  all  his  lands  in  England,  as  Cof- 
teffey,  8cc.  But  the  king  referved  a  parcel  of  this 
manor,  which  was  formerly  Jordan  de  Bofco's,  which 
he  granted  to  the  faid  Robert  de  Mortimer,  and  his 
heirs. 

At  the  death  of  Alan  it  efchcated  to  the  crown, 
and  Roger  de  Molbrai,  or  Mowbray,  fecond  fon  of 
Nigel  de  Albi-ni,  obtained  a  grant  of  king  John  of 
the  manors  of  Swavcfey,  Foul  bourne,  and  Coftefley ; 
and  Adam  de  Galloway  had  a  grant  of  one  hundred 
acres  belonging  to  this  manor,  in  Stokes,  and  Coftef- 
fey.  In  1208  he  granted  to  Roger  de  Turrovifl 
D  2  great 
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tefioy,  and  king  John  gnve  it  to  William  de  Roinges,  bvt  foi  « 
term  only. 
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great  poCTeflions  in -Cofleffey,  and  Bawburgh,  to  farm 
and  take  care  of  for  him ;  and  it   is   plain  the  whole 
was  in  the  crown,  and  was  only  farmed   by    Gallo- 
tvay,  Turrovill,  and  others  ;   for  in   1216  Henry  III. 
immediately  upon  his  .acceffion.   fent   a  writ   to   the 
fheriff,  telling  him   he  had    committed  the   cuflody 
of    Cofleffey   to   Roger    la   Zouch,  during  pleafure 
only,  and  becaufe  he  had  not  a  feat  yet  made,  there- 
fore this  patent  was  fealed  with  the  feal  of  William 
Marfhall,  earl  of  Pembroke,  who  was  with  the  king 
at  Lincoln ;  and   it  appears  alfo  by  the  patent  rolls, 
that  the  king  had  given   Swavefey,  and   Foulbourne, 
formerly  belonging  to   Alan  vifcount  of  Rohan,   in 
exchange  for  land  in  Bretaigne,  of  his   inheritance, 
defcendirig  to  him  from  thofe  earls,  whofe  heir  he 
was;  and  in  1219  he  obtained  a  grant  of  the  land 
in  Bawburgh  which  William  de  Mandevile,  earl  of 
Effex,  held  during  pleafure,  as  belonging  to  Coflef- 
fey,  and  thus  Cofleffey,   and   its  members,  belonged 
to  the  crown,  being  held  by  many  perfons,  as  farm- 
ers, at  the  king's  pleafure,  till  1220,  and  then  Elea- 
nor queen    of  England,   the   king's   moiher,    had  it 
given  her  ;  in  which  year  Richard  de  Bawburgh,  and 
the  other  tenants  of  the  queen's  manor  and  honor  of 
Cofleffey,  complained  of  the  bailiffs  of  Norwich  for 
taking  toll  and  cuftom  of  them  in  the  city,  contrary 
to  the  privileges  of  the  tenants  of  Cofleffey,  who  are 
to  be  free  from  all  toll  for  the   corn  growing  on  their 
own  land,  and  for  beafls  of  their  own  breeding,  but 
for  nothing  elfe. 

In  i  24 1  the  king  by  his  fpecial  charter,  dated  May 
1,  gave  to  Peter  de  Subaudja,  or  Savoy,  uncle  to 
queen  Eleanor,  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  the  manor  of 
Swaffham,  and  the  manor  and  foe  of  Cofleffey,  in 
Norfolk;  and  in  1256  his  bailiffs  of  Cofleffey  were 
fued  for  fubtracling  the  fuiters  of  the  towns  of  Eaft 

Tuddenham, 
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Tuddcnham,  Thuxton,  Yaxham,  and  Weftfield,  from 
tli€  hundred  court  of  the  foe  to  Cofteffey,  to  which  it 
was  found  they  did  not  belong:  this  Peter,  by  his 
will,  in  1268,  gave  queen  Eleanor  the  earldom  of 
Richmond,  and  confequently  this  manor,  which  be- 
longed to  it ;  and  foon  after  it  was  fettled  on  prince 
Edward,  the  king's  fon,  who  fettled  it  on  his  mother, 
the  queen,  who  held  it  in  1274;  and  this  inquifition 
fays,  that  after  the  death  of  Alan  de  Rohan  the  bi- 
fiiop  of  Rohan  had  a  grant ;pf  it  for  life;  and  this 
year  the  bailiffs  of  Coftefley  made  the  water,  called 
Old-Eau,  the  feparate  fifhery,  which  before  was 
common  to  all  the  tenants. 

In  1279  the  queen  had  an  extent  made,  when  the 
manor  and  foe  was  worth  92!.  per  annum,  without 
the  advowfons  of  Coftefley,  BawJDurgh,  Honingham, 
Ringland,  and  the  mediety  of  Barford,  which  were 
all  given  in  alms  to  divers  religious  houfes  ;  there 
was  a  manor-houfe,  100  acres  of  land,  fix  acres  of 
meadow,  and  liberty  of  faldage  in  Honingham, 
Vhich  were  alfo  given  in  alms. 

In  1291  John  de  Britannia,  earl  of  Richmond,  pe- 
titioned the  king  to  have  Cofteffey,  by  reafon  of  the 
grant  and  furrender  of  the  earldom  of  Richmond, 
made  by  Henry  III.  to  John,  fon  of  Peter  de  Savoy, 
Jatedukeof  Richmond;  and  in  1292  Amadeus  earl 
of  Savoy  releafed  all  his  right  in  it  to  the  king,  and 
in  all  his  poffeflions  in  England. 

At  queen  Eleanor's  death  it  came  to  the  crown ; 
and  in  1312  Edward  II.  granted  it  to  fir  John  de 
Clavering,  for  life,  who  in  1312  fued  William  Hz, 
and  feventeen  others,  villains  of  his  manor  of  Cof- 
teffey, for  withdrawing  themfelves,  their  goods  and 
chattels,  out  of  his  manor,  and  dwelling  in  other 
D  3  places, 


46  HUNDREDOF 

places,  to  his  and  the  king's  prejudice;  upon  which 
a  writ  was  directed  to  force  them  to  come  and  dwell 
in  the  manor,  and  bring  all  their  goods  with  them, 
upon  execution  of  which  fix  of  them  pretended  to  be 
free-men,  and  came  to  their  trial,  and  pleaded  that 
they  came  by  their  freedom  in  this  manner,  viz.  by 
being  citizens  of  the  city  of  Norwich,  having  lived 
there,  and  paid  fcot  and  lot,  for  above  thirty  years, 
•with  the  free  citizens  there,  and  two  of  them  pleaded 
they  were  born  in  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  as  fuch 
produced  the  Conqueror's  charter,  in  which  it  was 
contained,  that  if  any  fervants,  or  villains,  lived 
without  claim  of  their  lords  (i.  e.  without  paying 
chevage,  or  a  fine  for  licence  fo  to  do)  for  a  year  and 
a  day,  in  any  of  the  king's  cities,  walled  towns,  or  in 
the  camp,  from  that  day  they  fhould  be  free-men,  and 
their  pofterity  forever;  upon  which  thefe  fix  were 
declared  free-men,  and  an  appeal  from  the  king's 
charter  was  not  admitted ;  and  two  more  pleaded 
and  obtained  their  freedom,  by  proving,  that  Ed- 
ward I.  granted  their  fathers  houses  and  lands  in 
Norwich,  to  hold  of  him  and  his  heii!>,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  city,  and  that  they  were  their  fa- 
thers heirs  ;  but  all  the  refl  were  forced  to  return  and 
live  in  villainage  under  their  lord.  In  132;  he  had 
the  hundreds  of  Loddon  and  Clavering  Holt,  Dep- 
wade,  Henftead,  North  and  South  Erping.ham,  Bio- 
field,  and  Humbleyard,  in  recompence  for  his  ba- 
rony of  Warkworth,  and  his  other  landt>,  which  he 
had  fettled  on  the  king. 

In  1529  the  king  granted  it  to  fir  Robert  de  Ufford, 
and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  for  his  |i;val  fv-rvice 
againit  Roger  Mortimer,  earl  of  March,  and  i'-r 
want  of  fuch  to  return  to  the  crown  ;  it  was  then 
worth  jool.  per  annum;  and  in  1334  the  king 
gt  anted  him  a  chaiter  for  free- warren  here,  and  in  dl 

the 
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the  lands  and  manors  belonging  to,  and  held  of  this 
manor,  and  in  all  his  lands  and  manors  in  this 
county;  he  died  in  the  4gd  of  Edward  III.  and  was 
fucceeded  by  William  de  Ufford,  earl  of  Suffolk, 
his  fon  and  heir,  whole  wife,  Ifabel,  held  this  manor 
at  the  fourth  part  of  a  fee,  and  lett  it  to  Michael 
De-la-Pole,  eatl  of  Suffolk,  for  her  life;  and  in  1384 
the  laid  Michael  obtained  a  patent  of  the  king  to 
bold  it  in  fee  to  him  and  his  heirs ;  but  he  being  af- 
terwards attainted,  it  was  granted  to  Edmund  de 
Langley,  duke  of  York,  with  Rifing-Caftle,  Laun- 
diteh,  and  South  Greenhoe  hundreds,  Hadefton-hall 
manor,  Mileham,  Beeflon  by  Mileham,  &c.  parcel 
of  the  poffeffions  of  Thomas  duke  of  Gloucefter, 
who  was  attainted,  which  duke  had  obtained  a  grant 
of  it  after  the  carl  of  Suffolk's  attainder ;  notwith- 
iianding  all  which,  at  the  death  of  Mich.  De-la-Pole, 
duke  of  Suffolk,  which  happened  in  his  banifliment 
at  Paris,  this  manor  came  to  Ifabel,  his  widow,  who 
owned  it  in  1401 ;  and  after  her  death  Michael  De- 
la-Pole  being  reftored  to  his  honor  and  eflate,  en- 
joyed the  manor,  and  was  lord  here  ;  he  died  in  1414, 
leaving  it  to  Catherine,  his  widow,  daughter  of 
Hugh  earl  of  Stafford,  at  whofe  death  it  went  to  Wil- 
liam De-la-Pole,  h^r  fecond  fon,  then  earl  of  Suf- 
folk, and  was  fettled  in  1434  on  Alice,  his  wife,  fir 
John  de  Shardelowe,  knt.  and  others,  being  truflees; 
at  her  death  John  De-la-Pole,  duke  of  Suffolk,  in- 
herited, who  fettled  it  on  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Ri- 
chard Plantagenet,  duke  of  York,  and  fifter  of  Ed- 
ward IV.  he  died  in  1491,  and  was  buried  at  Wing- 
field. 

It  afterwards  went  to  Edmund  De-la-Pole,  earl  of 

Suffolk,  who  was  beheaded  for  treafon  in  1513;  upon 

which  the  manor  came  to  the  crown,  but   had  been 

ieized  before,  during  his  imprifonment  in  the  Tower, 
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in  1510,  and  was  then  granted  by  patent  to  Thomas 
lord  Howard,  and  Ann,  his  wife,  and  the  heirs  of 
her  body,  with  Wingfield-caftle,  Stockton,  8cc.  and 
in  1511  a  fine  was  levied  between  Henry  VIII.  and 
Catherine  Courtney,  countcfs  of  Devonfhire,  one  of 
the  daughters  and  heirefles  of  Edward  IV  and  Tho- 
mas Howard,  and  Ann,  his  wife,  another  of  the 
daughters  and  heireffes  of  that  king,  whereby  the 
manors  of  Walfingham,  Bircham,  Oulton.  Bale,  Gun- 
thorpe,  and  Sharrington,  in  this  county,  were  pafled 
to  the  king,  who  granted  to  Thomas,  and  Ann,  the 
caflles  and  manors  of  Wingfield,  Sec.  in  Suffolk,  and 
Stockton,  Claxton,  Helhoughton.  and  CoflefTey  in 
Norfolk.  This  Thomas,  though  he  is  only  called  fir 
Thomas  Howard,  knt.  was  afterwards  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, and  had  iffue,  Thomas,  and  Ann,  who  both 
died  young,  fo  that  for  want  of  iffuc  of  the  body 
of  the  faid  Ann,  the  manor  reverted  to  the  crown 
at  the  duke's  death:  The  dukes  of  Suffolk  all  along 
laid  claim  to  this  manor,  but  Henry  VIII.  purchafed 
it  off,  and  was  fole  and  indifputable  lord  here,  and 
made  a  grant  of  it  to  the  lady  Ann  Cleve  for  a  term, 
after  which  it  continued  in  the  crown  till  queen  Mary 
granted  it  to  fir  Henry  Jernegan,  or  Jerningham,  her 
vice-chamberlain,  and  mailer  of  her  houfhold,  of 
which  ancient  family  take  the  following  account, 
which  is  very  different  from  all  the  pedigrees  which 
we  have  feen,  but  is  certainly  fad,  as  the  records 
here  quoted  prove. 

The  ancient  family  of  the  Jeraegans  are  feated 
here  ever  fince  the  aforefaid  giant,  and  are  a  younger 
branch  of  the  Jernegans,  of  Somerley-Town,  in  the 
ifland  of  Lothingland,  in  Suffolk;  but  that  eldeft 
branch  being  extind,  this  became  the  cldcfl  furviv- 
ing  branch,  and  fo  continues. 

Wccvcr, 
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Weever,  fol.  770,  tells  us,  this  family  hath  been 
of  exemplary  note  before  the  conqueft,  and  adds 
this  account  extracted  out  of  the  jernegan's  pedi- 
gree : 

"  Anno  M.XXX.  Canute  king  of  Denmark,  and  of 
"  England,  after  his  return  from  Rome,  brought  di- 
*'  vers  captains  and  foldiers  from  Denmark,  whereof 
**  the  greateft  part  were  chriflened  here  in  England, 
"  and  began  to  fettle  themfelves  here,  of  whom  Jer- 
41  negan,  or  Jerningham,  and  Jenhingho,  now  Jen- 
"  nings,  were  of  the  moft  efteem  with  Canute,  who 
"  gave  unto  the  faid  Jerningham  certain  royalties ; 
14  and  at  a  parliament  held  at  Oxford,  the  faid  king 
41  Canute  did  give  unto  the  faid  Jerningham  certain 
"  manors  in  Norfolk,  and  to  Jennings  certain  ma- 
"  nors  lying  upon  the  fea  fide,  near  Harwich,  in 
"  Suffolk,  in  regard  of  their  former  fervices  done  to 
"  his  father,  Swenas,  king  of  Denmark." 

That  the  above  note  may  be  in  the  pedigree  of  the 
family  we  cannot  contradict,  nor  yet  the  truth  of  it, 
though  there  are  many  things  which  feem  to  invali- 
date it;  the  pedigree,  as  commonly  received,  we  (hall 
take  no  notice  of,  but  give  one  extracted  from  au- 
thentic records,  as  they  now  remain  among  Mr.  le 
Neve's  collections. 

That  Jernegan  was  anciently  a  Chriftian-name,  a« 
the  former  uoie  obferves,  is  very  true,  as  numerous  re- 
cords prove.  In  1 195  there  was  a  fine  levied  of* 
lands  in  Edrichelton,  in  Wanvickfliire,  between  Rc-» 
ginald  de  Claverdon,  and  Gernegan,  his  brother; 
and  about  this  time  it  was  a  common  name  in  France, 
as  we  find  from  Lobmeau,  in  his  hiltory  of  Britain, 
vol.  i,  p.  105,  where  Jernegon  de  Pontchafteau,  and 
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fome  others  of  the  name,  are  mentioned ;  but  none 
of  thefe  were  of  this  family. 

The  firft  that  we  meet  with  of  this  family  was 
called  Hugh,  without  any  other  addition,  whofe  fon 
was  named  Jernegan,  and  was  always  called  Jernegan 
Fitz-Hugh,  or  the  fon  of  Hugh;  he  died  in  1182, 
and  his  widow,  Sibill,  in  1183,  paid  lool.  of  her  gift 
into  the  Exchequer:  his  fon  was  called  Hugh,  or 
Hubert,  fon  of  Jernegan,  who  gave  a  large  fum  of 
money  to  Henry  II.  and  paid  it  into  the  treafury  in 
1182.  He  firft  took  the  firname  of  Jernegan,  and 
married  Maud,  daughter  and  coheirefs  of  Thorpine 
tic  Watheby,  of  Weftmoreland ;  he  is  mentioned  by 
the  name  of  Hubert  dc  Jernegan  in  the  Black  Book 
of  the  Exchequer,  publifhed  by  Mr.  Herne,  at  Ox- 
ford, 1728,  vol.  i,  p.  301,  as  one  of  the  Suffolk 
knights  that  held  of  the  honor  of  Eye.  In  1201  he 
paid  kingjohn  sol.  fine  for  three  knight's  fees,  and 
an  hall,  which  laid  in  Yorkfhire,  and  were  held  of 
the  honor  of  Bretaigne,  and  died  in  1203;  and  the 
king  granted  the  wardfhip  of  all  his  large  poffeifions, 
and  the  marriages  of  his  wife  and  children,  to  Robert 
cle  Vetefi  Ponte,  or  Vipount,  fo  that  he  marrie  d  them 
without  difparagement  to  their  fortunes. 

Sir  Hubert  Jernegan,  of  Horham,  in  Suffolk, 
km.  his  fon,  lucceededy'  who  had  been  a  rebel 
againft  king  John,  but  on  the  acceffion  of  Henry 
III.  to  the  crown,  fubmitted  himfelf  anil  obtained 
his  pardon ;  he  had  not  recovered  all  his  eflates 
in  1229.  He  died  in  1239,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
fir  William  Jernegan,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  mar- 
ried Julian,  daughter  and  co-heircfs  of  Gimming- 
ham  of  Burnham,  and  Hugh  de  Polftead  married 
Hawife,  the  other  co  heirefs,  and  levied  a  fine  of 
all  the  Gimmingham's  eftate,  in  Burnhara,  in  the 

loth 


F    O    R    E    H    O    E.  5! 

loth  of  king  John.  He  died  young  and  without 
ifTue,  and  was  fucceeded  bv  fir  Hugh  Jernegan,  of 
Stonham  Jernegan,  knt.  his  youngeft.  brother,  God- 
frey and  Robert  being  dead,  who  in  1243  came  to 
an  agreement  with  his  mother  Margery,  and  fettled 
on  her,  in  lieu  of  the  dower  of  fir  Hubert,  her  late 
hufband,  during  her  life,  the  capital  meffuage  of 
the  manor  of  Horham,  with  the  park,  See.  and  in 
confideration  of  this  fettlement,  Margery  releafed  all 
her  right  in  dower  in  all  his  other  eftates  in  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk.  In  1249  he  had  lands  in  Hillington 
and  Congham,  in  Freebridge  hundred,  and  lived  to 
be  very  old,  for  in  1269  he  held  of  Roger  Fi(z- 
Oubourn.  or  Ofborn,  divers  lands  in  Stovenc  and 
Bugges,  for  which  he  did  homage ;  he  married  for 
his  (econd  wife  Ela,  or  Ellen,  daughter  and  co- 
hcirefs  of  fir  Thomas  de  Ingoideflhorpe,  knt.  who 
furvived  him.  After  the  death  of  his  mother  he 
fettled  fir  Walter  Jernegan,  his  fon,  in  the  manor 
of  Horham,  upon  his  marriage  with  Ifabell,  daugh- 
ter and  at  length  hcirefs  of  fir  Peter  Fuz-OIbert,  or 
Ofborn,  of  Somerley  Town,  in  Suffolk,  who  it 
feems  died  before  him,  leaving  fir  Peter  Jernegan, 
his  fon,  who  became  heir  to  his  father  and  grand- 
father, and  alfo  co  heirefs  to  the  Fitz  Ofbert's  eflate, 
in  right  of  his  mother;  and  on  a  divifion  made 
wiih  John  Noin,  Somerley-Town  was  feitled  on  fir 
Peter  Jernegan,  who  came  hither,  leaving  Horham 
and  Stonham  Jernegan,  and  SomerJey-Town  became 
the  capital  feat  of  the  Jernegan  family.  This  fir 
Peter  was  fub-efchcator  of  Suffolk  in  1283,  held 
Stonham  and  Horham  of  the  honor  of  Eye  in  i  299  ; 
in  1334  he  fold  Uggefhall  manor  and  advowfon  to 
fir  Edmund  de  Sotterlee,  knt.  and  Witlingham  and 
Hadeflon  in  1342,  he  being  then  above  feventy 
years  old,  and  it  appears  from  Eye  regifter,  fol.  98, 
b.  that  he  firft  married  Alice,  daughter  of  Hugh 

Germain. 
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Germain.  The  pedigree  fays  he  married  a  Herling 
for  his  fecond  wife,  which  feems  true  by  the  quar- 
terings  of  the  Jernegan*,  as  they  were  to  be  feen  in 
Horham  church  in  1663,  viz.  Jernegan,  Inglethorpe, 
Fitz-Ofborn,  Harling,  Mortimer,  Gonvile,  Kilve* 
don,  or  Keldon,  and  Clifton,  He  was  fucceeded  by 
fir  John  Jernegan,  fen.  his  fon  and  heir,  who  inhe- 
rited the  other  moiety  of  the  Fitz-Ofbert's  eftate,  at 
the  death  of  fir  John  Noin,  knt.  whofe  heir  he  was ; 
he  married  Jane,  daughter  of  fir  William  de  Kelve- 
don,  who  was  jointly  feifed  of  all  his  manors  of 
Somerley-Town,  Wathe,  Horham,  See.  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  happened  in  1375. 

In  1374  fir  John  Jernegan,  jun.  his  fon  and  heir, 
married  Margaret,  daughter  of  fir  Thomas  Vife-de- 
Lou,  knt.  and  his  father  then  fettled  the  advowfon 
of  Stonham-Jernegan  and  Horham  on  them  anA 
their  heirs.  Sir  Thomas  Jernegan,  knt.  of  Someri 
ley-Town,  their  fon  and  heir,  inherited,  and  in  1406 
had  a  charter  of  free-warren  in  his  eftates  in  Suf- 
folk and  in  Norfolk;  he  married  Joan,  daughter  of 
William  Appleyard,  of  Dunflon,  in  Humbleyard, 
and  had  John  Jernegan,  fen.  efq.  who  married  Ag- 
nes, daughter  of  fir  John  Darell,  of  Kent,  knt.  who 
died  before  him,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Mary's  cha- 
pel ip.the  priory  of  St.  Olave's,  at  Herringfleet,  in 
Suffolk,  (now  called  St.  Tooley's-bridge).  This  Johu 
fettled  Horham  on  John  Jernegan,  jun.  his  fon  and* 
heir,  on  his  marriage  with  Ifabel,  daughter  of  fir 
Jcrvace  Clifton,  in  1459,  whoi  he  left  Somerley- 
Town  to  his  fon,  and  went  and  fettled  at  Cove,  by 
Beccles,  where  he  lived  in  1465,  and  died  in  1474  ; 
he  was  buried  by  his  wife  in  the  aforefaid  chapel, 
where  his  progenitors  were  entombed.  He  gave 
Little-Wirlingham  manor,  which  he  lately  pur- 
chafed  of  William  Cove,  to  his  fon  Ofbert  for  life, 

and 
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and  his  manor  of  Wattle,  or  Wad-hall,  in  North- 
Cove;  and  to  John,  his  eldell  fon,  the  manors  and 
advowfons  of  Somerley-Town,  Stonham-Jernegan, 
Horham,  and  Bradwell,  and  the  foundation  (i.  e. 
advowfon)  of  the  houfe  of  St.  Olave,  belides  gifts 
to  his  three  daughters  that  were  nuns. 

At  his  death  John  Jernegan,  efq.  his  fon,  fuc- 
cceded,  and  died  in  1503  feifed  of  the  aforefaid 
manors  and  advowfons,  leaving  Edward  Jernegan, 
efq.  his  fon  and  heir,  who  was  afterwards  knighted  ; 
he  had  two  wives,  firft,  Margaret,  daughter  of  fir 
Edmund  Bedingfield,  of  Oxburgh,  in  South  Green- 
hoe,  knt.  by  whom  he  had  fir  John  Jernegan,  of 
Someriey-Town,  in  Suffolk,  knt.  who  married  Brid- 
get, daughter  of  fir  Robert  Drury,  of  Halftead,  in 
Suffolk,  knt.  from  whom  the  Jernegans,  of  Somer- 
ley-Town, in  Suffolk,  defcended.  And  for  his  fecond 
wife,  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  lord  Scroop,  of 
Bolton,  in  Yorkfhire,  and  co-heirefs  to  Stephen,  her 
brother,  who  furvived  him,  and  re-married  to  fir 
William  Kingflon,  knight  of  the  garter.  By  her  lie 
had  fir  Henry  Jernegan,  of  HuntingHeld,  knt.  the 
founder  of  the  CoReffey  family;  fir  Edward  died 
Jan.  6th,  1515,  feiied  of  the  manors  of  Horham, 
Newton,  Gorton,  Stonham-Jernegan,  Some?  ley- 
Town,  Wathe,  Loweftoft,  Ealt,  Weft,  North,  and 
South  Leet,  in  Gorlefton,  Mutford,  Afkeby,  8cc.  and 
is  faid  to  be  buried  iii  Soruerley-Town  chancel  by 
his  wife. 

Sir  Henry  Jernegan,  or  Jerningham*,  of  Hun- 
tingfield,  in  Suffolk,  eldeft  ton  and  heir  of  fir  Ed* 
ward,  by  his  iccond  wife  :  He  was  a  favorite  of 

ueen 
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that  of  Somerky^Town. 


54  HUNDRED     OF 

queen  Mafy,  being  the  firft  that  appeared  openly 
for  her,  after  the  death  of  Edward  VI.  being  with 
her  at  Kenninghall-place,  or  caftle,  and  continued 
her  trufty  friend,  for  which  fcrvices  fhe  made  him 
vice-chamberlain  and  matter  of  her  houfehold,  and 
in  1547  the  faid  queen,  and  king  Philip,  her  huf- 
band,  gave  him  "  this  manor  of  Coflefifey,  with 
the  whole  park  and  deer  therein,  with  ail  its  mem- 
bers, rights,  privileges,  and  appurtenances  in  Cof- 
tefley,  Earlham,  Bowthorpe,  Eafton,  Colton,  Mar- 
lingford,  Bawburgh,  Honingham,  Thorpe,  8cc.  in 
the  faid  county,  to  be  held  by  him  and  his  heirs  in 
capite,  by  knighfs  fervice ;"  from  which  time  it 
hath  pafled  in  a  lineal  defcent  in  this  ancient  fa- 
mily: He  manied  Mary,  daughter  of  fir  George 
Baynham,  knt.  and  died  in  i  ,71,  leaving  lady  Jer- 
negan.  his  wife,  the  eftate  for  life,  who  this  year 
was  found  to  be  poffefTed  of  it.  In  1572  Henry 
Jernegan,  efq.  their  fon  and  heir,  was  lord  of  Cof- 
tefley,  and  of  Veales,  Sileham,  Wiugfield,  and 
Loweftoft  manors,  in  Suffolk;  he  married,  firft, 
Eleanor,  daughter  of  William  lord  Dacres,  of  Gillf- 
land,  and  afier  that  Frances,  daughter  of  fir  John 
Ternegan,  of  Somerley-Town,  knt.  widow  of  Tho- 
mas Bedingfield,  efq.  In  1602  he  had  an  acl; 
paffcd  to  fell  certain  lands  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk; 
and  died  June  15,  1619,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Mar- 
garet's church,  Weflminfler. 

Henry  Jerninghan,  efq.  his  fon,  was  created  ba- 
ronet October  16,  1621  ;  he  married  Eleanor,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Throgmortpn,  of  Laughton,  in  War- 
wickfhire,  efq.  and  dying  Sept.  5,  1646,  was  buried 
at  Coftefley,  and  fucceeded  by  fir  Henry  Jernegan, 
of  Coftefiey,  bart.  his  grandfon,  (his  father,  John 
Jernegan,  efq.  dying  in  his  grandfather's  life-time, 
who  in  1619  married  a  daughter  of  fir  Francis 

MoorP 
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Moor,  of  Fawley,  bart.)  This  fir  Henry  married 
Mary,  .  daughter  of  Benedict  Hall,  of  High-Mea- 
dow, in  Gloucefterfhire,  efq.  who  left  fir  Francis 
Jernegan,  of  Cofteffey,  bart.  who  was  lord  in  1693  » 
he  married  Anne,  daughter  .of  fir  Walter  Blount, 
bart.  by  whom  he  had  feveral  children. 

Sir  John  Jerningham,  bart.  his  eldeft  fon,  fuc- 
cceded  him,  and  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  fir 
Henry  Bedingfield,  of  Oxburgh,  bart.  lifter  to  the 
late  fir  Henry  Bsdingfield,  *but  at  the  death  of 
lir  John  without  iffue,  Cofteffey,  &c.  went  to  his 
brother,  fir  George  Jernegan,  or  Jerningham,  bart. 
who  lived  to  a  very  great  age,  being  cleceafed  within 
thefe  few  years.  His  lady  was  Mary,  daughter  of 
Francis  Piowden,  efq.  of  Worcefterfhire,  by  lady 
Mary  Stafford,  fifter  to  the  late  earl  of  Stafford. 

Sir  William  Jerningham,  bart.  fucceeded  to  'the 
cflate  on  the  death  of  his  father,  the  late  fir  George, 
and  is  the  prefent  lord. 

Sir  William  has  made  very  fine  improvements  at 
the  family  feat  at  Cofteffey,  and  raifed  many  beau- 
tiful plantations,  laid  out  with  great  tafte  and  judg- 
ment, and  he  has  opened  a  view  to  Cofteffey-hail, 
upon  the  approach  from  Norwich,  which  has  a  grand 
effecl; :  the  winding  of  the  river  Wenfuin  through 
the  meadows,  and  vifible  from  all  the  plantations  to 
a  great  diftance,  forms  at  once  a  ftriking  and  de- 
lightful fcene:  In  every  new  alteration  made  at  Cof- 
teffey, fir  William  has  fhewn  an  elegance  fuperior  to 
whac  is  in  common  obferved,  and  there  is  a  diftin- 
guifhing  neatnefs  all  around  it.  The  ruins  in  the 
plantations  are  well  fancied,  and  have  a  plcafing 
erred. 

Sir 
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Sir  William  married  the  daughter  of  lord  Dillon, 
a  peer  of  Ireland,  by  whom  he  has  children.  Mf. 
Edward  Jerningham,  his  brother,  has  diftinguiftied 
himfelf  by  many  poetical  produclions  wrote  with 
great  fpirit  and  fancy. 

The  church  was  dedicated  in  honor  of  the  holy- 
king  Edmund,  and  had  three  guilds  in  it,  one  of 
St  Edmund,  another  of  St.  Mary,  and  the  third  of 
St.  John  Baptift,  and  *  portion  of  tithes  here  was 
given  by  Alen,  firnamed  the  Black  earl  of  Rich- 
mond, to  the  cell  of  monks  which  he  founded  at 
Rumburgh,  in  Suffolk,  and  with  that  cell  was  given 
by  him  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary,  at  York,  which 
was  always  patrons  of  it,  together  with  divers  fer- 
vices,  the  whole  being  valued  at  fix  marks  a  year. 

In  1282  the  abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Mary,  at 
York,  made  a  perpetual  compofition  with  the  maf- 
ters  and  brethren  of  St.  Giles's  hofpital,  at  Nor- 
wich, for  their  portion  here,  which  confided  of  two 
parts  of  the  tithes  of  the  demefne  lands  of  the  earl 
of  Bretainge,  in  Coftefley,  for  which  the  matter  and 
hofpital  was  to  pay  fix  marks  a  year  to  the  prior  of 
the  cell  at  Rumburgh,  which  was  conftantly  paid 
till  the  diffolution  of  that  cell  by  cardinal  VVolfey, 
and  in  the  aoth  of  Henry  VIII.  was  granFed  to  that 
cardinal  to  fettle  on  one  of  his  colleges  either  at 
Ipfwich,  or  Oxford. 


The  advowfon  of  the  church,  with  thofe  of 
ningham,  BawburgL,  and  the  medieiy  of  Barford, 
and  lol.  per  ann.  rent  out  of  Cofleffey  manor,  were 
given  by  Alan  de  Rohan  to  the  abbey  of  Bqn-Rcpos, 
or  de  Bona  Rtquic,  in  Bretaignc,  in  Normandy,  and 
it  was  confirmed  by  Henry  III.  in  1226,  and  foon 
after  the  abbot  of  Bon-Repos  leafed  ihe  churches 

and. 


F    O    R    E    H    O    E.  57 

and  the  advowfons  to  the  abbot  of  Sawiree,  In  Hun- 
tingdonfhirc,  viz.  Foulbournc,  All  Saints,  Fen- 
Drayton,  Cofteffey,  and  Honingham,  for  ever,  with 
all  their  revenues  there,  (except  the  i  ol.  per  annum 
out  of  Cofteffey  manor)  at  Sol.  per  annum,  and 
after  this  the  abbot  of  Sawtree,  for  a  penfion  of 
five  marks  a  year,  confirmed  and  granted  the  ad- 
vowfon  to  the  mailer  and  breihren  of  St.  Giles's 
hofpital,  in  Norwich,  who  got  it  appropriated  to 
them  before  i  280,  for  it  was  returned  to  be  held 
by  that  hofpital  appropriated  to  them,  there  being  a 
houfe  and  fixty  acres  of  land  belonging  to  it  worth 
ten  marks,  but  it  was  not  ta^ed:  it  was 'then  newly 
appropriated  ;  for  the  firft  and  only  vicar  that  was  not 
inftituted  till  September  13,  1304,  and  then  Robert 
de  Barford  was  inflituted  into  the  vicarage,  which 
was  then  to  be  affigned  and  ordained  by  the  bifhop 
at  the  prefentation  of  the  mafter  and  brethren  of 
St.  Giles's  hofpital,  in  Norwich,  who  prevailed 
with  the  bifliop,  as  patron  of  the  hofpital,  to  per- 
mit them  to  ferve  it  by  a  chaplain  removeable  at 
their  pleafure,  and  fo  there  was  no  vicarage  ai- 
figned,  and  confequemly  no  prefentation  afterwards. 
We  meet  with  the  name  of  one  reclor  only. 

In  1213  "William  de  Gray,  the  king's  chancellor, 
and  afterwards  archbifhop  of  York,  was  prelented 
to  it,  December  3,  being  prefented  to  it  by  the  king 
on  account  of  the  honor  of  Bretaigne. 

The  lol.  rent  that  belonged  to  Bon-Repos  abbey 
came  to  the  crown  with  the  revenues  of  the  aliens, 
and  was  granted  with  the  manor  to  the  De-la|Poles, 
and  was  always  taxed  at  id.  and  fo  paid  2> -s.  to 
every  tenth.  The  prior  of  Rumbutgh  always  paid 
the  tenths  of  his  portion  that  he  had  from  St.  Giles's 
hofpital  for  the  farm  of  his  portion  heie.  The  ab- 
E  bot 
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bot  of  Langley  was  taxed  at  23$.  6d.  for  his  tem- 
porals h're.  This  tovAn  always  paid  al.  los.  to 
each  tenth. 

At  the  difTolution  the  impropriation  went  with 
St.  Giles's  hofpital,  which  was  refounded,  and  was 
given  to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Norwich, 
who  now  hold  it  as  belonging  to  the  hofpital,  it 
tfeing  a  donative  in  their  gift,  the  curate  being  paid 
4.0!.  per  ami.  for  ferving  it. 

In  the  anfvvers  of  the  parfons  in  1 603  Thomas 
Cleybourne,  clerk,  was  curate,  and  there  were  176 
communicants,  the  benefice  was  returned  to  be  im- 
propriate,  but  was  endowed  with  a  manfion-houfe, 
(now  in  decay)  and  was  called  a  donative,  the  impro- 
priation belonged  to  the  hofpital  at  Norwich,  and 
was  leafed  to  the  curate. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  John  Burcham,  reclor  of  St.  Si- 
mon's, Norwich,  is  the  prefent  curate,  being  pre- 
fented  in  1735. 

The  church  confifts  of  a  nave  only,  which  is 
leaded,  the  chancel  is  thatched  ;  on  the  fcreens  are 
t,he  arms  of  Jerningham  carved ;  on  a  north  chan- 
cel window  are  the  arms  of  Ufford,  and  an  emblem 
of  the  Trinity. 

There  are  grave-ftones  in  the  chancel,— 'For  Charles 
Waldegrave,  of  Cation,  gent.  July  i  7,  1685. 

Sir  Henry  Waldegrave,  I  art.  of  Stanninghall,  October 
10,  1658,  aged  60. 

Frances 
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Frances  Layer,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Layer,  of  Booton, 
efq.  and  eldejl  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Waldegravc,  of 
Stanninghall,  knt.  March  26,  1629. 

Elizabeth  Englefield,  March  16,,  1705,  aged  70. 

Martka,  wife  of  John  Hyrne,  gent.  December  6,  1698, 
#tat.  60. 

Martha,  wife  of  John  Turner,  daughter  of  John 
Hyrne,  of  CcJleJJey,  Jan.  5,  1696,  aged  20  years. 

By  the  chancel  door, — Thomas  Pargitert  anno  Dm'. 
1521. 

In  the  middle  aile, — Ann  Browne  obijt  June  28, 
1642. 

4 

William  Wood,  fen.  died  in  1533.' 

John  Hyrne,  of  Coflejfcy,  gent.  February  28,  1689, 
4tat.  65. 

Frances,  wife  of  Henry  Jernegan,  efq.  buried  in 
1615. 

John  Wddgrave,  gent,  buried  March  4,  1616. 

Sir  Henry  Jernegan,  baronet,  buried  September  4, 
1646. 

In  this  church  are  memorials  of  feveral  other  per- 
fons  of  lefs  note. 

Coffey,  or  Coftcfley,  is  a  large  and  populous  vil- 
lage,   fituated  between  the  river    Wenfum    and  a 
brook  which  runs  clofe  by  the  hall,  and  influxes  with 
E  2  that 
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that  river  above  Hellefdon-mill.  The  country  here- 
abouts is  finely  broke  into  a  romantic  vale,  the  gentle 
afcent  on  each  fide  of  which  is  beautifully  doted 
with  wood.  A  flow,  but  clear  brook,  meanders  thro' 
one  of  the  beft  imagined  parks  in  Norfolk.  The 
hall  ho'ufe  of  Coftelley  is  an  ancient  and  mean  build- 
ing, but  the  pleafure  grounds  and  other  late  improve- 
ments about  it  are  incomparably  brilliant ;  in  fhort, 
its  vicinity  to  Norwich,  (four  miles)  the  features  of 
the  country,  and  vaft  improvements  lately  made, 
renders  CofleiTey  one  of  the  moft  delightful  feats  in 
nature. 

COSTON,  or  CORSTON,  commonly  called  Cofon, 
is  a  fmall  village  in  this  hundred,  of  which  we  find 
no  mention  in  Doomfday-book,  by  the  name  of  Cor- 
fton,  but  take  it  to  be  that  town  in  the  furvey  called 
Appethorp.  which  belonged  to  Alfere,  a  free-man,  in 
the  Confeflbr's  time,  and  was  given  by  the  Conqueror 
to  Robert  the  Archer,  it  being  the  only  eftate  he  had 
in  this  county;  it  was  then  worth  325.  and  was  four 
fui longs  long,  and  two  broad,  and  paid  jjd.  gelt. 

It  feems  it  afterwards  came  to  the  Albanys  ;  for  the 
regifler  of  \Vymondham  fays,  that  William  de  Al- 
bany, the  founder,  confirmed  the  gift  of  this  ad- 
vowfon  made  by  John  Rothawe  to  that  monaftery, 
by  which  it  feems  that  the  town  was  infeoffed  in 
either  the  Rothawes,  or  fome  other  family  that  they 
had  it  of,  by  the  Albanys ;  and  after  this  the  bifhop 
of  Norwich  inftituted  to  the  re6lory  on  the  prior's 
prcfentation,  which  was  dated  at  Thetford,  1221. 
How  it  happened  we  know  not,  but  it  was  foon  af- 
ter releafed  by  the  prior,  and  joined  to  the  manor 
again,  and  lo  continued  till  1267,  when  Robert  le 
Burfer,  of  London,  lord  here,  levied  a  fine,  and  fet- 
tled it  on  Roger  de  Skeining,  bifhop  of  Norwich, 

•  and 
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.and  Alan  de  Frcfion,  archdeacon  of  Norfolk,  in 
which  the  bifhop  acknowledged  that  it  belonged  to 
his  church  of  Norwich,  as  for  ever  confolidated  and 
appropriated  to  the  archdeaconi  y,  fo  that  they  can 
never  be  feparated,  or  aliened ;  and  for  this  fettle- 
mem  they  gave  Robert  405.  and  an  acknowledgement 
that  they  had  no  claim  in  his  manor.  It  afterwards 
was  divided  into  many  parts;  for  in  1315,  the  J\ro- 
minaVillarum  tells  us,  that  fir  John  de  Clavering, 
Walter  de  Barnham,  Richard  Birks,  John  Ode,  Ifa- 
bel  Quitwell,  William  de  Stokefby,  Robert  de  Writh- 
ftead,  William  de  Carleton,  the  prior  of  Weftacre, 
Peter  de  Runhall,  the  matter  of  Carbrook  hofpital. 
fir  Conftantine  de  Mortimer,  the  prior  of  Wymond- 
ham,  and  John  le  Marflial,  were  lords  here,  or  had 
manors  that  extended  into  this  town. 

In  1285  there  were  two  manors,  one  called  Cor- 
fton,  the  other  Bayfield,  from  John  de  Bayfield,  lord 
thereof,  who  left  it  to  Joan,  his  wife,  and  at  her  death 
to  Agnes,  Katherine,  and  Mabel,  their  daughters  ,* 
[fabel,  their  daughter,  married  Hervey  de  Sianhowe, 
and  'had  a  meiluage,  twenty-three  acres,  and  IDS. 
quit-rent  for  her.  part;  but  notwithftanding  this  divi- 
fion,  in  1396  the  whole  was  united  again,  arid  John 
Blith,  an  cJut-law,  was  lord;  it  afterwards  was  joined 
to  the  other  manor,  which  after  divers  purchafes  came 
to  the  Brownes,  by  which  family  they  were  again  di- 
vided. In  15/2  Thomas  Browne,  yeoman,  was  lord 
of  Corftan,  and  Miles  Browne,  yeoman,  was  lord 
of  Bayfield,  in  Cordon,  which  were  afterwards  pur- 
chafed  by  the  Wodehoufes,  and  at  prefcnt  fir  John 
Wodehoufe,  bart.  of  Kimberley,  is  lord  of  the 
whole  town,  and  hath  the  fole  paramo untfhip.  in 
right  of  the  leet  which  belongs  to  his  hundred  of 
Forehoe. 

£3  The 
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The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  was  va- 
lued at  two  marks,  but  is  not  in  the  king's  books, 
it  being  an  exempt  belonging  to  the  archdeacon  of 
Norfolk,  ever  fince  its  appropriation  and  anne£lion  to 
the  archdeaconry,  in  1267;  it  pays  no  fynodals, 
procurations,  nor  carvage,  and  acknowledges  no  vi- 
fitor  but  its  reclor,  the  archdeacon.  In  the  time  of 
Edward  III.  it  became  the  archdeacon's  country  feat, 
there  being  a  good  houfe,  toft,  and  fix  acres  of  land. 
In  1362  William  de  Blith  obtained  a  patent  to  en- 
large his  houfe  here,  and  a  licence  of  mortmain  to 
fettle  an  acre  of  land  on  his  church.  In  1373,  at 
his  death,  the  bifhop  collated  matter  Robert  de  Frees, 
prieft,  to  the  archdeaconry  of  Norfolk,  with  the 
church  of  Corfton  annexed  ;  fo  that  we  need  mention 
no  more  of  its  re&ors,  but  refer  you  to  Mr.  Blome- 
field's  lift  of  the  archdeacons  of  Norfolk.  The  late 
Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Salter,  as  archdeacon,  enjoyed  it. 
The  Rev.  William  Armine  Storey  now  holds  it. 

It  appears  that  during  the  archdeacon's  refidence 
here,  which  was  till  afier  1600,  they  ferved  the 
church  them felves ;  but  ever  fince  they  found  a  cu- 
rate, who  ferves  here  once  a  fortnight. 

The  whole  town  paid  but  145.  to  each  tenth;  the 
t«HQporals  of  Wymondham  priory  were  taxed  at  i6d. 
Norwich  at  1 2d.  and  Weflacre  at  i  id. 

The  chief  of  the  land  in  this  parifh  was  owned 
by  Mr.  Scott,  of  Aylfham. 

The  churclf  and  chancel  are  leaded,  the  fouth 
porch  tiled,  there  is  a  fquare  tower  and  one  bell,  but 
no  memorial  of  any  kind,  fave  a  large  difrubed  flone, 
having  loft  an  effigy  and  two  fhields :  whether  this 
was  laid  over  fome  archdeacon  buried  here,  for  the 
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effigy  fecms  to  have  been  in  a  prieft's  habit,  or  over 
John  Fofter,  of  this  town.  gent,  who  was  buried  in 
1556,  we  cannot  fay. 

CROWNTHORPE,  wrote  in  Doomfday-book 
Congrethorp,  and  Cronkethorp. — Crungeihorp,  or 
Crownthorpe  church,  is  dedicated  to  St.  James,  and 
had  a  guild  to  his  honor  in  it ;  it  was  valued  at  fix 
marks  and  an  half ;  the  rcclor  had  a  houfe  and  eigh- 
teen acres  of  land,  and  William  de  Crungethorp  was 
patron.  There  is  now  a  houfe  and  twenty-one  acres 
one  rood  of  glebe,  as  the  Terrier  fays,  and  there  was 
a  conftant  light  in  the  church  before  St.  Mary's 
image. 

The  reel ory  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  4!. 
12S.  6d.  and  being  fworn  of  the  clear  yearly  value 
of  30!.  33.  4d.  it  is  difcharged  of  firft-fruits  and 
tenths.  The  temporals  of  the  prior  of  Norwich 
were  taxed  at  13d.  thofe  of  the  prior  of  Wymond- 
hara  at  i  id.  ob.  and  the  parifh  raifed  il.  45.  4d.  to 
every  tenth. 

In  1603  the  reclor  returned  thirty-fix  communicants 
in  this  parifh. 

The  church  and  chancel  are  of  an  equal  height, 
and  are  thatched,  there  are  no  ailes,  the  tower  is 
fquare,  and  hath  only  one  bell.  We  found  nothing 
in  this  church,  fave  fome  old  ftones  without  in- 
fcriptions. 

The  ancient  feat  of  the  Windhams  was  in  this 
town,  but  there  are  now  no  remains  of  it. 

The  whole  town,   except  twenty  acres,  which  be- 
longed to  the  manor  of  Bowthorpe,  and  another  par- 
E  4  eel, 
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eel,  which  belonged  to  the  manor  of  Coftefley,  was 
the  cftate  of  Siigand,  of  whom  Colman  held  it  at 
the  Confeffor's  furvey;  at  the  conqueft  it  came  to 
Ralph  Beaufo,  of  whom  Richard  (whofe  poftevity  af- 
fumcd  the  name  of  Crownthorpe)  held  it;  it  was 
then  worth  305.  and  was  three  furlongs  long,  and 
two  broad,  and  paid  ~jd.  q  gelt. 

It  continued  in  the  Crownthorpe  family  many  ages, 
held  at  half  a  fee  of  the  heirs  of  Giles  de  Wachef- 
ham,  who  held  it  of  the  manor  of  Hocketing. 

In  1283  fir  William  de  Crungethorp  was  lord  and 
patron,  and  had  waif  allowed  him.  In  1291  he 
brought  an  action  againit  fir  Nicholas  de  Stutevill^, 
lord  of  Kimberley,  for  right  of  commonage  in  Kim- 
betley,  for  his  tenements  in  Crownthorpe ;  upon 
which  Stuteville  anfvvered,  that  there  could  be  no 
light  of  inter-commonage,  the  two  towns  belonging 
to  different  baionies,  Kimberley  being  held  of  the 
barony  of  Gurnay,  and  Crownthorpe  of  the  barony 
of  Wormegay. 

In  1401  Thomas  de  Halys,  or  Hales,  held  the 
manor  and  advowfon  of  lady  Felbrigg,  late  wife  of 
George  Felbrigg,  at  two  quarters  of  a  fee,  as  of  the 
manors  of  Hockering,  which  manor  Thomas  lord 
Morley  held  of  the  king,  as  parcel  of  the  barony  of 
Rhye  ;  he  left  William  Hales,  of  Wells,  his  f.--n  and 
heir,  who  purchafed  the  advowfon  the  manor  of 
Cutfon's,  and  the  manor  of  Gelham's,  in  thii>  town, 
and  having  united  them  in  1436,  fold  them,  with 
the  confent  of  Margaret,  his  wife,  to  John  Wind- 
ham,  of  Crownthorpe,  efq.  and  his  heirs,  and  levied 
a  fine  accordingly  ;  and  foon  after  William  Rook- 
wood,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  releafed  ail  their 
right  in  one  of  the  manors  to  the  faid  John;  and  in 
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1475,  by  his  will,  he  gave  the  whole  to  John  Wind- 
ham,  jun  his  fon,  conftituting  fir  John  Wingfield, 
knt.  and  others,  his  truftees.  In  14.66,  upon  John 
Windham's  marriage  with  Margaret,  daughter  of  fir 
John  Howard,  afterwards  duke  of  Norfolk,  it  was 
fettled  on  them  and  their  iffue,  in  which  it  hath  ever 
fince  continued,  it  having  patted  along  with  the  chief 
feat  of  the  VVindhams,  at  Felbrigg,  and  at  prefent 
remains  with  it.  William  Windham,  of  Felbrigg,  efq. 
F.  R.  S.  being  now  lord. 

GELHAM'S  MANOR  was  held  at  the  eighth  part  of  a 
fee  (being  a  fmall  manor)  of  the  Crungethorp's,  who 
held  it  of  Hockering,  and  was  a  part  of  the  manor  of 
Crownthorpe,  granted  by  the  Crungethorps  in  the 
time  of  Henry  III.  to  John  de  Gelham. 

In  1356  William  de  Newton,  and  Elizabeth,  his 
wife,  one  of  the  fix  daughters  and  coheiress  of 
Thomas  de  Gelham,  of  Derfmgbam,  had  a  fixth 
pan ;  and  had  allo  three  of  her  filters  fixth  parts  con- 
veyed to  them. 

In  1404  James  (Atte-Haugh)  of  Wicklewood,  and 
William  of  Carleton-Forehoe,  were  lords  and  pa- 
trons ;  and  in  1432  Alexander  Mafon,  who  with  his 
feoffees  fold  the  advowfon,  Gelham-hali  manor,  and 
Curfon's  manor,  to  John  Windham,  efq.  who  united 
them  to  Crowmhorpe  manor,  from  which  they  had 
been  at  firft  fevered. 

We  find  no  record,  or  evidences,  of  Curfon's  ma- 
nor, it  being  an  exceeding  fmall  one,  no  doubt  but 
it  received  its  name  from  its  owners  ;  but  how,  or 
when,  it  fell  into  Gelham's,  we  cannot  fay. 

In 
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In  1 755  the  Rev.  William  Dobyns  Humphrey  was 
prefented  to  ihe  reclory  of  Crownthorpe  by  the  late 
William  Windham,  efq.  of  Felbrigg. 

DEEPHAM,  DEPEHAM,  DEOPHAM,  or  DEPHAM, 
wrote  in  Doomfday-book  Diepham,  is  fo  called  from 
deop,  deep,  and  dam,  a  village,  that  is,  the  deep,  or 
miry  village.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeffor 
great  part  of  the  town  was  owned  by  one  Lewin,  a 
free-man,  it  being  then  a  very  confiderable  manor, 
but  was  much  increafed  by  the  Conqueror's  adding 
fix  free-men,  which  Eudo  held,  and  their  lands  and 
fervices,  all  which  he  gave  to  Ralph  de  Beaufo,  who 
Jett  the  manor  for  12!.  but  was  forced  to  reduce  it  to 
81.  1  <)$.  the  foe,  or  fupcrior  jurifdiclion  of  it,  belong- 
ed to  Hingham.  The  town  was  then  ten  furlongs 
long,  and  fix  broad,  and  paid  iyd.  3q.  gelt. 

The  whole  of  this  manor  continued  in  the  defcend- 
ents^of  Ralph  de  Beau  foe,  and  was  carried  by  Agnes 
de  Beaufoe  to  her  hufband,  Henry  de  Rya,  or  Rhye, 
lord  of  Hingham,  who  in  1  146  gave  two  parts  of  the 
manor  and  advowfon  to  the  monks  of  Chrift-church, 
in  Canterbury,  and  put  them  in  poffeffipn  by  offer- 
ins;  his  knife  at  the  high-altar  there,  in  the  prefence 
of  Theobald  the  archbifhop,  Walter  the  prior,  and 
many  others ;  and  for  this  he  was  received  into  their 
fraternity,  and  made  partaker  of  their  devotions  in 
ar,  ample  a  manner  as  any  of  their  domeftic  brethren. 
This  donation  was  confirmed  by  king  Stephen,  Henry 
II.  and  ieveral  fucceeding  kings.  Edward  II.  grant- 
ed them  a  charter  for  free-warren  here,  which  was 
the  only  liberty  that  the  monks  ever  enjoyed  in  this 
town,  except  that  of  the  leet  and  paramountfhip  of 
their  own  manor,  which  the  donor  gave  them,  he 
being  then  lord  of  the  hundred,  though  in  the  afore- 
faid  king's  reign  they  would  have  claimed  feveral 

other 
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other  immunities  to  belong  to  this  place;  but  upon  a 
quo  warranto  brought,  they  had  nothing  allowed  but 
their  leet,  to  which  belonged  the  affize  of  "bread  and 
ale  of  their  own  tenants  and  free-warren  ;  and  fince 
that  time  they  never  claimed  any  further  exemption. 
On  the  diflTolution  Henry  VIII.  fettled  it  on  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  Canterbury,  with  the  impropriation, 
and  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  all  which  that 
church  hath  enjoyed  ever  fince.  Mr.  Johft  Amyas, 
of  Hingham,  had  it  by  leafe  from  them  ;  they  were 
taxed  for  their  temporals  at  81  8s.  4d.  ob.  and  for 
their  fpirituals  at  fixteen  marks.  It  appears  from. 
king  Stephen's  charter  of  confirmation,  that  Hubert 
,  dc  Rhye,  caftellan,  or  governor  of  Norwich  cartie, 
gave  upon  his  death-bed  the  manor  and  advowfon  of 
Muche-Berdeftuna,  or  Mulbarton,  inftead  of  which, 
his  fon,  Henry,  gave  them  Deepham,  by  their  own 
defire :  all  ihe  feodaries  tell  us,  that  the  prior  held 
this  manor  here  at  a  quarter  of  a  fee,  of  the  manor 
of  Hingham,  as  parcel  of  the  barony  of  Rhye,  in 
Frank  Almvignc. 

BLOMEVILE'S  MANOR  was  in  two  parts;  the  firfl 
contained  the  third  part  of  Henry  dc  Rhye's  manor, 
and  the  third  part  of  the  advowfon,  which  the  faid 
Henry  gave  to  William  de  Blundevile,  or  Biomevile, 
whole  fon,  Richaid,  gave  his  third  of  the  advowfon 
in  1226  to  the  monks  of  Canterbury;  this  William, 
brother  to  the  biihop,  was  of  Newton-l'lotman,  where 
the  family  continued  many  ages ;  the  faid  William 
held  it  at  a  quarter  of  a  lee  of  Hingham :  the  other 
part  belonged  to  the  Wachefljaras;  and  in  1227  was 
conveyed  by  Giles  de  Wachefham  to  Alan  de  Crep- 
ing,  who  was  to  hold  it  half  a  fee  of  the  faid  Giles 
and  his  heirs,  who  held  it  ©f  Hockering,  as  parcel 
of  the  barony  of  Rhye.  In  1260  William  de  Bloine- 
vile  had  the  Blomeviles  part,  to  whom  Hugh  de 
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Creping  conveyed  his  half  fee.  which  ever  after  re- 
tained his  name.  In  1345  Ralph  Bokyng  held  it  in 
right  of  his  wife,  it  being  her  dower,  of  the  inheri- 
tance of  William  Blomevile.  Richard  Blundevile 
died  lord  about  1503;  it  was  afterwards  fold  in  rever- 
Ifon  to  Roger  Wodehoufe,  efq.  for  in  1572  Henry 
Richers,  efq.  was  lord  during  his  wife's  life,  who  it 
feeras  died  in  or  about  1578,  and  then  Roger  occurs 
lord,  from  which  time  it  hath  gone  in  that  family,  fir 
John  Wodehoufe,  bart.  being  now  lord. 

RIFLEY'S,  EASTHALL,  or  CROSSE'S  MANOR,  at  the 
fur vey  belonged  to  William  earl  Warren,  and  patted 
from  that  family  to  lord  Bardolph,  of  Wormegay, 
of  whom  it  was  always  held  at  a  quarter  of  a  fee. 
In  the  furvey  of  the  honor  of  Wormegay,  made  in 
the  time  of  Edward  III.  it  appears,  that  the  Bar- 
dolphs  infeoffed  fir  Neel,  or  Nigel  de  Rifley,  who 
gave  a  meffuage,  forty  acres  of  land,  and  the  fervices 
of  feverai  tenants  here,  with  the  advowfon  of  St. 
Andrew's  church,  in  Wicklewood,  to  the  prior  and 
convent  of  Broomholme,  who  fold  them  to  Richard 
JStarcolf,  and  his  heirs;  and  foon  after,  1330,  the 
fervices  were  fold  off  to  the  tenants,  except  thofe  that 
the  prior  referved,  for  which  Broomholme  convent 
\vas  taxed  at  gs.  8d.  There  was  another  part  which 
William  de  Ellingham  held,  which  in  1282  belonged 
to  Robert  de  Baconflhorpe,  it  being  then  called  Eaft- 
hall  manor.  In  1345  thefe  parts  were  feparate  ;  but 
in  1355  they  were  joined, John  Atte-Crofle  purchafing 
Eafthall  of  James  de  Baconfthorpe.  In  1447  John 
Crofle,  of  Deepham,  efq.  lived  here.  Wemeet,with 
no  more  mention  of  it  till  about  1464,  and  then  Ca- 
therine, relict  of  William  Goodered,  (or  Goddard) 
of  Middleton,  late  one  of  the  king's  juftices,  gave 
this  manor  to  be  fold  after  her  death ;  this  lady  was  a 
great  promoter  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  noble  church 

of 
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of  Walpole  St.  Peter,  in  the  hundred  of  Marfhland, 
in  the  windows  of  which  her  effigy  is  placed.  Jn 
1510  fir  James  Hobart  had  it ;  and  in  1553  ta^Y  Ann 
Hobart,  of  Deepham,  widow,  late  wife  of  fir  Walter 
Hobart,  of  Morley,  knt.  was  buried  in  St.  Butolph's 
chancel  at  Morley,  and  had  an  intereft  in  this  manor 
in  her  life-time. 

ROBERT'S,  alias  KNAPELE'S  MANOR.  We  find  that 
Robert  Fitz-Richard  had  it  in  the  time  of  Richard  I, 
from  whom  it  might  take  its  name.  Laurence  de 
Reppes  owned  it  in  1315,  and  had  it  of  the  inherit- 
ance of  Joan,  his  wife,  it  being  held  in  foccage  of 
the  prior  of  Canterbury's  manor  of  Deepham,  by  the 
rent  of  135.  4d.  and  was  then  worth  5!.  per  an».  he 
died  in  1322,  and  left  it,  with Northrcpps,  and  Eding- 
thorpe  manors,  to  his  two  daughters  and  heirefles, 
Sibill,  wife  of  Robert  de  Reppes,  and  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Thomas  de  Wilby.  In  1618  John  Pepys,  gent, 
and  Robert  Jaques,  gent,  fold  it  to  Henry  Pannet, 
and  Calibut  Walpole,  efqrs. 

Two  parts  of  the  advowfon  were  given,  as  before 
obferved,  by  Henry  dc  Rhye,  in  1 146,  to  the  monks 
of  Canterbury,  to  whom  it  was  immediately  appro- 
priated by  the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  (with  the  church 
of  Tofts]  and  a  vicarage  endowed,  and  Robert,  the 
firfl  vicar,  agreed  to  pay  a  penfion  of  two  marks  a 
year  out  of  his  vicarage  to  the  monks. 

In  1226  Richard  Blomevile  gave  his  third  part  of 
the  advowfon  to  the  monks,  for  the  fufttnance  of 
Changers  and  poor  people  that  vifited  the  fhrine  of 
St.  Thomas  the  Martyr,  at  Canteibury,  on  his  own 
day,  on  condition  there  be  a  vicar  appointed,  to  be 
preferred  by  the  monks,  by  the  bifhop's  advice, 
whole  ftipend  fliould  not  be  lefs  than  ten  marks  a 
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year  ;  and  alfo  that  the  church  of  Canterbury  claim- 
ed no  exemption,  but  acknowledged  this  church  to 
belong,  as  to  all  ecclefiailical  jurifdiclion,  to  the  fee 
of  Norwich;  and  in  1227  Richard  de  Sybeton,  of- 
ficial to  the  archdeacon  of  Sudbury,  fummoned  a 
jury  of  thirteen  laymen,  and  twelve  clergy,  to  fettle 
this  vicarage,  which  they  did  in  the  following  man- 
ner:  "  the  vicar  to  have  all  the  altcrage,  (i.  e.  fmall 
tithes)  which  was  then  worth  fix  marks  a  year,  and 
half  the  great  tithes  of  Tweyifield,  in  Deepham,  and 
all  the  great  tithes  of  Somerfcrofifield,  which  con- 
tained feven  acres  except  two  parts  of  the  tithes  of 
feven  acres  in  Tweytfield,  which  belonged  to  the 
prior  of  Norwich ;"  the  tithes  were  then  worth  three 
marks,  2s.  Sd.  a  year,  and  two  acres  of  land  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  church-yard,  with  the  prior's  meffuagc 
upon  it,  for  a  vicarage-houfe,  the  faid  houfe  and 
land  being  of  the  prior's  lay-fee ;  and  three  acres  of 
the  glebe  land,  lying  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church, 
worth  6s.  per  ann.  i6s.  of  the  yearly  quit-rents  of 
the  prior's  manor,  to  be  paid  by  the  prior ;  fo  that 
the  whole  of  the  endowment,  which  was  to  be  ten 
marks  a  year,  was  afligned  at  twelve  marks  and  4d. 
for  which  overplus  the  vicar  was  to  pay  all  fynodals, 
&c.  the  vicar  was  alfo  to  have  free  liberty  of  com- 
monage on  all  the  commons  of  Deepham,  belonging 
to  the  prioi's  manor  there;  and  now  all  things  being 
fettled,  in  1235  the  bifliop  and  his  chapter  gave 
their  confent,  and  there  was  a  bull  obtained  from 
pope  Gregory  IX.  confirming  the  whole. 

Hubert  de  Rhye,  caftellan  of  Norwich,  gave  a 
portion  of  tithes  here  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  the 
cathedral  at  Norwich,  which  king  Stephen  confirm- 
ed. This  portion  was  appropriated  to  the  cellarer 
of  the  monaftery,  for  which  he  was  taxed  at  245. 

The 
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The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew;  when 
Norwich  Doomfday-book  was  made  the  reclor  had  a 
houfe,  manor,  and  carneate  of  land;  the  vicar  had  a 
houfe  and  three  acres  of  land  ;  the  vicarage  Was  va- 
lued at  fix  marks,  but  was  not  taxed  ;  it  is  valued  in 
the  king's  books  at  5!.  ys.  i  id.  and  being  fworn  of 
the  clear  yearly  value  of  igl.  gs.  led.  it  is  difcharged 
of  firft-fruits  and  tenths;  and  in  ryig,  Jan.  3,  was 
augmented  by  the  governors  of  queen  Anne's  bounty, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Rix,  vicar,  giving  200!.  to  its  augmen- 
tation. This  town  paid  5!,  to  each  tenth.  In  1718, 
augmentation  400}. 

In  1210  there  was  an  agreement  between  the  prior 
of  Norwich,  and  the  vicar,  for  the  two  garbs  of  the 
tithes  of  the  demefnes  of  Hubert  de  Rhye,  and  the 
two  parts  of  the  fmall  tithes ;  for  all  which  the  vicar 
ufed  to  pay  6s.  and  now  was  to  pay  gs.  per  ann. 

In  1227  the  convent  of  Canterbury  bound  thcm- 
felves  to  the  prior  of  Norwich  to  pay  the  cellarer  year- 
ly 243.  for  the  tithe  corn  of  their  portion.  , 

Here  were  four  guilds.  The  fouth  chapel  at  the 
eaft  end:of  the  fouth  aile  was  the  Affmnption  chapel, 
in  which  that  guild  was  kept:  and  thefe  arms  were  in 
the  windows  of  that  chapel,  viz.  Marfhall,  Shekon, 
Blomevile,  (to  whofe  manor  the  chapel  belonged) 
and  Wood. 

The  chapel  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  north  aile  was  St. 
John  BaptifVs,  and  in  it  his  guild  was  kept";  in  th« 
windows  here  were  the  arms  of  Coggefhall,  Ufford, 
Broome,  Stafford,  Verdon,  Morley,  Calthorpe,  and 
Tiptoft  quartering  Harltng,  with  an  efcutcheon  of 
pretence  of  Gonvile.  There  were  alfo  the  arms  of 
jBourehier. 

The 
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The  arras  of  Canterbury,  impaling  the  arms  of 
Thomas  Goldftone,  prior  of  Canterbury,  who  died 
in  1517,  in  whofe  time  this  church  was  repaired  and 
beautified.  Several  arms  are  carved  on  the  fteeplc 
and  buttreCTes. 

The  church  is  a  good  fabric,  having  a  large  tower 
and  five  bells.  The  villa  lies  between  Hingham  and 
Wymondham, 

In  1760  the  Rev.  John  Buck  was  prefemed  to  the 
vicarage  of  Deepham  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Canterbury,  p.j. 

In  1465  John  Walter,  fen.  was  butied  in  the 
church,  and  gave  a  good  eflate  which  he  owned  here 
to  Richard,  his  Ion. 

In  1382  Thomas  de  Flitcham  aliened  lands  here 
to  Flitcham  priory. 

There  was  a  very  ancient  family,  firnamed  of 
Deepham ;  Godwin  of  Deepham  had  lands  here  in 
1198,  and  fir  Stephen  de  Deepham,  km  who  lived 
in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  bore  arg.  on  a  fefs,  gul.  3 
lions  paffant  gardant  or. 

This  village,  fays  Mr.  Blomefield,  was  famous  for 
a  linden  tree  ef  a  vail  bignefs ;  to  the  eye  it  over- 
looked all  other  trees  thereabouts,  when  viewed  at  a 
diflance,  as  a  giant  above  fo  many  pigmies.  It  flood 
in  Mr.  Amyas's  yard,  and  was  taken  down  about 
(1705)  thirty  years  fince ;  at  the  foot  of  it  is  a  fpring, 
which  petrifies  (licks,  leaves,  Sec.  that  accidentally 
fall  into  it,  if  they  lie  any  time,  Mr.  Evelyn,  in 
his  Silva,  er  difcourfe  of  forefl  trees,  fol.  82,  gives 
us  this  defcriptiou  of  it,  which  he  fays  he  received 

from 
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from    Dr.    Brown,   of    Norwich,    in  the  following 
words : 

"  An  extraordinary  large  and  {lately  tilia,  linden, 
"  or  lime-tree,  there  grqweth  at  Deepham,  in  Nor- 
44  folk,  ten  miles  from  Norwich,  whofe  meafure  is 
*'  this  :  the  compafs  in  the  leafl  part  of  the  trunk,  or 
44  body,  about  two  yards  from  the  ground,  is  at 
14  leafl  eight  yards  and  a  half;  about  the  root,  nigh 
"  the  earth,  fixteen  yards;  about  half  a  yard  above 
"  that,  near  twelve  yards  in  circuit:  the  height  to 
"  the  uppcrmoft  boughs,  about  thirty  yards,  which 
•*  furmounts  the  famous  tilia  of  Zurich,  in  Switzer- 
*'  land  ;  and  uncertain  it  is,  whether  in  any  tilicetutn, 
"  or  lime-walk  abroad,  it  be  confiderably  exceeded: 
44  Yet  was  the  firft  motive  I  had  to  view  it,  not  fo 
*•  much  the  largencfs  of  the  tree,  as  the  general  opi- 
44  nion,  that  no  man  could  ever  name  it  ;  I  find  it 
"  to  be  a  tilia  fcemina;  and  (if  the  diftinclion  of 
*'  Bauhinus  be  admitted  from  the  greater  and  lefler 
*4  leaf)  a  tilia  platuphylos,  or  latifolia,  fome  leaves 
41  being  three  inches  broad;  but  to  diftinguilli  it 
"  from  others  in  the  country,  I  call  it  tilia  coloIT<ea 
"  Depehamenfis." 

He  tells  us  alfo,  that  ''  A  poplar  tree,  not  much 
"  inferior  to  this,  grew  lately  at  Wed  Hailing,  at 
"  fir  William  Gaudy's  gate,  which  was  blown  down 
44  about  1690.' 

EASTON,  or  the  EAST-TOWN,  fo  called,  fays 
Mr.  Blomefield,  not  in  refpecl  to  its  fuuation  from 
Norwich,  but  from  Hingham,  the  head  town  oF  its 
.deanry,  it  being  north-call  of  it,  and  in  the  moft 
eaflern  par:  of  Forehoe  hundred:  but  this  we  think 
cnoneous,  as  it  certainly  habits  name  with  refpe&  i& 
F  We/Ion, 
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We/Ion,  in'Eynsford  hundred.     In  ancient  writings  it 
is  called  Eftonc  by  Honinghara. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  who  had  his 
guild  here,  and  the  Blefled  Virgin  had  a  guild  ', 
alfo  kept  to  her  honor  in  her  chapel  at  the  eaft  end 
of  the  north  aile,  at  the  weft  end  of  which  flood  the 
tower,  which  was  fquare,  and  had  three  bells;  the 
church,  chancel,  and  north  aile,  are  leaded,  and  the 
fouth  porch  is  tiled. 

When  Norwich  Doomfday-book  was  wrote  Wil- 
liam de  Herforth  was  patron ;  the  reftor  had  a  houfe 
and  fixty  acres  of  glebe,  and  was  valued  at  ten 
marks. 

A  few  years  fince  the  tower  fell  down,  and  there 
is  a  little  bell  put  in  a  cafe,  creeled  at  the  weft  end  of 
the  church,  to  call  the  parifhioners  together  to  Divine 
fervice. 

In  1 603  the  vicar  returned  that  he  had  fixty-four 
communicants  in  this  parifh. 

The  prefent  vicar  is  the  Rev.  John  Clement  Ives, 
of  Bungay,  formerly  of  Gonville  and  Caius  college, 
in  Cambridge,  chaplain  to  the  1 6th  regiment,  or 
Queen's  Light  Dragoons.  He  was  prefented  to  this 
vicarage  in  1 767,  by  the  late  Edmund  Rolfe,  efq.  p.  /.. 

The  patronage  of  this  living  is  now  in  his  fon  and 
heir,  Edmund  Rolfe,  efq.  of  Heacham,  who  has  a 
confiderable  property  in  this  town. 

This  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  7!, 
us.  lod.  ob.  but  being  fworn  of  the  clear  yearly  va- 
lue of  23!,  155.  8d.  it  is  discharged  of  firft-fruits  and 

tenths. 
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tenths.  The  town  paid  405.  to  the  old  tenths ;  the 
abbot  of  Sawtre's,  temporals  were  valued  at  ss.  Lang- 
ley's  at  55.  5d.  St.  Bennet  of  Holme's  land  and  rents 
at  4!.  6d. 

In  1392  fir  Richard  CoCTyn,  of  Eaflon,  knt.  was 
buried  in  this  chancel,  by  Dionife,  his  wife. 

The  family  of  the  Davys,  or  Davies',  were  an- 
ciently feated  here,  and  had  a  good  eftate,  in  the 
manfion-houfe  of  which  Robert  Davy  lived  in 
1450^;  he  left  John  Davy  his  fon  and  heir,  whofe 
fon,  Robert,  lies  buried  between  the  font  and  the 
church  door,  with  a  brafs  plate  ;  obijt  Sept.  14,  1485  : 
alfo,  Margaret,  his  wife,  Dec.  12,  1497.  Thomas, 
their  fon,  lies  buried  under  a  large  ftone,  partly  co- 
vered by  the  defk  ;  on  it  an  infcription  on  a  brafs 
plate,  obijt  O6lober  12,  1511.  By  his  will,  dated 
in  1509,  he  bequeathed  to  the  townfhip  of  Eafton, 
by  Ringland,  the  houfeat  "  the  briggs  fote  ther,  called 
"  the  gwyld-houfe,  and  to  the  repair  and  mainte- 
"  naunce  of  the  fame,  a  tenement  lying  by,  within 
"  the  yerde  thereto  belonging;"  it  abuts  on  the  high- 
way, weft;  a  meadow,  eaft ;  a  common  path,  north; 
and  the  river,  fouth. 

In  1532  Robert  Davys,  fen.  died  feifed  of  three 
meCfuages,  and  110  acres  of  land,  and  8s.  rent, 
in  Eafton,  Marlingford,  and  Gofteffey,  held  of  the 
manor  of  Cofteffey,  in  foccage. 

On  a  another  ftone,  with  the  arms  of  Davy,  is  an 

infcription, To   Simon   Davy,   gent.    April    1696, 

aged  63. 

A  ftone  by  the  altar,  with  Rolfe's  arms, — Thomajin, 

the  wife  of  William    Rolfs,    of  Norwich,   gent,  youngejt 

F  3  daughter 
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daughter  of  John  Ringall,  gent.  J\\t  died  Feb.  5,  1694, 


There  are  flones  in  the  chancel.  —  For  Ann,  wife  of 
Philip  Vincent,  gent.  daughter  of  John  Ringall,  gent. 
who  died  Sept.  10,  1680, 

Johannes  Ringall,  clericus,  exuvias  hie  pojuit.  Martij 
21,  annojalutis  MDCLXXXIX,  eetatisjua  26. 

In  the  church  is  an  old  coffin-ftone,  with  a  crofs 
flory,  asd  an  imperfect  circumfcription  ;  and  alfo  the 
following  infcriptions  on  other  ftones  :  —  Hie  depojita 
funt  mortalitatis  reliquiae  Johannu  Gobbet,  junioris,  obijt 
25  Decembris,  1674,  anno  natus  16. 

Vivis,  difce  mori,  nulli  mors  pallida  parcit, 

Nunc  j  uvcncm  rapuit,  mox  rapit  illafenem. 

Hodie  mihi,  eras  tibi. 

Thamar,  wife,  of  James  Springall,  of  Norwich,  worjled 
weaver,  eldejl  daughter  of  Simon  Drury,  of  Ea/lon,  gent, 
died  the  lajt  of  May,  1691  ,  aged  30  years. 

On  a  fmall  mural  monument  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  nave  are  the  arms  of  Meers,  or  Meares  ;  —  Am- 
brofc  Meares,  ejq.  died  Dec.  14,  1712. 

In  the  north  aile  there  are  infcriptions  for  the  fa- 
milies of  Hickling,  Norris,  and  Albert. 

Alfo,  a  neat  fmall  mural  monument,  for  —  Philip 
Vincent,  efq.  who  died  in  1721  ;  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife, 
in  1728. 

This  village  is  to  be  obferved  for  its  producing  no 
lefs  a  man  than  one  of  the  Roman  cardinals,  Adam 

de 
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de  Eafton,  who  was  defcended  from  the  family  of  the 
Eaftons,  (who  lived  here,  and  were  considerable 
owners  here  and  in  Honingham,  as  appears  by  a 
fine  levied  in  the  time  of  Henry  III.  between  John 
de  Eaflon,  and  Philip  de  Eafton)  and  was  a  bene- 
di&ine  monk  of  Norwich,  doclor  of  divinity,  a  man 
of  great  wifdom  and  learning,  as  is  evident  from  his 
being  created  cardinal  of  St.  Cecilia,  for  his  worth 
Only,  without  any  money,  or  favor. 

In  the  5th  year  of  Richard  II.  anno  1382,  he  is 
called  by  that  king  Cardinalus  JVorwicen/is,  or  the 
Norwich  Cardinal,  and  was  then  dean  of  York,  and 
had  the  king's  letters  to  make  attornjes  to  profecute 
for  him. 

Godwin,  in  his  difcourfe  of  the  Englifh  cardinals, 
faith  he  was  a  Herefordfhire  man,  and  born  of  mean 
parents,  which  is  a  great  miflake;  and  Fuller  alfo 
mentions  him :  but  it  is  evident  from  the  records, 
that  what  we  have  faid  of  him  is  facl. 

The  MANOR  of  EASTON  was  always  appendant, 
and  belonged  to  Cofteffey  manor,  and  was  held  by 
divers  foe-men  at  the  furvey,  being  then  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  long,  and  five  furlongs  broad,  and 
paid  13d.  ob.  gelt  Efluna. 

In  the  a.ppendix  to  the  regifter  of  the  honor  of 
Richmond,  under  the  title  of  earl  Alan's  lands,  be- 
longing to  Coftefley  manor,  it  is  faid,  that  he  had 
feven  foe-men  in  Barford,  Eafton,  and  Honingham, 
and  that  thofe  three  towns  were  farmed  by  thofe  foe- 
men,  (who  accounted  yearly  to  the  fteward  of  Cof- 
teffey  for  their  farms)  ;  thefe  foe-men  were  only  te- 
nants to  the  lords,  and  had  no  right  in  the  land  they 
farmed,  ^but  were  removed  whenever  their  lords 
F  3  pleafed ; 
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pleafed ;  it  contained  the  whole  town  and  advovvfon, 
and  went  with  the  manor  of  Cofteffey,  to  which  ic 
belongs  at  this  day,  fir  William  Jerningham,  bart. 
of  Cofteffey,  being  now  lord  of  the  manor  and 
wade. 

WAWCES'S,  VAUX'S,  HERFORD'S,  or  ASHE'S  MA- 
KOR,  in  Eafton,  was  part  of  this  town  which  was 
granted  by  the  lord  of  Cofteffey  manor  about  the 
time  of  Richard  I.  with  the  advovvfon  of  the  re£tory 
of  the  church  of  Eafton,  to  Brian  le  Ewer,  who  held 
it  at  the  third  part  of  the  fourth  part  of  a  fee  of  the 
king,  in  capite,  as  of  Cofteffey  manor. 

It  afterwards  belonged  to  the  Vaux's,  from  whom  it 
affumed  its  firft  name,  and  then  to  the  Herfords,  or 
Hcrforths,  whofe  name  it  ftill  retains;  William  de 
Herforthwas  lord  and  patron  in  1275.  In  1349  it 
belonged  to  the  Batemans,  and  paffed  backward  and 
forward  in  truftees  hands,  till  it  was  conveyed  to  the 
dean  and  canons  of  the  college  of  St.  Mary  in  the 
Fields,  in  Norwich,  except  the  manor-houfe,  eighty 
acres  of  land,  fix  acres  of  meadow,  and  other  its 
demefnes  in  Dunfton,  and  Mannington,  all  which 
were  conveyed  to  the  fame  houfe  in  1392,  by  Henry 
Lumnour  and  others,  and  were  then  held  of  Coftef- 
fey manor. 

The  advowfon  being  thus  in  the  college,  they  foon 
got  it  appropriated,  and  endowed  a  vicarage,  to 
which  they  prefented  to  the  diffolution,  their  impro- 
priate  reclory  and  revenues  here  being  taxed  at  ten 
marks. 

At  the  diffolution  the  manor  of  WawcesVhall,  in 
Eafton,  the  liberty  of  a  faldage,  and  all  the  meffu- 
ages,  lands,  &c.  in  Eafton,  Sec.  that  belonged  to  the 

college 
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college,  were  granted  to  Alexander  Mather,  vyho  the 
fame  year  conveyed  them  to  Walter  Vincent,  and  his 
heirs,  whole  fon,  Thomas,  had  livery  of  them  in 
1562;  and  in  1569  it  was  returned  that  the  faid 
Thomas  held  this  manor,  wiih  the  appurtenances,  of 
the  queen,  in  capite. 

The  reclory  at  the  diffolution  was  granted  to 
Miles  Spencer,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage, 
and  all  the  glebes  and  tithes,  to  be  held  in  capite,  and 
he  prefented  in  1560;  and  in  1570  aliened  it  tc»  Ed- 
mund Bedingfield,  and  Thomas  Townfhend,.  In 
1585  William  Yaxley,  efq.  had  it ;  and  in  1593  ^ 
was  purchafed  by  Thomas  Vincent,  of  Eafton,  gent. 
and  joined  to  his  manor,  with  which  it  now  con- 
tinues. 

This  Thomas  fettled  the  manor,  re&ory,  and  ad- 
vowfon of  the  vicarage,  on  William  Wotton,  and 
John  Bateman,  Sec.  as  truftees  for  Ann,  his  wife, 
who  owned  it  in  1615.  In  1663  John  Ringall,  of 
Eafton,  gent,  had  it,  and  left  it  to  Martin  Ringall, 
gent,  and  fo  it  paflfed  to  the  late  Edmund  Rolfe,  efq. 
of  Hcacham,  and  irom  him  to  his  fon,  the  prefent 
lord. 

"  The  lodge  on  Eafton-heath,  commonly  called 
Eaflon-lodge,  feems  to  be  an  ancient  building,  and 
exceeding  ftrong,  but  I  take  it  to  be  no  more  than 
defigned  for  its  prefent  ufe,  and  was  built  fo  to  fur- 
vey  the  heath,  and  refift  the  weather,  which  it  ftands 
much  expofed  to,  it  being  formerly  the  lodge  of  the 
game-keeper  of  CofleiTey  manor.1' — Blomefield. 

We  do  not  rightly  comprehend  what  houfe  the 

reverend    author   here   means ;     for  what    is   called 

Eafton-lodge,  is  now  the  feat  of  Leonard  Buxton, 

F  4  efq. 
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efq.  and  fnuated  in  a  rnoft  beautiful  vale,  near  to  t!;e 
water,  finely  decorated  with  wood. — A  view  of  it  is 
herewith  given. 

The  village  of  Eafton  lies  on  the  turnpike  road 
from  Norwich,  five  miles  and  a  hajf ;  to  Eaft  Dere- 
ham,  ten. 

HACKFORD.  This  town  is  called  in  evidences 
Hakeford  by  Hingham,  to  diftinguifli  it  from  another 
town/  of  the  fame  name  near  Reepham,  in  this  coun- 
ty ;  it  ftands  in  the  king  s  books  by  the  name  of 
Hakeford,  alias  Hack  forth,  R. 

The  advowfon  belonged  to  fir  Andrew  de  Hing- 
ham, who  in  1276  gave  it,  with  three  acres  of  his 
demefnes,  to  the  abbefs  and  nuns  of  Marham,  on 
condition  that  the  convent  obliged  themfelvcs  to  find 
a  chaplain  at  theii  own  cofl,  from  the  time  of  the 
appropriation  of  the  church,  to  pray  for  the  foul  of 
the  faid  Andrew,  and  his  anceftors,  and  the  overplus 
to  be  laid  out  in  finding  cloaths  for  the  nuns  ;  it  con- 
tinued a  reclory  till  1529,  when  it  was  appropriated 
by  the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  and  a  vicarage  endowed  ; 
and  fo  it  continued  till  1428,  at  which  time  the  ab- 
befs was  .taxed  at  fix  marks  and  an  half  for  her  fpiri- 
tuals  here,  which  were,  the  re&ory-houfe,  the  great 
tithes,  and  eighteen  acres  of  land  ;  but  in  1433,  the 
profits  being  fmali  after  the  chaplain  was  paid,  the 
convent  renounced  their  appropriation,  and  prcfented 
to  it  as  a  re&ory,  and  as  fuch  it  continues  at  this  day ; 
it  is  valued  in  the  king's  bocks  at  4!.  155.  iod»  and 
being  fworn  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  ail.  135.  4d. 
is  discharged  of  firft-fruits  and  tenths,  and  is  capable 
of  augmentation, 

The 


F    O    R    E    H    O    E.  81 

The  prior  of  Norwich  had  lands  here,  for  which 
he  was  taxed  at  45.  id.  ob.  Weftacre  at  ss.  and 
Broomholrae  at  is.  The  whole  town  raifcd  to  each 
tenth  135.  4d. 

*  The  church  is  dedicated  to  the  Bleffed  Virgin,  and 
hath  only  a  nave  and  chancel,  both  which  are  thatch- 
ed, the  fouth  porch  is  leaded,  the  fleeple  is  fquare, 
and  hath  been  higher,  it  is  now  covered  with  board, 
and  hath  one  bell  in  it.  In  the  fouth  window  of  the 
church  are  Verdon's  arras. 

In  1755  the  Rev.  John  Longe  was  prefented  to 
this  reclory  by  Francis  Longe,  efq.  of  Spixworth. 

The  manor  was  owned  by  Ketel  in  the  Confeflor's 
time,  and  by  Tovi  in  the  Conqueror's,  when  the 
town  was  three  furlongs  long,  and  two  broad,  and 
paid  yd.  q.  gelt,  and  is  wrote  in  Doou  '-book 
Hakefordam, 

It  was  afterwards  in  the  barons  of  Horsford,  of  whofe 
barony  it  was  held,  as  of  Horsford-caftle,  by  Thomas 
de  Burgo,  or  Burgh;  and  in  1205  Simon  Fitz- Walter, 
and  Sarah,  his  wife,  releafed  the  third  part  of  the 
town,  which  Sarah  then  held  in  dower  of  her  firft 
hufband,  Thomas  de  Burgh,  to  Thomas  ,de  Burgh 
in  exchange,  he  granting  them  lands  in  Somerton, 
&c.  for  it.  It  belonged  to  John  de  Hackford  about 
1340.  In  1391  Ralf  Vernon  feems  to  be  concerned 
in  it,  and  it  looks  as  if  he  fold  it;  for  in  1401  Tho- 
mas de  Bocking  held  it  of  the  manor  of  Horsford,  as 
of  the  heirs  of  Robert  UfYord,  and  one  part  was  held 
of  the  cattle  of  Caftle  Acre,  and  another  of  the  ma- 
nor of  Hockering.  Thomas  Bocking  left  only  one 
daughter,  Margaret,  married  to  John  Fox,  of  Caftlc 
Acre,  efq.  who  died  feifed  in  1484.  It  afterwards 

belonged 
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belonged  to  fir  Thomas  Windham.  In  1572  Ed- 
mund Windham  had  it,  who  fold  it  to  Richard 
Johnfon,  and  George  Woball,  who  in  1592  conveyed 
it  to  Thomas  Heyward,  and  Stephen  Copping,  gents. 
who  fold  it  to  William  Thurleby,  and  Henry  Spyller, 
gents,  and  they  in  1597  to  Froxmere  Cocket,  gent. 
and  James  GiH.  In  1608  it  belonged  to  fir  Henry 
Hobart,  knt.  attorney-general ;  and  in  1639  Miles 
Hobart,  efq.  died  feifed  of  the  advowfon,  it  being 
then  held  of  Horsford ;  it  was  afterwards  fold  to  the 
Longes,  and  in  1663  Robert  Longe,  efq.  had  it;  he 
was  fuceeded  by  his  fon,  Francis  Longev  efq.  who  left 
it  to  his  fon,  Francis,  father  of  the  late  Francis  Longe, 
efq.  of  Spixworth,  major  in  the  eaftern  battalion  of 
the  Norfolk  militia,  whofe  only  fon,  Francis  Longe, 
efq.  of  Spixworth,  is  the  prefent  lord  and  patron. 

M1NGHAM,  or  as  it  is  wrote  in  Doomfday-book 
liincham.  was  the  head  town  of  the  deanry,  and  at 
firft  contained  forty -three  parifhes;  the  deanry  was 
taxed  at  ^os.'and  it  was  in  the  bifhop's  collation.  It 
is  a  confiderable  town,  with  a  market  on  Saturday, 
and  fairs,  March  6,  vWhit-Tuefday,  and  October  2. 
The  turnpike  road  from  Norwich,  fourteen  miles,  to 
Watton,  7,  pafles  through  here,  as  does  alfo  fihe  crofs 
road  from  Attleburgh  to  Eaft  Dereham,  8cc.  Here 
are  fome  neat  houfes,  and  an  affembly-room  was  lately 
opened  at  the  White  Hart  inn.  An  application  to 
parliament  for  leave  to  enclofe  t\\e  commons  and 
wafte  lands  in  this  pariQi  either  has  been  made,  or 
is  intended. 

The  church  is  a  good  pile,  the  tower  being  very 
tall  and  large ;  the  whole  was  rebuilt  by  Remigius  de 
Hctherfet,  re£lor  here,  in  the  time  of  Edward  III. 
with  the  affiftance  of  John  le  Marfhal,  'his  patron, 
who  contributed  much  to  the  perfecting  of  the  work  ; 

it 
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it  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew  the  Apoftle,  and  had 
feveral  chapels  in  it,  of  which  the  moft  remarkable 
were  at  the  ends  of  each  aile,  that  on  the  north  fide 
being  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  that  on  the 
fouth  fide  to  the  Holy  Virgin ;  the  others  were  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Nicholas,  the  Nativity  of  the  Virgin,  and 
to  her  Affumption  ;  rhere  was  alfo  a  St.  Mary's  cha- 
pel by  the  rood  altar,  and  another  of  St.  Mary  of 
Pity,  and  there  were  no  lefs  than  feven  guilds  held  in. 
the  chu)  >  h,  each  having  a  ftipendiary  chaplain  ferving 
ai  their  altars  in  the  church,  which  conflituted  a  choir; 
for  in  1484  Robeu  Morley,  efq.  of  this  town,  was 
buiie'd  in  the  church,  and  gave  feven  furplices  to  the 
quire  of  Hingham;  and  without  doubt  this  churcli 
muft  make  a  fine  appearance  in  thofe  times,  it  being 
adorned  with  many  images,  all  which  had  lights, 
either  lamps,  wax  tapers,  or  candles,  conftantly 
burning  before  them  in  time  of  Divine  fervice, 
and  being  difpcrfed  all  over  the  church,  chancel, 
and  chapels,  muft  make  it  in  the  night  feafon  a 
fine  fight.  The  holy-rood,  or  crofs,  flood  on  the 
rood-loft,  between  the  church  and  chancel. 

When  Norwich  Doomfday-book  was  wrote,  the 
patronage  was  late  fir  John  Marfhal's.  but  then  the 
lord  Morley's ;  the  reclor  had  a  noble  houfe,  and 
twenty  acres  of  ground,  the  living  being  then  valued 
at  fifty  marks  ;  it  ftands  in  the  king's  books  at  24!. 
i8s.  4d.  pays  al.  gs.  lod,  yearly  tenths,  and  firft- 
,  fruits  every  vacancy,  it  being  undifcharged ;  the 
town  paid  7!.  each  tenth. 

The  new  parfonage-houfe  was  built  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  John  Brewfe,  A.  M.  and  ftands  a  little  fouth- 
weft  of  the  church.  It  has  fince  received  many  im- 
provements by  the  fucceeding  incumbents. 

In 
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In  1272  the  glebe  lying  weft  of  the  church  (on  part 
of  which  the  parfonase-houfe  is  built)  was  given  to  the 
reclory  by  John  de  Kirby,  bifhop  of  Ely,  to  keep  his 
anniverfary ;  and  in  1 290  John  de  Rockland  con" 
firmed  it,  there  being  then  a  meiTuage  and  grove  up- 
on the  premiums. 

In  1316,  June  12,  Remigius  de  Hetherfet  was 
prefented  by  John  le  Marfhal,  marfhal  of  Ireland; 
he  was  of  a  good  family,  being  brother  to  fir  Simon 
de  Hetherfet,  knt  one  of  the  king's  juftices,  lord  of 
Cringleford,  8cc.  he  buik  the  church,  and  was  a  man 
of  great  note  in  his  time,  being  truftee  and  feoffee 
for  moft  of  the  befl  families  in  the  county. 

In  1359,  Sept.  14,  John  de  Ufford,  fon  of  Robert 
earl  of  Suffolk,  was  prefented  by  fir  Robert  de  Mor- 
ley,  marfhal  of  Ireland;  he  had  two  prebends,  one 
in  the  church  of  Salifbury,  the  other  in  Lincoln ;  by 
his  will,  dated  November,  1375,  in  which  month  he 
died,  he  ordered  his  body  to  be  buried  in  this  chan- 
ceJ,  on  the  north  fide. 

In  1375,  December  3,  John  de  Darlington,  mafler 
of  St.  Giles's  hofpital,  8:c  licenciate  in  the  decrees, 
tyas  prefented  by  fir  William  de  Morley,  marflial  of 
Ireland,  one  of  the  vicars-general ;  in  1387  he  was 
doctor  of  the  decrees,  and  archdeacon  of  Norwich. 

In  1441,  Sept.  16,  fir  Thomas  Codlyng  was  pre- 
fented re<fior  by  Ifabel  lady  Morley,  relift  of  Thomas  * 
lord  Morley,  deceafed;  at  his  death,  in  1461,  he 
gave  a  fjlver  chalice,  gilt,  worth  forty  marks,  to  be 
fold,  cither  to  buy  a  white  veftment,  or  to  build  a 
new  treafury. 

In 
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In  1603  fir  Thomas  Lovell,  knt.  was  patron,  and 
there  were  returned  500  communicants. 

Jan.  7,  1605,  Robert  Peck,  A.M.  had  this  re&ory 
of  Thomas  Moor,  by  grant  of  fir  Francis  Lovell,  knt. 
he  was  a  man  of  a  very  violent  fchifmatical  Ipirit 
he  pulled  down  the  rails,  and  levelled  the  altar  and 
the  whole  chancel  a  foot  below  the  church,  as  it  re* 
mains  to  this  day;  but  being  profecuted  for  it  by 
bifhop  Wren,  he  fled  the  kingdom,  and  went  over 
into  New  England,  with  many  of  his  parifhioners, 
who  fold  their  eftates  for  half  their  value,  and  con- 
veyed ail  their  effecls  to  that  new  plantation,  creeled 
a  town  and  colony,  by  the  name  of  Hingham,  where 
many  of  their  poflerity  are  ftill  remaining:  he  pro- 
mifed  never  to  defert  them ;  but  hearing  that  bifhops 
were  depofed,  he  left  them  all  to  fhift  for  themfelves, 
and  came  back  to  Hingham  in  the  year  1646,  after 
ten  years  voluntary  banifhment ;  he  refumed  his  rec- 
tory, and  died  in  the  year  1656:  his  funeral  fennon 
was  preached  by  Nathaniel  Joceline,  A.  M.  paftor  of 
the  church  of  Hardingham,  and  was  publifhed  by 
him. 

In  1638,  May  25,  Luke  Skippon,  A.  M.  was  pre- 
fented  by  fir  Thomas  Wodehoufe,  knt.  and  bart.  as 
on  Peck's  death,  he  having  been  abfent  about  two 
years;  and  in  1640,  April  11,  the  fa  id  Luke  was  re- 
inrtituted,  the  living  being  void  by  lapfe,  it  appear- 
ing that  Peck  was  alive  fince  Skippon's  firft  inilitu- 
'tion;  and  two  years  more  being  part,  and  he  not  ap- 
pearing, it  lapfed  to  the  crown  as  on  Peck's  death  ; 
but  in  1640,  April  1 1,  Peck  came  again  and  held  it 
to  his  death;  and  then,  in  1656,  Edmund  Dcy  held 
it  without  inilitution  till  die  reiteration  ;  and  in  1663, 
April  i,  he  was  prefented  by  fir  Philip  VVodehoule, 
bart.  Mis  character  is,  that  he  was  a  man  of  the  fame 

piece 
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piece  with  Peck,  but  a  man  of  lower  parts  and  meaner 
capacity;  with  fome  difficulty  he  fwallowed  the 
oaths  at  the  reftoration,  and  continued  til!  1666, 
when  he  died;  and  in  January,  1667,  Robert  Sep- 
pens,  A.  M.  was  presented  by  the  fame  patron,  who 
was  a  very  good  man ;  he  was  the  author  of  a  book, 
called  Rex  Thcolicus,  a  piece  full  of  learning  and 
loyalty ;  he  printed  (befides  fome  fermons)  a  fhort 
contioveify  between  him  and  Bay  ley,  the  Romifh 
prieft;  but  by  the  extravagancy  of  his  fons-  he  was 
made  very  poor,  and  could  never  make  any  figure  in 
the  world  ;  he  died  in  the  year  1682. 

The  new  parfonage-houfe  is  a  neat  building,  and 
is  inhabited  by  the  prefent"  re&or,  the  Rev.  Philip 
Wodehoufe,  A.  M.  brother  to  fir  John  Wodehoufe, 
bart.  and  prebendary  of  Norwich:  he  was  prefented 
to  this  valuable  re<ftory  in  1777,  by  his  brother 
aforefaid. 

Many  perfons  were  buried  here,  for  whom  there 
are  now  no  memorials  remaining,  and  of  thofe  that 
have  we  cannot  find  room  for  many  of  them. 

In  1483  Simon  Lyfter,  of  Hingham,  was  buried 
here;  "  Item,  I  wyll  my  clofe  in  Sculton-Saunfey, 
"  called  Ruttocks,  and  fix  acres  and  a  half  of  land 
44  arable,  and.  the  rent,  called  Marketthoufe  rent,  in 
"  Hengham,  fhall  be  put  in  feoffment  of  xii  perfons, 
"  of  moft  Godly  and  beft  difpofed  perfons,  to 
14  th'intent  that  Rofe,  my  wyffe,  fhall  have  the 
4'  gydyng  of  the  almes-houfes,  called  John  Lifter's 
4t  almes-houfes,  during  her  lyfe,  bearing  all  manner 
44  of  charges,  and  reparacons  thereof,  and  to  the  en- 
"  tent  to  fynd  and  kepe  a  certain  in  the  faid  church 
44  for  ever,  for  the  fowles  of  John  Lifter,  my  father, 
44  8cc.  and  the  fowles  of  me  and  my  wyffe;  and  al- 
14  fo  to  kepe  an  anniverfary-day  for  me  the  faid  Sy- 

"  mond, 
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"  mond,  and  the  fovvles  yerly  in  perpetuum,  upon 
"  Paffion  Sunday  at  afternoon,  with  dirigc  and  mafs 
"  of  requiem  be  note  on  the  Monday  next  following, 
"  and  i  ^d.  to  be  distributed  to  fix  poor  perfons,  or 
"  to  thirteen  at  dirige,  and  alfo  for  me  by  name,  and 
41  my  benefactors  on  Holowmes-day,  to  be  rcherfid 
"  in  the  comyn  beed*  :  And  after  the  dccefTe  of  the 
"  faid  Rofe,  the  faid  clofe  to  remain  in  the  faid  feof- 
"  fees  hands,  to  the  ufe  aforefaid,  to  be  renewed 
"  from  time  to  time,  when  but  feven  of  them  are 
"  left." 

In  1506  John  Pyfhode,  alderman  of  Norwich,  or- 
dered in  his  will,  that  his  executors  fhould  make  a 
crofs  of  free-ftone,  to  be  fet  up  in  the  crofs-way  in 
the  field  of  Hingham-wood,  at  the  expence  of  five 
marks;  and  in  1509  Richard  Heyhoe,  of  Hinghara. 
was  buried  in  the  church,  and  gave  three  acres  and 
an  half  of  land,  "  for  an  obilc  yerly,  the  overplus  to 
"  the  reparacon  of  the  church  of  Hengham." 

The  church,  chancel,  two  ailes,  and  fquare  to,wer, 
are  covered  with  lead  ;  there  is  a  clock,  and  fix  large 
bells  ;  the  north  veftry  is  down. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  church  there  lies  a  flone. 
plated  with  brafs,  from  which  the  effigies  of  a  man 
and  a  woman  are  torn  off,  but  that  of  their  fon  re- 
mains. 

A  mural  monument  in  the  north  aile, — For  Thomas, 
fon  of  Edward  Heyhoe,  of  Harduigharn,  gent,  who  died 
Sept.  28,  1709,  aged  6g. 

In 

*  On  All  Saints,  or  Hallowmas-day,  it  was  the  cuftom  for  the 
common  bead-roll  of  every  chuicl.  to  be  read, and  mafs  faid  for 
all  the  benefadlors,  whofc  names  were  always  entered  in  this 
roll. 
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In  the  eaft  window  of  Trinity  chapel  are  the 
arms  of  lord  Morley.  and  arg.  on  a  chev.  guL  be- 
tween three  lions  heads  crazed  S.  three  bezants.  The 
tradition  is,  that  this  chapel  was  made  by  the  maid- 
ens of  the  town,  and  that  this  window  was  glazed  at 
their  coft,  which  feems  very  probable  by  the  arms, 
and  the  following  infeription : — Thys  wyndowe  ys  ye 
mayden  cojl  of  Hengham. 

A  mural  monument  is  on  the  north  fide  "of  the 
chancel,  —To  Elizabeth  Negtts,  daughter  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Gary,  T.  B.  and  prebend  of  JVon&ich,  firjl  wife  to 
Wyatt  Wright,  gent,  after  married  again  to  Mr.  Henry 
Negus,  merchant \  Jhe  died  Feb.  20,  1702,  aged  92. 
Alfo  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Ann  Wright,  yonngejl  daugh- 
ter of  thefaid  Elizabeth ;  Jlie  lived  a  maiden  to  the  6$tk 
year  of  her  age,  and  died  June  15,  1 706. 

Here  lyeth  Caleb  Shelley,  gent,  who  died  July  the  6^, 
1689. 

On  a  flat  marble  are  the  arms  and  crefl  of  Amyas ; 
— Hicjilafunt  exuvitf  Francifci  Amyas,  viri  cognitoris 
officio  jure  periti  et  eequ'c  probi,  hujufque  pagi  fuit  din 
parxcus,  a  generofa  familia,  quondam  de  Deopham  ori- 
undus,  nee  non  ecclefia  Anglican  a filius  pientijfimus,  ma- 
tnmonio  duxit  el  reliquit  Mariarn  Copping,  conjugem  olirn 
chariffimam,  jam  viduam  cegrcfolandam,  fexque  demum  fu- 
perjtilibus  (e  quindecim  reliclis  libem)  migravit  in  <zter- 
nurn,  feptiruo  die  Augujli,  anno  anx  Xnte  MDCCX,  celatis 
Jua  72. 

There  is  a  marble  in  the  nave, — For  Edmund  Alden, 
ajujt,  diligent,  and  worthy Jlwpkeeptr  of  this  fari/h,  who 
died  October,  1728,  aged  75. 

There 
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There  is  an  altar-tomb  in  the  fouth  aile,  by  the 
door,  on  which  is  the  arms  of  Dowe,  or  Dove,  im- 
paling Parke; — Chrijlophcr  Dowe,  gent,  died  April  30, 
1729,  aged  §5;  he  married  Sufan,  daughter  of  Stephen 
Parkc,  of  Hardingham,  gent,  who  died  Jan.  22,  1738, 
aged  38,  and  is  buried  by  lam. 

A  mural  monument  near  the  eaft  end  of  the  fouth 
aile, — To  William  Thurrold,  gent,  obijt  December  25, 
i  724,  <ztat.  75. 

There  are  two  tables  of  the  benefactors  placed  be- 
tween the  church  and  chancel;  and  feveral  infcrip- 
tions  are  in  the  chancel,  to  the  families  of  Amyas, 
Alden,  Gilman,  See. 

In  memory  of  capt.  Robert  Robinfon,  commander  of  one 
of  his  majejtys  Jhips  of  war,  who  died  Oc-l.  13,  17*6, 
atat.  53. 

Amyas's  arms  and  creft ; — M.  S.  Matthcei  Amyas, 
M.  D.  quiin  civitate  JVorwicen/i  per  multosannos,  art  em 
medicinalem  peracri  judico,  et  falici  fucceflu  exercuit,  obijt 
vicefimo  fexte  die  JVQvembris,  anno  Dni.  1729,  et  at.  64. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Watfon,  wife  of  John  Watfon,  A.  M. 
rettor  of  Wood-Rifing,  and  the  two  Rocklands. — Alfo, 
— John  Watfon,  A.M.  and  of  Elizabeth,  his  wife;  he 
was  the  reverend  and  very  aged  reBor  of  this  parijh  and 
Scoulton. — Laflly, — To  the  memory  of  good  Mrs.  St. 
Clair,  wife  of  Patrick  St.  Clair,  rettor  of  Elmer  ten  and 
Thurgarton,  in  tin's  county. — Three  of  their  deaths  hap- 
pened near  the  fame  time,  in  the  year  terrible  for  fe- 
vers, 1727. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a  noble  morm* 

ment,  againft  the  wall,  reaching  from  t;he  floor  to  the 

G  roof: 
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roof;  it  is  of  (lone,  embellifhed  with  imagery  and 
Gothic  work,  and  formerly  with  brafs  plates,  all  wrn'ch 
are  pulled  off;  the  following  arms  are  flill  remain- 
ing, which  fhow  plainly  to  whofe  memory  it  was 
erected,  viz.  lord  Morley,  impaling  Marfhal,  Bour- 
chier,  Haftings,  Molins,  and  De-la- Pole  quartering 
\Vingfield.  The  arms  of  Morley  and  Marfhal  are 
often  fingle.  and  the  former  fometimes  with  differ- 
ences ;  Morley  impales  Haftings :  from  which  it  is 
plain  that  the  tomb  was  creeled  to  the  memory  of 
Thomas  loid  Morley,  who  died  about  1435,  leaving 
Jfabel,  daughter  of  Michael  De-la  Pole,  earl  of  Suf- 
folk, his  widow,  who  died  in  1466,  and  was  buried 
in  this  chancel,  by  her  hufband,  as  her  will  informs 
us,  from  which  we  tranfcribed  the  following  account: 

"  In  1464  dame  Ifabel  widow  lady  Morley  made 
her  will  in  herhoufe  in  St.  Peter's  Mancroft,  in  Nor- 
wich, and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  at  Hingham,  be- 
fore the  image  of  St.  Andrew,  by  her  lord  her  huf- 
band. She  ordered,  if  fhe  died  in  Norwich,  that  her 
body  fhould  be  carried  to  the  chapel  of  St.  Mary  in 
the  Fields,  and  a  mafs  faid  for  her,  and  then  to  be 
carried  to  Hingham,  with  lifteen  torches  borne  be- 
fore her,  by  fifteen  of  her  poor  tenants,  in  black 
gowns ;  and  alfo  five  poor  women  in  black  fhall  bear 
each  a  taper  of  sib.  weight,  and  place  them  before 
the  facrament  by  her  grave,  there  to  remain  till  they 
be  burnt  up.  She  gave  to  the  high  altar  at  Hingham 
6s.  8d.  to  repair  the  church  405.  more,  and  a.  tablet 
of  gold  garuifhed  with  pearl,  containing  certain  re- 
liques,  with  a  berill  in  the  lame  tablet,  and  two  ima- 
ges, one  of  the  refurre&ion,  and  the  other  of  our 
Lady,  and  the  iongeft  carpet  with  white  flowers  to 
lie  before  the  high-altar.1'  Beiides  thefe  (he  made 
many  other  religious  and  friendly  bequefls:  Her 
eflates  here,  and  elfewhere,  ftie  left  to  John  de  Haft- 
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ing,  her  fon-in-low.     Her   nephew,    John  duke  of 
Suffolk,  was  fupervifor  of  this  her  will. 

The*arms  of  Mowbray,  Brotherton,*8cc.  were  in 
the  windows  of  the  church,  but  are  all  gone. 

There  was  an  ancient  family  of  the  Coopers  here. 
Robert  Cooper  owned  a  conliderable  eftate  in  1382. 
In  1701,  Feb.  7,  Elias  Cooper,  gent,  obtained  a  fa- 
culty for  a  feat  in  this  church. 

The  town  of  Hingham  belonged  to  king  Athelftan, 
and  contained  fixty  carucates,  or  hides,  of  land,  all 
which  he  gave  to  Athelwold,  bifhop  of  Winchefter, 
about  the  year  966,  and  that  bifhop  exchanged  ic 
with  king  Edgar  for  forty  hides  and  an  half,  which 
is  now  called  St.  Etheldred's,  or  St.  Audrey's  liberty, 
and  fo  Hingham  came  to  thr  ;ciown  again,  and  con- 
tinued there  fome  time  ;  for  at  the  ConfefTor's  furvey 
that  prince  held  it,  and  had  two  carucates  and  twen- 
ty-five acres  in  demefne,  fixty  villains,  eighteen  bor- 
derers, &c.  His  tenants  had  fifteen  carucates  among 
them ;  the  whole  was  then  of  the  value  of  yl.  ios.  a 
year,  befides  rents  to  the  value  of  303.  a  year,  and 
three  fextaries  of  honey  ;  it  remained  in  the  crown  till 
the  Conqueror's  furvey,  when  the  fame  quantity  of 
land  was  held  in  demefne,  but  the  borderers  were  in- 
creafed  to  twenty-nine,  and  the  value  to  13!.  ios. 
befides  the  honey-rent ;  it  was  half  a  league  long, 
and  as  much  broad,  and  paid  igd.  ob.  gelt.  It  ex- 
tended into  Kimberley,  &c.  and  the  foe,  or  jurifdidlion 
of  the  hundred,  which  belonged  to  this  manor,  went 
over  the  towns  of  Hingham,  Kimberley  in  part, 
Carleton,  Deepham,  half  of  Barford,  Barnham, 
Morley  and  Wicklewood  in  part,  befides  feveral 
oiher  places,  as  we  learn  from  Doom fday -book. 
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King  Stephen  granted  this  manor  and  hundred 
and  half,  and  all  their  appendages,  with  the  towns 
of  Stow,  Kirby,  Rackheath,  and  Earlham,  and  the 
hundred  of  Ta\  erham,  to  William  de  Caineto,  or 
Cheney,  and  his  heirs,  in  exchange  for  Moleham, 
on  condition  that  if  he  or  his  fon  fhould  like  Mole- 
ham  better,  they  might  renounce  it,  which  they  af- 
terwards did,  and  fo  it  vefted  in  the  crown  again,  and 
the  fame  king  lett  it  to  farm  to  Henry  de  Rhye,  fon 
of  Hubert  de  Rhye,  caftellan  of  Norwich,  who  was 
fecond  fon  of  that  Hubert  de  Rhye  who  came  with 
the  Conqueror. 

In  1195  William  de  Ecclefia  Sancle-Marie  ren- 
dered an  account  to  Richard  I.  of  the  farm  of  Hing- 
ham,  which  Cardo  de  Frefhavile  then  farmed,  and 
paid  for  it  25!.  75.  6d.  it  being  granted  to  him  by 
Richard  I.  when  he  came  to  the  crown.  In  this 
king's  time  we  meet  wit»*  feveral  perfons  that  paid  the 
farm  to  the  king  for  this  manor,  as  Hubert  de  Burgh, 
Ralph  de  Camois,  Roger  Fitz-William,  Sec.  but  they 
had  no  fee  in  it.  Another  record  tells  us,  that  Henry 
II.  gave  the  church  to  John  de  Bridport :  after  that 
king  John  gave  it  to  his  fon  for  life;  and  then  it  was 
to  g©  with  the  manor  and  hundred  to  John  le  Mar- 
fliall. 

This  town  was  always  reputed  the  head  of  the 
barony  of  Rhye,  ever  fince  its  firft  grant  to  Henry 
de  Rhye  aforefaid,  and  was  always  acknowledged  as 
fuch  by  thofe  that  farmed  it ;  after  the  death  of  Henry 
de  Rhye,  Hubert  de  Rhye  had  the  barony,  but  the 
manor  then  belonged  to  Hugh  Gournay ,  a  noble  baron , 
who  was  made  captain  of  Caftle-Galliard,  (which 
being  built  on  a  high  rock  over  the  Seyne,  that 
Richard  I.  had  made  impregnable)  he  defended  it 
nobly  for  fix  months  again  ft  Philip  king  of  France, 
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doing  him  damage  daily;  for  which  reafon  king  John 
fufpeded  him  not:  yet  at  iaft  he  efcaped  not  the  ble- 
mifli  of  ingratitude  and  infidelity;  for  he  not  only 
yielded  up  that  caflle  to  his  enemies,  but  fecretly  in 
the  night  brought  them  into  the  cattle  of  Mont  fort, 
which  he  betrayed  unto  them,  not  weighing  his  faith 
to  his  Hege  lord,  who  had  given  him  that  callle,  with 
the  honor,  and  all  the  demefnes  thereto  belonging, 
upon  which  he  was  proclaimed  a  traitor  in  i  202,  and 
all  his  revenues  in  England  feized  into  the  king's 
hands,  and  granted  the  fame  ye.ar  to  John  Marfhall, 
nephew  to  William,  who  married  Ifabel,  daughter 
and  heirefs  of  Richard  Sirongbow,  earl  of  Pembroke, 
and  marfhal  of  England,  and  was  called  the  Old 
Marfhal  eail  of  Pembroke;  this  John  married  Alice, 
daughter  and  cohcirefs  of  Hubert  de  Rhye,  baron  of 
Rhye,  in  Nor  folk,  who  in  1204  gave  the  king  three 
palfreys  to  have  the  livery  of  the  lands  and  advow- 
fons  which  were  Hugh  Gournay's,  and  Hugh  de 
Ayer's,  and  of  Cantley  and  Caftor.  In  the  year 
1207  he  had  a  grant  of  the  maifhalfhip  of  Ireland; 
and  in  1210  had  a  further  confirmation  of  the  manor 
of  Hingham.  and  the  hundred  of  Forehoe,  to  cut 
off  all  the  claim  that  the  heirs  of  Cardo  de  Frefliaviic 
could  make. 

In  1211,  when  the  king's  fcutage  was  raifed,  it 
appeared  that  the  barony  of  Rhye  contained  thirty- 
five  knights  fees,  and  that  upon  the  death  of  Hubert 
de  Rhye,  the  Iaft  baron,  it  went  to  his  two  daugh- 
ters, Alice,  married  to  John  Marfhall,  and  Ifabel,  to 
Roger  de  Creffi,  and  each  of  their  hufbands  anfwered 
for  feventeen  fees  and  an  half;  but  this  town  and 
the  barony  went  to  Marfhall,  though  now  half  of  the 
fees  were  gone  from  it,  and  he  was  to  hold  the  hun- 
dred, manor,  and  advowfon,  as  the  head  of  his  ba- 
rony, at  one  fee ;  and  at  the  fame  time  he  obtained 
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liberty  of  free-warren  in  thofe  feventeen  fees  and  an 
half,  which  now  conftituted  the  barony.  In  1215 
he  was  {heriff"  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  with  John  Htz- 
Robert,  and  had  the  cuflody  of  Norwich-caflle. 
Le  Neve  fays  he  died  in  i  234,  leaving  John  his  fon 
and  heir,  who  had  livery  of  Hingham.  Foulfham. 
Sec.  the  fame  year;  he  died  in  1242,  having  enjoyed 
the  whole  barony  of  Rbye,  Ifabel.  the  other  daugh- 
ter of  Hubert  de  Rhye,  being  dead  without  iffue  by 
Ro^er  de  Creffi,  her  hufband;  and  this  year  the 
king  having  raifed  a  tallage  upon  all  the  demefncs  of 
the  crown  in  his  own  hands,  granted  writs  to  thofe 
who  held  manors  of  him,  which  formerly  were  an- 
cient dcmefne,  and  among  others  to  the  lord  of  this 
manor,  to  levy  a  reafonable  tallage  of  his  men:  he 
was  fucceeded  by  William  le  Marfliall,  his  brother, 
who  this  year  paid  his  relief,  and  had  livery  of  his 
brother's  poffeffions,  except  that  part  which  Avelina, 
Aliva,  or  Alice  le  Marfhall,  daughter  of  Hubert  de 
Rhye,  held  in  dower. 

In  1264  William  le  Marfhall  had  a  charter  fora 
fair  here,  when  he  was  called  baron  of  Rhye,  and 
was  conftituted  a  guardian  of  the  peace  in  North- 
.  amptonfbire,  during  the  king's  captivity,  and  was 
one  of  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer.  In  1266  Alice 
le  Marfhall  died,  and  William  le  Marfhall  alfo,  who 
left  John  Marfhall,  baron  of  Rhye,  their  eldeft  fon, 
a  minor,  about  ten  years  old,  upon  which  the  ba- 
rony fell  into  the  king's  hands  during  his  nonage, 
who  granted  two  parts  of  the  manor  and  hundred  to 
Jeffery  de  Luziniaco,  or  Luzinian,  and  the  third  part 
to  John  de  Britania;  but  in  1274,  Luzinian  being 
dead,  the  two  parts  remained  in  the  king's  hands ; 
in  1279,  John  le  Marfhall  being  of  age,  paid  the 
king  a  hundred  marks  for  the  relief  of  his  barony, 
and  livery  of  his  lands,  and  it  was  then  found  by  an 
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inquifition  that  he  held  Hingham  manor  and  advow- 
fon,  with  Forehoe  hundred,  of  the  barony  at  one 
fee  :  he  alfo  held  the  manors  of  Buxton,  Hockering, 
Svvanton,  and  Foulfham. 

In  1281  he  was  fummoned  to  attend  the  king  in 
his  expedition  into  Wales  ;  he  died  about  i  283,  leav- 
ing William  his  fon  and  heir,  a  minor,  about  three 
years  old,  whofe  guardianfhip  the  king  granted  to 
John  de  Bohun,  who  in  1286  held  thefe  manors. 
Hingham  manor  and  advowfon,  with  Forehoe  hun- 
dred, was  then  valued  at  lool.  per  ann.  to  which 
belonged  the  fame  liberties,  and  the  hundred  paid 
145.  per  annum  to  the  Exchequer.  After  he  came 
of  age  he  \vas  poffefled  of  all  his  inheritance,  and 
was  fummoned  to  actend  Edward  I.  ai  Carlille,  to  go 
with  him  into  Scotland  to  reduce  the  Scots  ;  and  in 
1300  was  fummoned  to  parliament  as  a  baron,  and 
fubfcribed  the  letter  written  to  the  pone  about  the 
fucceflion  of  Scotland,  "  that  it  was  not  his  fee,  and 
that  he  had  no  jurifdiclon  in  temporal  matters." 

In  1309  he  was  fummoned  to  go  againfl  the  Scots, 
who  had  broken  the  truce  ;  he  was  lefident  here, 
and  wrote  himfelf  "  Lord  of  Hingham."  In  1313, 
there  being  a  quarrel  between  this  William  and  Ni- 
cholas de  Segrave,  about  the  marfhalfhip,  which  the 
king  in  the  firfl  year  of  his  reign  granted  to  the  (aid 
Nicholas,  the  king  commanded  them  not  to  coroe 
armed  to  the  parliament,  nor  no  othervvife  than  as 
they  ufed  to  do  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  he  died  in 
1314,  leaving  his  eftate  to  John  le  Mai  (hall,  his  fori 
and  heir,  who  paid  one  hundred  matks  for  the  relief 
of  his  barony  of  Rhye.  In  1316  Forehoe  hundred 
was  worth  61.  45.  4d.  This  John  died,  without  if- 
fue,  in  1316;  and  Ela,  his  wife,  who  afterwards 
married  Robert  Fitz-Pain,  had  this  manor  affigned 
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her  in  dower,  when  the  Jijlitry  was  worth  135.  4d. 
per  ann.  there  was  a  wind-mill,  water-mill,  and  alder- 
carr,  at  Nonhwood,  and  the  rents  were  54!.  i  55.  per 
ann.  He  did  feifed  of  Hingham,  Aldbv,  North  Tud- 
derrham,  Hockering,  Buxton,  and  Foulfhain  ;  and 
of  Forehoe  and  Eynsford  hundreds,  and  the  advovv- 
fons  of  all  thofe  churches ;  and  alfo  of  feverai  lands 
and  churches  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  all  of  which 
were  held  of  the  honor;  and  beHdes  thefe  he  had 
the  marflialfhip  and  a  great  eftate  in  Ireland,  the 
whole  of  which  came  to  Robert  de  Morley,  in  right 
of  Hawife,  his  wife,  and  their  hti;s. 

Sir  Robert  de  Morley,  knt.  and  Hawife,  his  wife, 
fifler  and  heirefs  of  John  le  Marfhall,  paid  their  re- 
lief for  the  barony  of  Rhye  in  the  year  1323,  viz. 
a  hundred  marks  for  the  barony,  and  a  hundred 
Shillings  for  Hingham.  He  was  marfhal  of  Ireland, 
and  refided  at  Swantcn  Mo  ley.  In  1337  he  was 
lieutenant  of  Norfolk,  and  in  1340  was  fent  into 
Bretaigne,  in  company  with  others,  and  had  the 
wages  for  d-€mfelves  and  their  men  at  arms  paid  to 
the  Exchequer  before  they  fet  fail;  and  at  the  latter 
end  of  the  fame  year,  the  king  oidered  him  by  letter 
to  repair  to  him  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  with  forty 
men  at  arms,  either  to  go  into  Scotland,  or  flay  on 
the  marfh.es,  to  hinder  them  invading  England.  In 
a  deed,  dated  this  year,  fir  Robert  is  called  coufin 
and  heir  of  fir  Robert  de  Momealt,  formerly  fleward 
of  Chefter.  His  firft  wife  was  Cecily,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  lord  Bardolph;  and  in  1342  married  a  fe- 
cond  lady,  Joan,  daughter  of  fir  Peter  de  Tye,  knt. 
In  1346  the  king  fent  him  a  particular  fummons  to 
tranfport  himfelf  and  all  the  men  he  could  raife,  and 
not  flaying  for  the  (hipping  of  his  horfes,  to  repair 
immediately  to  him,  then  lying  before  Calais,  be- 
iieging  the  fame,  fearing  left  the  French  king  fhould 
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come  with  a  great  army  to  raife  the  liege.  In  1347 
fir  Robert  was  heir  to  Baldwin  de  Manerijs;  he  died 
in  13 -)O,,  in  France,  and  Joan,  his  wife,  became  a 
profeffed  religii.us.  but  died  foon  after,  in  the  fame 
year;  and  Gr  Will iarn  de  Morley,  km.  his  fon  and 
heir,  inherited,  who  in  1353  was  one  of  the  attend- 
ants of  Robert  earl  of  Suffolk,  in  the  king's  fervice, 
in  Gafcoigne,  and  had  the  king's  Iqtter  of  prote&ion 
on  that  account  ;  and  at  his  father's  death  inherited 
all  the  manors,  &c.  in  England,  and  the  office  of 
marfhal  of  Ireland,  befides  divers  great  eftates  in 
Ireland.  In  1360  he  had  the  king's  letter  to  attend 
Lionel,  the  king's  fon,  earl  of  Ulfter,  into  Ireland,  to 
recover  that  kingdom.  He  died  in  1379,  leaving  his 
eftate  to  (ir  Thomas,  his  (on  and  heir,  who  was  fum- 
moned  to  parliament  in  13^1,  and  in  1384  was  one 
of  thofe  barons  whom  the  king  furnmoned  to  meet 
him  at  Ncwcaftle  upon  Tyne,  compleaily  armed,  with 
his  whole  fervice  due  from  him,  to  accompany  him 
into  Scotland  ;  in  which  expedition  Edinburgh,  and 
many  other  towns,  were  burnt,  without  any  battle 
offered  by  the  Scots,  who  were  fpoiling  Cumberland 
in  the  fame  manner.  In  1391  he  had  licence  to  ac- 
company the  duke  of  Gloucefter  into  Pruflia.  In 
1395,  Oclober  20,  there  was  a  caufe  in  the  court  of 
chivalry,  between  fir  John  Lovell,  knt.  plaintiff,  and 
this  fir  Thomas,  defendant,  concerning  the  arms  of 
the  family  of  Morley,  which  they  had  borne  for 
fome  time,  viz.  arg.  a  lion  rampant  fab.  crowned 
and  armed  or.  which,  as  the  plaintiff  declared  in  his 
libel,  belonged  to  the  lords  Burnel,  whofe  heir  he 
was,  as  he  then  proved.  Lord  Morley  pleaded  that 
the  arms  belonged  to  his  anceflors  from  the  conquefl, 
time  out  of  mind,  without  impeachment,  except  by 
Nicholas  lord.  Burnel,  at  the  fiege  of  Calais,  who 
claimed  againft  fir  Robert  de  Morley,  his  anceftor, 
to  whom  the  arms  were  adjudged  by  the  conflable 
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and  marfhal,  and  after  Robert's  death  his  Ton  Wil- 
liam bore  them,  and  the  faid  Thomas  had  borne 
them  in  divers  expeditions  with  the  king's  uncles, 
being  his  lieutenants ;  upon  this  the  plaintiffallowed, 
that  fentence  was  given  for  fir  Robert  at  Calais,  but 
fays,  they  were  adjudged  to  fir  Robert  for  his  life 
only,  being  to  revert  to  the  lords  Lovcl  and  Burnel, 
and  their  heirs ;  to  which  the  defendant  anfvvered, 
that  the  judgment  was  then  given  for  fir  Robert  Mor- 
ley,  who  was  his  grandfather;  that  fir  William  Mor- 
ley,  his  father,  always  bore  them,  and  that  he  him- 
felf  had  hitherto  done  fo,  and  that  his  grandfather 
died  in  the  time  of  Edward  III.  in  the  French  wars, 
and  fir  William,  his  father,  was  in  France  at  the 
fame  time  with  his  father,  and  that  neither  he  nor  his 
grandfather  was  ever  impeached  for  them;  in  the 
pleadings  it  was  argued,  that  the  triplication  of  the 
plantiff  fhould  be  admitted  this  time,  but  not  for 
the  future  in  any  other  caufe,  it  being  contrary  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  court,  and  it  was  ordered,  "  that 
none  but  lords,  knights,  efquires  of  honor,  and  gen- 
tlemen having  knowledge  of  arms,  fliould  be  ad- 
mitted as  witneifes,  and  no  other  commoners,  and 
all  to  be  fworn,  except  the  dukes  of  Lancafter,  York, 
Gloucefter,  and  the  earl  of  Derby ;"  they  had  full 
liberty  to  make  proof  by  deeds,  chronicles,  monu- 
ments, witneffes  of  abbots,  priors,  and  other  men 
of  holy  church,  and  other  honorable  perfons  that 
knew  their  anceflors.  Several  witneffes  fwore  that 
the  arms  belonged  to  Lovell,  as  heir  of  the  Burnels, 
confirmed  by  Edward  III.  at  Calais.  The  defendant 
on  the  other  fide  produced  divers  grants,  deeds,  Sec. 
to  (how  that  the  arms  were  originally  in  the  Creffi's, 
and  affumed  by  the  Morlcys,  and  that  they  bore 
thofe  arms  ever  fince. 

In 
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In  1396  the  men  of  Hingham  were  difcharged 
from  paying  toll,  as  tenants  in  ancient  demefne. 

Robert,  fon  and  heir  of  fir  Thomas  de  Morleyv 
married  I  label,  daughter  of  lord  Molins,  earl  of  Suf- 
folk. This  fir  Robert  Movley,  knt.  died  before  his 
father,  fir  Thomas,  and  Ifabd  furvived  him. 

In  1407  fir  Thomas  Morley,  knt.  of  Swanton- 
Morley,  was  a  great  friend  to  fir  Edwarol  Haftings, 
knt.  of  Elfing,  his  neighbour,  being  pledge  for  him 
in  the  caufe  between  him  and  the  lord  Reginald 
Grey,  of  Ruthyn,  in  the  court  of  chivalry.  In 
1408  he  procured  an  exemplification  of  the  grant  of 
the  office  of  marfhal  of  Ireland,  made  by  king  John 
to  John  le  Marefchal,  and  his  heirs  In  1412  he 
lefidedat  his  manor  of  Aldby,  and  licenfed-Thomas 
foulden,  of  Welbourner  to  enclofe  lands  in  his  hun- 
dred of  Forehoe.  In  1414  he  obtained  a  writ  under 
the  king's  leal,  directed  to  the  major,  fheriflfs,  and 
other  officers  of  the  city  of  Norwich,  telling  them 
that  Hingham  and  Fouliham  were  ancient  demefne, 
and  that  the  tenants  by  virtue  thereof  were  excufed 
paying  toll  in  all  England,  and  therefore  he  com- 
manded them  that  they  fhould  demand  no  toll  of  any 
of  the  tenants  in  Hingham,  or  Foulfham,  for  any 
goods  bought  or  fold  in  their  city,  nor  difturb  any 
of  them  on  that  account.  This  is  entered  in  an  an  - 
cient  coutt-book  of  mayoralty,  begun  in  the  gd  of 
Henry  V.  This  Thomas  lord  Morley  was  fummon- 
ed  to  parliament  from  1381,  in  the  5th  of  Richard 
II.  to  the  4th  of  Henry  V.  1415,  in  which  year  he 
died,  on  the  2 5th  of  September,  after  he  had  efcaped 
all  the  dangers  of  the  fea  fight  before  Harfleur, 
where  he  behaved  with  great  courage  ;  and  coming  to 
Henry  V.  at  Calais,  after  ten  days  ficknels  of  a  flux, 
or  high  fever,  he  died  there,  and  was  buried  at  St. 

Mary's 
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Mary's  church,  at  Calais,  the  king  of  England,  and 
Sigifmond  the  emperor,  being  at  h;s  folemn  exequies. 
Ann,  his  fecond  wife,  daughter  of  Edward  lord  le 
Defpencer,  and  widow  of  fir  Hugh  Hallings,  of  Fi- 
fing, and  Grcffenhall,  knt.  fui  vived  him,  and  died 
about  1426. 

At  his  death  his  eftate  went  to  his  grandfon,  fir 
Thomas  lord  Morley,  baron  of  Rhye,  and  marfhal 
of  Ireland.  In  1414  he  was  retained  to  ferve  Henry 
V.  in  his  French  wars,  and  was  to  be  at  Dover,  May 
23,  with  ten  men  at  aims,  and  thirty  archers  on 
Lorfeback,  and  was  to  be  paid  a  quarter's  wages  down 
in  Englifh  'gold,  or  other  money  current  in  Fiance, 
by  the  trcafurer  at  war  there;  and  on  May  i,  1420, 
he  covenanted  with  the  k'ng  to  have  all  the  prisoners 
he  and  his  men  could  take,  except  kings,  princes, 
kings  fens,  and  efpccially  Charles,  who  called  him- 
fclf  Eiauphia;  de  Vienne,  and  other  great  captains  of 
royal  blood,  and  other  captains  and  lieutenants  under 
the  faid  Charles,  except  alfo  all  thofe  who  murdered 
the  duke  of  Burgoyne.  The  leal  to  this  indenture 
are  the  arms  of  Mt  rley,  but  the  lion  is  not  crowned, 
the  creft  is  a  bear's  head  muzzled,  the  circumfcrip- 
tion. — Sigillum  'Thome  Morley,  Marejcalli  HiLernic. — 
He  lived  till  the  14th  of  Henry  VI.  1435,  and  then 
died  feifed,  jointly  with  Ifabel,  his  wife,  of  the  whole 
eftate,  and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  Hingham, 
under  a  noble  monument  againft  the  north  wall, 
which  flill  remains,  the  faid  Ifebel,  his  wife,  being 
buried  by  him,  as  is  before  obferved. 

At  his  death  Robert  lord  Morley,  his  fon,  fuc- 
ceeded,  but  died  in  1442;  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
William  Roos,  his  wife,  furvived  him,  by  whom, 
he  had  only  one  daughter  and  heirefs,  then  an  in- 
fant, named  Aliaoora,  or  Eleanor,  who  inherited  his 

whole 
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whole  eftate,  and  fhe  afterwards  married  William,  a 
younger  Con  of  William  lord  Lovcll,  of  Tichmarfh, 
who  in  her  right  became  lord  Morley,  and  in  1466 
had  his  homage  refpited  for  fome  time  ;  he  was  pof- 
feffed  of  the  eftate,  and  died  feifed  of  it,  July  23, 
J475j  an<^  Eleanor,  his  wife,  died  Auguft  20,  the 
fame  year,  leaving  Henry  Novell,  lord  Morlev,  their 
Ion  and  heir,  a  minor;  and  in  1487  he  had  fpecial 
livery  to  enter  all  his  lands.  In  1489  he  fettled 
Hingham,  Buxton,  and  Forehoe  hundred,  on  truf- 
tees,  to  pay  his  debts,  and  this  very  year  he  was  flain 
at  Dixmue,  in  Flanders,  leaving  no  iffiie  by  Eliza- 
beth, his  wife,  who  was  daughter  to  John  DC -la- 
Pole,  duke  of  Suffolk;  for  which  reafon  his  eftate 
defccnded  to  Alice,  his  only  filler,  then  the  wife  of 
fir  William  Parker,  of  London,  km.  who  had  pof- 
feffion  of  the  manors  of  Hingham,  &c.  the  hundreds 
of  Eynsford  and  Forehoe,  the  advowfons  of  Hing- 
ham, &c.  in  Norfolk,  and  manors,  &c.  in  Eliex, 
Oxfordfliire,  Hertfordfhire,  and  Buckinghamshire. 
After  the  death  of  fir  William  Parker,  knt.  fhe  re- 
married-fir  Edward  Howard,  fecond  fon  of  Thomas 
duke  of  No.'folk;  he  was  ele&ed  knight;  of  the 
garter,  but  never  inflailed,  for  being  admiral  of 
England,  he  was  killed  before  Breft,  April  25,  in  the 
5th  of  Henry  VIII,  This  Alice  at  her  death,  which 
happened  about  151$,  was  buried  in  this  chancel, 
and  by  will  ordered  26!.  135.  4d.  to  be  expended  for 
a  grave-ftone  to  be  laid  over  her. 

v 

Sir  Henry  Parker,  lord  Morley,  fon  and  heir  of 
fir  William  Parker,  and  the  faid  Alice,  was  firft 
knight  of  the  Bath,  and  afterwards,  in  the  2 1  ft  of 
Henry  VIII,  1.529,  was  fummoned  to  parliament  by 
the  title  of  lord  Morley,  baron  of  Rhye ;  he  married 
Alice,  daughter  of  fir  John  Bletfo,  knt.  Auguft  18, 
this  Henry,  and  three  others,  were  appointed 

commiiliouer* 


commiffioners  to  carry  the  garter  to  Ferdlnan^o'-  In- 
fant of  Caftile.  In  I  ',36,  upon  the  marriage  of  fir 
Henry  Parker,  knt.  his  fon  and  heir,  with  Grace, 
daughter  and  heirefs  of  fir  Robert  Newport,  of  Pel- 
harn,  in  Hertfordftiire,  he  got  an  aft  of  parliament 
patted  to  enable  hitnfelf  and  wife  to  fettle  divers  lands 
and  tenements  on  the  faid  Grace,  in  jointure:  This 
fir  Henry,  the  fbn,  had  iflue  by  his  fiiit  wife,  Henry 
lord  Moriey,  and  by  Elizabeth,  his  fecond  wife,  who 
wus  the  fole  daughter  and  heirefs  of  fir  Philip  Cal- 
thorpe,  knt.  he  had  fir  Philip  Parker,  of  Anvarton, 
knt.  whofe  fon,  fir  Calthorpe  Parker,  knt.  was  great- 
grandfather to  the  late  fir  Philip  Parker,  of  Arwarton, 
bart.  wh  fe  heirs  by  lineal  defcent  are  entitled  to  be 
lords  Moriey,  the  iffue  of  the  firft  wife  failing  in 
Thomas  lord  Moriey,  and  Monteagle,  who  died  in 
1697. 

1°  J  547  Henry  lord  Moriey  was  po0eDTed  of 
Hingham,  with  all  its  members,  divers  fmall  manors, 
or  free  tenements,  being  now  purchafed  in,  and 
united  to  the  manor  ;  fir  Henry  Parker,  fon  and  heir 
to  lord  Moriey,  died  about  1550,  and  about  a  year 
after,  Elizabeth,  his  widow,  married  fir  William 
Wodehoufe,  knt.  at  the  death  of  Henry  lord  Mor- 
iey, father  of  the  laft-mentioned  Henry,  who  out- 
lived his  fon,  and  died  in  1556. 

Sir  Henry  Parker,  knt.  his  grandfon,  inherited,  as 
lord  Moriey,  baron  of  Rhye,  and  heir  \.6  the  hun- 
dreds of  Forehoe,  Eynsford,  Hingham,  Sec.  Upon 
his  marriage  with  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heirefs  of 
Edward  Stanley,  earl  of  Derby,  he  fettled  the  hun- 
dred of  Forehoe,  Sec.  on  Henry  Stanlev,  lord 
Strange,  her  truftee ;  by  the  faid  Ifabel  he  had  Ed- 
ward lor^i  Moriey,  who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
and  heirefs  of  YVilliam  Stanley,  lord  Monteagle.  in 

whofe 
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vvhoje  right  William,  their  Ton,  became  lord  Mont- 
eagle.  This  Edward  was  fummoned  to  parliament 
in  the  23d  of  Elizabeth  by  the  name  of  Edward  lord 
Morley,  baron  of  Rhye,  and  had  the  manors  of 
Hingham,  Sec.  befides  others  in  Effex  and  Hertford- 
fhire  :  at  the  death  of  fir  William  Stanley,  knt.  lord 
Monteagle,  who  died  November  10,  in  the  sgd  of 
Elizabeth,  at  Skipton,  in  Yorkfhire,  Elizabeth  lady 
Morley  was  found  to  be  his  heirefs.  It  was  this 
Edward  that  divided  and  fold  moft,  if  not  the  whole, 
of  the  antient  eftate  of  the  lords  Morley  in  this  coun- 
ty ;  and  this  manor,  advowfon,  and  hundred  of 
Forehoe,  about  1583,  belonged  to  fir  Thomas  Lo- 
vel,  of  Eaft-Hafling,  knt.  who  left  it  to  fir  Francis- 
Lovel,  knt.  his  fon  and  heir,  who  owned  it  in  1620, 
in  which  year,  by  deed  dated  April  2,  he  alienated 
the  manor  of  Hingham,  Waters,  Andrews,  and  Ba- 
confthorpe,  with  their  appurtenances  in  Hingham, 
Hardingham,  Sec.  with  die  hundred  of  Forehoe,  to 
fir  Henry  Bedingfield,  knt.  in  truft,  who  the  next 
year  joined  with  the  faid  Francis  Lovell,  and  con- 
veyed them  abfolutcly  to  fir  Thomas  Wodchoufe. 
knt.  and  his  truftees,  by  deed  dated  April  i,  in 
whofe  family  they  have  continued  ever  fince,  fir  John 
Wodehoufe,  bart.  of  Kirnberley,  being  now  lord 
and  patron. 

This  manor  is  flill  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of 
antient  demefne,  the  chief  of  the  lands  are  free- 
hold, and  all  fines  and  recoveries  of  the  freehold 
lands  held  of  the  manor  arc  levied  and  fuffcred  in 
the  court  here,  fines  and  recoveries  at  common  law 
are  void,  and  have  been  fet  afide.  There  is  a- lake, 
or  mere,  called  Southmere,  Seamcre,  or  Semere, 
which  belongs  to  the  lord  ;  the  courts  are  held  by 
the  inioken  and  Outfoken,  and  there  were  feparare 
juiici  lor  th,j  Several  united  manors  of  Baconflhorpe, 

Waters, 
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Waters,  and  Andrew's;  the  leer  belongs  to  the  ma- 
nor, at  which  the  conftables  and  four  heywards,  or 
mefTors,  are  chofen;  there  is  a  weekly  market  on 
Saturday,  and  three  annual  fairs,  viz.  on  St.  Mat- 
thias's day,  Feb.  24,  O.  S.  on  St.  Matthew's  day, 
Sept.  21,  O.  S.  and  on  Whiifun-Tuefday. 

The  Atlas,  fol.  508,  tells  us,  that  "  this  town 
"  hath  had  the  bad  fate  to  be  burnt  down,  but  is 
"  fince  re-buih  in  a  finer  form,  and  the  inhabitants, 
"  fuitable  to  the  place,  arc  taken  notice  of  as  a 
"  genteel  fort  of  people,  fo  fafhionable  in  their 
*'  drefs  that  the  town  is  called  by  the  neighbours 
44  Little  London." 

St.  ANDREW'S  MANOR,  in  Hingham,  was  originally 
part  of  the  Capital  Manor,  granted  by  the  lords 
thereof  to  the  family  fitnamed  de  Hingham,  and 
moft  likely  to  that  fir  Andrew  dc  Hingham,  knt.  who 
confirmed 'the  gifts  of  his  father,  and  his  anceflors, 
of  lands  in  Burgh,  and  Thurton,  to  Langley  abbey, 
from  whom  the  manor  received  its  name  ;  he  was 
father  of  fir  Ralph  de  Hingham,  knt.  who  was  juflice 
ef  the  King's  Bench,  and  held  that  poft  fixteen 
years,  and  in  1270  had  40!.  per  ann.  fee.  He  was 
canon  of  the  church  of  St.  Paul,  in  London,  juflice- 
itinerant  in  1271,  72,  74,  &c.  and  was  chief  com- 
mifTioner  for  the  government  of  the  kingdom  in  the 
abfence  of  Edward  I.  when  he  went  into  the  Holy 
Land ;  but  after  that  king's  return,  he  was  one  of 
the  judges  that  was  turned  out  of  his  place  for  bribe- 
ry and  corruption,  being  fined  7000  marks,  a  pro- 
digious" fum  in  thofe  days,  which  being  not  imme- 
diately paid,  he  was  imprifoned,  and  after  banifhed, 
with  nine  more  of  his  brethren,  two  only  efcaping;  but 
after  his  fine  was  paid  he  gave  fuch  figns  of  true 
repentance,  and  fuch  fatisfaclion  to  the  public  for 

his 
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his  faults,  that  he  was  made  chief-juftice  of  the 
common-pleas  in  the  ift  of  Edward  II.  1308,  and 
dying  that  year,  was  buried  under  a  niche  in  the 
wall  of  the  north  aile  of  St.  Paul's  cathedral.  In 
1278  he  gave  a  houfe  in  Holme,  by  the  common  of 
Runclon,  to  the  parfon  of  St.  Mary,  in  Run&on,  and 
his  fucceffors,  forever,  with  an  acre  of  land  belong- 
ing to  it.  In  1282  he  was  fummoncd  with  the  other 
judges  to  be  at  Salop,  to  advife  with  the  king  about 
the  Welfli  affairs :  this  parliament  was  held  at  A&on- 
Burnel.  In  1298  he  conveyed  part  of  Hingham- 
wood,  which  belonged  to  this  manor,  to  William, 
ion  of  fir  John  le  Marshall. 

In  12 86  Robert  de  Hingham  held  this  manor  by 
the  judge's  grant,  and  was  prefented  for  holding  a 
whole  knight's  fee,  and  being  of  full  age,  and  not 
knighted:  it  feems  he  died  not  long  after;  for  in 
1296  William  de  Hingham,  another  brother  of  the 
judge,  held  it  of  him  for  life. 

Mr.  Neve  fays,  that  in  1307  Ralph  de  Hingham 
was  fummoned  to  attend  the  coronation  of  Edward  II. 
with  the  other  judges  of  the  realm,  and  of  the  king's 
council.  I  his  manor  immediately  after,  if  not 
before  the  judge's  death,  was  conveyed  to  the  lord  of 
the  head  manor,  and  now  it  continues  a  member 
of  it. 

There  are  divers  other  fmall  manors  now  included 
in  the  great  manor  of  Hingham  cum  Membris,  as 

BACONSTHORPE,  fo  called  from  Robert  de  Bacons- 
Thorpe,  lord  in  1314,  who  then  held  k  at  half  a 
fee. 

ROTHING-HALL,  of  which  we  find  nothing  more, 

but  that  K  was  held  at   the  fourth   part   of  a   fee  in 
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1239  by  Peter  de  Letheringfet,  and  feems  to  belong 
to  John  de  Wyfarn,  who  had  free-warren  granted  him 
here  in  1327  ;  it  was  called  Rothing,  no  doubt,  from 
fome  of  its  ancient  lords. 

WATERS  belonged  to  William  de  Calthorpe,  who 
had  free-warren  granted  him  in  1270,  and  feems  to 
belong  to  William  dc  Blundevile,  of  Newton,  in 


WILBY  MANOR  belonged  to  Oliver  de  VauX,  one 
of  the  rebellious  barons,  who  held  it  of  the  capital 
manor;  in  1215  it  was  fcized  by  the  king,  and  was 
afterwards  fir  William  de  Huntercomb's,  in  right  of 
Alice,  his  fecond  wife,  whofe  fecond  fon,  Thomas, 
inherited  it.  In  i  290  Baldwin  de  Manerijs  had  free- 
warren  granted  him  here.  In  1413  John  Wilby  was 
lord,  from  whom  it  took  its  prefent  name,  and  he  it 
was  that  conveyed  it  to  the  Morleys. 

GURNEY'S  MANOR  was  part  of  the  great  manor, 
granted  to  a  younger  branch  of  the  family  before 
the  forfeiture  ;  it  continued  always  in  the  family  of 
that  name,  refiding  at  Barfham  and  Great  Ellingham, 
in  this  county  ;  Henry  Gurney  was  lord  in  1572; 
how  it  patted  afterwards  we  do  not  find  ;  but  in  1715 
it  was  owned  by  Mr.  Larwood,  of  Norwich,  mer- 
chant. 

ELLINGHAM-HALL  MANOR  took  its  name  from  its 
owners.  In  1292  Ralph  de  Buckenham,  parfon  of 
Great  Ellingham,  as  truftee,  fettled  this  manor  on 
Alexander  de  Ellingham,  who  added  to  it  by  pur- 
chafing  many  lands  of  Roger  de  Broom  ;  it  was  held 
by  half  a  fee  of  the  earl  Marfhal.  In  1401  Richard 
Caus  held  it. 

The 
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The  Morleys  were  concerned  here  long  before 
they  were  poffeffed  of  the  manor,  Inguph  de  Morley, 
who  was  a  witnefs  to  the  foundation  charter  of  Wy- 
mondham  priory,  held  lands  of  the  head  manor; 
and  after  the  head  manor  went  out  of  the  family, 
there  was  a  good  eftate  remained  in  a  younger  branch 
of  it,  which  paffed  with  that  branch,  as  Roydon  did, 
to  the  Ratcliffs.  In  1482  Robert  Morley,  efq.  who 
•was  buried  in  Hingham  church,  ordered  his  beft 
horfe,  faddle,  and  bridle,  to  be  led  before  his  body 
at  the  day  of  his  burial,  and  to  be  delivered  at  the 
church  to  the  curate,  or  his  deputy,  in  the  name  of  a 
mortuary. 

There  is  a  free-fchool  here,  and  north-weft  of  the 
church, 'about  four  furlongs  diftance,  isahandfome 
feat,  built  by  the  late  Thomas  Bullock,  efq.  captain 
in  the  eaftern  battalion  of  the  Norfolk  militia  in 
1759,  and  is  now  the  property  of  his  fon,  Thomas 
Bullock,  efq.  a  captain  in  the  fame  battalion;  it  is 
at  prefent  inhabited  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Bullock,  and 
has  fome  pretty  fir  plantations  round  it.  Mr.  Capel 
Bringloe  has  juft  finifhed  a  very  neat  houfe  in  the 
town,  and  Hingham  has  in  its  vicinage  feveral. 

This  town  of  Hingham  is  remarkable  for  being 
the  fource  of  the  river  Yar,  or  Yare,  which  takes  its 
rife  here. 

FLOCKTHORPE  is  a  village  now  included  in  Har- 
dingham,  and  contained  all  that  part  of  the  parifh 
lying  in  Forehoe  hundred;  it  is  called  Tokethorp  in 
Doomfday-book,  and  was  in  feveral  parts,  two  of 
\vhich  belonged  to  Cofteffey ;  two  other  parts  of  it 
belonged  to  the  earl  Warren's  manor  of  Barnham- 
Broome ;  and  another  part  belonged  to  Wraropliiig- 
Jri  2 
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ham  manor,  and  was  held  of  Godric  the  Sewer,  by 
Walter. 

The  whole  of  this  village  fell  into  Hardingham 
in  the  time  of  Edward  III.  and  the  name  of  it  is 
quite  forgotten. 

HONINGHAM.  or  HUNINGHAM.  Hoe-ing-ham, 
that  is,  the  village  on  the  fide  of  the  hill  by  the  wa- 
ter, which  anfwers  exaclly  to  its  fituation. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  and  hath 
a  fquare  tower  and  four  bells ;  the  nave,  fouth  porch, 
and  chancel,  are  leaded.  The  church  {lands  on  an 
eminence  at  the  feven  mile-ftone,  on  the  turnpike^ 
road  from  Norwich  to  Eaft  Dereham  and  Lynn. 
The  village  is  about  five  furlongs  weftward,  lying  on 
each  fide  of  a  fmall  beck  which  croffes  the  great  road 
here,  and  is  joined  a  little  below  by  a  brook  from  the 
left:  thefe,  running  by  Eafion  and  Coftefley,  influx 
with  the  river  Wenfum  oppofite  Hellefdon,  after  a 
courfe  of  five  miles  through  one  of  the  mofl.  delight- 
ful vales  in  Norfolk. 

In  the  nave  are  braffes  to  fome  perfons  of  the  name 
of  Vincent,  and  one — To  Johannis  Blakney,  armigeri, 
cujus  anime.  propicidur  Deus. — Elizabeth,  his  wife, 
was  buried  by  him  in  1515. 

Io  a  north  window  are  the  arms  of  Cateline,  im- 
paling Spencer,  Sec.  There  were  alfo  the  arms  of 
Calthorpe  and  Barry ;  and  of  Rider  impaling  Baylie ; 
—M.  S.  Prifcilla,  relict  of  Mr.  Richard  Baylie,  of  Lon- 
don, merchant,  daughltr  of  fir  William  Rider,  of  Lon- 
dont  knt.  died  March  19,  1712,  atat.  62. 

There 
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There  are  two  brafs  plates  fattened  to  the  chancel 
wall,  on  the  north  fide,  on  which  are  thefe  infcrip- 
tions : 

1.  Munere,  Gaudceojunttus,  virtute,  labor "c, 
Temporibus,  patria,  for  tuna,  moribus,  annist 
Funere  conjun5ius,  terras  Catalina  reliquit. 
Foe.lic.es  ambo,  pariler  quos  vita  bealos 
Ftcerat,  &  firnili  paritcr  morsfunere  merfit, 
Corporc  major  eras  Gaudeeo.  imnufque  timebas 
Ctftera.  cumfocio,  focius  Catalina  Unebat. 
Orbajuis  lugct,  Norfokia  mot/la,  patronis, 
Et  doltt  amiffas,  geminate  vulnere,  vires. 

2.  Hos  Marine  regnijlorentes  viderat  annas 
Tertius,  Augujlus  conjunxitjunere  menfis. 
Vos  quibus  ejl  juris  nojtratis  propria  cur  a, 
ViTiitejuJliciae  memores,  mortifque  futures, 
Gracia  non  violet,  -non  ulla  potentia  leges,       c 
Ut  Catalina  jacet,  fie  ccetera  turba  jaccbit. 

This  epitaph  is  taken  out  of  the  reverend  and 
learned  Mr.  Plowden's  book  of  reports. 

Between  the  two  braffes  is  a  mural  monument,  with 
the  arms  of  Cateline  and  Spencer;  his  effigy  is  in 
fcarlet  robes,  with  his  three  fons  kneeling  behind 
him ;  and  her's  in  black,  with  her  three  daughters 
behind  her;  a  fald-ftool  is  between  them,  at  which 
they  kneel.  Serjeant  Cateline  died  in  1558,  and 
this  tomb  was  repaired  by  his  fon  in  1618.  The 
fcrjeant  left  three  fons  and  three  daughters,  whofe 
marriages  are  here  recorded. 

On  a  ftone  in  the  chancel  are  the  arms,  creft,  and 

fupporters,   of  lord   Richardfon,    and     this: — M.S. 

Hie  jaccl  Thomas  Richardfon,  indytus  baro  de  Cramond, 

HS  afud 
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apud  Seotos,  vir  inviclajide,  tt  fortiludine,  quinulUsfana* 
ticorum  faclionibns  infeflus,  incorruptiffimo  Jeculo  integer 
continuity  etjuum  commodum  pra  cauja  rtgali  pojl  habuil, 
tbijt  Maij  16,  anno  Dom.  1674,  tt  tzlalis  fute  47. 
. — Here  alfo  lieth  the  body  of  Anne,  his  lady,  who  died 
Jan.  31,  anno  Dom.  1697. 

The  whole  town  of  Honingham,  with  the  hamlet 
of  Thorpe,  (now  called  Honingham-Thorpe)  belong- 
ed to  the  manor  of  Cofteffey,  when  Honingham  was 
fix  furlongs  long,  and  five  broad,  and  Thorpe  was 
five  furlongs  long,  and  four  broad,  and  both  paid 
6d.  ob.  gelt.  The  whole  town  continued  with  Cof- 
tefTey  fome  time,  till  the  lords  thereof  gra'nted  divers 
fees  and  the  advowfon  of  the  church  from  it,  though 
great  part  of  it,  with  the  paramoumfhip,  belongs  to 
Cofteffey  at  this  day,  having  always  patted  along  with 
it.  The  parts  granted  off  conftituted  the  manors  of 
Horford-hall,  Curfon's,  or  Honingham-hall,  and 
BranftoH's-hall,  or  Honingham-Thoipe  manor.  In 
1434  John  Shepherd,  bailiff"  of  Cofteffey,  and  John 
Baroghby,  forefter,  accounted  for  68s.  quit-rent,  rents 
of  a  fulling-mill,  water-mill,  and  dove-houfe,  for 
2000  arrows  fold  at  los.  which  coft  five  (hillings  the 
making,  and  for  repairing  the  common  oven,  which 
the  lord  maintained  for  his  tenants  in  this  town  to 
bake  in. 

HORFORD-HALL  MANOR  was  granted  from  Coftef- 
fey in  the  lime  of  Richard  I.  to  William  de  Orford, 
or  Horford,  who  granted  a  part  of  it  to  John  le  Bo- 
tiler.  In  1286  Robert  de  Horford,  then  lord,  fued 
the  abbot  of  Bon-Repos  for  the  advowfon,  and 
proved  fo  plainly  that  William,  his  anceftor,  prefent- 
ed  to  a  moiety  of  the  rectory  before  it  was  given  the 
abbey,  that  he  had  a  duel  granted  him  by  the  itinerant 
juftices,  againft  his  adverfary;  but  the  abbot  not 

liking 
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liking  the  judgment,  paid  him  120  marks,  and  got  his 
releafe,  and  confirmation  of  the  advowfon  to  him 
and  his  fucceffors  ;  during  the  difpute,  which  lafted  a 
long  time,  John  de  Ferreby  held  it  in  commendam.  In 
1318  William  de  Orford  held  part  of  it  of  Cofteffey 
manor,  by  the  rent  of  335.  $d.  ob.  yearly,  and  fuit  of 
court  at  Cofteffey  from  three  weeks  to  three  weeks, 
and  the  other  part  of  William  Buller.  In  1323  John 
de  Morele,  of  Afhill,  chaplain,  and  Brian  de  Orford, 
fettled  it  on  Ralph  de  Botilcr.  In  i  507  Thomas 
Blakeney  was  lord;  and  in  1586  Thomas  Marfh,  efq. 
fold  it  to  Richard  Catelyn,  efq.  and  fo  it  was  united 
to  Honingham-hall. 

BRANSTON-HALL,  or  HONINGHAM-THORPE  MANOR. 
Conftamia,  daughter  of  earl  C^nan,  duchefs  of  Bre- 
taigne,  and  countefs  of  Richmond,  gave  to  Chrif- 
topher, her  pantler,  (panetario  fuo]  for  his  good  fer- 
vice  done  her,  the  land  of  Thorpe,  (now  Honing- 
ham-Thorpe)  with  the  appurtenances,  to  be  held  by 
the  twentieth  part  of  a  fee ;  and  the  faid  Chriftopher 
conveyed  it  to  Margaret  countefs  of  Richmond,  for 
forty  marks,  which  Jeffrey,  fon  of  king  Henry,  duke 
of  Bretaigne,  and  earl  of  Richmond,  gave  him  for 
fo  doing;  fhe  gave  it  to  the  abbey  of  St,  Mary  at 
Sawtree,  in  Huntingdonfhire,  paying  to  Cofteffey 
los.  per  ann.  the  abbot  granted  it  off  in  parcels  to 
be  held  of  him.  In  1249  Jeffry  Peytevin  was  pof- 
fcffed  of  two  parts,  and  fettled  them  on  Richard 
de  Brantefton,  whofe  name  the  manor  ftill  bears. 
In  12 73  the  manor  was  much  enlarged,  and  before 
1442  was  united  to  Honingham-hall. 

HONINGHAM-HALL,  orCuRSON's  MANOR,  was  part 

of  Cofteffey,  granted  to  the  Tatefhales,  lords  of  Buck- 

enham-caftle,  and  after  the  divifion  of  the   eftate  of 

that  family,  was  always  held  of  Hetherfet  manor,  by 
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knights  fervice,  it  paying  at  this  day  a  rent  of  35.  4cl. 
a  year  to  the  manor  of  Hetherfct  Cromwell's.  In 
1279  fir  Robert  de  Tatefhale,  and  Mary  de  Nevile, 
held  it,  and  paid  the  fame  cattle-ward  to  Richmond- 
caflle  as  fir  Ralph  FitzTRalph  did,  who  lately  held  • 
it ;  it  came  afterwards  to  the  Cinfons.  In  1345  fir 
Robert  de  Curfon  held  it  at  half  a  fee  of  the  heirs  of 
fir  Robert  de  Tatefhale.  In  1379  John  Curfon,  lord 
here,  died  inteilate.  In  1401  Euflace  Rous  held  it  as 
truftee  to  Katherine,  daughter  of  John  Curfon,  then 
wife  of  Nicholas  Norman,  of  London;  and  in  1442 
the  faid  Catherine  fettled  Curfon' s  and  Bramefton's 
manors  here  on  her  fon,  John  Norman,  whofe  bro- 
ther, John  Norman,  then  an  efquire  in  the  king's 
houfhold,  releafed  them  alfo  in  1465:  this  John  was 
married  to  Emma,  Daughter  of  Robert  Motley,  efq. 
upon  whom  he  fettled  this  manor;  they  left  one 
daughter,  Jane,  married  to  William  Do'iget,  of  St. 
Faith's,  gent,  whofe  fon,  Edmund,  married  Elizabeth, 
fitter  of  fir  Henry  Shainbourn,  of  Sharnbourn,  knt. 
and  in  1547  the  faid  Edmund  Dogget,  and  Anthony, 
his  fon,  fold  the  manors  to  Richard  Caielyne,  efq. 
of  Honingham,  reader  of  Lincoln "s-inn,  and  in  1  558 
the  queen's  ferjeant  at  law;  before  his  death  he  fold 
them  to  Thomas  Barrow,  of  Newton,  in  Suffolk,  who 
died  feifed  in  1390,  leaving  them  to  William  Barrow, 
his  fon  and  heir,  who  firft  married  Frances,  daughter 
of  fir  Robert  Wingfield,  knt.  by  whom  he  had  no  if- 
fue;  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Dandy, 
gent,  he  had  four  children,  of  which  Maurice  and 
Frances  furvived  him;  he  died  Dec.  24.  1613,  and 
was  buried  in  Weflhorpe  church,  in  Suffolk ;  but 
before  his  death,  viz.  about  1600,  he  fold  his  whole 
eftate  here  to  Thomas  Richardfon,  efq.  afterwards 
lord  chief  juflice,  in  which  family  it  continued  till 
Thomas  lord  Richardfon,  his  grandfon,  fold  it  to 
Rich.  Baylie,  D.  D.  prefident  of  St.  John's  College, 

in 
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in  Oxford,  and  dean  of  Sarum  •  he  lies  buried  in  a 
vault  under  a  little  chapel  built  by  himfelf,  at  St. 
John's  College,  Oxford,  in  1667,  atat.  82.  His 
wife,  who  was  fifier  of  fir  John  Robinfon,  bart.  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Toiver,  was  buried  in  Magdalen  church, 
in  Oxford,  in  i6(;6,  leaving  Richard  Baylie,  efq. 
their  fon  and  heir,  who  was  an  India  merchant,  and 
lived  at  London  and  Honingham ;  he  married  Prif- 
cilla,  daughter  of  fir  William  Rvder,  of  London, 
kur.  and  was  created  L.  L.  D  he  died  in  1675,  and 
was  buried  by  his  father,  leaving  William  Baylie,  efq. 
of  Honingham,  who  died  fingle,  and  Prifcilla  B:ivlie, 
a  daughter,  who  fold  Honingham  to  Mr.  Charles 
Cotton,  of  Gracechurcfi-ftreet,  London,  mercer,  who 
fold  it  to  William  Townfhend,  efq.  a  younger  fon  of 
Charles  lord  vifcount  Townfhend.;  he  married  Heq-t 
rietta,  daughter  of  lord  William  Pauleit. 

The  right  honorable  Charles  Townfhend  is  the 
prefent  loid. 

The  prefent  Charles  Townfhend  is  one  of  the 
members  for  Yarmouth,  which  has  been  for  many 
years  repiefented  by  different  branches  of  the  Wai- 
pole  and  Townfhend  family,  particularly  fince  the 
time  of  the  great  fir  Robert  Walpole,  who  eftablifheJ. 
.firft  the  imereft  in  that  borough  to  his  family,  and 
the  Townfhends.  Mr.  Townfhend  is  alfo  one  of 
his  Majefty's  moft  honorable  privy  council,  and  joint 
vice-trealurer  of  Ireland. 

Sir  Thomas  Richardfon,  knt.  who  purchafed  Hon- 
ingham, was  born  at  Hardwick  in  1569.;  he  was  re- 
corder of  Bury,  under-fteward  of  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter of  Norwich,  and  afterwards  recorder  of  that  city, 
and  reader  of  LincolnVinn  in  1612;  in  Michaelmas 
term  the  year  following  was  made  ferjeant  at  law, 

then 
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then  chancellor  to  the  queen,  and  after  that  the  king's 
ferjeant ;  was  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in. 
j62o,  was  knighted  whilft  he  was  fpeaker,  and  on 
November  28,  1626,  was  made  lord  chief-juflice  of 
the  Common-pleas  by  Charles  I.  and  Oc"i.  24,  1631, 
lord  chief-juftice  of  the  King's-bench.  and  died  Feb. 
4,  1634,  at  his  houfe  in  Char.cery-lane,  and  was 
buried  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  choir  of  Weftminftei  -> 
abbey,  where  his  monument  remains.  Urfula, 
daughter  of  John  Southwell,  of  Barham-hall,  in 
Suffolk,  efq.  was  his  fir  ft  wife,  by  whom  he  had  five 
Tons  and  feven  daughters,  of  which  one  fon  and  four 
daughters  furvived  him.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  fir 
1  homas  Beaumont,  of  Stoughton,  in  Leiceflcrfhire, 
was  his  fecond  wife  ;  after  her  marriage  with  the  lord 
chief-juflicc  fhe  was  created  baronefs  of  Cramond,  in 
Scotland,  for  life,  by  letters  patent,  bearing  date  Feb. 
28,  1628,  by  which  fir  Thomas  Richardfon,  fon  and 
heir  of  the  lord  chief-juftice,  was  created  baron  of 
Cramond  after  her  deccafe.  She  was  buried  in  Wefl;- 
minfter-abbey,  and  had  no  iffue  by  the  lord  chief- 
jultice. 

Sir  Thomas  Richardfon,  knt.  was  created  heir  ap- 
parent to  the  barony  of  Cramond,  but  never  lived  to 
enjoy  it;  for  he  died  before  his  mother-in-law,  and 
lies  buried  in  Honingham  chancel,  under  a  black 
marble  in  the  altar-rails,  with  this  infcription : — Deo 
Optimo  maxirno.  Depojitum  Thomce  Richardfoni,  dc  Ho- 
ningham, in  comitatu  Norfolcice,  equitis  aurati,  baronis 
Scolice  defignati,  obijt  anno  alatis  ^^,Jalulis  1642,  Mar- 
lij  12. 

And  againft  the  fouth  chancel  wall  is  a  mural  mo- 
nument of  black  and  white  marble,  with  his  buft, 
and  the  arms  of  his  two  ladies.  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of -fir  William  Hewit,  knt.  was  his  firft  wife,  by 

whom 
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\vhom  he  had  feven  fons  and  one  daughter :  their 
eldeft  fon,  Thomas  lord  Richardfon,  baron  of  Cra- 
mond,  in  Scotland,  died  May  16,  1674,  and  was 
buried  at  Honingham.  He  married  Ann,  daughter 
of  fir  Richard  Gorney,  lord  mayor  of  London, 
buried  at  Honingham  in  1697.  Their  eldeft  fon, 
Henry,  died  without  iffue,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
brother,  William  lord  Richardfon,  who  died  March 
7,  1719,  and  is  buried  at  Eaft  Walton,  in  Norfolk. 
By  his  rirft  wife  he  had  no  iffue;  but  by  his  fecond, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  and.heirefs  of  Mr.  James  Daniel, 
goldfmith,  of  Norwich,  he  had  William  lord  Richard- 
fon, born  February,  i  714,  who  died  fingle,  July  28, 
1735,  and  was  buried  at  Eaft  Walton;  and  Eliza- 
beth Richardfon,  his  only  fitter  and  heirefs :  fiie  mar- 
ried in  Auguft,  1735,  William  Jermy,  only  fon  of 
Johnjermy,  of  Bayfield,  in  Norfolk,  efq. 

Honingham  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king's  books 
at  SI.  i  2s.  6d.  and  being  fworn  of  the  clear  yearly 
value  of  44!.  33.  iod.  ob.  is  difcharged  of  lirft- 
fruits  and  tenths.  The  ancient  cuftom  of  this  pa- 
rifh  was,  that  when  any  woman  is  churched,  every 
married  woman  in  the  parifli  pay  the  vicar  an  half- 
penny a  piece,  and  the  fame  at  every  parifhioner's 
wedding,  as  the  bifliop  of  St.  Afaph's  collections  in- 
form us. 

This  reclory  belonged  to  the  manor  of  Goftefley 
till  it  was  given  to  the  abbey  of  Bon-Repos,  in  Bre- 
taigne,  in  France,  which  was  founded  in  the  year 
1 184,  June  23,  in  the  parifb.  of  Mur,  in  the  diocefe 
of  Quixmer,  by  Alan  de  Rohan,  fon  of  the  vifcount 
of  Rohan,  with  the  confent  of  Conftance,  his  wife, 
as  Lobmeau  in  his  hiftory  of  Bretaigne,  (p.  1 68)  in- 
forms us,  to  which  abbey  the  faid  Alan  gave  this  ad- 
vowfon,  &c.  notwithstanding  which,  in  1234,  Henry 

III. 
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III.  claimed  the  advowfon  againft  the  abbot,  alledg- 
ing  that  king  John,  as  guardian  to  the  lands  of  the 
earl  of  Bretaigne,  prefented  twice  to  the  reclory,  as 
belonging  to  Coftefley  manor;  but  the  claim  dropped 
upon  the  abbot's  proving  that  the  manors  of  Coftef- 
fey,  and  Honingham,  were  the  inheritance  of  Conan 
earl  of  Bretaigne,  who  gave  them  to  Alan  vifcount 
of  Rohan,  in  marriage  with  Conftance,  his  daughter, 
which  Alan  gave  the  advowfons  to  the  abbey,  as  the 
deeds  proved;  and  the  jury  alfo  found,  that  this 
church  formerly  had  two  moieties,  which  were  confo- 
lidated  by  Pandulf  bifhop  of  Norwich,  and  that  Go- 
nan  prefented  to  the  whole  church  before  he  gave  it 
to  Alan  de  Rohan,  and  as  a  whole  church,  or  ad- 
vowfon, it  was  given  to  the  abbey,  and  afterwards 
was  leafed  to  the  abbot  of  Sawtree  for  ever,  paying 
the  rent,  who  got  it  appropriated,  and  had  the  houfe, 
a  carucate  of  land,  and  a  manor  thereto  belonging, 
and  fix  acres  of  the  vicars  land  affigned  to  the  con- 
vent, with  the  great  tithes,  and  for  this  reclory  the 
abbey  was  valued  to  the  tax  at  twenty-five  marks. 
The  vicar  had  a  houfe  and  fixiy  acres  of  land,  and 
all  fmall  tithes  affigned  to  him  ;  the  abbot  was  laid  at 
4!.  155.  lod.  for  his  temporals  here.  At  the  dilfolu- 
tion  the  impropriate  reflory  and  manor  thereto  be- 
longing, with  all  the  temporals  of  Sawtrec-abbey,  and 
the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  came  to  the  crown, 
from  whence  they  were  afterwards  granted,  in  1544, 
to  fir  Richard  Williams,  alias  Cromwell,  knt.  who 
the  fame,  year  fold  them  to  Thomas  Holl,  gent,  of 
Heigham,  by  Norwich ;  he  died  feifed  April  30, 
1557,  leaving  them  to  Thomas,  his  fon  and  heir. 
In  1571  Thomas  Southwell  had  it  for  life,  and  at  his 
death  it  went  to  the  Catelyns,  and  fo  became  joined 
to  the  other  manors,  as  it  Itill  continues. 

The 
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The  revenues  of  the  college  of  St.  Mary  in  the 
Fields  at  Norwich,  lying  in  this  town,  were  granted 
to  Theophilus  Adams,  and  Thomas  Buteler,  gents. 

In  1202  William  de  Eafton  gave  a  tenement  and 
lands  in  Honingham,  and  Thorpe,  to  the  prior  and 
canons  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  at  Thetford,  for  which, 
that  houfe  was  laid  at  43.  4d.  to  the  tax,  in  1428. 

The  abbot  of  Sawtree,  as  perpetual  proflor,  of 
leflfee,  prefented  to  the  diffolution,  only  the  bifhop 
of  Norwich  on  the  appropriation  referved  the  nomi- 
nation to  the  vicarage  every  other  turn. 

The  vicar  returned  ninety-fix  communicants  here 
in  1603. 

In  1753  the  Rev.  Thomas  Roger  du  Quefne  was 
prefented  to  the  vicarage  of  Honingham  by  the  right 
honorable  Charles  Townfhend ;  and  in  1754,  Aug. 
22,  it  was  confolidated  with  Eaft  Tuddenham,  in  the 
hundred  of  Mitford,  of  which  the  patron  and  vicat 
are  the  fame. 

Mr.  Townfhend  has  lately  repaired,  and  very  much 
improved  this  delightful  feat.  The  park  has  many 
fine  eminences,  doted  with  clumps  of  fir,  and  is  to' 
be  furrounded  by  a  paling,  at  a  confiderable  ex- 
pence. 

KIMBERLEY,  or  KIMBURLEY,  wrote  in  Doomf- 
day-book  Ghineburlai.  The  church  is  dedicated  to 
St.  Peter,  of  which,  in  1297,  Nicholas  de  Stutevik! 
was  patron,  it  being  then  valued  at  26!.  135.  4d. 
When  Norwich  Doomfday-book  was  wrote  it  was 
appropriated  to  St.  Giles's  hofpital,  in  Norwich,  that 
the  rector  had  a  houfe  and  forty  acre*  of  land,  taxed 

at 
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at  thirty  marks ;  but  it  is  plain  by  the  inftitutionS* 
that  Stutevile's  appropriation  of  it  to  the  hofpital  was 
never  confirmed. 

There  was  a  chapel  of  St.  Mary  in  the  church- 
yard, the  ruins  of  which  arc  now  vifible  at  the  fouch- 
caft  corner  of  the  chancel ;  at  the  altar  in  this  chapel 
\vas  the  Virgin's  image,  with  a  lamp  burning  before 
it,  and  a  prieft  endowed  to  fay  daily  mafs  there ;  it 
was  founded  before  1370,  but;  the  lands  not  fettled  on 
the  chantry  prieft  regularly  till  1401,  and  then  Henry 
IV.  pafled  a  licence  of  mortmain  for  that  purpofe :  it 
was  twelve  yards  long,  and  feven  wide,  as  the  ruins 
dew  us. 

In  1350  William  Bateman,  bifhop  of  Norwich, 
founder  of  Trinity-hall,  purchafed  the  advowfon, 
and  having  fettled  it  on  his  hall,  appropriated  it  to 
that  houfe  this  year,  referving  a  yearly  penfion  of  2os. 
to  the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  and  the  college  was  charg- 
ed for  their  fpirituals  impropriatc  at  aol. 

The  vicars  were  inftituted  at  the  prefentation  of  the 
college,  who  prefented  two,  and  the  bifhop  inftituted 
\vhichhe  pleafed,  till  1566,  when  Roger  Wodehoufe, 
cfq.  purchafed  the  advowfon  of  the  college,  in  which 
family  it  has  ever  fince  remained. 

In  1764,  Auguft  24,  the  church  of  Kimberley  was 
confolidated  with  Barnham-Broome  two  medieties, 
with  Bickerfton  ;  and  in  i  769  the  Rev.  Philip  Wode- 
houfe, A.  M.  and  now  prebend  of  Norwich,  was  pre- 
fented to  thefe  livings  by  his  father,  the  late  fir  Ai> 
mine  Wodehoufe,  bart.  p.j. 

KI^BERLEY-HALL  MANOR.      Hakene  held   Kim- 
berley at  the  Confeffor's  furvey,  it  was  then  five  fur- 
longs 
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longs  long,  three  broad,  and  paid  igd.  ob.  to  the 
gelt.  At  the  Conqueror's  furvey  it  belonged  to  Go* 
dric.  South-hall  manor,  in  Carlcton,  then  belonged 
to  this  manor,  and  there  were  three  free-men  in  this 
town  that  belonged  to  Hididlhorpe. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  John  Hugh 
de  Gurnaco,  or  Gournay,  a  Norrhan,  was  poffeffed 
f  of  it,  and  gave  it  to  Nicholas  de  Stutevile  with  Gun- 
nora,  his  daughter,  in  marriage ;  he  was  diffeized  of 
it  at  the  time  of  the  diffeizing  all  the  Normans  from 
their  lands,  for  their  rebellion,  which  was  in  i  205,  in 
the  5th  of  king  John,  who  the  next  year  direcled  his 
writ  to  the  fheriff,  to  reftore  Nicholas  de  Stutevile  to 
all  his  lands  that  Nicholas,  his  father,  was  diffeized 
of.  At  the  feizure  the  manor  and  flock  was  affigned 
to  Walter  de  Cantelupe  during  the  king's  pleafure; 
this  Nicholas  died  in  1232  ;  and  in  1257  Simon  de 
Greynviil,  or  Greyvill,  then  hufband  of  Alice,  relict 
of  Nicholas,  and  John  dc  Stutevile,  fon  and  heir  of 
Nicholas,  releafed  all  their  right  to  Wido,  or  Guy 
de  Boutetort,  in  iol.  a  year,  rents  and  lands,  which 
Nicholas  de  Stutevile  had  granted  him  in  Kimberley, 
which  ever  after  was  called  Buutetort's  manor. 

In  1284  Nicholas  de  Stutevile  had  the  affize  of 
bread,  ale,  and  beer,  of  all  his  tenants  here,  and 
held  this  town  of  the  barony  of  Gournay.  After 
this  we  find  no  mention  of  it  till  1313,  when  Mar- 
gery, relict  of  Roger  Cofyn,  of  Norwich,  granted  it 
to  fir  Walter  de  Norwich,  and  Catherine,  his  wife, 
and  their  heirs. 

In  1 34.5  William  de  Holtford,  who  prefented  in 
1342,  Robert  de  Yarmouth,  and  Roger  de  Norwich, 
held  it  at  half  a  fee  of  fir  John  Bardolphs  honor  of 
Wormegay,  but  more  rightly  of  Gournay,  which 

came 
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came  to  the  Bardolphs  by  William  Bardolph's  mar- 
riage wilh  Julian,  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Gournay. 
In  1370  Rog'er  de  Norwich  held  it  of  the  lord  Bar- 
dolph,  paying  a  pair  of  gilt  fpurs  every  year;  and 
foon  after  he  conveyed  it  to  Katherine  deBrewfe,  and 
John  dc:  Norwich,  her  heir.  In  1374  Katherine  de 
Brewfe,  daughter  of  Thomas  de  Norwich,  releafed  it 
to  John  Bacon,  of  Broome,  and  his  heirs.  After 
this  it  came  to  fir  Thomas  Hales,  km.  and  others, 
who  gave  it  for  life  to  Margaret,  wife  of  (ir  Thomas 
Faftolf,  of  Kimberley,  knt.  with  remainder  to  Tho- 
mas Crabbe,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  fble  daughter 
and  heirefs  of  fir  John  Furneaux,  and  their  heirs.  In 
1384  fir  Thomas  Faftolph,  knt.  was  lord,  and  died 
inteflate,  leaving  Margaret,  his  daughter,  who  mar- 
tied  fir  John  Wodehoufe,  or  Woodhoufe,  of  Kimber- 
ley, knt.  After  Crabbe's  death  there  was  a  difpute 
about  this  manor ;  but  John  Crabbe,  fon  and  heir  of 
Thomas  Crabbe,  and  William  Bardwell,  relcafing 
their  right  to  fir  John  Wodehoufe,  the  whole  centred 
in  him,  and  continues  in  his  pofterity  to  this  day. 

The  church  tower  is  fquare,  and  hath  two  bells, 
there  is  a  fmall  fpire,  and  only  one  aile,  which  is 
thatched,  the  fouth  porch  is  tiled,  the  chancel  leaded, 
and  the  north  veflry  is  down.  . 

In  1205  William  de  Kineburle,  clerk,  had  a.  grant 
of  the  vicarage  for  life;  and  in  1218  Nicholas  de 
Stutevile  proved  it  was  a  reclory,  and  recovered  it 
againft  the  king.  In  1441,  Margaret,  widow  of  fir 
Richard  Carbonel,  of  Bedingfield,  in  Suffolk,  lived 
and  died  here,  and  gave  a  legacy  to  the  church ;  her 
ftone  now  lies  in  the  middle  of  the  chancel,  robbed 
of  her  effigy  and  four  Ihields. 

The 
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The  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  61. 
l  as.  3<i.  ob.  and  being  fworn  of  the  clear  yearly  value 
of  22!.  igs.  6d.  ob.  it  is  difcharged  of  firft-fruits  and 
tenths,  and  is  capable  of  augmentation. 

In  1603  Owen  Ducket,  vicar,  returned  eighty  com- 
municants here,  and  that  the  parfonage  of  Kym- 
burle  (as  it  was  then  fpelt)  is  impropriate,  endowed 
with  the  faid  vicarage,  the  cure  being  ferved  by  the 
vicar. 

In  the  middle  of  the  church  formerly  laid  a  ftone, 
but  it  is  now  gone,  to  the  memory  of  John  Jenkins : 
This  Jenkins  was  as  celebrated  a  compofer  and 
matter  of  mufic  as  any  in  his  time;  he  was  chiefly  at 
Kimberley,  and  died  there.  The  parifh  regifter  fays, 
41  John  Jenkins,  efq,  was  buried  O£i.  29,  16  78." 

In  1631  the  church  fleeple  was  rebuilt  by  the 
Wodehoufes. 

The  prior  of  Wymondham  was  taxed  at  l  as.  Sd. 
ob.  for  his  temporals,  and  Marham  abbey  lands  ly- 
ing here,  8cc.  weie  lett  at  405.  per  ann.  and  the  vil- 
lage paid  3!.  12S.  to  every  tenth. 

KIMBERLEY,  or  the  PRIOR  of  NORWICH'S  MANOR.' 
In  1315  Walter  de  Norwich  aliened  to  the  prior  of 
the  Trinity  at  Norwich  lands  in  Kimberley,  8cc.  and  in 
1369  Thomas  Piercy,  bifhop  of  Norwich,  who  died 
Auguft  8,  this  year,  by  his  will  bequeathed  to  the 
precentor  of  this  monaftery,  and  his  fucceflbrs,  feve- 
ral  farms,  lands,  rents,  &c.  in  Kimberley,  &c.  on  con- 
dition he  (hould  fay  mafs  daily! at  St.  Thomas's  altar 
in  the  cathedral,  for  the  fouls  of  his  anceftors,  felf,  and 
benefactors;  and  in  1401  the  prior  of  Norwich  had 
I  a  quarter 
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a  quarter  of  a  fee  here,  which  was  a  fmall  manor, 
now  held  by  leafe  of  the  dean  and  chapter  by  fir 
John  Wodehoufe,  bart. 

BOTOUR'S,  or  BOTF.TOURT'S  MANOR,  was  part  of 
Kiraberley  manor,  granted  by  Nicholas  de  Slutevile 
to  Guy  de  Botetourt,  who  in  1285  had  the  affize  of 
bread  and  beer  of  all  his  tenants.  Jeffry  Swathing, 
and  Maud  Botetourt,  his  wife,  in  1386  conveyed  it 
to  fir  William  Wingfield,  knt.  and  his  poflerity  en- 
joyed it  till  about  1442,  and  then  it  was  conveyed  to 
John  Wodehoufe,  of  Kimberley,  efq.  and  his  heirs, 
fir  John  Clifton,  of  Buckenham-caftle,  releafing  his 
right,  and  fo  did  John  Emond,  of  Cranworth,  efq. 
who  was  heir,  by  defcent,  of  Maud,  daughter  and 
heirefs  of  Bartholomew  Botetourt,  by  her  fecond  huf- 
band,  Emond ;  and  thus  this  manor  alfo  came  to  the 
Wodehoufes,  who  now  enjoy  it,  though  the  fa- 
mily have  removed  their  refidence  out  of  the  limits 
of  this  parifh. 

From  this  manor  the  late  fir  Armine  Wodehoufe 
had  a  claim  to  the  ancient  barony  of  Botetourt, 
claimed  by  Narborne  Bahely,  efq.  late  lord  Botetourt, 
and  governor  of  Virginia:  fir  Armine  not  difputing 
the  claim,  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  this  king's  reign, 
allowed  it  after  a  hearing  of  fomc  days,  and  ordered 
a  writ  accordingly  to  fummons  him  as  a  peer  to  par- 
liament. The  title  is  now  again  extinct,  and  the 
barony  lies  dormant  in  the  prefcnt  fir  John  Wode- 
houfe, bart,  colonel  in  the  caftern  battalion  of  the 
Norfolk  militia. 

Their  firft  feat  here  was  the  ancient  feat  of  the  Faf- 
tolfs,  which  flood  in  the  weft  part  of  the  town,  but 
fir  John  Wodehoufe  in  the  time  of  Henry  IV*  de- 
moliflied  it,  and  built  a  noble  feat  on  the  eaft  part, 

where 
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xvhere  the  family  continued  till  1659,  and  then  fir 
Philip  Wodehoufe  demolifhed  it,  and  removed  to  the 
prefent  feat  at  Downham-Lodge,  which  is  juft  acrofs 
the  river,  dividing  the  parifhes  of  Kimberley  and 
Wymondham,  to  which  Downham  is  a  hamlet; 
the  piece  of  water  which  lies  in  this  parifh,  and  is 
there  faid  to  contain  about  twelve  or  fourteen  acres, 
is  now  extended  into  a  noble  lake  of  about  twenty- 
eight  acres,  which  feems  to  environ  a  large  wood,  or 
carr,  on  its  weft  fide,  rendering  its  appearance  to  the 
houfe  much  more  grand  and  delightful ;  the  rivulec 
that  ran  on  its  caft  fide  is  now  made  a  ferpentine  ri- 
ver, laid  out  in  a  neat  manner,  and  is  the  boundary 
to  the  park,  on  the  weft  and  north  fides,  being  above 
a  mile  in  length :  the  declivity  of  the  hill  on  the 
northern  part  is  a  fine  lawn,  with  the  ferpentine  river 
at  the  bottom  of  it,  which  is  feen  at  one  view  from 
the  grand  entrance  of  the  houfe,  which  was  built  by 
the  late  fir  John  Wodehoufe,  bart. 

Great  improvements  have  been  made  fince  the 
deceafe  of  fir  John  by  the  late  fir  Armine  Wode- 
houfe, both  in  the  waters  and  the  park ;  fir  Armine 
likevvife  greatly  improved  the  family  feat,  adding  four 
rooms,  one  to  each  angle  of  the  houfe,  and  made 
other  confiderable  alterations  and  additions. 

For  treating  in  a  comprehenfive  manner  of  the 
ancient  and  honorable  family  of  Wodehoufe,  of 
Kimberley,  we  need  no  apology;  our  readers,  we 
doubt  not,  will  enter  into  the  detail  of  fuch  illuftrious 
perfonages  with  as  much  avidity  as  we  now  do.  That 
there  have  been  feveral  families  of  ancient  extraction*, 

I  2  Of 

*  There  was  a  family  of  the  Wodehoufes,  of  Wafcham,  in 
Norfolk,  of  ancient  extraction,  and  knightly  degree,  which  by 
Come  are  confounded  with  Kimberley  family,  but  they  always 
bore  a  different  arras. 
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of  this  firname  we  readily  agree  with  Mr.   Collins 
in  his  Baronetage,  as  alfo  that  they  have  been  deno- 
minated according  to  the  cuftom  of  former  ages  from 
their  poffeffions :  the  pedigrees  indeed  of  this  family 
deduce   them  from  Bertram,  of  Wodehoufe-Tower, 
in  Yorkfhire,  who   it    is    faid  compounded  with  the 
Conqueror,  and  enjoyed  his  lands  and  inheritance; 
but  the   pedigree  in  verfe  tells  us,  this  is  fupported 
by  no  evidence,  which   niakcs  us  think  it  as  great  an 
error  as   that  general  one  of  making  this  famiy  of 
Yorkfhire  extraction.     That  Bertram  was  anceftor  of 
the  family  of  Wodehoufe,   in    that  county,  may  be 
true,  but  it  is   as  certain  that  this  family  is  not  de- 
fcended  from  that,  becaufe    the  names  of  the  owners 
of  that  eftate  are  widely   different.     In  the  time  of 
king  John  the  pipe-roll  of  the  loth  of  that  king  tells 
us,   that  Adam  de  Wodehufe,    chaplain,  held  a  bo- 
vate  of  land  in  Wodehufe,  in  Yorkfhire,  that  he  was 
fon  of  Robert,   who  was  fonof  Hugh,  none  of  which 
names  occur  in  this  family  at  that  time;  for   fir  Ri- 
chard  de  Wodehoufe  was  a  cotemporary  with  this 
Adam,  who  was  fon  of  Henry,  fon  of  George;   nei- 
ther is  there  any  occafion   for  us  to  go   out  of  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  nor  indeed  far  from  their  prefent 
feat,  to  find  lands  and  poffeffions    from  whence  they 
might  be  called,    the  Wodehoufes  being    finiamed 
from  a  tenement    and  lands  now   in  Wymondham, 
called  Wodehoufe,  lying   in    Silfield,  which   in  the 
3oth   of  Elizabeth,  at   the  death  of  George  Morley, 
efq.  defcended  to  fir  Richard  Morley,  his  fon  and  heir, 
and  then  contained  a   capital  tenement,  twenty-eight 
acres  of  wood,  paflure,  &c.  and  what  confirms  this 
is,  that  even  in   the  52d  of  Henry  III.  anno  1267, 
the  efcheat  roll  fays,  that  Petronilla  de  \V7odehoufe 
died  feifed  of  Wodehoufe,  and  a  mill  in  Tilney,  to- 
wards which  part  of  the  county  the  family  then  re- 
moved, namely,  to  Roydon. 

That 
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That  they  were  gentlemen  of  good  rank  in  and  be- 
fore the  time  of  king  John,  Peachan  in  his  Blazonry 
informs  us,  p.  164,  which  appeared  to  him  by  the 
ancient  grants  and  evidences  of  the  family,  that  he 
had  feen,  and  from  which  the  pedigree  was  collected  ; 
but  when  the  family  removed  from  their  old  feat  at 
Kimberley  to  this  at  Downham,  many  of  them  being 
left  neglected  there,  became  rotten,  and  were  devoured 
by  vermin  ;  for  which  reafon  we  cannot  aflert  feveral 
things  which  might  have  been  proved  by  them,  which 
we  fhall  therefore  omit,  and  content  ourfelves  with 
the  following  account,  which  flands  fupported  on 
fufficient  authority  : 

To  omit  fir  Bertram  dc  Wodehoufe,  of  whom  the 
Wodehoufes  pedigree  in  verfe,  taken  from  an  old 
roll  in  the  cuflody  of  fir  Philip  Wodehoufe,  rightly 
fays, 

/  leave  unjhakan'd,  their  north-wejl  ancejtric 
Unevidencd,  tho  in  the  pedigree, 
How  that  fir  Bertram,  lord  of  Wodehoufe  Tower, 
Compounded  with  the  Norman  Conquerour. 

We  fhall  begin  with  fir  Confl antine  de  Wodehoufe, 
who  married  Ifabel,  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Bo* 
tetourt,  in  the  beginning  of  Henry  I.  whofe  arms  is 
thus  blazoned  in  old  Englifh  verfe,  as  are  the  arms 
of  all  the  matches  of  the  family,  down  to  fir  Tho- 
mas Wodehoufe's  time. 

This  Botetourt  docs  bear  infield  of  gold, 
A  Saltyr  black  engraitd,  ajhield  thaCs  old. 

From  this  lady  arifes  the  Wodehoufes  claim  to 
the  title  of  Botetourt,  one  of  the  oldeft  baronies  in 
the  kingdom. 


126  HUNDRED     OF 

He  was  fucceeded  by  fir  George  de  Wodehoufe, 
who  flourifhed  in  the  time  of  Henry  I.  whom  he  ac- 
companied into  Normandy,  and  was  at  the  burning 
of  Bajeux,  and  taking  of  Caen-caftle,  of  whom  is 
this  : 

His  king  he  followed  to  the  Norman  plain, 
When  Bajeux  s  burnt,  and  CaJtle-Caen  is  tdtn. 

He  married  Winifride,  daughter  and  heirefs  of 
Lacy.  Sir  Henry,  his  fon  and  heir,  married  Beatrix, 
daughter  of  lord  Say.  Sir  Richard,  his  fon  and  heir, 
is  omitted  in  moft,  if  not  all  the  pedigrees,  but  is 
rightly  mentioned  in  both  the  rolls ;  he  married  an 
Afpall,  and  lived  in  the  time  of  king  John.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Wodelioufe,  his  fon  and  heir,  lived  at  Flitcham, 
in  Norfolk,  the  monaftery  of  which  place  he  is  (aid 
to  have  founded,  and  made  a  cell  to  Walfingham  ;  he 
was  the  firft  of  the  family  that  purchafed  lands  in 
Kimberley,  but  no  manor  there,  though  he  was  lord 
of  manors  in  Norfolk,  and  indeed  by  what  we  can 
fee,  he  was  the  firft  that  removed  from  Wymondham 
fide;  he  married  Petronilla,  daughter  and  heirefs  of 
Clervaux.  It  is  plain  that  he  died  before  1267,  in 
the  5 ad  of  Henry  III.  for  in  that  year  Petronilla  de 
Wodehoufe,  his  wife,  died  ieifed  of  the  tenement, 
WODEHOUSE,  and  lands  and  woods  thereto  belong- 
ing, lying  in  Wymondham.  Francis  Wodehoufe, 
efq.  fon  of  fir  William,  married  the  daughter  and  co- 
heirefs  of  fir  John  Peche  ;  he  was  in  a  fhort  time  fuc» 
ceeded  by  fir  Bertram  de  Wodehoufe,  his  fon  and 
heir;  he 

Attended  that  brave  king,  Edward  the  Firjl, 
Into  the  North,  when  by  Scots  difperjt, 
Slew  twenty  thoujand,  Edcnborou  \hjhook, 
Dunbar  and  Berwick,  where  they  homage  took. 

He 
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He  married  Muriel,  daughter  and  heirefs  of  lord 
Felton,  by  whom  he  had  Fclton's,  in  Great  Maffing- 
ham,  and  Felton's,  or  Hemgrave's,  in  Fordham,  in 
Cambridgefhire,  befides  feveral  other  manors,  and  a 
vafl  eftate.  Sir  William  de  Wodehoufe,  his  fon  and 
heir,  was  fheriff  of  London  in  1329  ;  he  was  a  man 
of  great  value,  and  as  fuch  was  retained  by  the  Black 
Prince,  whom  he  attended  as  a  captain  into  Spain. 
He  married  the  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Humfry  Lut- 
trell.  He  had  two  brothers ;  i .  Robert  de  Wode- 
houfe was  chaplain  to  Edward  II.  and  in  1318  was 
made  baron  of  the  Exchequer,  by  patent,  dated  Oc- 
tober 14,  in  the  i  2th  year  of  the  fame  reign.  In  the 
ad  of  Edward  III.  the  king  prefented  him  to  the 
archdeaconry  of  Richmond,  to  which  he  was  admit- 
ted by  his  proxy,  Sept.  14,  1328  ;  his  will  was  proved 
Feb.  3,  1345,  in  which  he  ordered  his  body  to  be 
buried  in  the  choir  of  the  Auftin  monks  at  Stanford. 
In  1329  he  was  treafurer  of  the  Exchequer.  2.  John 
de  Wodehoufe  was  fleward  of  the  houfhold  to  Ri- 
chard de  Wentworth,  bifhop  of  London,  and  lord 
chancellor  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1339;  and  in 
1357  he  was  chamberlain  of  Chefter. 

Sir  Richard  de  Wodehoufe,  fon  of  fir  William, 
was  of  Roydon,  in  Freebridge-Lynn,  and  by  virtue 
of  his  lands  and  tenements  held  of  Rifmg-Caflle  was 
obliged  to  repair  and  maintain  a  .tower  of  that  caftle, 
to  which  he  alfo  paid  a  fum  of  money  yearly  for 
cafUe-guard,  the  great  Montealt  being  then  thane. 
One  of  the  towers  is  ftill  called  Wodehoufe,  and 
another  le  Strange's  tower.  Fie  married  Alice,  daugh- 
ter and  coheirefs  of  fir  John  Nonhwood,  of  North- 
wood-Barningham.  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon, 
fir  Thomas  de  Wodehoufe,  who  married  Alice,  fifter 
and  heirefs  of  John  Eflmond,  or  Emond,  of  Gran- 
worth,  efq.  fon  of  Roger  Emond,  of  Cranworth,  efq. 
I  4  who 
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who  married  Maud,  daughter  and  hcirefs  of  fir  Bald- 
win Botetourt,   of  Cranworth,  knt. 

Sir  Edward  de  Wodehoufe,  fon  of  fir  Thomas, 
married  a  daughter  and  coheirefs  of  Erpingharn,  whey 
brought  Eaft  Litcham,  which  flill  remains  in  this 
family.  He  owned  lands  in  Kimberley  in  1378.  We 
have  not  met  with  any  account  of  his  fons,  or  daugh- 
ters, befides  fir  John  Wodehoufe,  knt.  who  was  a 
younger  fon,  being  afterwards  in  favor  with  Henry 
IV.  by  whom  he  was  knighted ;  he  came  and  fettled 
at  Kimberley,  having  married  Margaret,  daughter 
and  fole  heirefs  of  fir  Thomas  Faftclf,  of  Kimberley, 
knt.  and  removed  from  the  Faftolfs  feat,  which  was 
at  the  weft  end  of  the  town,  built  a  new  feat,  or 
moated-hall*,  in  the  caft  part,  with  the  tower  within 
the  park,  called  Wodehoufe' s  tower,  thereto  belong- 
ing. Adjoining  to  the  new  park  was  a  place  called 
Anglethorpe.  By  deed,  dated  January  20,  in  the  ad 

of 

*  This  was  the  feat  of  the  family  till  1659,  in  which  year  it 
was  demolifhed,  part  of  it  having  been  in  decay  fome  time  be- 
fore ;  it  was  a  large  fquare  building,  with  a  court  in  the  midil, 
according  to  the  following  description  : 

"  Firft  fell  queen  Elizabeth's  brave  lodging  rooine 

*•  Then  the  fairftately  hall  to  ruin  came, 

"  Next  falls  the  vaft  great  chamber,  arch'd  on  high, 

"  With  golden  pendents  fretted  fumptuoufly  ; 

"  Yet  of  four  parts  three  ft  ill  remained  the  feat 

"  Unto  that  heir  who  firft  was  baronet, 

"  And  to  his  fon,  till  the  long  parliament, 

"  Nobles  and  gentry,  funk  to  difcontent ; 

"  In  which  fad  humour  he  lets  all  the  reft, 

"  Of  this  fair  fabrick  fink  into  its  duft  ; 

"  Down  falls  the  chapel,  laft  the  goodly  towre, 

"  Though  of  materials  fo  firm  and  fto.vre  ; 

"  Time  fcarceunccmei.ts  then",  like  difmal  fate, 

"  Does  England  fuffer  both  in  church  and  ftate. 

"  But  thefe  may  God  re-build,  and  raife  again, 

"  By  reftauration  of  our  fovereign," 
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of  Henry  IV.  upon  his  fon's  marriage  with  Furneaux, 
he  entailed  his  houfe,  which  he  had  new  built,  called 
Wodehoufe's  tower,  and  the  new  park,  called  Wode- 
houfe's  park,  together  with  his  manors  of  Kimberley, 
Corlton,  Thuxton,  Litcharn-Market,  Feltwell,  Sec.  on 
them  arid  their  heirs.  In  1404  he  was  conftable  of 
Rifirig-Caftle.  He  was  fucceeded  by  John  Wode- 
houfe,  e(q.  who  in  his  father's  life-time  was  gentle- 
man of  the  privy-chamber  to  Henry  IV.  and  in  1400 
married  Alice,  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Furneaux. 
On  the  deceafc  ot  Henry  IV.  his  fon,  Henry  V. 
chofe  him  efquire  of  his  own  body.  In  1414  he  was 
admitted  one  of  the  chamberlains  of  the  Exchequer 
for  life.  In  1415  he  attended  the  king's  perfon  to 
the  battle  of  Agincourt,  in  France,  where  he  won 
great  renown  by  his  valiant  prowefs,  fpiriting  up  the 
Englifh  that  were  inclined  to  Hand,  after  Chaiillyon 
lord  of  Dampier,  and  Admiral  of  France,  and  Charles 
lord  Dc-la-Breth,  conftable  of  France,  were  both 
killed.  After  the  battle  inclined  to  the  Englifh, 
many  of  the  French  nobles  fled,  and  got  into  an  old 
fort,  where  by  reafon  of  the  flreightnefs  of  the  paf- 
fage  it  was  difficult  to  overcome  them ;  but  this 
much  famed  lord  of  Kimberley,  and  David  Gam,  efq. 
undertook  andaccomplifhed  the  arduous  talk,  in  which 
tower  the  latter  hero  was  {lain.  In  Drayton's  Poems, 
(fol.  41,  London,  1627)  Mr.  Wodehoufe  is  called 
"  The  Youthful  Knight,"  becaufe  he  fhould  have 
taken  that  honor,  but  refufed  it,  efleerning  it  to  be  a 
fuperior  honor  to  be  an  efquire  of  the  body  to  fuch 
a  mafler,  which  place  he  mufl  have  refigned  if  he 
had  not  been  dubbed  knight ;  and  having  lands  fuf- 
ficient  in  value  to  be  knighted,  he  paid  a  fine  rather 
than  take  that  honor. 

For  this  gallant  adlion  the  king  granted  him  an 
annuity  of  ten  marks  a  year  out  of  his  manor  of 
Thetford,  and  made  him  fteward  of  all  the  dominion 

of 
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of  the  Duchy  of  Lancafter,  in  Norfolk,  and  Cam- 
bridgefhire,  with  a  falary  of  lol.  per  ann.  and  as  a 
perpetual  augmentation  of  honor,  afligned  him  the 
creft  of  a  hand,  ftretched  from  a  cloud,  holding  a 
club,  and  this  motto, — FRAPPE  FORTE'", — ftrike. 
flrong,  or  rather,  beat  down  the  fort,  and  the  favage, 
or  wild  mant,  holding  a  club,  which  was  the  ancient 
crtfl  of  the  family,  was  now  omitted,  and  two  of 
them  placed  as  (upporters  to  the  arms,  which  had  a 
further  augmentation  of  honor  added  in  the  fbield, 
viz.  on  a  chev'ron,  Guife  de  Sang,  as  they  are  borne 
to  this  day.  The  ancient  coat  before  this  addition 
being  only,  fab.  a  chev'ron  or.  betxveen  three  cinque 
foils  erm.  and  the  year  following,  as  a  further  reward 
for  his  eminent  value,  he  gave  him,  by  the  name  of 
his  Beloved  Efquire,  the  priory  of  Wells,  in  Nor- 
folk, which  was  diffolved,  being  an  alien  belonging 
to  Caen,  in  Normandy,  with  all  the  revenues,  ma- 
nors, fervices,  advowfons,  &c.  (except  the  reclories 
of  Wells  and  Gaycon)  that  belonged  to  it,  any  where 
in  England,  to  be  held  by  him  and  his  heirs,  in  ca- 
pite,  by  the  rent  of  a  rofe,  payable  on  Midfummer- 
dav,  in  lieu  of  all  fervices  whatever.  It  appears 
that  immediately  after  this  honorable  addition  to  his 
arms,  he  got  his  feal  made  accordingly;  for  in  1415, 
being  feoffee  for  the  manors  of  Kelling  and  Salt- 
houie,  he  fealed  with  his  new  fcal  Guile  de.  Sang, 
being  on  the  chev'ron,  Sec.  In  1418  he,  the  bifhop 

of 

*  The  motto,  Freppe  Forte,  may  allude  to  this  fort  that  he 
conquered,  it  being  given  him  on  that  account,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable were  the  words  he  ufed  to  encourage  his  men  to  afTail  it, 
it  fignify  ing ,  flrike  down  the  fort,  as  well  as  ftrike  ftrong. 

t  At  Kimberley  park  gate,  by  the  church,  till  very  lately, 
was  always  a  public-houfe,  called  from  its  fign  Kimberley 
Wild  Man,  it  being  one  of  the  fupporters  of  the  arms  of  the  fa- 
mily. It  w*s  anciently  cuftomary  for  figns  of  this  nature  to 
be  made,  to  fhew  what  family  the  houfe  was  fupported  by,  and 
here  the  huntfman  generally  lived. 
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of  Norwich,  and  fir  Thomas  Erpingham,  were  the 
three  commiiTioners  whom  the  loids  of  the  council 
fent  to  perfuade  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  to  go 
into  France,  to  ferve  the  king  with  arms  and  equi- 
page, agreeable  to  their  quality,  who  returned  anfwer, 
that  they  had  no  fuccefs,  becaufe  the  flouted  men 
were  already  in  the  army,  and  thofe  that  remained, 
excufed  themfelves  by  their  poverty,  or  bodily  infir- 
mities. He  ferved  no  lefs  than  four  times  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  viz.  in  1409,  the 
inh  of  Henry  IV.  when  John  Winter,  efq.  was  his 
partner;  in  the  ad  of  Henry  V.  with  John  Inglc- 
thorpe;  in  1414  fir  Edmund  Oldhall  was  his  partner, 
with  whom  he  ferved  again  in  1416:  he  continued  in 
favor  with  the  princes  he  ferved  during  his  whole 
life ;  Peacham  fays  he  was  one  of  the  executors  to 
Henry  IV  and  he  was  alfo  executor  to  Henry  V.*  of 
whom  he  obtained  licence  to  found  a  chantry  prieft, 
to  fing  for  the  fouls  of  that  king  and  his  queen,  and 
of  his  Beloved  Efquire,  John  Wodehoufe,  and  his 
wife,  their  anceftors  and  poiterity,  either  in  the  ca- 
thedral church  at  Norwich,  or  in  the  charnel  chapel 
thereto  belonging  We  have  leen  a  pair  of  beads 
which  were  given  by  queen  Catherine,  wife  of  Henry 
V.  to  the  wife  of  this  John ;  they  are  now  in  the 
cuftody  of  fir  John  Wodehoufe,  and  are  very  large, 
all  of  coral,  except  each  tenth  bead,  which  are 
wrought  gold,  there  being  feventy  in  all ;  there  is  al- 
fo a  crofs  of  gold  hanging  to  them,  and  in  thofe 
days  were  ufed  at  their  devotion.  We  alfo  faw  the 
hilt  of  a  large  fword,  adorned  with  filver,  and  a  long 
knife,  or  poignard,  of  the  fame  workmanfhip,  which 
are  (till  preferved  in  the  family,  arid  are,  without 
doubt,  thofe  ufed  by  this  John  in  the  Agincourt 

battle 

*  He  gave  him  a  gold  cup  in  his  will,  Item,  legamm  Jahanni 
Wodehoufe,  armigero,  mum  cyphum  auri»f 
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battle,  the  form  and  make  of  them  agreeing  exactly 
to  the  time.  He  died  at  Roydon  in  1430  ;  his  will 
is  dated  there,  Jan.  15,  by  which  he  ordered  his  body 
to  be  buried  in  the  lower  chapel  of  the  charnel,  by 
the  cathedral  at  Norwich,  and  ordered  that  after  mafs 
faid  over  his  body  in  the  cathedral  they  fhould  carry 
his  bier  into  the  charnel,  and  there  perform  fuch  fer- 
vices  for  him  as  he  enjoined;  for  which  he  gave  the 
principal,  matter,  or  cuftos,  of  the  Upper  Charnel 
Chapel  6s.  Sd.  and  two  fmall  filver  difties,  gilt,  and 
two  filver  candleflicks,  and  to  each  of  the  priefts  of 
the  charnel  33.  4d.  to  the  chaplain  of  the  Lower 
Charnel  Chapel,  in  which  he  was  buried,  6s.  Sd. 
afterwards  this  chaplain  became  his  chantry  pried, 
and  fu'ng  for  him  till  the  diffolution  ;  the  pedigree  in 
verfe  gives  us  a  full  account  of  him,  and  fays,  in  a 
note  alluding  to  the  arms  and  fupporters,  that  wild 
men  are  called  Wodehoufes,  "  men  apparelled  like 
wild  men,  or  Wodehoufes." 

Henry  de  Wodehoufe,  efq.  was  twenty-four  years 
old  at  his  father's  death  ;  Henry  V.  was  his  godfather, 
by  whom  he  was  recommended  to  Henry  VI.  at  his 
father's  death  he  lived  at  Bocking-Afh,  in  Suffolk, 
and  in  1449  was  lord  of  Well  manor,  in  Gay  ton, 
and  this  year  had  a  charter  of  free-warren  in  all  his 
lands,  woods,  and  demefnes,  in  Norfolk,  and  dying 
the  next  year  without  ilfue,  his  eftate  went  to  his 
brother,  John  Wodehoufe,  efq.  who,  when  the  corn- 
mirTioners  were  appointed  to  fummons  all  perfons  of 
beft  note,  and  tender  them  an  oath  for  the  keeping 
the  peace,  and  obferving  the  king's  laws  for  them- 
felves  and  retainers,  was  returned  as  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal gentlemen  of  Norfolk ;  and  becaufe  he  would 
not  take  the  honor  of  knighthood,  was  fined  accord- 
ingly: he  married  Conltance,  eldeft  daughter  and 
coheirefs  of  Thomas  Gedding,  efq.  of  Icklingham, 

in 
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in  Suffolk,  firfl  relic!  of  Henry  Pooley,  and  after  that 
of  John  Alcyne,  one  of  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
\vhofe  widow  fhe  was  when  he  married  her;  he  is 
fometimes  called  John  Wodehoufe,  of  London,  efq. 
where  he  had  alfo  a  houfe.  He  died  at  Kimberlcy 
in  1465,  as  the  writ  of  Diem  claufit  extremum  fliews 
us  ;  he  and  his  wife  lie  buried  in  the  altar  rails  in 
Kimberley  chancel,  clofe  by  the  north  wall ;  on  his 
flone  is  his  effigy  in  armor,  with  a  label  from  his 
mouth:  flic  flands  in  a  praying  poflure,  with  one 
from  her  mouth.  The  arms  are  loft,  but  the  infcrip- 
tion  on  a  brafs  plate  remains.  Sir  Edward  Wode- 
houfe, his  fon  and  heir,  was  knighted  at  Grafton- 
field,  near  Tewkefbury,  May  4.  147  i. 

This  little  vavafour*  was  oncefojlout, 
That  he  by  force  of  arms  did  dare  to  rout 
The  men  of  TO/t,  tenant*  of  Wejlminfter ; 
Hi 3  plea  was  Harry  s  gift  to  his  ancejler, 
And  fome  fay  fince,  but  they  put  in  a  barr, 
His  title  voided  was,  by  Lancajier. 

The  pedigree  fays,  that  in  1461,  by  order  of  Ed- 
ward IV.  under  his  privy  feal,  he  levied  in  Norfolk 
of  his  followers,  tenants,  and  gentlemen  of  quality, 
no  lefs  than  200,  and  armed  them  at  his  own  charge, 
and  attended  the  king  in  his  journey  into  Scotland, 
being  accompanied,  in  his  own  retinue,  with  two 
dukes,  feven  earls,  thirty-one  barons,  and  fifty-nine 

knights. 

*  A  vavafour,  or  valvafor,  was  anciently  a  nobleman,  next 
in  degree  to  a  baron. 

f  Well  manor,  in  Geyton,  which  came  with  Wells  priory 
to  his  anceftor,  John  Wodehoufe;  but  on  that  priory's  being 
reftored  by  Edward  IV.  and  granted  to  his  chapel  at  Weftmin- 
fter,  the  abbot  re-affumed  it  from  Wodehoufe,  and  carried  it 
againft  him,  by  the  intereft  of  the  duke  of  .Lancafter.  See  Dug, 
jMoq.  vol.  J  ,  fol.  576. 
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knights.  We  find  him  alive  in  1473.  but  canridt 
fay  exaclly  when  he  died,  though  ht  and  his  fccond 
wife  are  buried  in  Kimberley  church,  and  had  an  in- 
fcription  over  them  on  a  brafs  plate,  which  is  lately 
loft:  he  married  two  wives;  firft,  the  daughter  of 
fir  John  Tirrell,  by  whom  he  had  no  iffue ;  fecondly, 
Jane,  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Edmund  Swathing,  of 
Letton,  efq.  by  whom  he  had  iffue.  Sir  Thomas 
Wodehoufe,  knt.  his  fon  and  heir,  was  created  knight 
of  the  bath  at  the  marriage  of  prince  Arthur,  eldefl 
fon  to  Henry  VII.  with  the  Infanta  of  Spain,  and 
wasfent  ambaffador  into  France,  where  he  married  a 
lady  of  Piccardy  for  his  firft  wife,  but  by  her  had 
no  iffue ;  and  for  his  fecond  wife  he  had  Thomafine, 
daughter  of  fir  Roger  Townfhend,  of  Rainham,  knt. 
he  was  deeply  engaged  for  John  De-la-Pole,  earl  of 
Suffolk,  in  great  fums,  which  the  duke  left  unpaid, 
and  being  fued  in  1486,  upon  that  account,  he  had 
the  king's  pardon,  with  reflitution  to  his  lands  and 
goods;  he  died  in  1487. 

Soldier  and  courtier  both,  he  lived  Jo  high, 
Whin  he.  wasjent  to  France  in  embajjy, 
That  he  did  mortgage  many  of  his  lands, 
And  Jo  the  Litcham  manor  was  in  Tow  fences  hands 
Long  forfeited:  return  d  he  him  defies, 
And  challenges :  The  man  of  law  replies, 
Peace,  Sir,  my  penknife  Jhall  your  Jword  rebate, 
lie  hold  my  hold,  but  if  you  plcafe  let's  trtatc, 
And  compromise,  take  you  your  lands  againe, 
And  with  them  for  your  wife  my  Thomajine; 
So  they  agreed,  this  judge  and  knight  was  fa, 
Who  was  the  rayfe  of  Rajnham  s  family  f. 

Sir  Roger  Wodehoufe,  knt.  who  by  reafon  of  his 
fmall  Mature  was  called  Little  Sir  Roger,  xvas  knighted 
by  Edward  VI.  in  1548,  and  is  often  called  Knight 

of 
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of  the  Carpet^;  he  at  the  beginning  of  Kelt's  rebel- 
lion, taking  his  houfliold  iervants  widi  him,  and  three 
carts,  two  laden  with  beer,  and  a  third  with  provi- 
iion,  followed  the  rebels,  defigning  to  have  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  them  to  defift  from  their  wicked 
enterprife,  imagining  that  they  being  his  near  neigh- 
bours, and  knowing  his  former  good  ufuage  to  them, 
would  have  had  refpeft  to  his  kindnefs,  and  have 
minded  his  perfuafions ;  but  on  the  contrary,  they 
feized  him,  ftrippad  him  of  his  apparel,  took  his 
horfes  and  all  he  had  from  him,  cruelly  tugged  and 
cad  him  into  a  ditch  of  one  Morrice's,  of  Nether- 
Ear  lham,  by  Hellefdon-bridge,  and  had  there  flaiil 
him,  had  not  his  fervant  courageoufly  defended  him 
from  their  infults ;  however  he  could  not  free  him 
from  their  hands,  but  they  carried  him  with  them, 
and  imprifoned  him  in  Surrey-houfe,  on  Moufchoid* 
hill,  by  Norwich. 

Of  Kelt  and  his  comrades*,  who  were  about 
To  maim  Iiim,  hut's  man  Edgerly]'  the  Stout 
Him  rejcuzd,  whiljl  courageoujly  he  f  ought  t 
This  fervanf  s  valiant  del  and  loyaltye, 
He  recompenced  with  forty  pounds  in  fee, 
Which  at  this  day  they  enjoy,  andJlilL  inherit. 
And  to  the.  houfejlill  keep  their  hone/If  pint, 
This  little  knight Jlew  at  the  noblejl  game 
In  falconry,  he  was  of  Jo  much  fame, 
That  the  good  Norfolk  duke  him  majler  call 
And  with  hisprefence  of  ten  graced  kit  halt. 

He  had  two  wives,  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  co- 
heirefs  of  fir  Robert  Ratcliflf,  km.  and  Elizabeth, 

daughter 

*  Knights  of  the  Carpet,  were  fo  called,  becaufe  they  kneel 
upon  a  carpet  at  their  creation. 

f  The  UR  of  this  man's  defcendents  died  lately,  and  the 
eftate  laid  in  RuuhalL 
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daughter  of  John  Drury  ;  he  was  buried  in  Kirnber- 
ley  church,  Feb.  10,  1560. 

Thomas  Wodehoufe,  efq.  eldefl  fon  of  fir  Roger, 
'notwithftanding  what  is  faid  in  the  Baronetage,  was 
never  knighted:  in  the  ift  of  Philip  and  Mary  he 
was  high  fheriff  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  which  of- 
fice he  ferved  again  in  the  /jth  of  Elizabeth;  in  the 
4th  and  5th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  and  ift  of  Eliza- 
beth, he  was  burgefs  in  parliament  for  the  burgh  of 
Great  Yarmouth  ;  he  was  in  favor  with  Henry  VIII. 
whom  he  faithfully  ferved  to  his  death ;  afterwards 
being  retained  in  the  fervice  of  Edward  VI.  he  was 
one  of  thofe  valiant  gentlemen  that  went  againft  the 
Scots,  being  ftandard-bearer  in  the  battle  of  Muffel- 
burgh,  in  which  he  was  (lain,  Saturday,  September 
10,  1547,  his  father,  fir  Roger,  being  then  alive. 

Tht  king  his  widow  gave,  the Jpecial grace, 
Of  lady  Hood,  in  title  and  in  place. 

She  was  Margaret,  daughter  of  fir  John  Shclton, 
of  Shelton,  kut. 

His  fecond  brother,  fir  William,  was  vice-admiral 
of  the  Englifh  fleet,  being  knighted  for  his  valiant 
acls  done  in  the  aforefaid  battle  of  MufTelburgh,  and 
after  his  return  became  a  man  of  much  repute  in 
his  country.  In  the  ift  and  sd  of  Philip  and  Mary 
he  was  defied  knight  of  the  fliirc,  with  fir  Nicholas 
Le  Strange,  and  in  the  4th  and  5th  of  Philip  and 
Mary  with  fir  Henry  Bedingfield ;  he  ferved  alfo  for 
the  county  in  the  ift  of  Elizabeth,  with  fir  Nicholas 
Le'Strange  aforefaid,  and  again  in  the  5th  of  that 
queen,  with  fir  Edward  Warner,  knt. 

Sir  Roger  Wodehoufe,  knt.  fon  of  fir  Thomas, 
ferved  in  parliament  for  the  burgh  of  Aldborough,  in 

Suffolk, 
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Suffolk,  in  the  igth  of  Elizabeth,  1570,  and  was, 
knighted  by  that  queen  at  fir  Edward  Clere's  houfe  at 
Blickling,  Augufl,  1578.  The  queen  in  her  return 
from  Norwich,  in  her  progrefs  to  Cambridge,  favored 
him  with  her  prefence,  and  lodged  at  his  houfe  at 
Kimberley,  Friday,  Aug.  22,  1578'":  he  ferved  for 
Thetford  in  Parliament  in  the  a8th  of  Elizabeth,  and 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Corbet,  of  Sprow- 
flon,  cfq.  fitter  to  fir  Miles  Corbet,  knt.  who  furviv-^ 
cd  him,  and  married  George  Kemp,  of  Tottenham, 
in  Middlefex,  efq.  who  in  his  will,  dated  1606,  calls 
her  Mary  lady  Wodehoufe.  -  He  died  in  1588,  and 
was  buried  at  Kimberley,  April  4. 

He  was  nobly  jujt, 


And  wife  in  his  affairs :  witnejs  the  trufi 
He  laboured  under  for  his  departed  friend. 
And  kin/man,  Knyvet,  whom  he  did  defend 
Again/I  the  power  of  court,  he  dared  tof^end 
His  own,   to  vindicate  his  orphan  friend : 
Brave  patriot  was,  weak  metis  defence 
Again/I  opprcffion :  prop  of  innocence. 

Henry  Wodehoufe,  his  fecond  brother,  was  born 
Jan.  3,  1546;  fir  John  Rubfait  and  his  lady  anfwered 
for  him;  he  was  (as  all  his  anceflors  for  many  gene» 
rations  always  were)  juflicc  of  the  peace,  and  twice 
member  for  the  county  of  Noifolk,  viz.  in  the  141!! 
arid3ift  of  Elizabeth. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  fir  Thomas,  married  Tho- 
mas Jones,    of  Lymi-Regis,   efq.   and  afterwards  fir 
K  Denner 

*  There  is  ftill  in  the  family  a  noble  throne,  which  was 
erected  for  the  queen,  in  the  grand  h^U  at  l<Cimberley  ;  it  is  of 
crimfon  velvet,  richly  embroidered  with  gold,  having  on  it  the 
arms  ot  Woiehoufe  and  his  quarterings.  with  the  lupporters, 
all  in  curious  work,  and  on  the  top  a.ie  the  fame  arm*  impaling 
Corbet. 
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Denner  Strutt,  who  lived  at  Kimberley  in  1650;  for 
in  that  year  he  gave  in  his  name  to  Thomas  Brad- 
ford, then  curate,  according  to  an  acl.  for  confining 
malignams  within  five  miles  of  their  dwelling:  fhe 
is  buried  in  Kimberley  chancel.  Againft  the  north 
wall  is  a  monument,  erefted  with  a  figure  kneeling  at 
a  fald-ftool,  with  the  arms  of  Strutt  and  Wodehoufe, 
obijt  November  6,  1 65 1 . 

Sir  Philip  Wodehoufe,  knt.  fcrved  queen  Elizabeth 
both  by  fea  and  land,  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  was  at 
the  conqueft  of  Cadiz,  in  Spain,  and  for  his  valour 
fhown  there,  was  knighted  by  Robert  earl  of  Eflex, 
and  Charles  earl  of  Nottingham,  the  queens  generals. 
On  theacceflion  of  James  I.  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, he  went  widi  Thomas,  his  eldeft  fon,  to  meet 
that  king  in  his  way  from  Scotland  to  London,  and 
at  fir  George  Fermour's  houfe,  in  Northamptonfliire, 
his  majefly  conferred  the  honor  of  knighthood  on  his 
fon;  and  on  the  fir  ft  erection  of  baioncts,  fir  Philip 
accepted  of  that  title,  June  29,  1611.  In  the  28th 
of  Elizabeth  he  was  ele£led  burgefs  in  parliament  for 
Caftle-Rifing,  was  at  the  camp  at  Tilbury,  was  de- 
puty-lieutenant for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  dying 
<H  Kimberley,  was  there  buried,  October  30,  1625. 
His  wife  was  Grizell,  daughter  of  William  Yelverton, 
of  Rougham,  in  Norfolk,  efq.  widow  of  Thomas 
Le'Eftrarige,  of  Hunftanton,  efq.  fhe  died  Auguft  4, 
1635,  and  is  buried  by  him. 

Sir  Philip  nextfuccecds,  his  only  Jon , 
Brought  up  injplendor,  and  high  fajhion, 
Great  Surrey  s  carl  his  god-Jirc  was,  when  he 
So  little  was,  and  young,  next  infancie, 
That  lockt  to  his  J addle  he  itas  forced  to  be, 
To  ride  from  Reuninghall*  to  Kimberlye: 

Right 

*  The  earl  of  Surrey's  feat. 
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In  his  time  the  proper  diftinclion,  knight  ban- 
heret,  and  baronet,  was  much  difputed  and  adjufted*. 
His  eftates  were  then  valued  at  more  than  2000!.  per 
annum. 

Sir  Thomas  Wodehoufe,  knt.  and  bart.  knighted 
by  king  James  as  aforefaid,  was  gentleman  to  prince 
Henry,  was  twice  member  in  Parliament  for  Thet- 
ford  in  the  time  of  Charles  I.  viz.  in  1 639,  and  in 
1640;  he  married  Blanch,  daughter  of  John  Gary, 
baron  of  Hunfdon,  and  earl  of  Dover,  relict  of 
Chriftopher  Peyton,  efq.  he  died  March  18,  1658, 
and  is  buried  in  Kimberley  chancel,  with  verfes  on  his 
flone,  which  lies  towards  the  north  fide,  in  the  altar- 
rails  ;  his  arms  and  thofe  of  his  wife's  are  impaled, 
fupported  by  two  wild  men  holding  clubs,  with  the 
creft  of  the  hand  and  club,  and  Frappc  Fort. 

The  following  vtrjes  were  written  in  honor  of  tlie.  above 
Sir  Thomas  Wodehouje,  knt.  and  bart. 

Thomas,  fir  Philip's  fon,  a  gallant  youth, 
Bred  gallantly,  at  eighteen  years  of  growth 
He  knighted  was,  he  waited  on  a  prince. 
The  faireft  prince  of  hope  that  breathed  fince, 
Henry  the  Great,  fuch  eminence  he  had 
Of  parts  and  perfonage,  his  prince  him  made 
Of  his  bed-chamber,  and  of  his  mere  grace, 
Defigned  to  fit  him  for  fome  public  place 
Of  honor  and  employment,  to  which  end 
To  France,  to  Spain,  to  Italy,  he  him  fend. 
That  there  he  might  himfelf  accommodate, 
With  languages,  and  myfteries  of  ftatc : 

K  2  Mean 

*  It  was  then  commonly  faid,  that  it  was  only  the  old  honor 
ef  bannerets  that  was  defigned,  which  was  always  performed  in 
the  field,  under  the  banner,  but  was  now  to  be  given  a.t  home. 
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Mean  while,  alas !  that  royal  hero  dies, 
Which  drown'd  in  tears,  ours,  and  all  Europe's 

eyes, 

This  his  dear  prince,  and  matter's  difmal  fate, 
Blafts  him,  and  renders  all  difconfolate, 
Sad  he  returns  ;  to  double  his  annoy, 
He  finds  the  want  of  his  brave  goodly  boy, 
His  firfl-born  child,  a  child  of  fuch  a  grace, 
As  fhew  he  fprung  from  Harry  Hunfdon's  race ; 
Thefe  lofles  he  laments  in  fuch  a  flrain 
Of  elegy,  as  fpeaks  pure  Ovid's  vein. 
Jie  bidb  adieu  !   to  court,  its  foul  being  gone, 
And  merely  now  a  painted  fkeleton, 
Into  the  country  now  retires,  where  he 
Enjoys  both  calm  and  fvveet  ferenhie  ; 
In  hounds  and  horfes  he  great  pleafure  took, 
His  home  delights,  were  mufic  and  his  book; 
His  wifdom  was  fo  eminent,  as  he 
Was  called  to  every  place  of  dignitie; 
All  which  he  hath  fo  prudently  perform'd 
That  by  his  country  he's  Politician  term'd ; 
At  length  is  called  that  fatal  parliament, 
To  king  and  kingdom,  thither  is  he  fent 
A  member,  where  he  ftoutly  acts  for  right 
Of  fubjecls  and  the  laws,  againft  the  might 
Of  court  Leviathan's,  who  would  pull  down 
The  pale  between  the  people  and  the  crown ; 
Thus  far  went  he,  but  other  bigot  fools 
Ran  into  extremes,  and  pull'd  up  all  the  dools 
Of  government,  they  brought  in  anarchy, 
In  kirke  and  law,  which  brought  in  tyranny; 
This  'tis  for  faction,  intereft,  and  zeal, 
To  be  reformers  of  a  common  weal ; 
-But  to  return :  he  now  returns  confined, 
And  fetter'd  by  arthritick   pains,  refigned 
Up  all  his  public  cares,  for  now  he  is 
The  anciemefl  knight,  this  part  of  England  has, 

And 
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And  oldefl  jufh'ce,  whence  he  comes  to  be, 
The  ciijlos  rotulorum,  orderlie. 
Stern  and  fevere  he  is,  yet  courteous, 
In's  morals  modeft,  yet  magnanimous, 
In  juftice  drift,  yet  full  of  equhye, 
He  fcorns  to  do,  or  take  an  injury; 
Long  may  he  live  in  health  and  dignity, 
And  read  himfelf  in  his  pofterity. 

Sir  Philip  Wodehoufe,  bart.  was  one  of  the  bur- 
geffes  for  Thetford  in  that  paiiament  that  reftored 
Charles  II.  anno  1660  ;  he  was  a  man  of  great  learn- 
ing, ready  wit,  and  exceeding  (kilful  in  mufic;  he 
died  at  Kimberley,  and  was  buried  there.  May  6, 
1681,  aged  73,  of  whom  there  is  the  following  jufl 
character  on  his  grave-done,  which  hath  the  arms, 
creft,  and  motto,  of  Wodehoufe,  impaling  Cotton, 
and  lies  in  the  altar-rails  on  the  fomh  fide ; — Hie  jacct 
P/xlippus  Wpdehoujc.  bart.  qui  in  Deum,  principem,  et  pa- 
triam,  eximium  pietatis  exemplar  emicuit,  Clementiafuit  in 
fuos,  omnefque  quibujcum  vixerat  admiranda,  theologia 
Jimul  et  philojophiae  ila  opcram  dedit,  ut  utramque.  vita  et 
ntoribus  exprejferit,  mitfas  et  muficamjludioje  colens,  vitam 
fibi  et  fuis  amaniorem  reddidit,  quumque  annos  fere  ires, 
fuprafeptuaginta  exegerat,  tranquillam  obijt  mortem,  quin- 
to  nonas  Maij,  annojalutis  1681. — He  married  Lucy, 
daughter  of  fir  Thomas  Cotton,  of  Conington,  in 
Huntingdonshire,  who  died  June  26,  1684,  and  lies 
by  him,  with  a  flone,  in  the  midft  of  the  altar-rails. 
Her  mother  was  daughter  of  lord  William  Howard, 
of  Naworth-caflle,  in  Cumberland. 

Sir  Thomas  Wodehoufe  was  knighted  by  Charles 
II.  Novembers,  1666,  and  died  of  the  fmall-pox, 
at  Kimberley,  1671,  and  lieth  buried  there  in  the. 
chancel,  with  an  infcription,  and  the  arms  of  Wode- 
houfe, with  the  label  of  three,  to  diftinguifh  him  to 
K  be 
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be  the  eldeft  fon,  and  his  father  living,  impaling  Ar- 
mine,  or  Armyn.  He  married  Ann,  daughter  and 
coheirefs  of  fir  William  Armine,  of  Oigodby,  in  Lin- 
colnfhire,  bart.  who  furvived  him,  and  remarried 
Thomas  lord  Crew,  of  Stene,  by  whom  fhe  had  four 
daughters  ;  Jemima  married  to  Henry  de  Grey,  duke 
of  Kent;  Armyn,  to  Thomas  Cartwright,  of  Ayno, 
in  Northamptonfhire,  efq.  Katherine,  to  fir  John 
Harpur,  of  Calke,  in  Derbyfhire,  bart.  and  Eliza- 
beth, to  Charles  Butler,  earl  of  Arranfc  and  lord  But- 
ler of  Weflon,  brother  to  James  duke  of  Ormond. 
After  lord  Crew's  death  fhe  married  a  third  time  to 
Arthur  Herbert,  earl  of  Torrington. 

Edmund  Wodehoufe,  efq.  fecond  fon  of  fir  Philip, 
was  colonel  of  the  militia  in  1696,  and  lived  at  Eafl 
Lexbam  :  he  had  two  wives  ;  firft,  Mercia,  daughter 
of  fir  Philip  Parker,  knt.  widow  of  William  Guy- 
bon,  efq.  fon  of  fir  Thomas  Guybon  ;  fhe  died  April 
•99,  1673,  and  is  buried  in  Kimberley  chancel; 
Wodehoufe  with  a  crefcent  impales  Parker.  His  fe- 
cond wife  was  Ann,  daughter  of  John  Anguifh,  of 
Great  Melton,  efq.  who  died  July  28,  1658,  and  was 
buried  at  Kimberley  ;  he  died  September  5,  i  727,  aged 
S8,  and  lies  buried  between  them. 
\ 

John  Wodehoufe,  efq.  third  fon  of  fir  Philip,  mar- 
ried Ann,  daughter  of  fir  Denner  Strutt,  bart.  widow 
of  William  Samwell,  both  which  are  buried  at  Wat- 
ton,  in  Norfolk. 

Blanch,  eldefl  daughter,  married  fir  Jacob  Aftlcy, 
of  Melton-Conftable,  in  Norfolk,  knt.  and  bart.  at 
Kimberley,  February  6,  1661,  Herbert  Aflley, 
L.  L.  D.  reclor  of  Foulfliam,  performing  the  cere- 
mony ;  and  in  1663,  May  27,  being  then  prebend  of 

Norwich, 
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Norwich,    he  "baptized    their  eldeft    fon,  Jacob,  at 
Kimberley  aforefaid. 

Margaret  Wodehoufe,  fifter  to  Blanch,  married  in 
1669,  April  29,  to  Thomas  Savage,  of  Elmlv-caflle, 
in  Worcefterfhire,  efq.  \vhcfe  eldeft  fon,  Philip,  was 
born  at  Kimberley,  March  21,  1669. 

Sir  John  Wodehoufe,  bart.  only  fon  and  heir  of  fir 
Thomas,  was  born  at  Kimberley,  March  23,  1669. 
In  1695  he  was  elected  burgefs  in  parliament  for  the 
burgh  of  Thetford,  of  which  he  was  recorder;  he 
ferved  alfo  for  that  burgh  in  1701.  and  in  i  705,  and 
in  the  gth  of  queen  Anne  was  elected  knight  of  the 
fhire,  with  fir  Jacob  Aftley,  for  Norfolk;  he  married, 
firft,  Elizabeth  Benfon,  fifter  to  John  lord  Bingley, 
who  is  buried  in  the  vault  in  Kimberley  chancel, 
obijt  Jan.  5,  1700.  His  fecond  lady  was  Mary  Fer- 
mor,  daughter  of  William  lord  Lempfier,  by  Ca- 
therine Pawlet,  half  fifter  to  carl  Pawlet,  and  fifter  to 
the  late  earl  of  Pomfret;  fhe  is  buried  at  Kimberley, 
and  left  iffue  William  Wodehoufe,  cfq,  eldeft  fon, 
who  married  Frances,  daughter  of  lord  Bathurft,  and 
was  elected  knight  of  the  (hire  for  the  county  of  Nor-  ' 
folk,  but  died  of  the  fmall-pox  at  London,  without 
iffue,  and  is  buried  in  a  vault  belonging  to  lord  Ba- 
th ur  ft  V  family, ,  in  St.  James's  church,  Weftminfter, 
anno  1^3 ;  his  widow  remarried  James  Wilflied,  of 
Ireland,  efy  '  "*, 
• 

Arrhine  Wodehpu4e,  efq.  fecond  fon  and  heir  of 
fir  John' Wodehoufe,  bart.  upon  his  brother's  death 
was  cnofen  iri  his-  place  to  ferve  in  parliament  for 
the  county  ;tVlre  married  Letitia,  eldeft  daughter  and 
coheircfs  of  fit  -Edmund  Bacon,  premier  baronet  of 
all  England,  and  elected  knight  of  the  fhire  with 
him  after  a  very  fevere  conteft,  in  1734,  againft  the 
K.  4  late 
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late  fir  William  Harbord,  bart.  and  the  honorable  Ro- 
bert Coke,  efq.  brother  to  the  late  earl  of  Leicefter, 
and  vice-chamberlain  to  the  queen. 

Sophia  Wodehoufe,  fir  John's  only  daughter,  mar- 
ried the  late  fir  Charles  Mordaunt,  bart.  member  for 
Warwickfhire,  and  hath  left  iffue,  John,  Charles, 
and  Mary  ;  John,  the  prefent  baronet,  Charles,  rec- 
tor of  Little  Maflingham,  and  Mary,  an  only 
daughter. 

Sir  Armine  Wodehoufe  bart.  fucceeded  on  the 
death  of  fir  John  (a  few  years  fince)  to  the  title  and 
eftate  of  this  ancient  and  honorable  family.  He 
continued  to  reprefent  this  county  in  parliament  till 
the  year  1768,  when,  after  a  great  comeft,  the  num- 
bers were  as  follow, 

Sir  Edward  Aftley,  bart.       -  2977 

Thomas  de  Grey,  efq.            -  2754 

Sir  Armine  Wodehoufe,  bart.  -     2680 

Wenman  Coke,  efq.  2610 

This  election  fir  Armine  Wodehoufe  is  faid  to  have 
loft  through  mifmanagement,  as  it  was  evident  his 
was  by  much  the  ftrongeft  interefl  of  all  the  four  can- 
didates. 

The  Wodehoufe  intereft  has  ever  been  efteemcd 
amongft  the  firft  intereft  in  this  county,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  of  its  being  improved,  and  confiderably 
ftrengthened,  through  the  amiable  qualities  of  the 
prefent  head  of  the  family,  fir  John  Wodehoufe, 
bart.  colonel  of  the  Norfolk  militia,  in  which  honor- 
able commiffion  he  fucceeded  his  father.  • 


The 
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The  late  fir  Armine  Wodehoufe,  bart.  died  exeeedl-  - 
ingly  lamented,  in  1777,  after  reprefemingthis  county 
in  parliament  thirty-four  years,  without  place,  pen- 
fion,  or  emolument,  greatly  to  his  honor  in  fuch 
times  of  general  and  flagrant  corruption  and  dege- 
neracy of  'all  public  fpitit  as  thofe  he  lived  in.  Sir 
Armine  left  three  ions;  fir  John,  the  prefent  baronet, 
Thomas,  and  Philip,  all  of  them  gentlemen  of  very 
refpe&able  characters.  Thomas  Wodehoufe,  efq. 
now  refides  at  Drayton,  near  Norwich,  and  it  is  faid 
will  build  at  Great  Ryborough  on  an  eflate  belonging 
to  Mrs.  Bacon,  to  which  he  is  heir.  The  Rev.  Phi- 
lip Wodehoufe,  A.  M.  is  prebend  of  the  cathedral 
church  of  Norwich,  and  enjoys  other  valuable  livings 
in  the  gift  of  the  family. 

The  pvefent  fir  John  Wodehoufe,  bart.  fucceeded 
his  father,  fir  Armine,  in  1777;  he  married  a  niece 
of  the  late  lord  Berkcly,  of  Stratton,  by  whom  he 
has  iffue.  He  followed  the  example  of  his  father, 
who  marched  out  of  the  county  of  Norfolk  at  the 
head  of  his  battalion  of  Norfolk  militia,  to  Portf- 
mouth,  on  the  profpecl;  of  a  French  invafion  in  17  59. 
In  Jike  m:ainer  the  prefent  worthy  and  refpe&ed  ba- 
ronet put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  fame  regiment 
on  the  firll  embodying  of  the  militia,  on  a  like  prof- 
peel;  of  invafion,  (1778)  and  affifted  in  guarding  the 
coaft  of  Suffolk,  by  garrifoning  Landguard-fort.  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Orwell,  and  the  county  town 
of  Ipfwich  ;  and  in  the  year  1779  with  his  regiment 
encamped  at  Coxheath,  in  the  line  with  other  regi- 
ments of  the  army  and  miliiia,  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant  general  Pierfon,  and  other  his  majefty's 
generals  on  the  llafF.  In  1780  he  lay  encamped 
with  his  regiment  on  Tiptree-heath,  in  Eliex,  under 
the  command  of  general  Parker. 

MARLINGFORD, 
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MARLINGFORD,  or  MARTHINGEFORDAM,  as  it 
is  wrote  in  Doomfday-book,  was  given,  atcording  to 
all  the  regiflers  of  Bury  abbey,  to  that  monaftery,  by 
Syflead.  or  Syfleda,  a  famous  virago,  when  fhe  went 
beyond  fea,  in  the  lime  of  Edward  the  Confeflbr.  In 
the  black  regifter,  and  in  the  facrift's  regifter,  both 
which  are  now  among  bifliop  Moore's  books,  in  the 
public  library  at  Cambridge,  her  will  is  recited  at 
large,  which  it  is  evident  was  made  before  that  mo- 
narch's furvey ;  for  it  then  belonged  to  the  abbey, 
and  contained  one  carucate  in  demefne.  At  the  Con- 
queror's it  was  alfo  found  to  be  in  the  hands  of  that 
monaftery,  and  worth  405.  it  was  a  league  long,  and 
three  furlongs  and  a  half  broad,  and  paid  6d.  ob. 
gelt,  Other  lands  were  htfre  at  that  time,  which  be- 
longed to  Cofteffey  manor,  and  always  paffed  with 
Cofteffey.  It  continued  in  the  abbey  till  March  2, 
1 182,  when  the  abbot  infeoffed  mod  of  the  knights 
that  held  of  the  abbey  ;  and  among  others,  he  in- 
feoffed Ofbert  de  WacheQiam  in  this  town,  which 
was  to  be  held  by  him  and  his  heirs  at  one  fee,  he 
being  to  pay  sos.  to  every  fcutage,  and  caftle-guard 
to  Norwich-caftle.  In  1207  Gilbert  de  St.  Clare,  in 
fome  records  called  De-Marlingford,  releafed  all  his 
right  in  it  to  Ofbert  de  Wachefham,  which  (hows 
that  he  and  his  family  had  held  it  under  the  abbey 
before  OILert  was  infeoffed.  In  this  family  it  re- 
mained fome  time. 

In  1290  Giles  de  Wachefham  was  fheriff  of  Nor- 
folk and  Suffolk,  and  had  free-warren  in  all  his  ma- 
nors. His  Ion  held  Wachefham,  in  Suffolk,  "  by 
the  ferjeanty  of  jumping,  belching,  and  farting,  once 
in  the  year  before  the  king/'  as  appears  from  the  me- 
moranda of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  21  ft  of  Edward  I. 

In 
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In  1317  the  manor  and  advowfon  was  fettled  on 
fir  Giles  de  Wachefham  ;  and  in  1343  fir  Robert  de 
Wachefham  was  lord  and  patron. 

Sir  Robert  left  only  one  daughter,  viz.  Elizabeth, 
married  to  fir  Thomas  Gerbridge,  in  whom  the 
xvhole  of  this  town  was  united,  he  having  in  his  own 
right  a  part  of  it,  by  which  it  was  effe&ually  joined 
to  Wacheftiam's  manor,  and  hath  been  part  of  it 
ever  fince.  They  left  one  daughter,  Alice,  who. 
married  fir  Edm.  Barry,  or  Berry,  knt.  who  died  in 
1433:  he  left  two  daughters,  his  heirefles,  Agnes, 
married  to  fir  William  Pafton,  of  Pafton.  (after- 
wards judge  Pafton)  and  Alice,  to  fir  Thomas  Bar- 
dolph,  who  in  1454  releafed  their  right  to  Agnes 
and  William  in  the  manor  and  advowfon,  and  in  a 
manor  in  Eaft  Tuddenham,  and  in  the  manor  and 
advowfon  of  Stanflead  :  it  continued  in  the  Paflons 
till  after  1572,  about  which  time  it  was  foltf  to  Ro- 
bert Jermy,  of  Norwich,  who  gave  it  to  Thomas 
Jermy,  his  fecond  fon,  who  fettled  here,  and  mar- 
ried Conflance,  daughter  of  fir  John  Phippes.  Fran- 
cis Jermy,  of  Marlingford.  and  Clement  Jermy,  of 
Bawburgh,  fold  it  to  Richard  Clark,  apothecary,  in 
Norwich,  who  died  in  1682,  and  by  Sufanna  Cotes, 
his  wife,  had  three  children  :  Thomas  Clark,  counfel- 
lor  ac  law,  the  eldeft,  was  lord  and  patron  here, 
but  dying  unmarried,  in  1731,  it  defcended  to  the 
reverend  Chriftopher  Clark,  his  next  brother,  arch- 
deacon of  Norwich,  who  was  lord  and  patron.  The 
fine  is  certain  at  45.  an  acre. 

This    eftatc  defcended    to   Life,    efq.    who 

fold  it  to  the  right  hsnorable  Charles  Townfhend, 
of  Honingham,  who  is  the  prefent  proprietor.  The 
late  Thomas  Green,  efq.  of  Elfing,  had  an  eflate  in 
this  town,  now  in  the  poffeffion  of  Mrs.  Green. 

The 
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The  church  is  35  feet  long,  and  15  broad,  the 
chancel  28  feet  long,  and  14  broad,  the  north  aifle 
22  feet  long,  and  10  broad,  the  tower  is  fquare, 
there  are  three  bells,  and  the  nave  and  chancel  are 
thatched. 

On  the  lattices,  between  the  church  and  chancel, 
are  the  arms  of  Withe,  Bere,  Thorpe,  France  and 
England,  WacheOiam,  Barry,  Hetherfet,  Pafton 
and  Barry  quartered,  Scales,  /Sec.  , 

The  churdi  is  dedicated  to  the  Affumption  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  who  had  a  guild  here;  the  reclor  had  a 
houle  and  thirty  acres  of  land,  valued  at  five  marks, 
but  not  taxed;  there  are  twenty-four  acres  of  glebe! 
The  reclory  is  valued  at  yl.  125.  8d.  ob.  and  beinp- 
fworn  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  31!.  Cd.  it  is  dif- 
charged  of  firft-fruits  and  tenths,  and  is  capable  of 
augmentarion.  The  town  paid  thirty-eight  (hillings 
to  each  tenth. 

In  the  north  aifle,  the  arms  of  Colby— Samuel 
Colby,  of  Brockford,  in  Suffolk,  gent.  November  *o, 
1705;  Elizabeth.,  his  wife,  July  18,  1697. 

On  a  mural  monument  are  the  arms  of  Life,  im- 
paling Vincent,  or  Vinfent  ;  they  were  an  antient 
family.  In  1367  Robert  Vincent  owned  an  eftate 
here  -.—Nathanidis  Life,  armigtri,  et  Maries,  uxoris 
ejus,  filial  primogenita  Philippi  Vincent,  armig.  obijt  ille 
20  die  Xovembns,  1727,  at.  41,  ilia  31  die  Maij, 
1728,  at.  39. 

In  1 603  the  reclor  returned  fixty-fix  communicants, 
and  that  the  patronage  belonged  to  Alice,  widow  of 
Clement  Pafton,  efq. 

In 
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In  1750  the  reverend  Jermyn  Pratt  was  pre  fen  ted 
to  the  re&ory  of  Marlingfbrd  by  the  late  George 
Green,  efq.  p>  j.  Mrs.  Green,  of  Elfmg,  is  the  pre- 
f'ent  patron. 

MORLEY   ST.  BOTOLPH,    and  ST.   PETER. 

The  church  of  St.  Botolph  is  the  mother  church,  St. 
Peter's  being  only  a  chapel  of  eafe  belonging  to  ic, 
and  had  no  ieparate  reclor,  but  was  ferved  by  a  cu- 
rate, nominated  by  the  rector,  at  whole  pleafure  he 
was  removed.  At  the  taxation,  in  1254,  St.  Bo- 
tolph's  and  St.  Peter's  were  taxed  as  one  re&ory,  at 
iixteen  marks,  of  which  the  curate  of  St.  Peter's 
portion.,  for  his  fervices,  was  eftimated  at  three  marks. 
Norwich  Doomfday-book  tells  us,  the  rector  had  a 
Louie  and  thirty  acres  of  land;  it  was  then  valued  at 
twenty-fix  marks,  the  feparate  portion  of  tithes  be. 
longing  to  Cattle  Acre  at  55.  the  portion  of  Thet- 
ford  monks  at  55.  It  is  a  re&ory  undilcharged,  which 
ftands  in  the  king's  books  thus:  Morley  St.  Ifiutolph. 
with  the  chapel  of  St.  Peter.  It  is  valued  at  14!. 
is.  ad.  ob.  pays  firft  fruits,  and  il.  g§.  id.  3^. 
yearly  tenths,  and  is  not  capable  of  augmentation. 

In  1582  Thomas  de  Flitcham,  and  others,  fettled 
lands  here  on  Flitcham  priory  ;  the  prior  of  Broom- 
holme  was  taxed  lor  his  temporals  at  I2d.  Kerfey  at 
75.  St.  Faith's  at  2S.  Wymondham  at  i  is.  jod.  and 
Norwich  at  is.  id.  This  town  paid  3!.  105.  "to  eve- 
ry tenth. 


The  church  of  St.  Botolph  hath  a  nave,  chancel, 
and  fouch  porch,  which  are  tiled,  a  large  tower,  and 
three  bells.  The  chancel  was  fitted  up  and  adorned 
by  fir  Thomas  Ward,  who  was  inftituted  rector  in 
1480:  on  the  top  of  the  fcrcens,  on  the  chancel 
fide,  is  an  old  drawing  of  that  rector,  with  his  name 

over 
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over  his  head ;  in  the  middle  is  the  parfonage-houfe, 
with  the  word  rctloria  over  it ;  on  the  north  fidc'ifc 
the  church  of  St.  Botolph,  and  on  the  fouth  the 
church  of  St.  Peter  ;  on  one  fide  he  is  reprefented  iri 
a  priefl's  habit,  giving  alms  to  the  lame,  blind,  and 
poor,  and  on  the  other  in  a  fhepherd's  habit,  looking 
after  a  flock  of  fheep,  the  one  to  fignify  his  charita* 
ble  difpofition,  the  other  that  of  his  paftoral  care. 
In  the  eaft  window  he  (lands  in  a  rich  veflment,  like 
that  he  ferved  in  at  the  altar,  over  him  is  a  fhield, 
which  is  now  reverfed,  having  on  it  a  fceptre  and 
crofier  in  faltyr,  and  the  letters  J.  W.  for  John 
Ward,  alderman  of  London,  one  of  his  patrons,  if 
not  brother,  and  T.  W.  for  his  own  name  ;  the  de- 
vice of  the  fceptre  and  crofier  being  to  fhew  the  mu- 
tual dependence  of  church  and  ilate  on  each  other, 
and  his  own  attachment  to  both.  His  grave-ftone 
now  lies  broken  upon  the  chancel  floor,  and  was  a 
thick  coffin  flone.  The  reft  of  the  window,  which 
was  finely  adorned,  is  now  defaced. 

On  a  black  marble  in  the  chancel,  Grigfon  im- 
paling on  a  chev.  between  three  croflets  botone,  three 
efcallops : — Sufan,  the  wife  of  William  Grigfon,  clerk, 
died  Augujl  30,  1713,  aged  56.  William  Grigfon, 
clerk,  late  rcftor  of  this  church,  died  June  17,  1725, 
aged  76. 

At  the  door  of  the  nave  lie  two  old  coffin  Hones, 
under  which  the  founders  were  interred,  becaufe  the 
flone  the  pillars  of  the  door  ftand  on  was  laid  when 
the  wall  was  built,  and  it  was  ufual  for  founders  to 
referve  places  /or  their  own  interment  at  the  door. 

In  1478  William  Mortimer,  of  Morley,  efq.  was 
buried  in  the  church-yard. 

The 
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The  chapel  of  St.  Peter  flands  near  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  fouth-wefl  of  St.  Botolph's,  on  the  road 
leading  towards  Atileburgh,  and  was  founded  by  Sir 
Win.  Bardolph,  fenior,  lord  Bardolph,  before  1240, 
the  bifhop  granting  him  licence  fo  to  do,  and  it  be- 
ing efteemed  much  to  the  eafe  of  the  parifhioners,  it 
was  made  a  parochial  chapel,  dependent  on  St.  Bo- 
tolph's church,  and  had  baptifm,  fepulture,  and  Ii- 
berty  of  adminiflration  of  all  the  facraments  allowed 
it  ;  the  rector,  who  had  confented  to  its  ereclion,  was 
to  ferve  it  by  a  chaplain,  and  to  allow  him  a  falary  of 
three  marks  a  year  lor  his  fervicc,  and  from  the  time 
of  its  foundation  to  the  year  1375  there  was  a  chap- 
lain named  by  the  re£lor,  (who  was  fometimes  called 
reclor  of  St.  Peter's)  and  the  feparate  faiary  allowed, 
but  then  it  was  perpetually  annexed  to  St.  Botolph's, 
and  the  reflor  was  always  to  ferve  it  himfelf,  and  be 
no  more  obliged  to  find  a  feparate  chaplain. 

In  the  year  1361  fir  John  Bardolph,  lord  of  Wor- 
megay  and  patron  here,  endeavoured  to  erect  a 
chantry  for  his  own  and  anceflors  fouls,  and  to  have 
divers  priefts  fellows  of  it,  who  fhould  fay  daily  fer- 
vice  in  St.  Botolph's  church,  and  in  order  thereto  he 
conveyed  the  advowfon  of  St.  Botolph,  with  St.  Pe- 
ter's chapel  annexed,  to  fir  Richard  Walkefare,  knt. 
and  other  truftees,  who  in  1363  obtained  a  licence 
under  the  broad  feal  of  Edward  III.  to  found  Mor- 
ley  chantry,  and  in  this  year  the  living  became  void. 
There  is  a  deed  among  the  bifliop's  evidences  fealed 
with  his  feal,  by  which  he  appropriated  the  church 
of  St.  Botolph,  with  the  chapel  of  St.  Peter  an- 
nexed, to  the  cuftos  and  chaplains  of  Morlcy  col- 
lege, new  founded,  and  then  not  fufficiently  en- 
dowed, refcrving  to  the  bifhop  a  penfion  of  i6s.  a 
year.  It  appears  the  advowfon  was  given  to  the* 
chantry,  qr  college,  and  vefled  in  the  cuftos  and 

chaplain's 
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chaplain's  hands,  but  yet  the  prior  of  Norwich 
would  not  confirm  the  appropriation,  as  is  apparent 
by  that  part  of  the  deed  not  being  fealed,  or  rilled 
up,  fo  that  the  whole,  having  no  other  endowment, 
came  to  nothing,  and  Robt.  de  Vv^lton,  and  John  dc 
Wineghton,  who  were  to  have  been  chaplains,  and 
were  truftees  for  the  advowfon's  being  fettled,  were 
obliged  to  prefent  to  the  re6ory,  and  they  prefented 
John  at  Dammefend,  who  was  to  have  been  the 
firfr.  cuflos  :  but  this  was  not  the  only  attempt  ;  for 
July  14,  1447,  fir  Andrew  Ogard,  knt.  fir  John 
Clifton,  knt.  and  William  Rogers,  gent,  gave  the 
advpwfon  to  Wymondham  abbey,  and  obtained  li- 
cence of  the  king  for  its  appropriation,  notwith- 
(landing  which  the  convent  could  never  obtain  the 
bifhop's  licence,  and  fo  never  enjoyed  it,  the  ad- 
vowfon  remaining  in  che  ttuflees  hands  till  1453, 
when  fir  Andievv  prefented  to  it  himfelf.  About 
1620,  and  1676,  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Peter's  en- 
deavoured to  make  them  feparate  parifhes;  they 
•would  not  pay  towards  the  repair  of  the  mother 
church,  nor  come  to  it;  but  on  the  hearing  of  the 
caufe,  they  were  decreed  to  be  but  one  parHh,  only 
had  -this  liberty  allowed  them,  to  choofe  chapel- 
wardens  if  they  pleafed,  which  has  been  fince  fo  far 
extended,  that  the  officers  and  rates  are  diftincl:,  and 
certificates  as  to  the  poor  are  given  from  one  to  the 
ether. 

The  chapel  hath  part  of  a  large  fquare  tower  re- 
maining at  its  weft  end,  in  which  hangs  one  bell, 
the  nave  is  leaded,  the  chancel  and  fouth  porch  are 
tiled.  There  are  five  black  marbles  by  the  altar,  in 
memory  of  the  family  of  Sedley. 

M.  S.  Here  reported  are  the  remains  of  Eduuard  Scd- 
Icy,  of  Me r ley,  in  the  county  of  J\"orjolkt  £/«/.  descended 

from 
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from  John  Sedky,  of  South-Fleet,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
tfq.  the  ancejlor  of  the  baronets  of  that  name.  Edward 
Sedky  married  Mary,  daughter  -of  Henry  Somner,  of 
Dinton,  in  Buckinghamjhire,  efq.  by  whom  having  no  if- 
fue,  gave  his  ejlate  to  Henry  Somner,  under  the  obligation 
of  taking  the  name  of  Sedley,  lie  being  nephew  to  him,  and 
alfo  to  Mary,  his  wife.  Edward  Sedley  died  Sept.  12, 
1727,  aged  5  j. 

There  is  a  monument  againft  the  north  wall  in  the 
nave,  having  the  arms  of  Sedley  quartering  Moun- 
teney,  and  feveral  other  imperfect  coats,  and  an  in- 
fcription,  to — Martin  Sedley,  efq.  defc  ended  from  the 
ancient  family  of  the  Sedleys,  of  South-Fleet,  in  Kent, 
and  of  Eliiabeth,  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Thomas  Moun- 
teney,  of  Mounlnefing,  in  Effex,  efq.  had  to  hisjirft  wife, 
Anne,  defended  of  the  Sheltons,  of  Shelton,  by  whom  he, 
hadiffue;  andfurvivingthefaidAnn,  he  took  to  his  ft- 
f end  wife,  Abigail,  defcenfled  of  the  ancient  family  of  tlic 
•Knyvetts,  of  Aftimelt'wrpe,  and  had  ijfue  by  her  Martin, 
it)  ho  married  Bridget,  the  daughter  of  fir  John  Pettus,  of 
Norwich,  knt.  and  Muriel,  who  married  Brampton  Gur- 
don,  of  AJJington,  in  Suffolk,  efq.  Mr.  Sedley  died  in 
1609,  aged  78. 

The  arms  of  lord  Morley,  Uffbrd,  Vaux,  Arundel, 
Maltravers,  lord  Lovel,  lord  Scales,  8cc.  were  for- 
merly in  the  windows. 

In  1605  the  reclor  returned  138  communicants; 
and  that  fir  Henry  Hobart,  knt.  and  bart.  lord  chief 
juflice  of  the  King's-bench,  was  pairon. 

In  i  765  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Cooper  was  prefent- 
ed  to  the  reclory  of  Morley  St.  Botolph,  with  the  cha- 
pel of  St.  Peter,  by  James  Branfby,  efq.  of  Shot- 
tifham,  p  j. 

L  The 
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The  advowfon  belonged  to  the  manor  of  Shad- 
well,  anci  Cockarell ;  but  when  that  was  fold  to 
William  Grigfon,  it  was  excepted  by  the  feller,  Mr. 
John  Whhefoot,  \vhofe  daughter  married  Mr.  James 
Elrny,  of  Norwich,  to  whom  Mr.  Whitefoot  gave 
the  advowfon. 

Dr.  Grigfon's  feat  here  is  the  manor-houfe  of 
Shadwell's,  and  Cockarell's.  in  Morley  St.  Botolph, 
and  Hands  about  half  a  mile  weft  of  that  church, 
againft  Morley-Green. 

The  manor-houfe,  and  ancient  feat  of  the  Sedleys, 
is  in  St.  Peter's,  and  ftands  about  half  a  mile  weft- 
ward  of  that  church. 

At  the  time  of  the  conqueft  there  were  two  manors, 
which  ftill  continue. 

The  manor  of  MORLEY-HALL  at  the  ConfefTor's 
furvey  contained  two  carucates ;  the  prieft,  or  reclor, 
had  one,  and  five  free-men  the  other,  and  it  was  then 
worth  6os.  but  at  the  conqueft  405.  only. 

From  this  time  the  manor  paffed  with  the  town  of 
Hingham,  till  it  came  to  the  Morleys.  The  Atlas  of 
Norfolk,  p.  308,  tells  us,  "  that  this  town  is  la- 
"  mous  for  giving  name  to  this  family,  which  hath 
"  afforded  feveral  men  of  worth  and  honor,  as  well 
•'  as  wealth,  as  Robert  de  Morley,  lord  Morley,  ad- 
"  miral  of  the  northern  fleet;  Thomas  lord  Morley, 
*'  marfhal  of  Ireland,  8cc."  Matthew  de  Morley 
held  it  at  two  fees.  In  1253  fir  Robert  de  Mor- 
ley had  free-warren  granted  him  here,  and  in 
Roydcn;  it  continued  with  Hingham  till  after  1359, 
when  fir  William  de  Morley,  knt.  affigned  it  to  fir 
Robert  Morley,  knt.  his  half  brother:  this  Robert 
was  often  in  the  French  wars,  and  died  in  1385, 

leaving 
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leaving  fir  Robert  cle  Morley,  knt.  his  fon,  who  in 
1401  held  this  manor  of  the  manor  of  Hockering,  at 
one  fee,  which  his  coufin.  Thomas  lord  Morley,  then 
held.  Robert  Morley  inherited  in  1466,  and  1490; 
Elizabeth  Morley,  his  widow,  was  buried  in  the  nuns 
church  at  Carrowe ;  at  their  deaths,  without  iffue 
male,  the  manor  reverted  to  lord  Morley,  and  fo  be- 
came joined  again  to  Hingham,  and  paffed  with  that 
in  the  family  of  the  Parkers,  till  1445,  when  it  was 
fold  by  fir  Henry  Parker,  knr.  to  John,  William,  and 
Martin  Sedley,  and  their  heirs,  the  quit  rents  being  then 
about  81.  per  ann.  This  John  was  of  South-Fleet,  in 
Kent,  and  by  Elizabeth  Cotton,  of  Starfordfhire.  his 
wife,  had  William,  and  Martin,  aforefaid;  William, 
the  eideft  fon,  had  iffue  John,  whofe  fon,  William, 
was  created  a  baronet ;  but  the  manor  was  given  to 
Martin,  the  fecond  fon,  who  came  and  fettled  here ; 
he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heirefs  of  John 
Mounteney,  of  Mountnefing,  in  Effex,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Martin,  his  ion  and  heir,  who  died  in 
1609,  and  was  buried  here;  by  Ann  Shekon,  his 
firfl  wife,  he  had  two  fons  and  three  daughters ;  lir 
Ralph,  his  fecond  fon,  married,  but  left  no  iffue ;  fo 
that  Martin,  his  eideft  fon,  by  Abigail  Knevet,  his 
fecond  wife,  inherited:  he  married  Bridget,  daughter 
of  fir  John  Pettus,  of  Norwich,  by  whom  he  had 
many  children ;  John  Sedley,  his  fon  and  heir, 
of  Barford  and  Morley,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  fir  William  Spring,  of  Pakenham,  knt.  by  whom 
he  had  William  Sedley,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  mar- 
ried Ann,  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Peter  Wetherick, 
of  Norwich,  and  heirefs  to  her  giandfather,  Edmund 
Boreman,  of  Norwich;  they  left  Martin,  their  fon 
and  heir,  whofe  fon,  Edward  Sedley,  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Henry  Somner,  of  Buckinghamfhire,  who 
died  without  iffue  in  1727,  leaving  his  eftate  to  Henry 
L  2  Somner, 
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Somner,  efq.  who,  according  to  the  will  of  Edward, 
hath  taken  the  name  of  Sedley. 

The  manor  of  SHADWF.LL,  or  COCKARELL,  was 
owned  by  Ralph  de  Beaufoe  at  the  Conqueror's  fur- 
vey,  and  by  Lewin,  a  free- man,  at  the  Confeffbr's, 
when  it  was  worth  403.  a  year;  there  were  feveral 
free-men  added  to  it  in  the  Conqueror's  time,  when 
the  foe,  or  paramountfhip,  belonged  to  Hingham,  as 
an  appendant  to  the  hundred :  this  town  of  Morlea 
was  better  than  a  mile  long,  and  as  much  broad,  and 
paid  i4d.  gq.  gelt. — Dcomfday,  fol.  213. 

Whether  Hugh,  that  held  it  under  Beaufoe  at  the 
conqueft,  was  an  anceftor  of  the  Bardolphs,  we  do 
not  know,  but  find  it  in  the  lord  Bardolph  very  early, 
in  whofe  family  it  continued  many  ages  ;  it  after- 
ivards  belonged  to  the  Cromwells,  Ogards,  and  Lo- 
vells,  by  whofe  truftees  it  was  fold  to  the  Hobarts, 
in  which  family  it  continued  till  after  1674,  when  it 
was  fold  by  Miles  Hobart,  efq.  to  fir  Jofeph  Pain5  of 
Norwich,  whofe  grandfon  and  heir,  Robert  Pain, 
gave  it  to  Sufanna,  his  filler,  who  married  the  Rev. 
Mr.  John  Whitefoot,  redor  of  Heigham,  by  Nor- 
wich, and  they  fold  it  to  William  Grigfon,  reclor  of 
Morley,  whofe  fon,  Robert  Grigfon,  M.D.  is  now 
lord.  The  patronage  was  excepted  on  the  fale,  and 
hath  pafled  as  is  before  obferved. 

RUNHALL,  The  church  is  dedicated  to  All 
Saints,  hath  a  round  fteeple,  and  three  bells;  the 
nave  is  leaded,  the  fouth  porch  tiled,  and  the  chancel 
is  quite  ruined. 

On  a  black  marble,  the  arms  of  Stoughton: — 
Roger  Stoughton,  gent,  died  in  1718,  aged  60 years; 
IJabel,  his.  wifc^  July  27,  1715,  on  which  day  jht  was 

5 1  yean 
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51  years  of  age. — Jchn  Stou^hton  died  April  25,  1730, 
aged  35  years. 

In  1416  Margaret,  widow  of  fir  Robert  dc  Berney, 
knt.  was  buried  in  the  church,  before  St.  Catherine's 
altar,  to  which  fhe  gave  a  picture  of  St.  Catherine; 
it  appears  by  her  will  that  Roger  de  Welfham  was 
her  fir  ft  hufband,  and  that  fhe  gave  her  houfe  and 
lands  which  fhe  purchafed  here  to  her  daughters, 
Cecily  and  Katherine. 

In  1505  Robert  Tillis,  of  Salhoufe,  was  buried 
here,  and  gave  a  legacy  to  repair  the  fteeple. 

There  is  an  altar-monument  in  the  church-vard, 
on  the  fouth  fide, — For  John  Cajlleton,  who  died  May 
5,  1687,  aged  56,  and  Mary,  his  wife,  who  died  De- 
cember 2 4,  1707,  aged  60  years — with  their  arms. 

This  church  was  a  reclory  at  firft,  belonging  to  the 
manor,  and  fo  continued  till  1 198,  when  it  was  given 
by  Bartholomew  de  Runhall,  Roger  de  Reppes,  and 
Gilbert  de  Runhall,  to  the  priory  of  Weftacre,  and 
the  canons  of  the  church  of  St.  Mary  and  All  Saints 
there,  for  one  gold  ring,  on  condition  they  were  made 
partakers  of  all  the  prayers  in  the  monaftery;  and 
foon  after  they  got  it  appropriated,  referving  to  the 
vicar  the  parfonage-houfe,  an  acre  of  land,  and  the 
fmall  tithes,  fo  that  the  convent  got  by  the  appropri- 
ation forty  acres  of  glebe,  and  all  the  great  tithes,  for 
which  they  were  taxed  at  twelve  marks,  befides  I4d. 
for  their  temporals.  The  vicarage  is  valued  in  the 
king's  books  at  61.  iSs.  3d.  ob.  and  being  fworn  of 
the  clear  yearly  value  of  i  ol.  it  is  difcharged  of  firft- 
fruits  and  tenths,  and  is  capable  of  augmentation. 

L  3  After. 
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After  the  diffolution  the  impropriation  and  advow- 
fon  of  the  vicarage  were  purchafed  of  the  crown  by 
the  lord  of  the  manor,  with  all  the  revenues  of  Weft- 
acre  priory  in  this  town,  and  have  ever  fince  gone  to- 
gether, and  ftill  remain  joined  at  this  day. 

The  prior  of  Wymondham  was  taxed  for  tempo- 
rals here  at  35.  8d.  Waliingham  at  6d.  and  the  parifli 
paid  505.  to  every  tenth. 

At  the  Conqueror's  furvey  this  town  of  Runhala 
"was  in  two  parts,  the  biggeft  of  which  Hakcne  held 
in  the  Confeflbr's  time,  but  it  was  in  the  Conqueror's 
own  hands,  who  lett  it  in  farm  to  Godric ;  it  was 
then  a  berewic  to  Swating,  with  which  ft  was  valued, 
according  to  Doomfday-book,  This  confututed  the 
capital  manor,  called  afterwards 

WHITWELL'S,  GAMBON's.or  UPHALL,  in  RUNHALL, 
which  came  to  the  Baiuards,  and  from  them  to  the 
Fitz- Walters,  and  by  them  was  divided,  one  half 
being  infeoffed  in  the  Gournays,  who  held  it  of  the 
barony  of  Bainard-caftle  at  half  a  fee;  and  the  other" 
in  the  Hackfords,  who  held  their  half  of  the  fame 
barony  at  another  half  fee,  which  afterwards  was 
called  Pcpis  manor. 

In  1195  Gilbert  de  Runhall  was  lord,  it  coming 
to  that  family  from  William  Gournay,  who  held  it  in 
the  time  of  Henry  II.  and  in  about  i  200  Bartholo- 
mew dc  Runhall  fold  it  to  Richer  de  Whitewell ; 
from  which  time  it  defcended  with  Whitwell's  manor, 
in  Whitwell,  and  the  manor  called  by  their  name  in 
Skeyton. 

In  1393  William  Gambon,  in  right  of  Cecily,  his 
wife,  had  this  manor,  and  half  Whitwell's  manor, 

in 
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In  Skeyton.  John  Gambon  died  feifed  in  1432  of  a 
free  tenement  here,  called  Ryflcy's,  with  the  manor 
of  Runhall,  Whitwell's,  Uphall,  and  Brandon-hall, 
in  Runhall,  Corfton,  Welbourne,  Sec.  with  Skeyton 
manor  and  advowfon ;  all  which,  after  the  death  of 
Ellen,  his  wife,  went  to  Robert  Sterne,  his  coufin 
and  heir.  In  1548  Roger  Wodehoufe,  efq.  pur- 
chafed  it  of  James  Downes,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife, 
and  joined  it  to  Popis  manor,  in  vvhofe  family  it 
hath  continued  everfince,  fir  John  Wodehoufe,  bart. 
being  the  prefent  lord,  patron,  and  impropriator,  and 
lord  of  the  leet  in  right  of  the  hundred,  being  alfo 
lord  paramount  of  all  the  town,  except  that  part 
which  always  belonged  to  Cofteffey,  as  it  now  does, 
the  paramountfhip  of  which  belongs  to  Goftefley. 

POPE'S,  or  Poris  MANOR,  was  infeofFed  as  afore- 
faid  in  the  Hakefords ;  but  in  1515  William  de 
Stokefby,  and  others,  held  it.  In  1401  Ralph  Bate- 
man  and  his  partners  had  it,  in  right  of  his  wife;  it 
came  afterwards  to  the  Tillis's,  and  John  Tillis  died 
feifed  in  1490,  whole  grandfon,  William,  died  with- 
out iffue  ;  for  in  1521  Henry  Richers,  and  Cecily, 
his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  and  heireffes  of  Ro- 
bert Tillis,  late  of  Salowes,  gent,  and  Mary  Tillis, 
another  of  the  daughters  and  heireffes,  fold  it  to 
Thomas  Wodehoufe,  and  his  truftees,  the  quit-rents 
being  then  3!.  per  ann.  it  was  afterwards  joined  to  the 
other  manor,  with  which  it  now  continues. 

In  1603  the  curate  returned  forty  communicants 
here.  Sir  Philip  Wodehoufe  was  then  patron. 

In  1635  Bartholomew  Fenwick    had  the  vicarage 

of  Henry  Edgerly,  gent,  by  grant   from  fir  Thomas 

Wodehoufe;  he  died  in  the  rebellion,  and  no  perfon 

was  prefented,  and  it  hath  been  held  ever  fince  with- 
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out  iuftitution,  the  irapropriator  paying  lol.  per  ann. 
to  the  ierving  curate,  who  (erves  every  other  Sunday. 

In  1756  the  Rev.  William  Armine  Story  had  this 
vicarage,  or  perpetual  curacy,  and  is  the  prefent  cu- 
rate, 1780. 

WELBORNE  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints ; 
the  rector  had  a  houfe  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  va- 
lued with  the  whole  living  at  twelve  marks.  In  1671 
the  rector  had  licence  not  to  repair  all  the  chancel, 
but  to  leffen  it;  and  in  1684  he  was  difcharged  of 
dilapidations. 

In  1603  the  rector  returned  fixty-three  communi- 
cants in  this  parifh. 

In  1763  the  Rev.  Matthew  Lane  was  prefentcd  to 
this  rectory  by  Mr.  Jermyn  Heyhoe,  p.j. 

This  rectory  is  valued  in  the  kings  books  at  .5!. 
i  3s.  4d.  and  being  fworn  of  the  clear  yearly  value . 
of  43!.  us.  it  is  difcharged  of  firft-fr'uits  and 
tenths;  but  the  parifh  paid  i8s.  each  tenth.  The 
temporals  of  the  prior  of  Wymondham  were  valued 
as  6d.  the  parifh  was  valued  at  about  300!-  per  ann. 
of  which  Peter  le  Neve,  efq.  at  his  death  had  a  third 
part  in  free  and  copyhold  land,  but  no.  manor. 

The  fleeple  here  is  round,  and  hath  three  bells, 
there  is  only  a  nave,  which  is  thatched,  and  the  chan- 
cel is  tiled.  There  is  only  one  modern  inferiptiotj 
for  Frances  Grime.  There  are  no  arms  in  the  win- 
dows. 

Walebruna,  or  Welbourn,  at  the  Conqueror's  fur- 
vey  belonged  to  William  earl  Warren,  and  was 

held 
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held  of  the  caftleof  Lewes}  and  aftewards  of  Caftls. 
Acre. 

In  1267  James  de  Welborneheld  a  whole  fee,  and 
was  not  a  knight,  but  was  obliged  to  take  that  honor 
in  1280,  by  the  name  of  James  de  Thorpe,  of  Wei- 
borne  ;  he  conveyed  the  manor  to  fir  Robert  de 
Hingham,  with  lands  in  Baconfthorpe,  in  truft.  Jn 
1304  fir  Robert  de  Baconfthorpe  was  lord.  In  1344 
Edmund  de  Baconfthorpe  fettled  it  on  William 
Franfham,  mafter  of  Mettingham  college,  and  others. 
$n  1390  John  de  Barnham  and  his  parceners  were 
lords,  and  held  it  at  a  quarter  of  a  fee  of  the  earl  of 
Arundel;  and  in  1401  he  infeoffed  Nicholas  de 
Witchingham,  Sec.  In  1425  William  Billingford 
held  his  firft  court;  and  in  1435  Edmund  Playter, 
gent.  Thomas  Wetherby  was  lord  in  1440.  In 
1449  John  Billingford  held  his  firft  court.  In  1563 
it  was  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Playter,  gent,  of  Sot- 
terley,  in  Suffolk,  who  died  feifed  of  this,  Sotterley, 
and  Uggefhall,  in  1479.  In  1527  it  belonged  half 
to  Playter,  and  half  to  Billingford;  and  in  1530  the 
lieirs  ail  joined  and  fold  the  manor  and  advowfon  to 
Auguftine  Steward,  efq.  citizen  and  alderman  of  Nojt- 
\vich:  his  fon,  Edward  Steward,  of  London,  had 
William  Steward,  of  Gaulthorpe-hall,  in  Swadefton, 
lord  thereof,  and  of  W^elborne,  in  1566,  when  his 
father  died;  he  married,  firft,  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  fir  Chriftopher  Jenny,  of  Great  Greflingham,  by 
\vhom  he  had  Auguftine  Steward,  of  Lynn,  their  foil 
and  heir.  Thomas  Steward,  of  Swardefton  and 
Welborne,  his  eldeft  fon,  inherited;  he  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Henry  lord  Grey,  of  Groby,  who 
furvivedhim;  (he  was  buried  in  St.  Stephen's  church, 
in  Norwich,  Sept.  5,  1650,  and  had  iflue,  Henry, 
Mary,  and  Ann j  he  was  buried  in  that  church  in 

In 
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In  1619  John  Mingay,  citizen  and  alderman  of 
Norwich,  held  his  firft  court,  as  truftee  to  Steward  ; 
Rejoined  with  Thomas  Steward,  and  fold  it  to  Ro- 
bert Crafts.,  citizen  and  alderman  of  Norwich,  Tho- 
mas Atkin,  gent,  and  Richard  Crafk,  of  Wendling ; 
the  faid  Robert  in  1638  gave  the  reverfion  to  Robert 
Allen,  and  Jane,  his  wife,  and  Robert,  their  fon.  In 
1639  the  faid  Robert  and  Jane  held  their  firft  court ; 
the  faid  Robert  fold  the  advowfon  from  the  manor, 
which  .by  his  will  he  gave  to  Thomas  Allen,  his  kinf- 
man,  who  was  only  fon  of  Thomas  Allen,  of  Nor- 
wich, clerk,  Robert's  eldeft  brother,  whofe  will  was 
proved  in  1693;  and  the  faid  Thomas  Allen  about 
1705  fold  it  to  Mr.  John  Hook,  of  Norwich,  furgeon, 
and  Dr.  Hook,  phyfician,  at  Norwich,  is  the  prefent 
lord. 

WICKLEWOOD  had  two  churches;  the  firft 
was  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  the  other  to  St.  An- 
drew. 

Thomas  de  Blundevile,  bifliop  of  Norwich,  in 
1226,  appropriated  to  the  monks  of  Norwich  a  moi- 
ety of  All  Saints,  which  Agnes  de  Ryflet  gave  them  ; 
and  in  1235  the  fame  bifhop  appropriated  the  other 
mediety  to  them,  which  they  had  of  the  gift  of  Ni- 
gel de  Happifburgh. 

When  Doomfday-book  was  wrote  All  Saints  was 
held  by  the  almoner  of  Norwich,  who  had  ahoufe, 
manor,  and  carucate  of  land,  belonging  to  the  rec- 
tory, which,  with  the  vicar's  portion,  was  valued  at 
eight  marks. 

The  Terrier  hath  a  houfe  and  thirty-two  acres  of 
glebe,  In  1690  they  had  licence  to  fella  bell;  and 
iu  1 69  7  the  vicar  was  difcharged  for  dilapidating  a 

barn. 
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barn.     In  1440  Henry  VI.  granted  a  market  and  two 
fairs  to  the  town  of  Wicklewood. 

St.  Andrew's  church  is  now  dilapidated ;  it  flood 
in  the  fame  church  yard,  and  was  in  the  patronage  of 
the  abbey  of  Broomholme  ;  the  re&or  had  no  houfe, 
but  fixteen  acres  of  land,  and  it  was  valued  at  nine 
marks.  In  1-341  Edmund  Ufford  le  Frere,  (or  the 
earl  of  Suffolk's  brother)  was  patron,  and  had  licence 
to  fettle  it  on  the  priorefs  and  nuns  of  Campfey ;  but 
that  licence  not  being  confirmed,  in  1364  the  king 
licenfed  Edmund  aforefaid  to  give  it  to  the  prior  of 
Norwich,  and  appropriated  it  to  the  almoner's  office, 
which  took  effecl:,  and  Thomas  bifhop  of  Norwich 
appropriated  it  accordingly  in  this  year,  July  6. 

January  23,  1367,  the  bifhop  confolidated  it  to 
All  Saints,  and  united  them  both  to  the  almoner's 
office;  there  was  no  vicarage  affigned  to  this  church, 
becaufe  both  churches  were  in  one  yard  ;  and  St.  * 
Andrew's,  which  was  much  decayed,  was  foon  after 
demolifhed,  on  condition  the  vicar  fhould  find  a 
chaplain  in  All  Saints  church,  to  celebrate  for  the  oa- 
rifh loners  of  St.  Andrew,  and  therefore  there  was 
eighteen  acres  of  ground  belonging  to  St.  Andrew, 
and  all  the  altarage  of  the  church,  added  to  the  vi- 
carage. In  1424  the  bifhop  of  Norwich  difpenfed  • 
with  the  vicar,  and  releafed  his  finding  a  chaplain 
as  aforefaid  for  ever,  and  thus  the  whole  became  one 
vicarage,  as  it  ftill  remains. 

The  prior  of  Norwich  prefcnted  to  All  Saints 
from  1300  till  the  diffolution. 

In  1603  the  vicar  returned  that  there  were  100 
communicants  here,  and  that  the  impropriation  was 

worth 
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\vorth  30!.   per  ann.  and   the  advowfon  belonged  to 
it,  with  a  court,  called  Ampners. 

In  17151  the  Rev.  Peter  Routh  was  prefented  to 
this  vicarage  by  Martin  Baylie,  clerk,  p  /.  Sis  John 
Wodehoufe,  bart.  of  Kimberley,  is  the  prefent  patron. 

The  vicarage  ftands  in  the  king's  books  by  the 
name  of  Whittlewood,  alias  Wicklewood  ;  it  is  va- 
lued at  61.  33.  1  id.  ob.  but  being  fworn  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  28!.  6s.  -jd.  it  is  difcharged  of  fn  ft- 
fruits  and  tenths,  and  the  town  paid  3!.  145.  to  every 
tenth.  The  church  now  {landing  is  that  dedicated  to 
All  Saints,  it  hath  only  one  aile,  which  is  covered 
with  lead,  and  there  are  two  bells. 

In  1465  John  Portman  was  buried  in  the  church, 
and  gave  lol.  to  repair  it;  and  in  1535  Thomas 
Dowe,  of  this  town,  gave  205.  to  repair  the  bells,  and 
a  meffuage,  and  croft  by  the  church,  to  the  church- 
wardens, to  keep  his  obijl  yearly  for  ever. 

Hie  jacet  corpus  Bartholomei  Stone,  nuper  de  Wick!e~ 
wood,  in  comitatu  Norfolcitf,  genero/i,  qui  obijt  nono  die 
Jidij,  anno  Dm.  1708,  aique  tztaiis  Jita  63. 

A  ftone  in  the  chancel,  with  Wright's  creft  and 
arms,  is  laid — For  Richard  Wright,  gent,  who  died 
March  13,  1711,  aged  24. 

The  prior  of  Canterbury  was  laid  for  his  tempo"- 
tals  here  at  135.  8d.  it  being  a  fmall  part  of  his  ma- 
nor of  Deepham,  that  extended  hither. 

The  church  of  St.  Andrew  was  given  by  Neel,  or 
Nigel  de  Ryfley,  with  a  meffuage,  forty  acres  of  land, 
and  the  fervices  of  divers  tenants,  to  the  prior  and 

convent 
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convent  of  Broomholme,  who  conveyed  the  advowfon 
to  the  Uffords,  and  fold  the  houfe  and  lands  to  Ri- 
chard Starcolf,  who  owned  them  in  1328,  but  they 
referved  the  rents  to  themfelves  ;  for  which,  in  1428, 
this  convent  was  laid  at  75.  lod.  to  the  tax. 

The  monks  of  Cattle  Acre  were  taxed  at  gd.  for 
lands.  In  1286  the  prior  of  Wymondham  had 
free-warren  allowed  him  in  his  lands  here,  for  which 
he  was  taxed  at  245.  2d.  The  temporals  of  the  prior 
of  St.  Faith's,  in  Wicklewood,  were  valued  at  us. 
lod.  The  priory  of  Flitcham  had  alfo  an  intereft 
here. 

AMPNER'S,  or  ALMONER'S  MANOR,  was  fo  called, 
becaufe  it  was  appropriated  to  the  office  of  the  ai- 
moner,  in  the  cathedral  at  Norwich;  it  was  made  up 
of  divers  parts,  and  given  by  divers  perfons  of  this 
town. 

The  prior  had  twenty-four  acres  of  the  Fitz-Wal- 
ters  fee,  called  Tulland,  or  Freeland,  which  Aymer, 
fon  of  Walter  Freeland,  held  in  1198,  and  gave  ic 
to  the  convent. 

Nigel  de  Happifburgh,  chaplain,  gave  to  the 
church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  at  Norwich,  to  the  ufe  of 
the  almoner  there,  one  meffuage,  and  the  mediety  of 
the  advowfon  of  the  church  of  All  Saints,  in  Wickle- 
wood, to  be  appropriated  to  the  almoner's  office, 
who  was  bound  out  of  the  yearly  profits  to  find  a 
chaplain  daily,  ferving  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Cathe- 
rine, in  Thorpewood,  by  Norwich,  for  his  foul,  8cc. 
Gilbert  Malet,  and  Agnes  de  Ryfley,  his  wife,  gave 
the  other  moiety  of  that  advowfon  for  iheir  fouls, 
to  the  faid  church,  about  1 1 90. 

la 
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Sir  Ralph  Urri,  of  Deepham,  knt.  gave  to  the  prJoT 
and  convent,  for  his  own,  and  his  father's  foul,  a 
piece  of  land  in  Wicklewood,  about  1267. 

In  1347  the  almoner  was  diftrained  in  the  court  at 
Moiley,  by  the  lord  Morley,  to  (hew  by  what  right 
he  railed  a  fald  in  Wicklewood,  who  proved  his 
right  fo  to  do,  and  to  have  in  his  fald  not  only  fheep 
of  the  inhabitants,  but  of  flrangers,  if  he  pleafed. 

The  fpirituals  of  the  prior  of  Norwich,  for  Wickle- 
wood All  Saints,  were  laid  at  eight  marks ;  for  St. 
Andrew's  nine  marks.  The  temporalities  in  both 
parifhes  3!.  7d.  ob. 

It  continued  in  the  prior  and  convent  till  Henry 
VII I.  exchanged  and  took  away  fome  of  the  eftates 
belonging  to  the  monaftery,  and  then  it  went  to  the 
crown;  and  in  the  ill  of  Edward  VI.  was  lett  for 
§1.  4d.  a  year  clear;  but  in  1550  William  Ruggs, 
and  Peter  Gering,  had  a  grant  of  it.  In  1562  Tho- 
mas Reeve  and  Ralph  Sherman  had  it,  the  re&ory 
and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  then  belonging  to  it ; 
but  in  1563  Richard  RoMon  had  it.  In  1564  Ro- 
bert .Moulton,  of  London,  auditor  to  her  ma- 
jefty  for  Wales,  owned  it,  and  prefented  to  the  vi- 
carage: he  had  two  fons ;  William,  his  youngeft,  of 
Moulton,  and  Thomas,  his  eldeft,  of  Wicklewood, 
who  fold  this  manor  to  Thomas  Bradbury,  of  Afhiil, 
efq.  in  1593;  and  in  1600  Martha  Garey  had  it. 
In  1613  Thomas  Skypp,  gent,  owned  it;  and  in 
1688  John  Jubbs,  gent,  and  now  it  belongs  to  the 
heirs  of  Chriftopher  Bailey,  of  Mendham,  gent,  who 
was  lord,  impropriator,  and  patron,  in  1734. 

At  the  time  of  the  furvey  there  were  two  manors ; 
the  biggeft  was  held  by  Olf,  a  free-man  in  the  Gon- 
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fetter's  time;  but  the  Conqueror  gave  it  to  Ralph 
Bainard,  of  whom  Ralph  Sturmin  held  it  at  the  fur- 
vey,  the  foe,  or  fuperior  lordQiip,  belonging  then  to 
the  manor  of  Hingham,  as  it  now  does  to  the  hun- 
dred, which  is  appendant  to  that  manor ;  it  was  wortli 
405.  in  the  Confeffor's,  and  6os.  in  the  Conqueror's 
time ;  the  whole  town  was  a  league  long,  and  feven 
furlongs  and  a  perch  broad,  and  paid  iSd.  gq.  gelt. 
The  church  of  All  Saints  belonged  to  this  manor, 
which  was  held  of  the  Bainards,  and  afterwards  of 
the  Fitz-Walters,  and  their  heirs,  at  half  a  fee,  as  of 
their  manor  of  Hempnall  :  it  was  wrote  Wiclurde, 
and  Wiclewrda,  in  Docmfday-book.  I 

The  other  manor  belonged  to  William  earl  War- 
rrn,  was  worth  2os.  at  the  Confeffor's  fuivey,  and. 
405.  at  the  Conqueror's ;  the  advowfon  of  St.  An- 
drew's church  belonged  to  it ;  it  was  afterwards  held 
of  the  Bardolphs,  as  parcel  of  their  honor  of  \Vorme- 
gay,  at  half  a  fee,  but  the  paramountflbtip  belongs  to 
the  hundred. 

The  record,  called  Tefia  de  Nevile,  tells  us,  that 
Robert  Fitz-Walter  had  a  fee  here  belonging  to  his 
barony  of  Bainard-caftle,  and  that  Nigel  de  Ryflcy 
held  one  half  of  it,  and  Robert  Aungers,  of  VVickle- 
xvood,  the  other,  and  Matthew  de  Morley  held  two 
fees  in  Wicklewood,  8cc.  which  Aliya  Marifchall 
holds.  The  roll  of  the  honor  of  Wormegay  fays, 
that  fir  Neel,  or  Nigel  le  Ryfley,  knt.  held  lands  in 
demefne,  and  fervices  here,  &c.  with  the  advowlon  of 
St.  Andrew's,  of  Wicklewood,  of  lord  Bardolph, 
lord  of  that  honor,  by  half  a  fee,  and  other  fervices; 
but  he  (old  feveral  tenements,  parcel  of  his  manor,  to 
divers  perfons ;  and  in  1381  we  find  that  many  of 
thefe  tenants  were  to  have  houfel/otc  and  haybotc  from. 
Wicklewood-foreft, 

In 
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In  1443  Hales  manor  was  fold  by  William  Cat-* 
thorpe,  an<i  others,  to  William  Rookvvood,  efq.  whd 
fold  it  to  John  Windham,  efq.  who  in  1466  fettled 
k  on  himfelf  for  life,  and  the  remainder  to  John 
Windham,  efq.  his  fon,  and  Margaret,  his  wife,  who 
was  daughter  of  fir  John  Howard  knt.  afterwards 
duke  of  Norfolk,  and  the  heirs  of  their  body,  in 
whofe  iffue  it  flill  continues.  In  1547  fir  Edmund 
Windham  was  lord.  In  1570  Roger  Windham,  efq. 
and  now  William  Windham,  efq.  of  Felbrigg. 

In  this  parifhwas  lately  ere&ed  the  HOUSE  OF  IN- 
DUSTRY for  the  hundred  of  Forehoe.  It  is  an  elegant 
and  commodious  building,  planned  and  built  under 
the  immediate  direction  arid  patronage  of  the  late 
worthy  baronet  of  Kimberley,  fir  Armine  Wode* 
houfe. 

WRAMPLINGHAM,  or,  as  it  is  wrote  inDoomf- 
day-book,  Wramplincham,  was  in  three  parts  at  the 
time  of  the  furvey ;  two  belonged  to  Coiteffey,  and 
a  third  was  held  by  Edwin  ?in  the  Confeffor's  time, 
and  was  given  by  the  Conqueror  to  Godric,  his  fewer, 
of  whom  Ralph  held  it ;  this  contained  the  greateft 
part  of  the  town,  which  was  about  a  mile  long,  and 
as  much  broad,  paid  gd.  gelt,  and  the  foe,  or  para- 
moumfhip  belonged  to  Hingham,  as  appendant  to 
the  hundred. 

The  manor  and  advowfon  came  very  early  to  the 
Hellingtons ;  fir  Thomas  de  Hellington  was  lord  in 
1233,  and  held  a  fee  and  half  in  Hellington,  and 
this  town,  of  the  fees  of  the  earl  of  Arundel,  and  one 
quarter  of  a  fee  here  ©f  Hugh  le  Vere,  and  he  of 
Robert  de  Tatefhale.  In  1323  John  de  Hellington, 
Roger  de  Kerdefton,  and  Thomas  de  Hellington,  oc- 
curs lord;  about  which  time  it  was  divided  j  John 
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de  Taverham  purchafed  the  advowfon  and  a  quarter 
of  a  fee,  being  about  half  the  manor,  and  John  de 
Hellington  had  the  other  half  ftill  for  life.  In  1369 
it  was  joined  again,  and  John  de  Taverham  convey- 
«d  it  to  John  de  Whitewell,  and  his  truftees;  and  in 
1397  fir  John  White  was  lord.  In  1535  Thomas 
duke  of  Norfolk  had  the  reverfion  of  the  manor,  af- 
ter certain  years  to  come,  during  the  life  of  one 
George  White,  a  fool  natural,  fon  and  heir  of  John 
White,  efq.  all  which  right  he  conveyed  to  Edmund 
White,  of  Shottifham,  efq.  next  heir,  who  prefented  in 
1549.  In  1550  the  faid  Edmund  died  feifed,  and 
Ann,  his  fifter  and  heirefs,  then  married  to  Henry 
Doyley,  inherited,  who  about  1558  fold  it  to  Henry 
Richers,  efq.  from  whom  it  went  to  William  Thorn- 
ton, gent,  and  it  came  to  Robert  Thornton,  who  was 
lord  in  1612.  The  prefent  lord  is  Charles  Buckle, 
efq.  fleward  of  Norwich. 

HILL'S  MANOR  was  a  part  of  the  aforefaid  manor 
of  Wramplingham,  granted  at  firft  to  a  family  of  the 
fame  name  with  the  village,  from  whom  it  came  to 
John  at  the  Hill,  and  took  its  name  from  him  ;  it 
was  held  at  a  quarter  of  a  fee  of  the  dc  Tatefhalls, 
and  they  of  the  earl  of  Richmond.  In  this  year  Af* 
celme  de  Wramplingham  fold  lands  here  to  William 
de  Tuddenham,  and  Bafil,  his  wife,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  faid  Bafil,  who  was  fifter  of  William  de 
WVamplingham,  fliould  inherit  at  her  death.  In  1289 
the  faid  William  de  Tuddenham,  and  John  del  Hill,, 
were  lords,  and  each  had  a  moiety.  At  this  time  the 
bailiff  of  CofteiTey  profecuted  them  for  felling  wood 
and  timber  on  the  wade  of  Wramplingham,  but  they 
proved  their  right,  by  (hewing  Coftefiey  had  'nothing 
to  do  in  Wrainplingham.only  in  thofe  lands  that  Were 
held  of  it.  In  1505  Richard  Brafyer,  alderman  of 
Norwich,  gave  his  manor,  called  Hill's,  to  Cathc- 
M  rine. 
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rine,  his  wife,  for  life,  and  then    to  be  fold ;  after- 
wards it  came  to  the  Sedleys. 

BAINARD'S  FREE  TENEMENT  was  taken  out  of  the 
manor  of  Wramplingham,  Great  Melton,  Barford, 
\Vymondham,  and  Kimberley  ;  it  contained  a  capi- 
tal meffuage,  in  which  the  Bainards  dwelt,  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  and  2os.  rent,  and  was  held  of 
Hetherfet  manor  by  knights  fervice.  In  1294  Roger 
Bainard  was  lord  of  this,  and  Eafthali,  in  Gafthorpe; 
and  in  1592  Edward  Downes  had  it,  but  of  the 
owners  fince  that  time  we  find  nothing  mentioned  in 
record. 

The  prior  of  Wymondham's  manor  extended  hither, 
and  he  had  free- warren  allowed  him  in  all  his  lands 
here,  which  were  taxed  at  285.  gq. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  Paul,  and 
is  a  re&ory,  valued  at  5!.  45.  gd.  ob.  but  being  fworn 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  45!.  ad.  it  is  difcharged 
of  firfl-fruits  and  tenths,  and  is  capable  of  augmen- 
tation. When  Norwich  Doomfday-bo©k  was  wrote 
the  rector  had  a  houfe  ajid  twelve  acres  of  land  ;  the 
living  was  valued  then  at  twelve  marks,  and  the  town 
paid  al.  35.  8d.  to  each  tenth.  The  temporals  of 
the  prior  of  Norwich  were  taxed  at  25. 

In  1540  Edward  Downes,  gent,  was  buried  in  the 
church;  and  in  1470  Avice  Sione,  widow,  gave  le- 
gacies to  the  new  roofing  of  the  church,  and  to  make 
a  new  window  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  rood  left. 

The  chancel  is  a  fine  building,  erected  by  fir  John 
Canel,  rector,  who  was  buried  in  it  in  1448,  under  a 
ftone  now  robbed  of  its  brafles,  but  has  the  im- 
preffion  of  a  cup  and  wafer  flill  on  it ;  there  are  fix 

regular 
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regular  windows  on  each  fide,  and  in  each  of  them 
was  one  of  the  twelve  apoftles.  7'here  are  no  me- 
morials of  any  kind  either  in  the  church,  chancel,  or 
church-yard,  The  nave  is  leaded,  and  is  forty-fix 
feet  long,  and  feventeen  broad,  the  chancel  is  thatch- 
ed, and  is  thirty-two  feet  long,  and  fifteen  broad  ;  the 
fouth  porch  is  tiled,  the  tower  is  round  at  bottom, 
and  fexangular  at  top,  and  hath  three  bells. 

The  re£or  returned  feventy-two  communicants  in 
1603,  and  William  Thornton,  gent,  patron. 

In  1770  the  Rev.  Richard  Parkinfon  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  reclory  of  Wramplingham  by  Robert 
Marfham,  efq.  of  Stratton-Strawlefs. 

LITTLE  ELLINGHAM,  according  to  Doomfday- 
book,  is  the  part  of  Little  Ellingham,  lying  in  Fore- 
hoe  hundred^  which  was  a  feparate  manor,  belong- 
ing to  Alwin  in  the  Confeffor's  time,  when  it 
was  worth  aos,  and  was  given  by  the  Conque- 
ror to  Roger  Bigot,  of  whom  Stanart,  an  Eng- 
lifhman,  held  it  at  the  furvcy,  it  being  then  worth 
253.  at  his  death  it  came  to  the  crown,  and  being 
joined  to  the  capital  manor  it  hath  continued  fo  ever 
fince ;  the  whole  (except  this  part)  being  in  Way- 
land  hundred. 

WYMONDHAM,  commonly  called  WINDHAM, 
Wimondham,  Wimundham,  or  Winmunlham,  notwith- 
ftanding  fome  have  imagined  it  of  Roman  original,  is 
certainly  Saxon,  and  might  take  its  name  from  its 
pleafant  fuuntion ;  for  win  fignifies,  a  chofen,  or  be- 
loved place,  fo  that  Win-muntnc-ham  is,  the  village  on 
the  pleafant  mount,  and  the  fituation  exaclly  anfwers. 
As  to  its  being  the  ancient  Sitomagus,  as  a  late  au- 
thor would  make  it,  there  is  no  likelihood  of  it ;  for 
M  2  upon 
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upon  viewing  the  place,  we  can  find  no  remains  of 
any  fortification  of  any  fort  whatever,  neither  hath 
there  been  any  coins,  urns,  or  Roman  antiquities, 
found  here  that  we  could  ever  hear  of,  which,  had  it 
been  a  place  of  fuch  repute  as  Sitomagus  was,  muft 
have  happened ;  and  indeed  till  the  ere£tion  of  the 
monaftery  it  had  no  liberties  beyond  the  neighbour- 
ing villages,  in  any  refpecl,  till  it  afterwards  increafed 
fo  as  to  fwallow  up  fome  of  its  neighbours,  fo  that  their 
very  names,  had  it  not  been  for  that  ineftimable 
jecord  of  Doomfday-book,  had  been  quite  loft,  and 
indeed  are  fo  far  gone,  that  the  towns  which  at  that 
time  went  by  the  name  of  Dikethorp,  and  Hidiche- 
thorpe,  are  now  contained  in  it,  its  limits  being  fo 
far  extended,  that  even  in  the  time  of  king  Stephen  it 
contained  the  half  hundred  of  Forehoe.  It  is  at  pre- 
fent  a  market  town,  its  market  being  kept  every  Fri- 
day, the  jurifdiclion  of  which,  in  BlomefiekTs  time, 
belonged  to  lord  Hobart,  who  was  lord  paramount 
in  right  of  his  leets  belonging  to  his  manors  of 
Cromwell,  and  Grifhaugh,  in  this  town. 

The  whole  of  Wymondham  in  the  Confeflbr'a 
time  belonged  to  Stigand  the  bifhop,  at  whofe  dif- 
grace  the  Coriqueror  feized  it,  and  gave  it  to  Ralph 
tie  Warren  ;  but  he  alfo  forfeited  it :  at  the  furvey  it 
was  in  the  king's  hands,  and  in  the  cuftody  of  Wil- 
liam de  Noiers ;  it  was  then  above  four  miles  long, 
and  two  broad,  and  paid  6s.  8d.  gelt ;  it  had  been 
tut  sol.  per  aim.  but  was  then  of  6ol.  value,  and 
\vould  have  been  worth  much  more  if  Ralph  de 
Warren,  when  he  owned  it,  had  not  wafted  it  by 
Icffening  the  focmen  from  eighty -feven  to  eighteen, 
all  which  were  then  held  by  William  de  Warren, 
Ralph  de  Beaufo,  earl  Alan,  and  Roger  Bigot. 

Dikcthorpc 
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Dikethorpe  at  the  Conqueror's  furvey  belonged  to 
Ralph  Bain ard,  and  in  the  Confeffor's  time  was  own- 
ed by  one  Norman,  a  free-man,  being  then  worth 
405.  and  now  4!.  it  was  four  furlongs  long,  and  as 
much  broad,  and  paid  i  id.  ob.  gelt;  it  is  now  called 
Dikebeck,  and  lies  weft  of  the  church. 

There  was  a  fmall  part  which  William  earl  War- 
ren had  here,  worth  405.  a  year  at  the  furvey,  which 
was  afterwards  called  Stanfield  manor. 

The  whole  town,  including  all  its  prefent  hamlets, 
(except  Stanfield)  was  one  manor  in  the  Conqueror's 
hands,  who  gave  it  to  William  de  Albany,  along  with 
Buckenham,  Snettifham,  and  Kenninghall,  to  be  held 
by  the  fervice  of  being  butler  to  the  kings  of  Eng- 
land on  the  day  of  their  coronation  ;  for  which  rea- 
fcn  he  was  called  Piricerna-Regis,  or,  The  King's  But- 
ler: but  it  did  not  continue  whole  long;  for  on  his 
founding  the  priory  of  Wymondham,  he  gave  about 
a  third  part  of  it  to  that  convent,  with  liberty  to  hold 
a  court,  and  receive  all  the  amerciaments  of  their 
own  tenants,  whether  they  were  amerced  in  his  leet, 
or  market-court ;  and  this  part  became  the  Abbey 
manor,  the  reft  ftill  remained  in  William's  hands, 
in  whofe  pofterity  it  continued  till  the  divifion  of  the 
Albany's  eftate,  and  then  it  was  allotted  to  fir  Robert 
de  Tateftiale,  in  whofe  family  it  went,  till  for  want  of 
male  iffue  it  became  divifible  between  Gaily,  Driby. 
Bernak,  and  Orreby,  to  which  divifion  fome  of  the 
manors  of  this  town  owe  their  original. 

CROMWELL'S  MANOR  contained  a  third  part  of 
Wymondham,  with  a  third  part  of  the  leet,  which 
extended  over  part  of  the  hamlets  of  Norton,  Sutton, 
Watlefield,  and  Silfield,  and  each  paid  a  feparate  leet- 
fee  to  this  manor,  and  chofe  their  feveral  officers,  as 
M  3  conftables, 


,74  HUNDRED     OF 

conftables.ale-tafters,  woodwards,  Sec.  Silfield  leet- 
fee  is  35.  Watlefield,  or  Waters,  55.  Sutton  45.  Nor- 
ton half  a  mark;  this  manor  fell  to  the  (hare  of  the 
Bernaks,  and  pafled  from  them  to  fir  Ralph  Crom- 
well, knt.  whofe  name  it  flill  bears ;  and  after  that 
went  with  Buckenham,  till  one  moiety  went  to  Fitz- 
Williams,  and  the  other  to  the  Knevets.  Fitz-Wil- 
liams's  moiety  in  1346  was  fold  by  Robert  Drury  to 
John  Flowerdew,  of  Wymondham,  efq.  who  in  1558 
fettled  it  on  Edward  Flowerdew,  efq.  who  in  1564 
fold  it  to  Edward  Clere,  of  Blickling,  efq.  and  the 
faid  Edward  Clere  in  1565  granted  an  annuity  of 
405.  per  annum  out  of  it  to  Edward  Flowerdew  afore- 
faid;  and  in  1636  Elizabeth  Clere,  widow,  was  lady 
here,  from  which  family  it  pafled  with  Blickling  to 
the  Hobarts  ;  the  other  moiety  continued  in  the  Kne- 
vets, till  fir  Philip  Knevet  fold  it  to  fir  Henry  Hobart, 
in  whofe  family  it  hath  pafled  ever  fince,  John  earl  of 
Buckinghamfhire  being  now  lord;  it  is  now  joined  to 
Grifhaugh,  Rufleyns,  Mattifhall,  and  Calthorpe,  all 
which  manors  and  free  tenements  united  in  the  Ho- 
barts, and  ib  continue.  The  little  park  in  Wymond- 
ham belonged  to  this  manor,  and  in  fir  Thomas  Kne- 
vet's  time  the  quit-rents  were  57!.  IDS.  The  eldefl 
fon  is  heir,  the  fine  for  demefne  land  is  6s.  8d.  an 
acre,  for  other  land  45.  the  lords  rents  arc  gathered 
by  the  heywards,  which  are  chofen  for  the  four 
hamlets. 

GRISHAUGH,  or  GRISHAW  MANOR,  contained  the 
other  two  third  parts  of  Wymondham  manor,  and 
the  two  third  parts  of  the  leet,  with  the  advowfon  of 
the  abbey,  and  at  the  divifion  was  allotted  to  Tho- 
mas de  Caily,  who  in  1316  had  a  charter  for  free- 
warren  granted  to  him  ;  from  the  Caileys  it  pafled  to 
the  Cliftons,  and  from  them  to  the  Knevets,  in  which 
family  it  continued  till  fir  Philip  Kuevet  fold  it  to 

the 
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the  Hobarts,  in  which  family  it  flill  remains,  John 
earl  of  Buckinghamfhire  being  now  lord.  Grifhaugli 
great  park,  and  Grifhaugh  wood,  belonged  to  this 
manor,  and  the  manor  of  Cromwell's  is  called  a 
member  of  it,  it  containing  a  third  part  of  it,  t'he 
whole  being  held  of  the  barony  of  Tatefhale  by  the 
fervice  of  the  butlerfliip  on  the  coronation  day.  The 
eldeft  fon  inherits,  it  gives  a  moiety  dower,  the  rents 
are  collected  by  the  heywards  of  the  feveral  hamlets, 
viz.  Norton,  which  pays  35.  gd.  leet-fee,  Silfield  35. 
Watlefield  55.  and  Sutton  2s.  Sd.  the  quit-rents  being 
formerly  about  50!.  per  annum. 

RUSTEYN'S  was  part  .of  the  capital  manor,  granted 
by  the  Albanys  to  Alan,  fon  of  Reginald,  whofe 
heirs  in  1227  fold  it  to  William  Ruftein,  from  whom 
it  took  its  name ;  he  held  it  at  the  6th  part  of  a  fee 
of  the  great  manor.  In  1279,  upon  Alice  Ruftein's 
marriage  with  Ralph  de  Kirtori,  it  was  fettled  on 
them.  In  1333  it  was  in  the  Uvedales,  and  in  1401 
John  Uvedale  held  it  of  the  Cliftons,  as  parcel  of 
Tatefhale  barony.  In  1557  fir  John  Clcre,  knt. 
owned  it,  from  which  family  it  pafled  to  the  Hobarts, 
and  John  earl  o£  Buckinghamfhire  now  hath  it,  and 
keeps  the  court  with  his  other  manors  ;  but  in  1611, 
at  the  firft  general  court  of  fir  Philip  Knevet,  bart. 
who  was  truftee,  it  was  held  feparate  from  Grifhaugh 
and  Cromwell's,  the  ftile  then  being  "  Rufteyn's, 
alias  Ryfton's,  Mattifhall,  and  Calthorpe's,"  which 
two  laft  are  fmall  manors,  or  free-tenements,  that  were 
formerly  purchafed  by  the  lords  of  Rufteyn,  and 
'joined  to  it.  The  fine  is  at  the  will  of  the  lord.  The 
fcite  of  this  manor  is  on  a  mount,  double  moated  in, 
and  fir  Edward  Clere  built  a  farm-houfe  on  it,  when 
there  were  about  one  hundred  acres  of  demefne  ad- 
joining to  it. 

M  4  STANFIELD; 
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STANFIELD,  or  STANFIELD-HALL  MANOR,  belonged 
to  earl  Warren  in  the  Conqueror's  time,  and  after  to 
the  Bigots,  of  whom  it  was  held,  by  Katherine,  wife 
of  Roger  Fitz-Ofbert,  in  1306;  a  part  of  it  after- 
wards belonged  to  the  families  of  de  Moulton,  and  de 
Salle.  In  1394  William  Applevard,  of  Wymond- 
ham,  paid  his  relief  for  it  to  Margaret  duchefs  of 
Norfolk,  it  being  then  held  of  the  honor  of  Forncet. 
Another  part  of  this  manor  belonged  to  the  Rokeles, 
and  afterwards  to  the  Curfons,  and  was  held  by  Ri- 
chard le  Curfon  in  1256,  who  was  then  fummoned  to 
be  made  a  knight,  as  holding  a  whole  fee  here,  and 
in  Ketteringham.  In  1307  fir  William  Curfon  held 
his  part  of  Richard  de  la  Rokele  by  the  eighth  part 
of  a  fee,  and  had  a  capital  meffuage,  in  which  he 
dwelt.  The  part  of  the  de  Moultons  alfo  came  into 
this  family  by  marriage.  In  1349  the  other  parts  of 
this  manor  were  fettled  in  the  Appleyards;  and  in 
1514  fir  Nicholas  Appleyard,  knt.  of  Bracon-Afli, 
granted  an  annuity  of  61.  iffuing  out  of  the  manor,  to 
John  Griffyth,  and  Mai garet,  his  wife.  Philip  Ap- 
pleyard, efq.  fold  it;  for  in  1563  James  Altham,  efq. 
Jcept  his  firft  court,  who  in  1564  fold  it  with  Hethel, 
in  common,  to  Edward  Flowerdew,  of  Hetherfet, 
efq.  This  Edward  fettled  af  Stanford-hall  about 
1566 ;  for  in  that  year,  by  the  name  of  Edward  Flow- 
erdew, of  the  Inner  Temple,  gent,  he  purchafed  all  the 
furniture  of  John  Appleyard,  of  Stanfield-hall,  in  or- 
der to  come  and  dwell  there.  In  1573  he  was  be- 
come an  eminent  bai  ifter ;  for  then  Thomas  Grimef- 
diche,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  fettled  an  annuity  of 
405.  iffuing  out  of  his  manor,  called  Joyce's,  in 
Little  Hadham,  in  Hertfordfhire,  on  him,  in  confider- 
ation  of  the  good  and  faithful  counfei  he  had  given 
him;  and  in  1575  he  had  fuch  another  grant  of  five 
marks  a  year  for  life  made  him  by  Simon  Harcotm, 
of  Stamon-Harcourt,  in  Oxfordshire,  iffuing  out  of 

their 
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their  manor  of  Stanton-Harcourt.  In  Michaclrnas 
term,  1580,  he  was  called  to  the  degree  offerjeant  at 
law;  and  in  1584,  O&cber  23  was  made  baron  of 
the  Exchequer  ;  at  his  death,  in  i  599,  Anthony  FIpw- 
crdew,  gent,  was  his  coufm  and  heir.  In  1631  Cr 
Robert  Gawdy  had  his  fhare  of  fir  Nathaniel  Bacon's 
lands  in  Stiff  key,  in  right  of  Winifred,  his  wife,  one 
of  his  daughters  and  coheireffes,  and  had  this  manor 
fettled  on  him  for  life  only,  the  remainder  to  Dorothy, 
his  daughter  and  fole  heirefs,  then  married  to  fir  Phi- 
lip Parker,  of  Arwarton,  in  Suffolk,  km.  and  her 
heirs.  In  1642  it  was  purchafed  by  fir  Thomas  Ri- 
chardfon,  knt.  in  which  family  it  hath  continued  ever 
fmce,  the  late  William  Jermy,  efq.  of  Bayfield,  and 
Elizabeth,  his  wife,  being  owners.  The  fine  is  at 
the  lord's  will. 

GONVILE' s  MAMOR  was  a  part  that  on  the  divifion 
of  the  Albany's  eftate  came  to  Roger  de  Monteak,,^ 
bv  grant  of  Robert  de  Tatefhale;  it  was  infeofifed  in 
Robert  de  Mil  Hers,  who  held  it  at  half  a  fee  of  Ro- 
ger's caftle  of  Riling ;  it  afterwards  belonged  to  the 
families  of  Florence,  Littlehare,  and  Bonnington ; 
and  in  1401  John  Gonvile  and  his  tenants  owned  it. 
In  1480  fir  Robert  Wingfield,  knt.  died  feifed  of  it, 
in  right  of  his  wife,  the  heirefs  of  Gonvile.  The 
manor  came  to  the  Cleres  about  1550,  and  fince  that 
belonged  to  the  Talbots,  by  purchafe  from  fir  Edward 
Clere,  and  fir  Thomas  Talbot,  knt.  came  and  fettled 
at  Gonvile-hall,  in  Wymondham  ;  in  this  family  ic 
remained  fome  time.  This  manor  is  faid  to  have 
been  given  by  Mr.  Wright,  an  attorney  at  law  in 
Bury,  to  Mr.  Jofhua  Grigby,  town-clerk  there,  whofe 
fon  is  the  prefent  lord.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  late 
vicar  here,  in  his  account  of  this  town,  fays,  that 
the  cuftom  is,  that  every  tenant  that  do  not  pay  his 

quit- 
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quit- rent  on  the  court  day,  before  dinner,  forfeits  2d.  to 
be  added  to  every  (hilling  that  he  pays. 

STALW&RTHY'S,  BURFIELD,  and  NOTHE'S  MANOR, 
were  formerly  three  feparate  manors ;  the  firft  was 
held  of  the  abbot's  manor,  it  being  a  parcel  of  it, 
granted  off  by  the  prior  of  the  houfe.  In  i  284  Ni- 
gel de  Stalvvorth  lived  here,  and  was  lord  of  it.  In 
i  Goo  Mr.  Robert  Blackbourn  purchafed  it  of  John 
Bacon,  of  Heffet,  efq.  in  which  family  it  continued 
in  a  lineal  defcent  till  Edmund  Blackbourn,  of  Wy- 
mondham,  gent,  died,  and  left  it  to  his  widow,  who 
owned  it. 

Burfield-hall  belonged  to  the  great  manor,  and  was 
a  part  of  it,  given  by  fir  Robert  de  Tatefhale  to  John 
de  Thorp,  who  held  it  at  the  fixth  part  of  a  fee  of 
Tatefhale  barony.  In  1498  it  was  bought  by  Wil- 
liam Lamb,  who  purchafed  Stalworthy's,  and  united 
them.  In  1544  Edmund  Bainard  had  them,  who 
joined  Nothe's  free  tenement  to  them,  which  had 
been  in  his  family  for  many  generations ;  they  after- 
wards came  to  the  Bacons,  and  paffed  ever  fmcc 
united,  as  they  now  remain. 

WYMQNDHAM-REGINAE,  or  the  ABBOT'S  MANOR, 
was  given  by  the  founder  to  that  houfe,  and  palled 
with  it  to  its  diffolution,  and  was  granted  by  Henry 
VIII.  in  1545  to  Henry  earl  of  Surrey,  at  whofe  at- 
tainder it  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  was  affigned  to 
the  princefs  Mary  before  fhe  came  to  the  crown.  In 
1556  king  Philip  and  queen  Mary  kept  court  here, 
from  whom  it  came  to  queen  Elizabeth,  who  held  her 
firfl  court  ia  1558.  In  1573  ^e  °lueen  nad  tne  ma~ 
nor  and  redlory,  and  the  rents  were  102!.  per  ann. 
In  1622  it  was  affigned  to  Charles  then  prince  of 
Wales,  afterwards  Charles  I.  it  afterwards  belonged 

to 
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belonged  to  Philip  Harbord,  of  Beflhorpe,  efq.  and 
then  to  Sufan,  his  widow,  who  remarried  Francis 
Howard,  baron  of  Effingham ;  it  hath  gone  with 
Beflhorpe,  in  Shropham  hundred,  ever  fince.  Charles, 
fon  of  fir  John  Shaw,  bart.  of  Eltham,  in  Kent,  died 
at  Beflhorpe  April  18,  1716,  fole  lord  of  this  manor, 
as  did  alfo  his  fon,  Charles  Shaw,  efq.  in  1722,  leav- 
ing an  heirefs, 

CHOSSELL'S  MANOR,  in  Wymondham,  hath  a  leet, 
with  fole  jurifdi&ion  over  its  own  tenants  ;  it  was 
part  of  the  great  manor  given  by  William  de  Albany, 
before  1 146,  with  the  confcnt  of  the  bifhop  of  Nor- 
wich, to  God  and  St.  Mary,  and  the  church  of  St. 
Lazarus  of  Jerufalem,  at  Burton,  and  the  brethren 
fervingGod  there,  for  the  fouls  of  Stephen  king  of 
England,  and  Maud,  his  queen,  and  of  Adeliza,  or 
Alice,  widow  of  Henry  I.  then  wife  of  William  de 
Albany,  and  for  their  children,  friends,  and  benefac- 
tors, living  or  dead,  as  the  original  grant  among  the 
evidences  of  the  city  of  Norwich  informs  us  ;  it  con- 
tained fix  fcore  acres  of  land,  lying  between  the  ma- 
nor-houfe  and  the  field. 

Salmon  in  his  Roman  Stations,  p.  8,  gives  us  the 
following  account  of  an  old  chapel  here  in  thefe 
words:  "  On  the  north-eafi  fide  of  Windham,  at 
half  a  mile's  diflahce,  Hands  what  is  left  of  a  fmall 
ancient  building,  called  Windham  chappel.  The 
foundation  is  a  bridge  of  three  or  four  arches,  over  a 
brook,  running  north  and  fouth,  the  chappel  eaft  and 
weft.  The  bridge  is  about  three  foot  wider  than 
the  chappel,  fo  there  is  a  foot-way  over  by  the 
chappel-fide'*,  which  a  horfe  too  may  go  upon  in  a 

flood; 

*  Now  the  eaft  wall  is  broken  down,  and  the  horfes  pafs 
through  the  very  chapel. 
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flood  ;  tin's  is  thought  to  have  been  the  cell  of  fome 
anchoret,  who  lived  upon  the  alms  of  paflengers.  Juft 
by  fiands  a  raeeting-houfe  of  the  Quakers,  who  for- 
merly made  ufe  of  the  chapel,  till  it  became  ruinous, 
as  one  of  the  neighbours  informed  me.  By  what  re- 
volving jumble  of  ideas  they  came  to  fix  upon  hal- 
lowed ground,  is  to  me  a  miftery,  unlefs  the  mur- 
muring ftream  did  the  office  of  an  organ,  and  ferved 
as  a  vehicle  to  their  fighs." 

This  is  called  Weftvvade  chapel,  from  the  little 
ftream  it  flands  over,  and  was  founded  by  the  faid 
William,  and  made  a  cell  to  the  lazars  at  Burton, 
\vho  placed  a  mafter  and  two  or  three  brethren  to 
dwell  here,  in  order  to  get  what  they  could  of  the 
paflengers  that  went  by :  it  feems  the  cuftos  was 
looked  upon  as  lord  of  this  manor;  for  we  have  feen 
a  copy  in  the  time  of  Henry  VI.  the  flile  of  which  is 
this,  Wymondham.  "  Curia  Domits  fralrum  Sanfli 
Lazari"  and  no  mention  of  Burton  ;  and  when  the 
admitting  part  comes,  it  fays,  "  Dommus"  which,  we 
fuppofe,  means  the  atftos,  arid  not  domini,  to  mean  the 
brethren.  At  the  diffblution  it  was  given  by  Henry 
VIII.  to  fir  John  Dudley,  knt.  as  part  of  the  diffolved 
houfe  of  Burton-lazars;  in  1545  he  fold  it  to  Wil- 
liam Kett,  and  in  1578  it  belonged  to  the  hofpital  of 
Norwich,  as  it  ftill  doth,  the  corporation  of  that  city 
being  now  lords. 

PALG RAVE'S,  or  HETHERSET'S  MANOR,  was  held  in 
1401  by  John  de  Hetherfet,  of  the  manor  of  Forncet, 
at  a  quarter  of  a  fee ;  it  came  fince  that  to  the  Fal- 
graves.  In  1545  Clement  Palgrave  efq.  owned  it; 
and  in  1648  fir  John  Palgrave,  knt.  and  bart.  fold  it 
to  Samuel  Smith,  of  Norwich,  efq.  Robert  Willimot 
cf  Grey's-inn,  efq.  and  William  Bond,  of  London  ; 
which  William  in  1667  fold  it  to  Sarah  Bifpham,  re- 

lift 
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)ixl  of  Sam.  Bifpham,  M.  D.  and  her  heirs,  with  He- 
therfet,  and  Woodhall,  in  Heiherfet.  It  was  fince 
owned  by  Mr.  John  Aid,  of  Horftead,  of  whom  Mr. 
Henry  Smith,  of  Coltifhall,  purchafcd  it. 

DOWNHAM-HALL  MANOR:  at  the  time  of  the  Con- 
queft  this  part  of  the  town  was  a  feparate  village,  or 
hamlet,  called  by  the  name  of  Hidichcthorp,  and 
was  a  diftincl:  manor,  extending  into  Wymondha^n, 
Kimberley,  and  Hingham,  the  whole  of  it  being  then 
worth  ^  as.  a  year;  it  was  feized  by  Bainard,  who. 
did  not  keep  it  long  before  the  king  took  it  and  laid 
it  wholly  to  Wymondham,  from  which  time  it  hath 
always  been  taken  as  an  hamlet  to  that  parifh.  It . 
foon  after  loft  its  original  name,  and  took  another, 
by  which  it  hath  paffed  ever  fince ;  Hi-dic-dorp  {igni- 
ted the  village  at  the  hill,  by  the  ditch,  or  water,  and 
Dun-ham,  by  which  name  it  went  in  the  time  of  Hen- 
ry II.  is  the  village  on  the  hill,  both  which  anfwer  to  . 
its  foliation;  at  the  foundation  of  the  priory  of  Wy- 
mondham it  was  given  by,  the  founder  to  that  houfe, 
and  was  afterwards  afiigned,  with  all  its  rents  and. 
fervices,  to  the  abbot  thereof,  who  built  a  country 
feat,  or  houfe  of  retirement,  on  the  top  of  the  hill, 
which  is  called  Downhatn-Lodge,  with  which  the 
manor  was  affigned  to  the  lady  Mary  after  the  diffo- 
lution,  but  (he  did  no%,enjoy  it,  by  reafon  the  abbot, 
forefecing  the  approaching  fate  of  his  convent,  leafed 
it  out  to  John  Flowerdew,  of  Hetherfet,  efq.  which, 
leafe  did  not  expire  till  1561,  it  being  called  .in  that 
leafe  Downham-hall,  and  Downham-hall  manor;  dur- 
ing this  leafe  it  feems  the  Cottons  obtained  a  grant 
of  it;  for  in  1565  William  Cotton  conveyed  the 
manor,  fcite,  fold-courfe,  free-fifhery,  and  common 
of  paflure,  in  Downham  Shifts,  to  William  Thorn- 
ton ;  and  in  1573  Jonn  Thornton,  of  Soharn,  in 
Cambridgefhire,  gem.  granted  an,  annuity  of  a6s. 
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8d.  out  of  it  to  Edward  Flowerdew,  in  recompence 
for  his  good  counfei  and  advice  given  him.  In  1623 
John  Thornton,  efq.  fold  it  to  Richard  Buxton,  gent. 
from  whom  it  came  to  the  Wodehoufes,  in  which  fa- 
mily it  continues  at  this  day,  they  having  left  their 
old  feat  at  Kimberley,  and  fettled  here,  it  being  far 
the  moft  agreeable  fituation.  The  houfe  (lands  on 
the  fummit  of  a  hilt,  in  a  moft  pleafant  park,  and 
commands  two  fine  views;  the  weftern  one  overlooks 
a  vale  with  a  rivulet,  in  the  midft  a  large  bafon  of 
water,  of  about  twelve  or  fourteen  acres,  made  by  the 
late  owner,  rendering  it  moft  delightful  that  way,  as 
the  fine  vifto  doth  on  the  other  fide,  which  commands 
the  valley,  and  terminates  in  a  moft  agreeable  land- 
fcape  towards  Barford ;  it  is  now  the  feat  of  fir  John 
Wodehoufe,  bart.  colonel  of  the  eaft  Norfolk  regi- 
ment ;  he  is  fon  of  the  late  fir  Armine  Wodehoufe, 
bart.  who  was  one  of  the  reprefentatives  in  parlia- 
ment for  this  county. 

BROCKDISH,  SPRINGWELL'S,  or  FINDEN'S  MANOR, 
no  doubt  belonged  to  the  feveral  families  whofe 
names  it  retains.  In  1545  Thomas  Findern,  of 
\Vicklewood,  was  lord,  who  was  defcended  from  the 
Finderns,  of  Eflex,  and  Derbyshire ;  it  continued  a 
good  while  in  that  family,  and  afterwards  it  belong- 
ed to  the  Duffields,  and  fince  to  Mr.  Charles  Hum- 
frey,  of  Norwich. 

THUXTON'S  and  BEAUCHAMP'S  MANOR,  in  Wy- 
mondham,  Bunwell,  and  Carleton,  formerly  belonged 
to  the  Beauchamps,  from  whom  it  took  its  prefent 
name;  it  afterwards  belonged  to  fir  Philip  Wode- 
houfe, knt.  who  fold  it  to  Richard  Page,  whofe  fon, 
William  Page,  held  his  firft  court  in  1587  ;  it  lately 
belonged  to  John  Tallo wins,  afterwards  to  Mr.  Robert 
Bullock,  of  Hingham,  and  Thomas  Bullock,  efq.  is 

now 
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now  lord.  We  find  a  manor  here,  called  Wadkar, 
in  Wymondham,  which  court  was  held  here  (ingle  in 
the  37th  of  Henry  VIII.  but  in  the  time  of  Philip  and 
Mary  it  feems  to  be  joined  to  Kirby-Bedon,  at  which 
town  the  court  was  then  held.  In  1664.  the  ftile  was  ' 
thus:  "  Witlingham,  alias  Witlingham  Wadkers,  in  ' 
Wymondham,  and  Kirkby-Bedon,"  where  the  court 
was  held,  fo  that  we  imagine  that  Wadkers,  in  Wy- 
mondham and  Witlingham,  being  in  the  fame  lord, 
were  joined  and  kept  as  one  court,  and  this  is  all  we 
find  of  the  manors  nere. 

The  rectory  was  given  by  the  founder  to  the  prior, 
who  got  it  immediately  appropriated  to  the  monaftery, 
and  it  continued  (all  but  the  vicar's  part)  in  that  houfe 
till  its  diffolution,  and  then  came  to  the  crown,  where 
it  remained  till  queen k Elizabeth,  by  letters  patent, 
dated  June  27,  in  the42d  year  of  her  reign,  among 
oiher  things,  granted  it  in  exchange  to  the  bifhop  of 
Ely,  and  his  fucceffors,  for  ever,  "  The  re&ory  of 
Wymondham,  with  the  tithe  barn,  and  all  the  tithes 
of  the  demefne  lands,  late  parcel  of  Wymondham 
priory, "jand  ever  fmcc  it  hath  been  held,  as  it  now  is, 
by  leafe  of  that  fee,  the  Rev.  Randall  Burroughs,  of 
iong  Stratton,  being  the  prefent  leffee. 

The  vicarage  was  fettled  in  1221,  the  vicar  being 
to  have  half  the  offerings  at  the  altar,  except  on  the 
four  feaft  days  of  the  purification  and  birth  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  (on  which  days  great  feafls  were  held 
here,  the  church  being  dedicated  to  her,  when  it  was 
iiniflicd,  and  to  St.  Thomas  Becker',  Chriumas,  and 

Eaftcr, 

*  This  fliews  it  was  fome  years  before  the  church  was  finifh- 
ed,  after  the  nomination  of  the  firft  pnor,  for  Becket  was 
not  murdered  till  1 1 30,  in  which  year  the  firft  prior  .was  ap- 
pointed. 
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Eafler,  and  on  them  the  prior  was  to  have  the  whole, 
the  vicar  was  to  have  the  wax  candle  offerings,  by  thd 
name  of  cerage,  befides  other  fmall  tithes,  as  calves, 
lambs,  Sec.  all  the  confeffions  of  the  parifhioners,  and 
a  corrody  in  the  monaftery,  (in  lieu  of  which  a  pen- 
fion  was  granted  at  the  diffolution  to  the  vicar)  and  the 
archdeacon  then  agreed,  that  he  and  his  fucceffois 
would  receive  bdt  one  raaik  yearly  for  procurations; 
the  vicar  was  to  have  the  tithe  of  all  corn  growing 
iri  the  parifli,  and  converted  into  bread-corn  there,  by 
the  name  of  loaf-corn,  befides  other  tithes,  the  whole 
of  his  profits  being  taxed  at  twelve  marks,  all  which 
the  pope,  bifhop  of  Norwich,  and  the  prior  there, 
confirmed  by  their  feveral  deeds;  the  reclory,  with 
the  manor,  Sec.  was  then  taxed  at  fix  fcore  and  fix 
marks  and  an  half,  and  the  vicarage  at  ten  marks. 
Norwich  Doomfday-book  fays,  "  here  is  a  ceil  of 
monks  belonging  to  St.  Alban's  monaftery,  to  which 
the  parifti  church  is  appropriated,  together  with  the 
chapel  of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr,  and  the  impropri- 
ation  is  valued  at  1 20  marks,  the  vicarage  at  thirteen 
marks,  and  the  vicar  hath  a  houfe,  but  no  land. 

In  1538  Eligius  Ferrers,  then  abbot,  was  the  lad 
prefented  by  the  convent ;  he  lies  buried  under  the 
fine  old  monument  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ahar. 

In  1539  Henry  King,  S.  T.  P.  refigned;  he  was 
inftalled  prebend  of  Norwich  in  1548,  was  redor  of 
Great  and  Little  Franfham  in  1552,  but  was  deprived 
of  all  in  the  beginning  of  ihe  reign  of  queen  Mary, 
and  being  afterwards  reconciled,  he  died  re&or  of 
Winterton  in  1557.  The  crown  continued  to  hold 
the  patronage  till  queen  Elizabeth  fettled  it  on  the  fee 
of  Ely. 

In 
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In  1603  the  vicar  returned  1600  communicants 
here. 

In  1768  the  Rev.  Peter  Petit  was  prefented  to  the 
vicarage  of  Wymondham  by  the  lord  bifhop  of 
Ely,  p.j. 

This  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  lol. 
145.  4d.  ob.  and  being  fvvorn  of  the  clear  yearly  value 
0149!.  135.  sd.  is  difcharged  of  firft-fruits  and  tenth?, 
and  is  there  called  Wymondham,  alias  Wyndham. 
It  hath  a  vicarage-houfe,  and  fome  fmall  parcels  of 
glebe,  given  by  John  Weflgate,  and  Alice,  his  wife, 
in  1472  :  "  to  the  vicar  of  Windham  my  clofe.  called 
•'  Brothiways  in  Cakewike  in  Windham,  that  he 
"  and  his  fucceffors  fhould  keep  a  certeyn  for  our' 
"  fouls."  It  lies  in  the  late  Mr.  Drake's  eftate,  who 
pays  the  vicar  the  rent  of  it  yearly.  At  the  diffolu- 
tion  there  was  a  penfion  paid  to  the  vicar  of  61.  IDS. 
per  annum,  which  was  5!.  per  annum  only  in  the 
j 3th  of  Elizabeth,  1571. 

The  circumference  of  this  town  and  lands,  and 
commons  belonging  to  it,  is  very  extenlive,  by  fome 
computed  at  thirty  miles. 

Of  the  PRIORY,  or  ABBEY.  The  priory  of  Wy- 
mondham was  founded  in  the  time  of  Henry  I.  by 
William  de  Albani,  butler  to  that  king,  for  his  own 
and  wife's  fouls,  and  thofe  of  his  anceftors;  he  en- 
dowed it  with  the  parifh  church  of  Wymondham, 
and  all  the  tithes  and  revenues  whatsoever  belonging 
to  it,  and  gave  his  manor-houfe,  wiih  the  court-vard, 
orchards,  alder-carr,  fifheries,  and  motes,  round  the 
houfe  and  court -yard,  and  alfo  the  mill  in  the  court, 
and  the  mill  called  Weftwade,  with  thirty  acres  of 
pailure  by  it,  the  grove  called  Bifid!  mid,  and  the 
N  little 
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little  gtove  at  Somhwood,  the  wick  and  ten  tenants 
in  Southvvoodvby  the  Wick,  as  much  arable  land  in. 
the  faid  town  as  was  lett  at  13!.  per  ami.  45  acres 
of  which  Iai4  in  Northfield,  eighty  acres  in  Eaflfield, 
and  eighty  acres  in  Silfield,  with  forty  tenants,  and 
their  lands  in  the  fame  town,  and  eighteen  freehold- 
ers and  their  fervices;  he  alfo  granted  leave  to  the 
prior  and  convent  to  hold  their  court  in  the  faid 
town,  and  to  have  all  the  amerciaments  of  their  own 
tenants,  whether  they  were  amerced  in  his  leet,  or  in 
the  market-court;  he  gave  them  alfo  the  tithe  of  his 
woods  in  Buckenharn,  and  liberty  for  their  fw in e  to 
go  there  ;  405.  land  in  Nelond,  Molefen,  and  Bra- 
con  ;  lands  in  Wramplingham ;  the  advowfon  of 
Colton,  with  the  lands  there,  arid  the  land  of  Adel- 
ftan,  and  of  Colman  le  King ;  the  whole  town  of 
Happifburgh,  except  the  land  of  Anfgot  the  cham- 
berlain, the  church  and  the  market,  with  all  that  be- 
longed to  it,  namely,  wreck,  toll,  team,  and  other 
cuftoms.  Two  carucates  of  land,  a  faldage,  mill, 
and  thirteen  men  in  Barnharn,  with  two  parts  of  the 
tithes  of  the  demefnes  in  that  town,  all  which  he 
held  of  Henry  I.  the  church  of  Snettifham,  with  all 
that  belonged  to  it,  one  carucate  of  land  and  a  fiee- 
fald  there,  two  parts  of  the  tithes  of  all  his  lands, 
and  liberty  of  fifhing  in  all  his  fifheries,  in  Grimfton, 
Flitcham,  and  Pickenham,  all  which  he  granted  to 
the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Mary  at  Wymondham, 
of  his  own  foundation,  free  from  all  cuftom  and  fe- 
cular  fervice;  he  alfo  ordered,  that  whenever  the 
priory  was  void,  the  monks  fhould  elecl  a  new  prior, 
one  of  their  own  convent,  and  prefent  him  to  their 
founder,  who  fliould  not  refufe  to  confirm  him,  un- 
lefs  he  could  fuew  a  lufficient  caufe;  the  founder  al- 
fo made  it  fubordinate  to  St.  Alban's,  and  ordered 
that  whenever  the  abbot  of  St.  Alban's  came  to  Wy- 
mondham,  he  fliould  be  honorably  entertained,  and 

as 
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as  a  token  of  their  dependency  as  a  cell  to  St.  Al- 
ban's,  the  prior  of  Wymondham  was  to  pay  one 
mark  of  filver  on  the  chief  feftival  of  St.  Alban  the 
Martyr,  to  that  abbot;  and  whereas  Richard  abbot 
of  St.  Alban's,  and  the  chapter  there,  had  given  him 
leave  to  found  an  abbey,  which  he  had  only  made  a 
priory,  he  ordered  that  if  ever  he  himfelf  made  it  an 
abbey,  or  the  king,  or  any  of  his  fucceffbrs,  that  the 
abbot  fhould  be  chofen  out  of  the  monks  of  Wy- 
mondham, and  that  then  it  fhould  be  an  independent 
abbey,  free  from  the  mark  a  year,  and  all  other  ac- 
knowledgements ;  and  the  abbot  agreed,  that  it 
might  be  made  an  abbey  whenever  he  pleafed.  After- 
wards the  founder,  at  the  burial  of  his  wife,  Maud, 
daughter  of  Roger  Bigot,  for  her  foul,  and  thofe  of 
Henry  king  of  England,  and  Edeliza,  his  wife,  and 
their  anceftors,  &:c.  confirmed  all  Happifburgh  what- 
foever,  church  and  all,  except  Anfgot  the  chamber- 
lain's land,  and  a  hamlet,  called  Eccles,  and  this  he 
did  becaufe  it  was  of  her  inheritance,  and  he  gave 
the  convent  poffeffion  on  her  burial  day,  by  deliver- 
ing them  a  crofs  of  filver  for  their  ufe,  in  which 
were  many  precious  relicks,  as  pieces  of  the  wood 
of  the  holy  crofs,  of  the  manger  our  lord  laid  in,  of 
the  holy  fepulchre,  and  alfo  his  gold  ring,  and  a  fil- 
ver cup,  in  fliape  of  a  fphere,  of  excellent  workman- 
ftiip,  for  to  keep  the  holy  eqcharift  in,  all  which  he 
offered  upon  the  altar  by  the  hands  of  bifhop  Ebrard, 
juft  at  the  end  of  the  Litany,  and  as  the  bifhop  was 
going  to  celebrate  mafs  for  his  wife's  foul ;  at  the 
fame  time  William  de  Gruciona,  or  Curfon,  gave 
them  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  all  his  tithes  of  Stan*- 
field,  in  Wymondham :  it  was  founded  for  a  prior 
and  twelve  monks. 

Henry  I.  king  of  England,  the  foundation  being 

compleated,  confirmed  to  God  and  St.  Alban,  and 

N  3  the 
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the  church  of  St.  Marv.  in  Wymondham,  all  the 
gifts  of  William  de  Albani,  his  butler,  with  thefe 
thatjhe  gave,  befides  what  is  aforementioned,  viz.  all  his 
tenants  that  he  held  of  the  earl  Warren,  in  Wymond- 
ham, 405.  land  in  Hetheli,  a  marfh  in  Redham,  a 
rent  of  2000  eels  a  year  from  Helgay,  all  wreck 
from  the  divifion  on  the  coaft  between  Eccles  and 
Happifburgh,  all  along  well  of  the  divifion  between 
the  hundred  of  Happifburgh  (now  contracted  into 
Happing)  and  Stunftead,  two  parts  of  the  tithes  of  his 
demefnes  in  Congham  and  Rifing  :  befides  this,  the 
king  by  virtue  of  his  royal  prerogative  granted  t,hem 
liberty  of  foe  and  fac,  tol  and  theam,  infangethf,  out* 
fangethef,  flemensfeimthe,  blodwyt,  foreftal,  danield, 
wreck,  murder,  and  all  forfeitures  for  murder,  with  li- 
berty for  all  the  convent's  tenants  to  buy  and  fell  in  all 
cities  and  places,  that  had  not  then  chatters  grant- 
ed to  the  contrary,  all  things  toll  free :  he  alfo 
granted  that  none  of  his  officers  fhould  enter  or  inter- 
meddle in  any  of  the  convent's  lands,  or  with  any  of 
their  tenants,  unlefs  with  their  confent,  but  that  the 
prior  fhould  have  his  own  officers,  who  fhould  keep 
his  liberties  without  any  diflurbance  from  the 
king's.  Soon  after  this,  the  founder  to  augment  his 
convent,  gave  the  great  wood  in  Wymondham,  cal- 
Jed  South-wood,  and  the  meadow  and  lands  before 
the  church  doors,  that  the  monks  might  not  be  mo- 
lefted  ferving  God  in  the  church,  by  the  noife  of  paf- 
iengers,  for  which  reafon  alfo  he  obtained  the  king's 
licence,  and  changed  the  highway,  which  before 
laid  clofe  by  the  church,  and  turned  it  by  his  awn 
fcoule. 

William  de  Albani,  grand fon  to  the  founder,  con- 
firmed all  the  aforefaid  gifts,  with  thofe  of  William, 
carl  of  Arundel,  his  father,  and  the  advowfon  of 
the  church  of  Befthorpe,  Sec.  befides  which  many 
other  perfons  were  benefactors.  It  being  thus  en- 
dowed 
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dowed,  the  abbot  of  St.  Alban's  began  after  the 
founder's  death  to  extend  his  jurifdi&ion  fo  far  over 
it,  as  to  take  the  confirmation  of  the  prior  elecl:  to 
himfelf,  and  about  1300  to  prefent  a  prior  to  it,  to 
be  confirmed  by  the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  and  mofUy 
the  monks  of  St.  Alban's,  contrary  to  the  founda- 
tion, were  admitted  priors  on  their  abbot's  prefenta- 
tion,  much  again'ft  the  minds  of  the  true  patrons  of 
the  priory,  and  thus  it  continued  till  1448,  when  it 
was  creeled  into  an  independent  abbey  on  the  fol- 
lowing occafion,  as  Mr.  Weever  relates  it : 

"John,  the  ;th  of  that  chriflian  name,  abbot  of 
St.  Alban's,  could  not  endure  a  certain  monk  of  the 
houfe,  whom  he  had  made  archdeacon  whofe  name 
was  Stephen  London,  becaufe  he  would  tell  him  of 
his  faults;  therefore  to  be  rid  of  his  company,  his 
admonifhments  being  diftafteful,  he  perfuadcs  the 
archdeacon  to  take  upon  him  the  charge  of  the  priory 
of  Wymondharn,  then  void  of  a  prior  ;  the  archdea- 
con accepts  of  it,  and  was  admitted  prior  by  the 
bifhop  of  Norwich  in  1446,  and  being  a  worthy 
man,  pleafed  both  his  flock  and  Sir  Andrew  Ogard, 
knt.  his  founder,  very  well,  which  more  difpleafed 
the  abbot,  who  within  one  year  fent  exprefs  com- 
mandment to  difcharge  him  of  his  priorfhip,  which 
was  heinoufly  taken  by  himfelf  and  his  patron,  info- 
much  that  in  1447  the  prior  and  Sir  Andrew  peti- 
tioned the  king,  that  they  might  have  his  licence  to 
obtain  a  bull  from  the  pope  to  creel  it  into  an  ab- 
bey, and  fet  forth  that  the  founder,  William  de 
Albany,  had  referved  liberty  in  the  foundation  deed 
for  the  king,  and  the  patron  or  founder,  to  do  fo  at 
any  time;  he  complained  alfo,  that  the  abbots  of 
Si.  Alban  had  prefented  monks  of  St.  Alban,  con- 
trary to  the  founder's  intention,  which  tied  the  prior- 
fhip to  the  monks  of  Wymondham's  own  election 
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out  of  their  own  number,  and  it  appearing  true,  the 
king  licenfed  Sir  Andrew  to  procure  a  bull  for  it, 
which  he  did  from  pope  Nicholas  V.  in  1448,  by 
vdiich  it  was  made  an  independent  abbey;  Stephen 
London,  then  prior,  was  made  the  fitft  abb'>t.  all  the 
future  abbots,  according  to  the  foundation,  being  to 
be  eleded.put  of  Wymondham  monks,  unlefs  all 
confented  to  the  contrary,  and  to  be  admitted  as  the 
priors  were,  by  the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  and  prefented 
to  the  founder,  or  patron,  who  could  not  refufe  any, 
unlefs  for  notorious  crimes:  and  thus  it  became  ari 
abbey,  and  c6ntinued  fo  to  its  diffolution  ;  its  whole 
revenues  being  then  rated,  according  to  Speed,  at  72!. 
55.  4d.  and  according  to  Dugdale,  at  21  il.  i6s.  6d. 
per  ann.  It  was  founded  in  i  130,  for  in  that  year 
the  founder  appointed  the  fir  ft  prior.  All  the  ma- 
nors and  lands  of  this  monaftery  enjoyed  the  liberties 
of  St.  Alban's  till  its  erection  into  an  abbey,  and 
then  it  enjoyed  them  in  its  own  right.  The  regifler 
of  St.  Al ban's  fays,  that  it  was  dedicated  to  St. 
Mary  and  St.  Alban,  and  was  a  cell  of  black  monks, 
belonging  to  St.  Alban's,  the  abbots  of  which  mo- 
nailery  had  continual  contefts  about  the  patronage 
of  it."  The  firfl  contefl  was  between  William  de  Al- 
bany, earl  of  Arundel,  fon  of  the  founder,  and  the 
prior,  which  was  fettled  much  in  favor  of  the  pa- 
tron, the  abbot  of  St.  Alban's. 

From  the  year  1228  the  town  ofWymondham,  as 
to  all  their  fpiritual  jurifdidion  of  the  monks  and  all 
the  tenants,  became  exempt  from  the  jurifdiclion 
bf  the  biQiop  of  Norwich,  and  the  probate  of  their 
wills,  8cc.  all  belonged  to  the  priory,  as  a  member  of 
St.  Alban's :  in  1450  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants 
clairaed-exemptionfrom  the  bifliop,  and  alledged  405, 
paid  by  the  prior,  to  include  all  of  them,  but  it  be- 
ing otherwife,  they  were  glad  to  compound  in  the 
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irollowing  manner:  "  that  the  bifhop  fliould  have  all 
the  fpirhual  juiifdic~tion  over  them,  but  fhould  ap- 
point an  official,  who  fhould  live  and  excrcife  it  in 
the  town,  and  that  none  fliould  be  compelled  to  go 
to  the  court,  at  Norwich,  unlefs  they  were  acculed 
ofhcrefy,  necromancy,  &:c.  and  that  every  bifhop 
fhould  hold  his  vifitation  there  every  feven  years, 
according  to  cuflom,  without  any  moleftation."  It 
feems  the  convent  had  been  fome  time  clefigning  to 
bring  this  on  the  anvil,  for  in  1419.  when  the  bifhop 
went  thro'  the  town,  they  would  not  ring,  or  the 
prior  would  not  let  them,  left  *it  fliould  be  owning 
their  obedience  to  the  bifliop  ;  but  the  bifliop  under- 
flanding  it,  it  being  a  parochial  church,  profecuted 
them,  and  interdicted  the  church,  upon  which  Sir 
John  Beverich,  and  three  chaplains  more,  and  four 
of  the  chief  parifhidners,  were  obliged  to  appear  at  his 
great  chapel  in  his  palace,  at  Norwich,  and  fubmit 
to  him,  and  perform  their  penance,  before  they 
could  get  oft  the  interdict. 

There  was  alfo  another  controverfy  between  the 
abbot  of  St.  Alban's,  the  priors  of  Wymondham 
and  Binham,  and  the  archdeacon  of  Norfolk,  which 
was  carried  fo  high  that  the  parties  appealed  to 
Rome,  and  in  June,  1249,  Innocent  the  4th  made 
this  final  determination,  "  that  notwithllanding  all 
the  privileges  and  fpiritual  jurifdiclion  that  the  popes 
and  kings  had  granted  to  St.  Alban's.  the  archdea- 
con's jurifdicftion  over  the  parifh  church,  vicar,  and 
parifhioners,  was  not  injured,  it  appearing  that  they 
liad  it  only  to  their  abbey  and  cells,  of  which  this 
was  no  part  ;  for  tho'  the  choir  and  church  were  ufed 
in  common,  they  for  their  daily  fervice  had  a  paffage 
from  the  monaftery,  and  the  parifhioneib  had  another 
from  the  common  flreet,  and  ufcd  it  as  a  parochial 
church,  and  as  luch  it  was  for  ever  fubjecled  to  the 
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archdeacon's  jurifdi&ion,  with  all  the  other  churches 
belonging  to  Wymondham  and  Binham,"  and  tho' 
they  proved  they  had  recovered  again  ft  the  dean  of 
Waxham  for  exercifing  his  jurifdiclion  in  the  church 
of  Happifburgh,  ic  was  of  no  moment,  but  fet  afide, 
and  upon  this  the  archdeacon  having  recovered  the 
fole  jurifdi&ion  over  the  church  and  all  the  parifhio- 
ners.  named  a  refident  official  here,  to  exercife  his 
jurifdidion  continually,  as  all  his  fuccedbrs  ever 
did:  Walter  de  London,  who  was  then  archdeacon, 
was  alfo  the  pope's  chaplain,  and  by  his  intereft  hi 
that  court  came  off  fo  well :  after  this,  the  monks 
being  uneafy  with  the  vifitation,  agreed  with  the  in- 
habitants and  took  the  choir,  two  tranfcept  chapels 
and  fteeple  to  themfelves,  and  afligned  the  nave,  or 
body  of  the  church,  and  the  north  aile  to  the  parifh, 
which  continued  ever  after. 

After  this,  Ifabel  de  Albany,  countefs  of  Arundel, 
attacks  the  abbot  of  St.  Alban's,  and  claims  the  fole 
power  of  confirming  the  piior  oi. Wymondham,  ac- 
cording to  the  founder's  charter,  and  at  the  death  of 
a  prior,  which  happened  in  I  262,  fhe  claimed  the  pre- 
fentaiion  and  fued  for  it  at  Rome,  but  in  O&ober, 
1-64,  flie  compounded  with  the  abbot  of  St.  Alban's, 
on  condition  he  made  William  de  Horton,  a  monk 
of  St.  Alban's,  prior,  which  he  did,  and  for  the 
future  the  countefs  and  her  heirs,  on  every  vacancy, 
fhould  name  two  monks  of  St.  Alban's,  one  of  which 
the  abbot  fhould  prcfent  to  the  bifhop,  and  thus  this 
a'fo  ended  :  but  when  lir  Robert  de  Tatefhale  came 
to  be  patron,  hearing  the  abbot  of  St.  Alban's  de- 
figned  to  vifit  it,  he  entered  the  monaflery  and  fhut 
up  the  choir  doors  and  all  its  gates,  and  would  let 
nobody  out  or  in,  or  fuffer  the  prior  to  meet 
the  abbot,  or  acknowledge  he  had  any  thing  to  do 
there,  alledging  that  they  had  forfeited  all  their 
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right  there,  if  they  had  any,  by  reafon  that  John  dc 
Berkhamflead,  abbot  of  St.  Alban's,  had  rcfufed  to 
deliver  him  a  certain  quantity  of  bread  and  ale  from 
the  convent,  which  they  were  obliged  to  do,  having 
always  done  it  to  his  anceftors,  that  is  to  fay,  four 
loaves  and  four  flaggons  of  ale,  everyday,  whenever 
he  comes  to  his  manor  of  Wymondham,  which  the 
faid  abbot,  fearing  his  power,  granted  to  him  and  his 
heirs,  after  which  he  was  honorably  received  at 
Wymondham.  John,  abbot  of  St.  Alban's,  fuccced- 
ed,  who  had  fuffered  this  payment,  which  was  efti- 
mated  to  come  to  about  81.  per  annum,  to  be  un- 
paid, for  which  rcafon,  at  the  death  of  the  pnor  of 
Wymondham,  in  1303,  the  king's  efcheator  feized, 
took  poflfeffion  of  the  monaftery,  fet  a  guard  at  the 
gates,  and  fummoned  the  whole  homage  of  the  priory 
manor  the  next  day,  to  do  their  homage,  but  the 
prior  not  being  buried,  it  was  refpited,  'and  after, 
upon  the  tenants  refufing  to  do  it,  it  being  not  cuftom- 
ary,  their  goods  were  feized  and  detained,  and  all 
on  pretence  that  Robert  de  Tatefhale.heir  of  fn  Robt. 
de  Tatefhale,  was  a  minor,  and  in  the  king's  cuf- 
tody,  and  injured  by  the  non-payment  of  bread  and 
ale,  and  that  a  prior  could  not  be  prefented  ;  but  the 
abbot  of  St.  Alban's  fent,  with  the  king's  confent, 
John  de  Stevenache  to  be  prior,  who  was  received 
as  fuch,  and  a-11  the  tenants  goods  returned  ;  but  by 
fuch  means  as  thefe  he  found  his  convent  in  debt 
1600  marks. 

The  bifhop  of  Norwich  being  made  general  collec- 
tor of  ihe  fubfidy,  granted  by  the  clergy  in  1380, 
made  the  prior  of  Wymondham  one  of  the  deputy 
collectors,  which  occafioned  long  contefts,  the  abbot 
of  St.  Alban's  infifting  on  his  being  exempt  by  their 
privileges,  and  got  the  better  of  the  bifhop,  4  Richard 

II. 
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II.  granting  the  abbot  and  his  cells  exemption   from 
being  collectors  or  affeffors  of  any  fubfidies. 

The  other  benefactors  to  this  monaflery  are  too 
numerous  to  find  room  here,  we  (hall  therefore  only 
mention  the  principal  : 

In  1256  Ralph  de  Buckenham  and  Hugh  Beaufoe 
gave  the  advowfbn  of  Newton  in  exchange  for  lands 
in  South  Watton  ;  William,  fon  of  William  de  Alba- 
ni,  the  founder,  gave  them  the  chapel  of  St.  Tho- 
mas the.  Martyr,  in  Wymondham,  which  he  had 
founded ;  Robert  de  Bavent  gave  land  and  part  of 
the  chuich  of  Befthorpe;  the  church  of  Congham 
was  of  the  gift  of  Adam,  fon  of  Alverede,  or  Alured; 
ling  Stephen  granted  the  prior  a  three-day  fair  in 
\Vymondham,  viz.  on  the  eve,  day,  and  morrow,  of 
the  nativity  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  alfo  confirma- 
tion of  the  market  there ;  William  earl  of  Arundel 
granted  them  to  be  toll  free  in  Lynn,  and  all  other 
his  market  towns  ;  John  le  Mafon,  of  Norwich,  gave 
them  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew, in  Ber-flreet,  in  Noryich ;  the  prior  and  bi- 
fhop  granted  leave  to  fir  Richard  Curfon,  knt.  to 
have  a  chapel  and  chaplain  in  his  houfe  at  Stan- 
field,  in  Wymondham,  on  condition  it  was  no  way 
detrimental  to  the  mother  church ;  Edward  I.  grant- 
ed the  prior  free- warren  in  all  his  lands,  manors,  and 
demefnes,  by  charter,  dated  at  Carnarvon,  in  the 
i  sth  year  of  his  reign  ;  the  whole  of  their  fpirituals 
in  Wymondham  were  taxed  at  So  marks,  in  1428, 
and  their  temporals  there  at  13!.  43.  gd.  their 
uhole  fpirituals  in  Norfolk  were  taxed  at  170!.  los. 
per  annum,  and  their  temporals  at  152!.  1 6s.  id. 
q.  fo  that  they  were  taxed  for  both  fpirituals  and 
temporals  in  Norfolk  at  325!.  6s.  id.  q. 

After 
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After  the  diffolution,  the  fcite,  Sec.  with  Wymond- 
ham-abbey  manor,  was  given  in  1545-10  Thomas 
Howard  earl  of  Surrey,  during  the  life  of  Thomas 
Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk,  his  father,  if  the  earl  liv- 
ed fo  long,  paying  into  the  court  of  augmentations 
gl.  js.  yd.  a  year.  It  came  after  to  the- crown  be- 
longed to  queen  Mary,  and  was  granted  by  queen 
Elizabeth,  in  1364,  to.  Walter  Haddon,  to  be  held 
by  the  fee-farm  of  i  1 1.  gs.  8d.  per  annum  :  in  i  5  74 
it  belonged  to  fir  Henry  Cobham.  knt.  and  Anne, 
his  wife,  late  wife  of  YV alter  Haddon,  mafler  of  the 
requefis.  who  fold  it  that  year  to  Edward  Flower- 
dew,  ferjeant  at  law,  it  being  then  in  the  occupation 
of  him,  and  William  Knight,  alias  Kett  :  this  Ed- 
ward died  felled  of  it,  being  then  one  of  the  barons 
of  the  exchequer,  and  in  his  family  it  continued  ;  it 
afterwards  came  to  the  Clcres,  and  has  paifcd  with 
the  manor  ever  fince. 

In  1532  Eligius,  or  Elifha' Ferrers,  D-  D.  was  the 
laft  abbot  of  Wymondham  ;  he  was  after  the  dilfolu- 
tion  archdeacon  of  Suffolk,  prebend  of  Norwich, 
and  dying  in  1548,  lies  buried  under  the  old  monu- 
ment in  the  fouth  wall,  in  the  altar  rails,  in  Wy- 
mondham church,  but  it  hath  no  arms  nor  infcrip- 
tion.  In  1534  this  abbot,  Thomas  Lyn,  Edmund 
Shawe,  precentor,  and  eight  other  monks,  fubfcrib- 
ed  to  the  fupremacy,  and  at  the  diffolution  the  ab- 
bot had  a  penfion  of  G61.  135.  4d.  affigned  him. 

At  the  diffolution,  it  appears,  this  monaftery  was 
found  to  be  in  a  regular  flate,  there  being  no  crimes 
laid  to  the  charge  of  the  abbot,  or  any  of  the  monks, 
except  four,  which  they  pretended  owned  themiclves 
incontinent. 
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The  founder  of  the  monaftery,  at  the  foundation, 
had  his  feat,  or  manor-houfe,  by  the  flream  that  runs 
fouthward  of  the  church,  all  which  he  gave  to  the 
monks,  who  inhabited  in  it  while  the  monaflery 
was  building,  the  earl  removing  his  feat  to  another 
place,  north-weft  of  the  church;  it  feems  he  pulled 
down  the  old  parifti  church,  and  in  its  place  built 
theprefent  one,  with  the  choir,  which  is  now  in  ruins ; 
it  was  at  firft  in  fhape  of  a  crofs,  and  confuted  of  a 
choir  or  chancel,  with  the  chapel  of  our  Lady  on  the 
north  fide  of  it,  a  tower  at  the  weft  end  between  the 
nave  and  chancel,  which  is  ftill  called  the  abbey-ftee- 
ple;  a  nave,  north  aile,  and  fouth  aile,  over  which, 
till  the  diffolution,  the  monks  lodgings  were  joined 
to  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church ;  the  two  tranfcepts, 
or  crofs  chapels,  made  the  crofs ;  that  on  the  north 
fide  was  the  chapel  of  St.  Margaret,  and  that  on  the 
fouth  fide  the  chapel  of  St.  Andrew,  and  the  abbey 
veftry  ;  the  monaftery  itfelf  was  a  large  fquare  court, 
the  church  making  its  north  fide,  and  the  high  wall, 
or  gable,  now  ftanding  on  the  ealt  fide,  was  the 
chapter-houfe:  when  it  was  demolifhed,  the  fouth 
aile  of  the  church,  which  was  leaded,  was  demolifh- 
cd  alfo ;  but  the  king  gave  them  ground  out  of  the 
icite  to  make  the  preient  fouth  aile  on,  viz.  eighty 
leet  in  length,  and  twenty-eight  in  breadth,  the  old 
aile  being  only  eleven  feet  broad. 

In  the  31(1  year  of  Henry  VIII.  the  parifhioners 
and  inhabitants  of  the  town,  defirous  to  fave  their 
noble  church  from  deftruclion,  petitioned  the  king  to 
have  the  following  parts  of  the  church,  which  was 
10  be  deftroyed  by  the  late  aft,  as  belonging  to  the 
monaflery,  granted  to  them,  they  paying  for  the  bells, 
lead,  Sec.  according  to  their  value. 

Firft 


F    O     R     E     H     O     E.  197 

Firft,  the  abbey  fteeple  as  it  (lands,  with  the  bells 
as  they  hang,  giving  weight  for  weight  for  the  bells, 
the  lead  being  twenty-one  feet  broad,  and  as  much 
long,  contains,  at  twenty  feet  fquare.to  each  fodder, 
one  fodder  fixteen  feet. 

The  veftry  belonging  to  the  abbey,  with  all  the 
right-up  aile  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  fteeple  and  pa- 
rifli  church,  to  the  crofs  aile,  the  lead  being  forty -four 
feet  long,  and  eleven  broad. 

The  monks  lodgings,  built  over  the  fouth  aile  of 
the  parifh  church,  ieventy-fix  feet  long,  and  eleven 
broad,  all  leaded. 

The  chapel  of  St.  Margaret,  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  abbey  fteeple,  the  l~ad  being  twenty-eight  lect 
long,  and  twenty-one  broad. 

The  choir  and  our  Lady's  chapel,  with  all  the 
whole  work  as  it  ftandeth,  to  be  taken  down  at  plea- 
fure,  the  lead  being  fixty-eight  feet  long,  and  thirty 
broad. 

Item,  the  whole  chapel  of  archbifhop  Becket,  ftaml- 
ing  in  the  miditof  the  town,  with  two  little  bells  there 
hanging,  to  give  warning;  to  the  people  of  every  chance 
of  fire,  or  other  fudden  bufinefs  happening,  the 
lead  being  fevemy-one  feet  Iftng,  and  thirty  broad. 

The  whole  being  feventeen  fodder  and  thirty-one 
feet  of  lead,  all  which  the  inhabitants  paid  the  king 
for  at  the  rate  of  4!.  the  fodder,  and  the  king  gave 
them  the  timber-work  of  the  roof  of  the  chapter- 
houfe,  within  the  late  abbey,  with  fuch  ftone,  glafs, 
and  old  windows  there,  as  (hall  be  fit  for  the  build- 
ing of  the  new  aile. 

By 
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By  this  it  appears,  that  the  tower  and  bells  at  the 
weft  end,  the  nave,  north  aile,  north  porch,  and 
veftry  over  it,  with  the  land  on  the  north  fide,  now 
the  piefent  church-yard,  at  that  time  folely  belonged 
to  the  parifh,  whofe  good  intent,  (though  they  paid 
the  money)  was  fruftrated  by  ferjeant  Flowerdew, 
who  ftripped  the  fouth  aile  and  abbey  veftry,  and  all 
the  lodgings,  the  town  veftrv,  and  part  of  the  abbey 
ileeple,  of  all  its  lead,  and  carried  awav  all  the  free* 
flone  from  the  fouth  crofs  aile,  the  chapel  of  our 
Lady,  and  the  choir,  (which  he  demolifhed  in  a  good 
meafure)  and  all  the  free-ftone  from  the  foundation  of 
a  wall  that  was  fet  by  the  inhabitants  between  ths 
reft  of  the  abbey  ground  and  the  ground  given  by 
the  king  to  enlarge  the  parifh  church,  and  thus  the 
'choir  being  demoiidied,  and  the  beauty  fpoiled,  the 
inhabitants  pulled  down  ihe  reft,  and  new  built  the 
prefect  fouth  aile:  but  this  very  thing  was  in  a  great 
meafure  the  begining  of  the  rebellion  ;  for  the  KettS", 
who  were  chiefly  concerned  in  the  purchafe,  and  were 
very  defirous  to  fave  the  church,  being  at  that  time 
principal  inhabitants  here,  never  forgave  Flowerdew, 
but  endeavoured  t©  do  him  and  his  family  all  the 
prejudice  imaginable  ever  after. 

The  eaft  part  of  the  nave  was  now  made  the  chan- 
cel, the  repairs  of  which  the  impropriation  bears ; 
and  in  1573  queen  Elizabeth  allowed  the  inhabitants 
a  large  fum  to  repair  the  chancel,  and  at  that  time 
the  three  windows  and  wall  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
nave,  now  the  chancel,  were  rebuilt,  and  thefe  letters, 
R.  E.  anno  1573,  ^et  thereon,  to  denote  Regina  Eli- 
zabctha. 

The  fcite  of  the  abbey  contained  thirty-three  acres  ; 
the  old  wall  at  the  weft  end  of  the  tower  was  part  of 
the  chamel-houie,  which  with  Beckci's  chapel,  the 

abbey 
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abbey  fleeple,  St.  Margaret's  chapel,  the  fouth  crofs 
aile,  and  veftry,  with  St.  Mary's  chapel,  were  granted 
to  Connell  and  Piftor,  as  concealed  lands,  but  to  no 
purpofe,  the  inhabitants  (hewing  they  had  a  grant  of 
them  already. 

After  the  inhabitants  by  agreement  with  the  prior 
had  quitted  their  common  right  in  the  choir,  and  had 
the  nave  and  north  aile  appropriated  to  them  for  a 
parifh  church,  'not  liking  to  have  other  bells  for 
their  parifh  ufe  but  them  in  the  abbey  (Iceple  belong- 
ing to  the  monks,  they  began  to  raife  contributions, 
with  confent  of  the  lord  of  the  town,  to  erecl  a  tower 
at  the  weft  end  of  the  church,  and  what  by  conir^Uu— 
lions  and  legacies  given  by  perfons  that  died  here,  .in 
1410  they  took  down  a  porch  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
gable,  and  began  the  foundation  of  the  noble  tower, 
which  is  now  {landing  there,  it  being  no  lefs  than  i  63 
feet  high:  upon  this  the  prior  and  monks  indid  the 
townfmen  for  breaking  the  porch  and  wall,  and- 
creeling  a  tower  and  three  bells,  and  for  flopping  up 
the  door  between  the  nave  and  chancel,  allcdging 
that  the  church  and  all  was  theirs,  and  that  the 
townfmen  ought  to  come  there  at  the  found  of  the 
abbey  bells:  this  made  great  confufion,  which  laded 
about  a  year,  and  then  Thomas  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury came  hither,  in  his  metropolitical  vifitation, 
and  fettled  the  matter  between  them,  licenfing  the 
townfmen  to  build  their  tower,  and  hang  what  bells 
t&ey  pleafed  in  it,  on  condition  they  never  rang  them 
to  diftu-.b  the  monks,  that  is  to  fay,  before  fix  in  the 
morning,  nor  after  fix  at  night,  it  being  their  refting 
time,  and  that  in  the  day-time  they  fhould  be  rung 
for  Divine  fervice,  or  the  dead  only,  unlcfs  on  Chrift- 
mas-day,  Eafter-day,  at  the  coming  of  the  king, 
archbifnop,  or  bifhop,  or  in  cafe  of  any  public  ene- 
mies, thieves,  fire,  or  jobbery  :  upon  this  fir  John 

Clifton, 
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Clifton,  knt.  fet  about  the  work,  and,  with  the  affifl- 
ance  of  many  benefactors,  not  only  built  the  tower, 
but  the  top  part  of  the  whole  nave,  as  the  arms  cut 
on  the  outfide  of  the  north  windows  (hew  us. 

On  the  firft  window,  weftward,  is  a  mitre  and 
crown,  to  Qiew  the  regal  and  epifcopal  jurifdi&ion 
over  the  church,  and  that  it  was  not  an  exempt  of  the 
monks.  On  the  fecond,  is  fir  John  Clifton's  arms, 
andthofeof  Ufford  earl  of  Suffolk.  On  the  third, 
Nevile  and  Shelton.  On  the  fourih,  Gaily.  On  the 
fifth,  the  fymbols  of  the  Trinity  and  Paffion.  On 
the  fixth,  the  crofs  fwords  and  crofs  keys,  for  St. 
Paul  and  St.  Peter,  to  denote  the  pope's  fupremacy. 
On  the  feventh,  the  crown  and  mitre  as  before,  and 
the  other  three  windows  were  rebuilt  by  queen  Eliza- 
beth, as  hath  been  obferved. 

Over  the  weft  door  of  the  tower,  which  hath  five 
large  bells  and  a  clock  in  it,  are  three  fhields  ;  fir 
John  Clifton  quartering  Gaily,  impaling  Thorpe; 
the  other  coats  are  for  Cromwell  and  Tatefhall. 

The  tower  was  fixty-fix  years  before  it  was  finifhed, 
and  the  bells  hung,  viz.  from  1410  to  1476. 

At  the  difiblution  there  weie  divers  guilds,  well 
endowed  with  lands  and  tenements,  held  in  this 
church,  one  of  which,  the  Holy  Trinity,  had  a  guild- 
hall at  Spooner-row,  and  is  fometimes  called  Spooner- 
row  guild. 

Watlefield  guild,  or  brotherhood  of  St.  Thomas, 
kept  at  his  altar  in  this  church,  and  fometimes  in  his 
chapel  in  the  middle  of  the  town,  and  is  frequently 
called  Middleton  guild. 

At 
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At  .the  diffolution  many  gave    gifcs  towards 
chafing  the  abbey  bells,  fteeple,  Sec. 

The  lands  and  tenements  belonging  to  thefe 
guilds  remained  for  the  mod  part  in  the  crown,  till 
queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  2d  year  of  her  reign,  anno 
1559,  upon  the  humble  fuit  of  the  inhabitants,  gave 
them  to  the  town,  and  fettled  them  on  feoffees,  they 
being  then  of  the  yearly  value  of  40!.  towards  main- 
taining a  fchool  in  St.  Thomas's  chapel,  and  other 
godly  ufes  in  the  faid  town,  as  repairing  the  church, 
Sec.  but  the  feoffees  being  negligent,  and  the  chapel, 
or  fchool,  ftripped  of  the  lead,  and  in  decay  for  want 
of  covering,  they  neither  kept  the  fchool,  nor  re- 
paired the  church,  but  employed  the  money  to  other 
ufes  ;  upon  which  a  complaint  being  lodged  with 
the  privy-council  in  1570,  the  feoffees  were  called  to 
an  account,  and  the  lands  fettled  to  maintain  a  fchool- 
mafter,  and  repair  the  church;  immediately  after  the 
chapel  was  tiled,  and  the  fchoolmafter  had  a  friary 
always  allowed  him  out  of  the  lands,  which  at  pre- 
fent  is  2ol.  per  ann.  and  a  dwelling-houfe  for  the 
mafter,  given  fmce  the  reftoration  by  Mr.  Chriflo- 
pher  Deye;  this  chapel  is  now  the  fchool-houie,  and 
.was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  St.  Thomas 
Becket,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  who  was  mur- 
dered in  1130;  it  was  founded  by  William  de  Al- 
bany, fon  of  the  founder  of  the  monafleiy,  and  was 
well  endowed,  Edward  I.  in  1292  confirming  all  do- 
nations made  to  it.  The  mafter  of  the  fchool  is 
elecled  by  the  majority  of  the  feoffees,  lu  1574: Mat- 
thew Parker,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  gave  this 
town  a  icholarfhip  to  his  college,  .called  Corpus 
Chrifti,  or  Bennet  College,  in  Cambridge,  the  icholar 
to  be  shofen  out  of  this  fchool,  and  born  in  .this 
town,  and  muft  have  continued  at  fchooi  h.ere  ,two 
-y«ars  without  intermiffion,  and  muft  aifo  be  fifteen 
O  veats 
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years  old.  In  1567  the  faid  archbifhop  gave  a  fer- 
mon  to  the  town  of  Wyraondham,  to  be  preached 
•  yearly  on  the  Monday  in  Rogation-week,  for  which 
he  fettled  6s.  8d.  a  year,  to  be  paid  the  preach- 
er out  of  his  manor  and  farm  at  Hethel;  it  is  to  be 
preached  either  by  the  mafter,  or  one  of  the  fellows 
of  the  faid  college. 

Over  the  door  of  the  fchool  was  this,  now  il- 
legible : 

An0.  Dni.  1635. 
Mujarum  ALdes  Wymondhamenjes. 

JVe  Puljate  fores, 
Sint  tefla  Silentia  Mujis, 

But  to  proceed  to  the  perfons  of  note  buried  in  the 
choir,  and  St.  Mary's  chapel  by  the  fide  of  it,  both 
which  are  now  down. 

Firft,  in  the  middle  of  the  choir,  right  before  the 
altar,  lie  intcrrred  William  de  Albany,  the  founder, 
and  Maud,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Roger  Bigot,  earl  of 
Norfolk  ;  his  epitaph  was  this  : — Hunc  pincerna  lo~ 
cumfundavil,  et  hie  jacet,  ilia,  qua  dedit  huic  Domini 
jam  fine  Jine  tenet. — He  died  in  the  gd  of  Henry  II. 
1 156,  and  to  his  memory  was  this  on  the  monaltery 
wall  -.—Pray  ytt  for  the  foul  of  William  de  Albany, 
founder  of  this  abby, — which  (hews  it  was  placed  there 
after  it  became  an  abbey. 

William  de  Albany,  earl  of  Arundel,  the  founder's 
fon,  who  died  at  Waverley,  in  Surrey,  October  3, 
1176,  was  buried  by  his  father  here;  he  is 
called  fometimes  earl  of  Suffex,  fometimes  eail  of 
Chichefter,  and  was  founder  of  Buckenham  priory, 
and  Pynham  by  Arundel,  and  the  chapel  of  St.  Tho- 
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hias  the  Martyr,    in  Wymondham,  and  was   a    great 
benefactor  to  feveral  religious  houfes. 

William  de  Albany,  earl  of  Arundel,  Ms  fon, 
grandfon  of  the  founder,  went  with  Richard  I.  into 
the  Holy-land,  and  remained  with  him  in  Almaigne 
all  the  time  of  his  imprifonmem,  and  died  at  Waver- 
ley,  foine  fay  the  fame  year  with  his  father,  others  in 
1196,  the  Waveiley  Chronicle  1193,  kut  a^  agree 
he  was  buried  by  his  father  here. 

William  de  Albany,  earl  of  Arundel  and  SufTex, 
the  inheritor  of  his  father  s  honors  and  virtues,  went 
with  Ralph  earl  of  Chefter,  and  many  other  nobles, 
into  the  Holy-land,  and  after  the  winning  of  Dami- 
etta,  in  Paleftine,  in  his  return  home  died  at  a  town 
beyond  Rome,  called  Camel,  and  his  body  being 
opened  and  embalmed,  as  he  defired,  Thomas,  his 
phyfician,  brought  it  here,  and  interred  it  by  his  an- 
ceflors,  for  which  good  fervice,  from  a  monk  of  St. 
Alban's,  he  was  made  prior  here  about  1224. 

Hugh  de  Albany,  his  brother  and  heir,  earl  of 
Arundel  and  Suflex,  died  in  1242,  or,  as  VVeever,  in 
1243,  without  iffue,  and  was  buried  here  by  his 
anccflors,  fo  that  all  the  Albanys,  earls  of  Arundel 
and  Suflex,  great  nobles  in  their  time,  lie  here  inter- 
red, under  the  rubbifh  of  the  choir,  or  chancel,  and 
it  is  to  be  fuppofed  rnoft  of  their  wives  alfo,  who 
were  all  perfous  of  the  greateft  families  at  that  time; 
Ifabel,  widow  of  this  Hugh,  was  daughter  of  the 
great  earl  Warren,  and  foundiels  ot  Marham  nun- 
nery. 

Sir  John  Clifton,  of  Buckenham-caflle,  knt.   died 

in  1447,  and  was  buried    here,    and   fettled    iol.  per 

annum  on  the  prior  for  ever,  to   find  a  monk  to  fmg 

O  2  -for 
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for  his  foul,  and  the  foul  of  Joan,  his  wife,  who  was 
buried  by  him. 

Sir  Andrew  Ogard,  knt.  and  Margaret  Clifton,  folc 
daughter  and  heirefs  of  fir  John,  his  wife,  are  both 
buried  here;  he  died  in  1434;  fbe  in  1460. 

A  gentleman  called  Ncne,  who,  becaufe  he  gave 
nothing  to  the  religious  of  this  houfe,  had  this  diflich 
made  to  his  memory,  as  Mr.  Cambden  tells  us  in  his 
Remains,  p.  321. 

Hie  fitus  fjl  Nullits,  qula  nullo  nullior  ijle, 
Et  quia  Nullu's  crat,  de  nullo  nil  libi  Chrifte. 

Mr.  Weever,  fol.  811,  hath  it  thus  Englifhed: 

Here   lyeth  None,    one  worfe   than  none   for  ever 

thought, 

And  becaufe  None,  of  none,  to  thee,  O  Chrift!  gives 
•     nought. 

Or  fuppofe  thus;  for  it  feems  an  allufion  to  Homer's 
Odyffey,  where  Ulyfles  calls  himfelf  Oudeis,  or  Nc 
Man,  to  elude  the  refentment  of  the  cyclops,  Poly- 
tjlieme,  after  lie  had  bored  out  his  only  eye  in  his 
forehead, — "  'Twas  no  man  did  it,"  8cc. 

Here  No  Man  lies,  for  worfe  than  none  is  he 
Who  nothing  gives  the  church,  O !  Chrift,  nor  thee. 

The  fame  author  tells  us,  that  he  had  read  this  fol~ 
lowing  epitaph  alfo  on  this  firname : 

Hie  recubat  Ntillus,  nullo  defanguine  cretus, 
Nullus  apud  vivvs,  j\'ullus  apud  juperos. 

None  lieth  here,  of  lineage  None  defcended, 
Amongft  men  None,  None  'mongft   the  taints  be- 
friended. 

Much 
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Much  like  thar,  as  Cambdeq  fays,  found  alfo  in 
the  regifter  of  \V\  mondham,  for  pope  Lucius,  born 
at  Luca,  bifliop  of  Oflia,  and  pope  of  Rome,  who 
died  at  Verona! 

Luca  dedit  Lucem  tibi  Luci,  pontificatum 
Oft  in,  pppatum  Roma,  Verona  mori; 
Imrno,  Verona,  dedit.  tibi  vere  vivcre,  Roma, 
Exilium,  euros  Oftia,  Luca  mori. 

In  1528  fir  William  Knevet,  knt.  was  buried  in 
this  monaflery  church,  under  the  new  work  by  him 
made,  before  the  high  altar  of  the  choir,  on  one  fide 
of  the  founder,  under  a  flone  of  marble  inlaid  with 
his  arms,  being  buried  at  the  feet  of  fir  William 
Knevet,  knc.  his  father,  and  dame  Jane,  his  mother; 
he  gave  40!.  to  the  monaflery  to  pray  for  him~ 

The  arms  of  Albany,  Cromwell,  Taifall,  Clif- 
ton, Cailey,  and  Windham,  were  in  the  north  church 
windows,  and  thofe  of  Flint,  Chaucer,  £jc.  on  the 
fouth  fide,  but  are  all  now  gone. 

The  nave,  fouth  and  north  ailes,  with  the  north 
porch,  are  all  leaded,  an  exa&  copper-plate  of  which, 
with  the  abbey  fleeple,  and  ruins,  was  latelv  pub- 
lifhcd  by  Mr.  Buck,  in  his  fet  of  ruins  for  Norfolk, 
Suffolk,  and  Effex,  and  indeed  is  not  only  a  good 
piclure,  but  an  exacl  iikenefs*. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  nave,  on  the  fouth  fide,  is  a 
mural  monument,  infcribed  to  the — R.ev.  John  Hen* 
dry^  March  12,  1722,  -aged  64. 

O  3  This 

*  We  have  endeavoured  to  give  a  copy  of  Mr.  Buck's  vie\v, 
from  a  drawing  made  by  Mr.  Marcus  Armftrong,  but  by  a  mif- 
take  of  the  engraver,  the  profped  is  reverfed,  and  appears « 
j»orth  view,  inftead  of  a  fouth. 
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This  Mr.  Hendry  by  his  lad  will,  dated  November 
12,  17  22,  gave  400!.  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of 
an  eftate  of  freehold  land  in  Norfolk,  to  be  fettled 
on  truRees,  for  the  benefit  of  the  vicar  of  Wymond- 
ham  for  the  time  being,  for  ever,  conditionally,  that 
he  preach,  or  caufe  to  be  preached,  two  fermons  every 
Lord's  day  in  the  church,  for  ever,  one  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  other  in  the  afternoon  ;  upon  his  neglecl,  or 
refufal,  the  profits  to  be  applied  to  the  charitv-fchool ; 
he  gave  5!.  towards  conveying  the  eftate,  and  alfo 
13!.  los.  per  ann.  to  the  vicar,  out  of  lands,  called 
Flora's,  in  this  town,  for  preaching  a  ferrnon  every 
Friday  in  Lent;  he  left  his  eftate  at  Crowuthorpe, 
then  about  15!,  per  ann.  to  the  charitv-fchool  at  Wy- 
mondham,  chargeable  with  505.  yearly,  to  be  paid  to 
the  ancientelt  maids  in  Wymondham ;  and  los.  a 
year  to  the  poor  of  Crownthorpe,  for  ever  ;  he  gave  a 
-a  velvet  pall,  and  fix  mourning  clonks,  to  be  lett  out 
at  the  difcreiion  of  the  vicar.  The  400).  was  laid 
out  in  1724  for  a  freehold  eftate  in  VVicklevvood, 
which  was  fettled  according  to  the  will. 

There  now  remain  only  the  arms  of  Marfhall  and 
Burnel  in  the  windows  of  the  church. — On  the  firfl 
north  pillar  is  the  dedication  {lone,  with  the  word 
MABJA  in  a  cypher. — There  is  a  fine  old  font,  on 
which  are  the  emblems  of  the  four  Evangelifts,  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  and  of  the  facrament,  and  a  fhield  with 
three  crowns,  and  round  the  fteps  is  an  infcription, 
now  illegible. 

In  the  north  aile,  tovyards  the  weft  end,  are  flones 
for  feveral  of  the  name  of  Blackbourn,  le  Neve, 
King,  Culyer,  Carver,  Sec. 

Here  was  a  chapel,  as  the  fine  roof  and  niche  for 
the  holy  water  fhew  us,  but  we  cannot  fay  to  what 

faint 
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faint  it  was  dedicated,  though  the  name  Maria  is  qn 
the  roof;  the  old  veftry  is  here,  which  was  made  in 
1674. 

George  Kelt,  Jenior,  died  January  4,-  1722,  in  the 
83^ year  of  his  age. 

Over  the  door  is  an  old  piece  of  painting  on  the 
wall,  repreferiting  naked  people  in  a  boat  in  great 
danger,  and  feveral  others  fuffering  for  righteoufnefs 
fake  on  the  right  hand ;  and  on  the  left,  the  Devils, 
fome  offering  a  can  of  drink,  others  a  purfe  of  mo- 
ney, encouraging  finners  to  their  own  ddlru&iou. 

In  the  nave,  on  the  firft  pillar  towards  the  weft  end, 
on  the  noith  fide,  is  a  mural  monument,  to — Tliomas 
Seaborn,  gent.  Aug  21,  1689,  (flat.  54.  Pkilippa,  his 
wife,  Aug.  17,  1689,  tflat.  49.  And  James,  their 
Jon,  July  i,  1691,  atat.  23. 

There  hangs  a  noble  branch  in  the  middle  of  the 
nave,  given  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hendry. 

Richard  Buxton,  gent,  of  Downham- Lodge,  died  Ja- 
nuary 2,  l6-- 

In  the   chancel,    on    a  mural  monument, — Anna 
Wright,  patuntuf  et  charitatis  omnimodce  exemplar,  ob. 
Dec.  12,  1712,  conjugemqueT.  W.  [Tho.  Wright,  vicar :] 
Jepultum  (hie)  readmifit  5  diefebr.  1731,  eclat.  77. 

On  a  mural  monument,  clofe  by  the  north  end  of 
the  altar,- — M.  S.  Ifaaci  Sayer,  A.  M.  Coll.  Gonv.  ft 
Caij  Cantabr.  Jcholte  Wymondhamenjis  per  annos  ix  mode- 
ratoris,  pietate,  vwdejla,  morumque  integritate  inter  pri~ 
mos  numerandus,  in  pueris  crudiendis,  feduLitate  et  Joler- 
tia,  plurimis  (dicam  omnibus  ?j  antejerendus.  Obijt  xii 
O4  cal; 
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cal:  Tebr.  anno  atatis  xxxvi,  Chrifti  vero  Mnccxxr. 
Maria  uxor  ejus  per  an:  xiii.  Amorisjlmul  ac  dolor is  hoc 
monument  urn,  P.  F. 

M,  S.  Wlhelmi  Hawys,  hujus  ecclejiae  per  decennium 
vicarij,  de  Col:  Ccrp.  Xti.  apud  Cantab.  A.M.  cbijt 
Maij  16°,  anno  ALrcc  Xtiance  1701. 

In  a  vault,  under  the  ftone,  lies  Mr.  John  Hawys, 
of  Norwich,  apothecary,  who  died  March  28,  1663. 

Againft  a  pillar  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  fouth  aile, — 
This  in  memory  of  Ann  Talbot,  ike  only  daughter  of  Tho- 
mas Talbot,  of  Gui.v  ill -hail,  ejq.  and  Joan,  his  wife,  the 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Mcde,  of  Lofts,  in  EJfex,  a  virgin, 
tu.hoje  piety,  charily,  duly,  and  courtefey,  was  exemplary  to 
thoje  of  her  age ;  flic  departed  this  life  the  6th  day  of 
December,  1669,  and  of  her  age  20  years,  and  lies  in- 
terred near  hcrjather,  and  where  her  mother  defigns  to 
be  buried. 

Le-Neve  impales  Browne; — Ejler,  wife  of  Mr.  \Yil- 
Ham  Le-Xcve,  Sept.  19,  1677,  a.~e(^  2O- 

Sleep  f acred  afhcs,  let  us  only  pne, 
What  treafures  in  you  did  involved  lie, 
A  wife  Jo  young,  -and  yetfo  wife,  oh !  heres 
Wifdom,  example,  not  the  child  oj years, 
So  full  ofbufmejs,  andfo  pious,  well! 
Devotion  dwells  not  always  in  a  cell ; 
So  free,  Jo  innocent,  fo  good,  fo  kind, 
All  moral  virtues  were  in  thee  combind, ' 
And  with  thee  took  their  Jlight  into  thefkyt 
Joyne  forces,  and  make  up  one  Galaxy  ; 
So  various  gums  diffblving  in  onejiret 
Together  in  one  fragrant  fume  expire. 
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Eftef,  daughter  of  William  Le-J\reve,   and   Efter,  hi* 
wife,  baptized  March,  1576,  died  April  5,  1681. 

Her  life  wasjhort,  the  longer  is  her  rejl, 
God  call  the/,  foonejl  whom  lie  loveth  bejl. 

Thomas  King,    clerk  andjexton  65  years,   died  Sep- 
tember 14,  1680. 

George  Gay,  gent,  died  October  24,  1697  ;  Sufan,  his 
luife,  Augujl  15,  1683, 


Robert  Stone,  gent,  died  June  15,  1717,  aged  64,' 
Hellen,  his  wife,  Jan.  g,  1  736,  aged  84. 

Here  alfo  are  monumental  infcriptions  to  feveral 
other  worthy  parifhioners,  which  we  have  not  room 
to  infert. 

The  new  veftry  is  at  the  weft  end  of  this  aile,  in 
which  the  archdeacon's  court  is  held  ;  in  the  midft  is 
an  altar-tomb,  having  the  arms  and  crefl  of  Hawys, 
and  this  infcript'.on:  —  Hie  fupcr  rehquias  fuas,  monu- 
mentum  Jimid  et  tabulam  marmoream  voluit  Johannes 
Hawys,  generofus,  ut  par  mortito  alque  vivo,  illi  ejjet 
for  tuna,  alijs,  potius  qiiamjlbi,  profuiffe.  JVatus  ejl  anno 
1669,  mortuus  1727. 

Before  the  veftry  was  made,  in  this  place  ftood  the 
table  that  the  poor  were  paid  their  weekly  collections 
on*  and  afterwards  on  this  tomb,  which  fupplied  its 
place. 

A  black  marble  to  the  —  Rev.  George  Taylor,  vicar  t 
ebijt  Feb.  14,  1  736,  atai.  63. 

The 
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The  town  and  parifh  of  Wymondham  is  divided 
into  feveraldivifions,  viz.  Middleton,  or  Marketftead, 
Damgate,  Chaple-gate,  Vicar's-ftreet,  Towngreen, 
and  Cakewick,  all  which  are  in  the  infoken,  or  in 
the  town ;  the  hamlets  in  the  outfoken  are,  Down- 
ham,  which  lies  northward  of  the  town,  Stanfield, 
eafhvard,  Silfield,  about  a  mile  diilant  fouth-eaft, 
\Vat!efield,  about  two  miles  fouth,  Spooner-roxv, 
about  a  mile  and  an  half  fouth-wefi,  Sutton,  Norton, 
and  Barwick ;  "  It  is  famous  for  a  mean  manufacture, 
"  viz.  the  making  of  taps,  fpindles,  fpoons,  and 
"  fuch  like  wooden  ware,  in  abundance ;  men,  women, 
"  and  children,  are  continually  employed  in  this 
"  work  :  an  innocent  employment  lor  a  maintenance, 
"  and  much  better  than  (if  not  fo  gentile  as)  idle- 
"  nefs,"  which  this  town  fecrns  to  abhor,  there  having 
been  a  bridewell,  or  houfe  of  correction,  for  idle  per- 
fons,  and  luch  like,  many  ages,  which  is  flill  kept  in 
a  houfe  belonging  to  the  county,  appropriated  to  that 
life,  the  keeper  of  which  in  the  time  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth had  a  falary  of  405.  a  year,  paid  by  the  county 
treafurer.  1  he  inhabitants  enjoy  their  writ  of  pri- 
vilege as  ancient  demefne,  and  ferve  not  at  aflizes, 
or  feffions,  8cc.  but  their  privilege  of  not  being  cited 
toanfwer  in  any  fpiritual  court,  but  before  the  official, 
in  their  own  town,  was  neglected  at  the  reformation, 
fmcc  which  time  we  do  not  find  any  peculiar  officials, 
either  of  the  bifliop,  or  archdeacon,  made  for  this 
town  only. 

The  country  hereabouts,    including  all    Forehoe 
hundred,  is  a  rich  clay,  which  makes  the  roads  bad ; 
the  whole  is  inclofed  land,  and  abounds  with  a  good 
•quantity  of  wood  and  timber.    In  the  year  i  203  king 
John  firft  granted  the    market  here    to  be   held  as  it 
now  is,  on  Friday,  and  a  fair  on  St.  CaihetineVday, 
-November  25,  which  is  now  removed  to  Candlemas- 
day, 
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day,  February  2;  anoiher  fair  was  granted  tb  be  lield 
here  on  St.  Philip  and  St.  James's  day,  May  i ,  which 
is  removed  to  May  6 ;  and  the  other  fair,  which  was 
granted  to  be  held  on  the  day,  the  day  before,  and  the 
day  after,  the  Nativity  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  September 
8,  is  now  kept  the  13th  day  after  Michalmas  day*. 
All  thefe  removals  without  authority  are  very  preju- 
dicial to  the  fairs  themfelves,  and  difappoint  tradef- 
men  very  much,  who  expect  the  fairs  in  all  places  to 
be  on  the  days  the  printed  lifts  mention,  and  not 
otherwife. 

In  1244  the  king  (Henry  III.)  had  an  efcutaje 
granted  him  of  aos.  out  of  every  knight's  fee,  and  it 
appears  that  he  was  this  year  at  Wyrnondham,  for 
there  the  wiits  are  dated,  which  are  fent  to  all 
the  fheriffs,  to  proclaim  in  their  coumics,  that  all  the 
king's  tenants  in  capitc,  who  held  an  entire  knight's 
fee,  or  sol.  by  the  year  in  land,  (which  was  at  that 
time  equivalent)  and  were  not  knights,  fhould  on  pe- 
nalty of  forfeiture  of  their  lands  repair  to  the' king  at 
Whitfuntide,  to  receive  arms  from  him,  and  be  made 
knights. 

June  11,  1615,  this  town  was  damaged  by  fire  to 
above  40,000!.  value,  there  being  above  300  dwel- 
ling-houfes  confumed ;  it  was  fired  on  purpofe,  as 
appears  by  the  original  confeffion  of  one  Margaret 
Bix,  alias  Elvyn,  then  under  fentence  of  death,  made 
before  the  under  fherirT,  Sec.  in  which  fhe  acknow- 
ledges that  fhe  was  privy  to  the  facl,  and  that  it  was 
committed  by  Ellen  Pendleton,  who  was  alfo  under 
condemnation  for  it,  and  that  the  faid  Ellen  lighted 
a  match,  and  fhe  placed  it  in  the  ftable  where  the  fire 
firft  began ;  William  Flodder  was  not  condemned, 

but 

*  This  fair  is  now  kept  September  6, 
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but  his  brother  John,  and  others,  were  condemned 
a!fo:  it  appears  that  they  were  Scots,  but  went  under 
the  name  of  Egyptians,  all  but  this  Bix,  whom  they 
promifed  to  carry  with  them  into  their  own  country, 
and  maintain  well,  and  procure  a  pardon  from  the 
pope  for  committing  the  facl. 

In  1631  the  city  of  Norwich  raifed  103!.  55.  yd. 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Wymond- 
Lam,  then  grievoufly  vifited  with  the  plague. 

The  flourifhing  family  of  the  Windhams  had  their 
name  from  this  town,  which  family  hath  ipread  into 
feveral  branches,  as  fir  Hugh  Windham,  of  Pillef- 
den-court,  in  DorTetfhire,  bart.  extinct.  Sir  William 
Windham,  of  Orchard-Windham,  in  Somerfetfhire, 
and  fir  Francis  Windham,  of  Trent,  in  the  fame 
county,  bans.  The  Windhams,  of  Crowmhorpe, 
now  divided  into  three  families,  at  Felbrigg,  Cromer, 
and  Earfham,  were  concerned  here  about  the  time  of 
Henry  HI.  They  were  defcendents  from  fome  of 
the  fons  of  Alward  de  Wymondham,  who  was  a  wit- 
nefs  to  the  foundation  deed  of  the  priory  here,  with 
his  three  fons. 

In  1265  Henry  III.  granted  to  Thomas  de  Wi- 
mundham,  clerk,  his  treafurer,  the  next  ward  that 
fell  to  him  worth  50!.  unlefs  he  fliould  provide  for 
him  by  giving  him  a  prebend,  or  benefice,  or  fome 
other  church  dignity,  to  the  value  of  200  marks,  and 
and  alfo  a  (hip  load  of  wood  for  his  fire  yearly;  he 
was  alive  in  1271,  and  then  treafurer. 

In  1293  William  de  Wymondham  was  overfeer  of 
the  filver  mines  in  Devonshire,  and  had  offices  in  the 
Exchequer:  he  was  a  great  chemift  ;  by  his  art  he  re- 
iined  this  year  270  pounds  of  fine  fiiver  out  of  the 

lead 
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lead  ore  which  Edward  I.  gave  for  a  portion  with  his 
daughter,  Eleanor,  to  the  count  de  Barr  ;  in  the  next 
year  there  were  521  pounds  of  fitver  fent  to  London 
and  coined;  and  the  following  year,  when  the  Derby- 
fhire  miners  were  fent  to  help  the  Devonian,  Mr. 
Wymondham  fent  700  pounds  of  filver  to  the  mint. 

But  as  this  town  hath  been  famous  for  producing 
men  profitable  to  the  commonwealth,  fo  we  muft  ob- 
ferve  that  it  is  alfo  infamous  for  the  birth  of  thofe  ex- 
crable  rebels,  the  Ketts,  that  fo  much  harrafTed  the 
country,  and  vexed  and  injured  the  city  of  Norwich. 
Robert  Kett,  the  principal  ringleader,  was  hanged  in 
chains  upon  the  caftle  of  Norwich,  and  William  Kett, 
his  brother,  upon  the  high  fleeple  of  YVymondhaifi, 
as  a  terror  to  all  prefumptuous  villains,  fir  William 
Windham  being  at  that  time  fheriff  of  Norfolk;  fo 
that  as  this  place  had  the  misfortune  to  produce  fuch 
notorious  offenders  again  ft  the  peace  of  the  country, 
at  the  fame  time  we  ought  to  give  it  its  due  honor  ia 
Laving  an  officer  originally  fprung  from  hence,  who, 
according  to  his  duty,  always  oppofed  their  unjurt 
proceeding:,,  and  at '1  aft  executed  due  punifhment  for 
their  traiterous  acls,  to  the  quiet  of  the  whole  country. 

We  find  an  ancient  frmily  of  ^ood  repute  here, 
firnamed  Mechil,  alias  Randulf,  and  another,  fir- 
named  le  Deye.  In  1345  Cecily  le  Deye,  widow, 
owned  an  eftate  here,  which  in  1577  belonged  to 
Thomas  le  Deye,  and  it  ftill  continues  in  his  pofte- 
rity,  Dr.  Deye  being  its  prefent  owner. — Blomt/Uld, 

Sir  John  Robfart,  knt.  and  dame  Elizabeth,  his 
wife,  dwelt  in  Stanfield-hall  in  1546.  The  whyle 
town  paid  to  every  tenth  13!. 

In 
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In  1622,  upon  a  commiffion  of  charitable  ufes, 
concerning  the  town  lands,  it  appeared  that  Edward 
VI.  granted  unto  fir  Thomas,  and  fir  William  Wode- 
liouie,  knts.  the  meffuage,  called  the  Guild-hall,  with 
eleven  acres  of  land,  which  belonged  to  Corpus 
Chrijti  guild,  in  Wymondham,  to  be  held  in  free 
foccage  of  Eaft  Greenwich  manor,  who  in  1  549  in- 
feoffed  ihem  in  divers  feoffees  to  the  ufe  of  the  town. 
In  1594  Robert  Ringwood,  feoffee,  furrendered  all 
the  lands  and  tenements,  called  the  Town  Lands, 
lately  belonging  to  St.  Peter's  guild,  "  for  the  fynd- 
"  ing  of  a  learned  maifler,  to  teach  within  the  feyd 
"  towne."  In  1604  Thomas  Plommer,  feoffee,  fur- 
rendered  two  niefluages,  viz.  the  Old  and  New  Guild- 
halls, to  the  fame  ufes.  There  were  about  ninety 
acres  of  land,  and  eight  or  ten  tenements,  then  lett 
at  about  50!.  a  year. 

The  town  of  Wymondham  is  pleafantly  fituated 
on  the  great  pod  road  from  Norwich,  nine  miles,  to 
London,  ninety-nine;  it  hath  two  principal  inns,  the 
White  Hart,  and  King's  Head,  and  aflemblies  are 
frequently  held  here.  We  have  already  mentioned 
how  very  extenfive  the  parifh  is.  The  free-fchool, 
and  charity-fchool,  are  well  endowed.  The  corn- 
market  is  pretty  vvell  attended,  and  bufinefs  of  every 
kind  rather  biilk  than  otherwife. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Drake  has  a  handfome  feat  a 
little  weft  of  the  church. 
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